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About this book
This book gathers the records and photographs of the family of Alex (Shimshon) Brecher and Anne (Chana
Pessel)  Brecher  née  Wahrsager:  their  parents  David  and  Esther  Brecher  of  Felsőbánya  and  Elias  and  Malka
Wahrsager of Chyrów and Dobromil, and the generations before them in Kapnik, Sighet, Rădăuți and Siret.

Each document is reproduced as it was found — civil registers, ship manifests, naturalization papers, census pages,
newspaper notices, printed books and gravestones — with a short caption and a line naming its source. Names are
given in the form each record uses, with the familiar form beside it. Where two records give different dates for the
same event, both are shown side by side and neither is preferred; these are collected in the table Dates the Records
Disagree On.

The book is printed from the family website, https://brecher-family.sites.tab.bot, where every name, record and
photograph can be opened full size. Grades follow the site: CONFIRMED  means a record proves it,  LIKELY  means
the records point to it but do not prove it. Living people are named with their relationship only.
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Year by Year
The family’s story in dates, oldest first: births, marriages, journeys and deaths, as the family book gives them.

c. 1764 R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh, later Av Beit Din of Sereth, is born (he dies in 1844 “aged eighty”).

4 Jun 1789 Samuel Kohen, son of family 117 (Isaac Kohan’s family) of the Suczawa Jewish community, is born
(DAChO f. 1, op. 1, spr. 183, p. 30) CONFIRMED  (record); tie to our family Possible

Jul–Sep 1789 Isaac Kohan, family 117, pays the quarter’s toleration tax in the Suczawa Jewish community, which
then included the Jews of Sereth (DAChO f. 1, op. 1, spr. 183, p. 40) CONFIRMED  (record); tie to our
family Possible

11 Dec 1793 Meir son of Eliezer Katz, a Kohen (priestly hands carved on his stone), dies at Siret, 8 Tevet 5554 — 11
December 1793 by the Hebrew date (the cemetery survey files the stone under 1794); Siret Old
Cemetery, Sanie no. 186. A Possible brother of Aizik son of Eliezer Katz (d. 1828) POSSIBLE

1797 Eva Fronerin of Sadagura is on the Bukovina Jewish tax list; the Frohner surname (kinship Possible) 
CONFIRMED

1797 Michael Korber, Jewish farmer at Muschenitza (Mușenița), near Siret, is on the Suczawa community’s
tax list, family 68 (DAChO f. 1, op. 1, spr. 925, p. 29) CONFIRMED  (record); tie to Reize Korber
Possible

c. 1799 Isaac Kahan of Sereth is on the list of foreign Jews found at the visitation (link to our family Possible) 
CONFIRMED

26 Feb 1799 “Isaac Kahan”, lodging with Joseph Achenwal, is listed at Sereth among Jews found off the registers
during the community inspections (DAChO f. 1, op. 1, spr. 925, p. 46) CONFIRMED  (record); same
man as Isaac Kohan of 1789 Likely; tie to our family Possible

1836 The earliest printed list naming Sereth Jews yet found: seven Sereth subscribers to Limudei HaTeva
(Czernowitz 1836); none is a Kohen or a family member CONFIRMED  (record)

4 Aug 1838 David, son of Hoschia Brecher and Malke Adelstein, is born at Sereth; he and his sister Roza are entered
in the Bistrița register in 1889 (the Brechers of Sereth in Bistrița, a Kohen family not linked to the tree;
kinship to Reuven Mordechai Possible) CONFIRMED

26 Apr 1841 Zvi Hirsh, son of R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen, dies in Siret.

28 Dec 1841 Aizik, son of Avraham HaKohen and grandson of Zvi Hirsh, dies young in Siret

4 May 1844 R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh, Av Beit Din of Sereth, dies in Siret.

17 Jan 1845 Reuven, son of the late Zvi HaKohen, dies in Siret

31 Oct 1845 Froim and Fischel Brecher of Suczawa give to flood relief (Lemberger Zeitung, p. 668) CONFIRMED

(print); kinship Possible

Dec 1850 Jakob and Kolman Ungar listed at house no. 87, Dobromil, in an 1850 Dobromil town list in the
official gazette POSSIBLE

8 Apr 1863 Hersch Glasberg, son of Samuel Glasberg and Hinde née Wahrsager (daughter of Jacob Lische
Wahrsager), is born at Drohobycz CONFIRMED

5



1864 Abraham Brecher, son of Eisig and Lea, is born in Rădăuți.

18 Jan 1864 Czili Ferencz, daughter of Hersch Ferencz and Ilona Novi, is born at Kováskápolnok (registered 1897) 
CONFIRMED  (kinship to Háni Possible)

1866 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen, son of Zvi, is born in Banila.

24 Oct 1866 The Rădăuți stud-farm estate offers its 14 flour mills, among them the newly built mill at Volovăț, for
lease 1867–1869 CONFIRMED

1867 Chyrów voters' list: Schabs (Mordche Schabse) Oher at house 29, the Oher family house LIKELY

Sep 1868 / Sep 1867 Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher HaKohen dies in Siret (28 Elul 5628, or 5627).

1868 R’ Avraham Brecher, born in Sereth, settles in Safed

1 Mar 1869 Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai), son of Eisig Brecher and Lea Bernstein, is born at Volovăț, near
Rădăuți.

27 Apr 1869 The firm “Rifka Brecher”, a mixed-goods business in Czernowitz, is registered with Juda Brecher as
manager (Czernowitzer Zeitung, p. 3) CONFIRMED  (print); kinship Possible

16 Aug 1869 The Volovăț mill is offered for a new lease, taken back from the present lessee Juda Brecher of Siret
(kinship to Eisig Possible) CONFIRMED

29 Aug 1870 Ester Michla, daughter of the rabbi of Sereth, dies in Siret.

19 May 1872 A great fire in Chyrów; Salamon Wahrsager is among those compensated CONFIRMED

20 Apr 1873 Hersch Gottesdiener, son of Nuta and Sura Gottesdiener, is born in Chyrów POSSIBLE

1875 R’ Avraham Brecher, aged 75, in the Montefiore census of Safed

4 Oct 1875 Todres Gottesdiener, son of Gavriel and Sura, born in Chyrów (1914 Vienna marriage record) 
CONFIRMED

1877 Samuel (Sámuel) Klein born 22 Jul 1877 at Nagysomkút CONFIRMED

18 Jan 1877 Eigye Eilender née Katz, Samuel’s mother, dies at Felsővisó aged 36, ten days after his birth 
CONFIRMED

4 Apr 1878 Freida Gottesdiener, daughter of Nuta and Sura, is born in Chyrów POSSIBLE

2 Mar 1880 Malka Unger is born in Dobromil, Galicia.

23 May 1880 Elias Wahrsager is born in Chyrów, Galicia.

20 Jul 1881 David Brecher is born in Siret, Bukovina.

10 Dec 1881 Pesel Kupferman, later R’ Asher’s wife, is born at Szurdok (Strâmtura) to Izsák Kupferman and Chaya
Rivka (Háni) Lebovits CONFIRMED

1 Jul 1882 Leib Jojna Dominitz born at Chyrów to Feiga Dominitz, “married by Jewish rite to Gawriel
Gottesdiener”, daughter of Abraham and Ester Dominitz CONFIRMED

10 Apr 1885 Chana Marya, daughter of Gabryel Gottesdiener and Feigel née Dominitz, born in Kraków 
CONFIRMED

25 Dec 1886 / 1887 Esther Klein is born in Felsőbánya (1886 in David’s naturalization papers; 1887 on her stone, marker
and Social Security record).
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24 Feb 1887 Chaje Szure Junger (Bak), likely Pessel Lebovits’s sister, and Marku Tabak register their marriage at
Bárdfalu LIKELY

26 Aug 1887 Bluma, daughter of Gabryel Gottesdiener and Feigel née Dominitz, born in Kraków CONFIRMED

8 Dec 1887 A Chajim Juda is born in Nagybánya to Majer and Freide Brecher (birth register) LIKELY

22 Jan 1888 Israel Feiwisch Knobler and Sure Judith Frenkel, both of Buczacz, the parents of Chana Itte Brecher
née Knobler, marry civilly at Gura Humorului CONFIRMED

25 Jan 1888 Chaje Bruche Knobler, Chana Itte’s elder sister, marries Dawid Zellermajer of Rădăuți at Gura
Humorului CONFIRMED

c. 1889 Chaje Brecher, daughter of Jankel Wolf Brecher and Edel Fischler, is born (year from her age); she later
marries Mechel Bernstein CONFIRMED

1889 Feige Oher née Gartenberg, wife of Schmil Elias Oher, dies at Schodnica CONFIRMED

22 Dec 1889 R’ Shmuel Leib (Shmuel Aryeh) Bach, also written Bak and Junger, Pesel’s great-grandfather, dies at
Bárdfalu (Berbești), aged 78 LIKELY

15 Mar 1890 Eisig Leib Brecher and Lea Bernstein re-register their marriage in Rădăuți.

5 Jul 1890 Feige Rachel, daughter of Meir Brecher of Kapnikbánya and Freide née Frohner, is born in Nagybánya
(birth register) CONFIRMED

1891 Samuel Wahrsager is listed as a wood dealer in Chyrów LIKELY

11 Mar 1891 R’ Chaim Leib Lebovits’s death at Szurdok is entered in the civil register, aged 49 CONFIRMED

14 Sep 1891 Chajem Leb Kupferman, Pesel’s brother, is born at Szurdok and named for his late grandfather 
LIKELY

1892 Meir Brecher is listed among the tradesmen of Kapnikbánya.

1893 Ciwie Goldberg born at Gródek to Chaje Leie née Unger, “daughter of Leibisch and Rifke Unger,
merchants in Dobromil” — Malka’s parents CONFIRMED

13 Apr 1893 Jakob, son of Meir Brecher and Freide née Frohner, is born in Nagybánya (birth register) CONFIRMED

27 May 1893 Avraham Gottesdiener, later Dr Avraham Ovadia, is born in Chyrów, son of Gavriel and Feige.

27 May 1893 Abraham (later Dr Avraham Ovadia) is entered in the Chyrów birth register, vol. III, p. 80, no. 31 
CONFIRMED

21 Nov 1893 Hersch Brecher of Naszód, son of the late Hoschia Brecher of Sereth, marries again at Kolozsvár (the
Brechers of Sereth in Bistrița) CONFIRMED  (index)

14 Sep 1894 Jakob Fogel, son of Mihály Fogel and Berta (Klein), is born at Nagybánya LIKELY

14 Jan 1895 Yitzchak (Isak) Brecher is born at Sinăuții de Jos, son of Yaakov HaKohen and Liba, very likely R’
Yaakov Zeev Wolf’s son LIKELY

17 Mar 1895 Riwen Mordche Brecher, son of Eisig, marries Chana Itte Knobler of Buczacz at Gura Humorului

6 May 1896 Szlova Kupferman, Pesel’s sister, is born at Szurdok; her father Izsák is entered as born at Kolomea,
Galicia CONFIRMED

24 Nov 1896 Sándor Fogel, son of Esther’s sister Berta and Mihály Fogel, is born in Felsőbánya CONFIRMED
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25 Apr 1897 Ch. Joel Brecher is listed among the donors to Siret’s Passover-bread collection for the poor 
CONFIRMED

13 Dec 1897 Isak Zellermajer, Chana Itte’s nephew, is born at Poiana Micului; the witness is Riwen Mordche
Brecher CONFIRMED

7 Jan 1898 Chane Pessel Wahrsager née Oher, widow of Jacob Lische Wahrsager — very probably Elias’s
grandmother — dies at Drohobycz, aged 86 LIKELY

22 Feb 1898 Mordke, son of Abraham and Miriam, dies at Rădăuți, aged eight months (Rădăuți burial register) 
CONFIRMED

4 Jun 1898 József Jánkú Kupferman, Pesel’s brother, is born at Szurdok CONFIRMED

Dec 1899 Abraham Bercie (Bernhard) Fränkel of Buczacz, son of Leibisch and Lea, a Possible brother of Sure
Judith Knobler née Frenkel, marries Hinde Mineles at Zabłotów CONFIRMED  (record)

1900 Nusen Glasberg, son of Hinde née Wahrsager, marries Beile Leichtmann of Gródek at Drohobycz (civil
marriage) CONFIRMED

13 Jan 1900 Debora Limmer née Unger, daughter of the late Salamon and Marjema Unger of Chyrów, dies in
Drohobycz aged 60 CONFIRMED

19 Jun 1900 Freide Brecher née Frohner dies in Sighet.

19 Jul 1900 Emanuel, son of Todres Gottesdiener, born in Kraków

5 Aug 1900 Amália Kupferman, Pesel’s sister, is born at Szurdok CONFIRMED

30 Aug 1900 Jakob Wolf Brecher, son of Abraham, born in Rădăuți (d. 13 Jun 1903)

1901 Machle Glasberg, Hinde’s daughter, marries Markus Josef Neger at Drohobycz CONFIRMED

20 Jul 1901 Samuel Wahrsager is a joint owner of the Rozłucz and Rypiany forest estates CONFIRMED

1902 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf writes of “my wife Mrs. Liba” in Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg) CONFIRMED

8 Jul 1902 Asher Brecher marries Pesel Kupferman in Szurdok.

8 Jul 1902 R’ Asher Brecher, innkeeper of Kapnikbánya, and Pesel (Pepi) Kupferman marry in a civil ceremony at
Szurdok CONFIRMED

19 Nov 1902 “Eisig Brecher” signs as witness at a marriage in the Rădăuți register — perhaps our Eisig, then about 70
(leaning Likely) POSSIBLE

1904–1919 Samuel Klein’s children are born in Felsőbánya; Asher Brecher’s children are born in Szurdok (1904–
1914) and Felsőbánya (1916).

1904–1906 Herman Klein, Esther’s father, sits in the Felsőbánya town assembly.

1 Mar 1904 Samuel and Moritz Wahrsager open a timber-export firm in Chyrów CONFIRMED

18 May 1904 Izrael Áron Fogel, son of Mihály Fogel and Berta née Klein (Esther’s sister), is born at Felsőbánya 
CONFIRMED

22 Jun 1904 Mihály Fogel, innkeeper, husband of Esther’s sister Berta, is admitted to the Felsőbánya town
community CONFIRMED

13 Apr 1905 Samuel Gottesdiener, son of David and Elka (Ryfka) née Spira, is born at Lesko POSSIBLE
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1906 Israel Oher, son of the late Schmil Eliasz Oher and Feige née Gartenberg, marries Freida Bruck at
Borysław CONFIRMED

15 Apr 1906 Malka Frenkel, daughter of R’ Aryeh, dies at Buczacz on the 4th day of Chol HaMoed Pesach 5666; her
gravestone survives (BB 29) CONFIRMED  (kinship Possible)

24 May 1906 Abraham Peisach Nagel, grandson of Nuta Gottesdiener, is born at Mościska POSSIBLE

1 Sep 1906 Sabina (Sara) Wahrsager is born, probably in Dobromil (1 May 1908, Berlin, in her husband’s papers) 
LIKELY

21 Nov 1906 David Brecher marries Esther Klein in Felsőbánya.

17 Jan 1907 Abraham Bercie (Bernhard) Fränkel dies at Zabłotów, aged 48 CONFIRMED  (record); kinship Possible

21 Feb 1907 Zoltán Fogel, son of Mihály Fogel and Berta née Klein, is born at Felsőbánya; he dies in May 1907 
CONFIRMED

18 Apr 1907 Elemér Eilender, son of Rosa Brecher and Samuel Eilender, is born in Kapnikbánya.

8 Jun 1907 Miriam Brecher arrives in New York with her daughters Chaje (Ida) and Rosa, to join Abraham

Jan 1908 Chaim Jona Wahrsager of Chyrów, son of Feiga, marries Masza Mund recte Ringel at Przemyśl 
POSSIBLE

29 Apr 1908 Röschen, daughter of Elias and Malka, born in Berlin, registered “Gottesdiener recte Wahrsager” 
CONFIRMED

10 Jun 1908 Aaron Farkas of Gödényháza arrives in New York on the Slavonia with his wife Rosie and their sons
(passenger manifest) CONFIRMED

9 Aug 1908 R’ Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen leaves for the Land of Israel, 12 Av 5668 = 9 Aug 1908 (Shiloh p.
43) CONFIRMED

1 Nov 1908 Jenő (Eugene) Brecher is born in Felsőbánya.

20 Oct 1908 Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, son of Reuven Mordechai, dies in Jerusalem.

1909–1919 Elias Wahrsager is listed in the Berlin address books at Saarbrücker Straße 33.

1909 Röschen Gottesdiener (Wahrsager) dies as a baby in Berlin CONFIRMED

25 Jul 1909 Samuel Eilender arrives at Ellis Island.

26 Jul 1909 Samuel Eilender arrives at New York (Ellis Island) on the Cleveland from Hamburg, as recorded in his
certificate of arrival no. 814011 CONFIRMED

18 Sep 1909 Chaim Joel Brecher’s Kamenka firm is struck from the commercial register, the business wound up 
CONFIRMED

30 Sep 1909 Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager is born in Berlin.

3 Nov 1909 Mátyás Brecher of Kapnikbánya — very probably Meir’s son Markus (Mátyás) — is a witness at a
Jewish civil marriage at Szurdok (Strâmtura), act 19 LIKELY

16 May 1910 Abraham Gottesdiener of Chyrów, son of Wello and Chana-Lea Gottesdiener (not of Gavriel), marries
in Kraków CONFIRMED

4 Sep 1910 / 11 Jul 1912 Shimshon (Alex) Brecher is born in Felsőbánya (1910 in his birth act; 1912 in his American papers and
the death index).
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Jul 1910 David Brecher elected an alternate member of the Felsőbánya town council

28 May 1910 Harry (Hersch) Brecher arrives in New York, naming his grandfather Eisig Brecher of Rădăuți

27 Sep 1910 Dawid Oher, son of the late Samuel Eliasz and Feiga Oher, dies at Drohobycz, aged 77 CONFIRMED

21 Nov 1910 Harry Brecher, tailor of 106 Ludlow Street, files his first papers in New York County (no. 22368) 
CONFIRMED

9 Dec 1910 Samuel Eilender, of Kapnik, files his first papers in New York County (no. 24099) CONFIRMED

29 Dec 1910 Samuel Eilender’s declaration of intention, New York County, no. 24099, is dated 29 December 1910
on the copy in his Bronx naturalization file and in his petition. The New York County copy reads 9 Dec 

CONFIRMED

19 Jan 1911 Eisig Brecher HaKohen dies in Rădăuți, aged 79.

Nov 1911 Leo Brecher and Ulrich Frohner found a Jewish social club in Gura Humorului; Leo Brecher is its
chairman (kinship Possible) CONFIRMED

12 Nov 1911 Dora (Dara) Gensler, Fanny’s sister, marries Joseph Dulberg in Brooklyn; her parents are Hyman
Gensler and Hanna Herzog CONFIRMED

11 Jul 1912 Ilona (Lucy) Brecher is born in Felsőbánya.

17 Oct 1912 David Brecher is admitted to the municipal community of Felsőbánya.

23 Mar 1913 Selig Rudich, Mollie Brecher’s father, and her sister Ella arrive at New York on the Niagara from Havre,
going to his son-in-law on 2nd Street (passenger list, both pages) CONFIRMED

3 Jul 1913 Rosa Eilender and her three children arrive in New York.

1 Nov 1913 Anne Wahrsager is born in Germany, according to her father’s 1926 petition.

1914 E. Wahrsager, leather worker, and H. Safern are tenants together at Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin 
CONFIRMED

24 Jan 1914 Yute bat Baruch, granddaughter of the rabbi of Sereth, dies in Siret.

18 Apr 1914 Ilona Klein, daughter of Esther’s brother Jenő Klein, is born at Felsőbánya CONFIRMED

11 Jul 1914 Gabriella Farkas, sister of Margaret Brecher (Mickey’s wife), is born in Hungary LIKELY

17 Aug 1914 Hersch Gottesdiener of Chyrów marries Chaja Lea Tink at Lesko POSSIBLE

6 Sep 1914 Todres Gottesdiener marries Feige Kleinmann at the Vienna Stadttempel; the register names his parents
Gawriel Gottesdiener and Sura CONFIRMED

1 Nov 1914 Anne (Chana Pesel) Wahrsager is born in Berlin.

1915 David Brecher and his father-in-law Yaakov Tzvi Klein subscribe to the sefer Mevaser Tov in Felsőbánya 
LIKELY

1915 Samuel and Rose Eilender and their children Alex, Frieda and Joseph are counted in the Bronx in the
New York State census LIKELY

25 May 1915 Mihály Fogel, widower of Esther’s sister Berta, dies at Felsőbánya CONFIRMED
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8 Jun 1915 Samuel Eilender, a rabbi of 169 Brook Avenue, the Bronx, files his petition for naturalization (no. 3671,
Supreme Court, Bronx County). It names his wife Rosa (Brecher), born in Bukovina, and their
children Elmer (Alex), Josef and Freida CONFIRMED

22 Nov 1915 Miklós (Nicholas) Brecher is born in Felsőbánya.

16 Aug 1915 David Brecher called up for military service, Felsőbánya

23 Aug 1915 Chaja Lea Unger of Chyrów, very probably Malka’s older sister, marries Szulim Leiba Goldberg at
Przemyśl LIKELY

27 Aug 1915 Harry Brecher marries Mollie Rudich, Manhattan

28 Dec 1915 Samuel Eilender is admitted a citizen of the United States by the Supreme Court, Bronx County, and
receives certificate of naturalization no. 647339 CONFIRMED

1916 In the refugee years, Atilie (Etil) Brecher of Óradna, a native of Bukovina, opens her house to Bukovina
refugees (kinship Possible) CONFIRMED

1916 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf, a refugee, buys half-boots for his little daughter (Katuv Yosher p. 19) 
CONFIRMED

1916 Erna Wahrsager, daughter of Elias and Malka, dies as an infant in Berlin CONFIRMED

1916 Juda Hersch Frenkel, aged 85, dies at Buczacz (late registration of 1937); very probably the man of
stone BH-28 LIKELY

16 Jan 1916 Lea Brecher, wife of Eisig, dies in Rădăuți, aged 85.

18 Jun 1916 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher leaves Banila with his household, fleeing the Cossacks (Katuv Yosher).

21 Jul 1916 Army officers vouch for R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf of Banila, a refugee, and he is allowed to stay at Óradna
(Rodna) in Hungary (Katuv Yosher p. 13) CONFIRMED

4 Sep 1916 After Romania enters the war, R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf moves to Năsăud, where he lives for about a year
(Katuv Yosher p. 14) CONFIRMED

Sep 1917 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf comes home to Banila, about 15 months after he fled, and finds his house empty
(Katuv Yosher pp. 14–15) CONFIRMED

15 Sep 1917 Reuven Mordechai Brecher, son of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf of Banila, dies (28 Elul 5677).

1918 Elizabeth Zelig born 19 Jun 1918 in Romania, daughter of Israel Zelig CONFIRMED

1918 Aaron Farkas, tailor at 78 Stanton Street, registers for the First World War draft LIKELY

3 Jan 1918 Leib Unger, Malka’s father, dies at Kniażpol, aged 66 LIKELY

27 Feb 1918 Markus Brecher marries Frida Moskovics at Taraczköz (Teresva) LIKELY

12 Sep 1918 Samuel Eilender registers for the First World War draft in the Bronx: 1034 Tiffany Street, insurance
agent for New York Life, already a citizen CONFIRMED

1919 Frajem (Frojim) Samuel Kupferman, Pesel’s brother, a merchant of Szurdok, marries Feiga Basch at
Szurdok (civil act 61); his father is written as the late Izsák Kupferman; the first witness is Usher (Asher)
Brecher of Szurdok (Likely) CONFIRMED

18 Apr 1919 Ethel (Ella) Shapiro née Rudich, Mollie Brecher’s sister, dies in Manhattan, aged 30 (deaths index) 
LIKELY
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1920 Harry and Mollie Brecher in Manhattan with Rachel and Sarah (U.S. census) CONFIRMED

1920 Harry, Mollie and baby Rachel Brecher in the census in Manhattan; Harry sells dress goods 
CONFIRMED

1920 Selig Rudich’s naturalization petition, New York County, names his wife Bertha and six children:
Bertha, Minnie, Yetta, Louis, Samuel and Isidore CONFIRMED

7 Apr 1920 Bluma Gottesdiener, Elias’s half-sister, marries Hersch Karpel (Surkis) at the Vienna Stadttempel 
CONFIRMED

24 Jun 1920 Isidor Rudich, Mollie Brecher’s youngest brother, dies at 91 Second Street, Manhattan, aged 13; buried
at United Hebrew Cemetery, Staten Island CONFIRMED

26 Aug 1920 Rubin Markus Fischler, son of Jankel Wolf Brecher and Edel Fischler, marries Amalia Klotz 
CONFIRMED

31 Oct 1920 Jochwed Unger marries Izak Sauer at Dobromil LIKELY

30 Dec 1920 Elias Wahrsager lands in Canada from the S.S. Grampian, going to his brother-in-law in Montreal;
nearest relative at home: “Gawriel Warsager, Chyrów” CONFIRMED

8 Jan 1921 Fanny Gensler sails from Rotterdam on the S.S. Rotterdam with Chaim and Heine Gensler of
Draczinetz CONFIRMED

27 Jan 1921 Elias Wahrsager crosses from Canada at St. John, New Brunswick.

19 Jan 1921 Jakob Leib (Leon) Brecher, son of Riwen Mordko, arrives in New York from Siret

19 Jan 1921 Fanny Gensler and her parents Chaim and Heine (Confirmed) land at Ellis Island; Leon (“Jacob
Brecher”, born at Gura Humora) is on the same ship; all go to Josef Dulberg in Brooklyn CONFIRMED

27 Jan 1921 Elias Wahrsager’s U.S. border card at Saint John West, New Brunswick: wife Malka at Chyrów, bound
for his cousin Samuel Alexander in New York CONFIRMED

29 Jan 1921 Elias Wahrsager enters the United States at Vanceboro, Maine, by railroad from Montreal (his 1926
petition) CONFIRMED

17 Apr 1921 Yetta Rudich, Mollie’s sister, marries Louis Steff in Manhattan; Harry Brecher signs as a witness 
CONFIRMED

29 Jun 1921 Max Isaac Brecher, son of Leon and Fanny, is born in Brooklyn (21 June in his father’s 1927 petition) 
CONFIRMED

31 Aug 1921 Bertha Rudich, Mollie’s sister, marries Chaim Szimon Lobel, butcher, at Bronx Borough Hall; her
sister Minnie Feldman is the witness CONFIRMED

1922 HaRav Gavriel Gottesdiener dies, probably in Chyrów (between January and October) LIKELY

26 Jan 1922 Elias Wahrsager files his declaration of intention (no. 270571), New York County; living at 136 East
Broadway CONFIRMED

3 Feb 1922 Avraham Gottesdiener (later Dr Avraham Ovadia), rabbinical candidate of Chyrów, marries Marjem
Wachs at Sambor; Rabbi Aharon Lewin officiates CONFIRMED

13 Jun 1922 Leon declares his intention to become a citizen in Brooklyn as Leo Brecher, of 665 Sackman Street 
CONFIRMED
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1924–25 R’ Asher Brecher keeps a tavern and a shop at Strâmtura LIKELY

4 Feb 1924 Izrael, son of Miksa (Chaim Yehuda) Brecher and Zali née Grunberg, dies at Munkács, aged two and a
half CONFIRMED

1925 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher’s Katuv Yosher is printed in Czernowitz.

1925 The Wahrsager household is still listed at Saarbrücker Straße 33, four years after Elias left CONFIRMED

1925 Katuv Yosher opens on the yahrzeit, 28 Menachem Av, of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf’s first wife Liba 
CONFIRMED

1925 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen’s book Ohalim is printed in Czernowitz LIKELY

16 Apr 1925 At Banila’s celebration of the Hebrew University, “Jacob Brecher, a notable Talmudist” speaks (Likely
R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf, back in Banila) LIKELY

1926 S. Safern of Saarbrücker Straße 33, the Wahrsagers’ house in Berlin, sits on the Zeirei Mizrachi youth
committee CONFIRMED

15 Nov 1926 Elias Wahrsager petitions for naturalization in New York, naming his children Sabina, Kalman and
Annchen (Anne) CONFIRMED

1927 Hirsch Safern, ship’s cook, still lives at Saarbrücker Straße 33 — the household of Malka’s “friend L.
Saffern” LIKELY

2 Mar 1927 Leon files his naturalization petition in Baltimore as Jacob Brecher, asking to be named Leo Brecher 
CONFIRMED

7 Mar 1927 Hannah Brecher (later Rudman), daughter of Leon and Fanny, is born CONFIRMED

14 Mar 1927 Elias Wahrsager becomes a United States citizen.

13 Jun 1927 Leon is admitted as a U.S. citizen in Baltimore, as Leo Brecher CONFIRMED

Jul 1927 Selig Rudich, Mollie Brecher’s father, is buried in the First Independent Strozynetzer society plot,
United Hebrew Cemetery, Staten Island (Find a Grave gives his death as 24 Jul 1927; this site 23 Jul) 

LIKELY

14 Sep 1927 Malka sails from Southampton on the S.S. Majestic with Sabina, Kallmann and Anne, to join Elias in
New York CONFIRMED

20 Sep 1927 Malka Wahrsager arrives in New York with Sabina (Sara), Kallmann and Anne.

26 Dec 1927 Paul Schiff, Sabina’s future husband, arrives at New York on the S.S. Deutschland as “Josef Brawer” 
CONFIRMED

Av 1928 Etil, second wife of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila, dies; a eulogy for her said to be in
his book Ohalim is unverified (the book found is dated 1925) LIKELY

26 Feb 1928 Louis Rudich, Mollie’s brother, a butcher, marries Lillian Shapiro in Brooklyn CONFIRMED

28 Mar 1928 Arthur S. Brecher, son of Harry and Mollie, is born; he grows up in the Bronx LIKELY

20 Jul 1928 Ottilie (Ettel) Brecher née Weissbach, second wife of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf, dies at Banila (3 Av 5688);
her husband gives the eulogy CONFIRMED  (second wife: Likely)

22 Nov 1928 David Brecher, entered as a rabbi born at Sereth, receives non-quota US visa no. 344 at Budapest
(Vulcania list, 1928) CONFIRMED
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19 Dec 1928 The Brecher family sails from Trieste on the SS Vulcania, on the ship’s maiden voyage; New York, 31
December 1928 (ship’s list) / 2 January 1929 (naturalization papers).

1929 Paul Schiff’s marriage certificate names his parents Markus Schiff and [Genta?] née Brawer 
CONFIRMED

6 Sep 1929 Gizela Farkas arrives in New York on the Aquitania with her children, Margit (Margaret, later Margaret
Brecher) among them, to join her husband Morris Farkas in the Bronx CONFIRMED

14 Dec 1929 Sabina (Sara) Wahrsager marries Paul Schiff in the Bronx.

1930 Harry and Mollie in the Bronx with Rachael, Sarah, Ruth and Seymour (Arthur); Leon and Fanny in
Baltimore with Max and Hanna CONFIRMED

Apr 1930 The Brechers are counted at 972 Fox Street, Bronx.

Apr 1930 The Wahrsagers at 1035 Tiffany Street, Bronx (1930 census); Paul and Sabina Schiff counted nearby 
CONFIRMED

1931/32 Maria Wahrsager is listed at Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin CONFIRMED

1931 Chaim Jakób Dominitz, son of the late HaRav Gavriel Gottesdiener and Feige Dominitz, marries at
Medenice — very probably Elias’s half-brother LIKELY

1931 Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener) directs the movement’s counselors’ camp in the Carpathians (Dov
Knohl’s memoir, Bamishor 1941) LIKELY

23 Apr 1931 Feige Gottesdiener née Kleinmann dies in Vienna

1932 David Brecher declares his intention to become a citizen; his petition follows in March 1934.

4 Jul 1932 Jakob Brecher chairs a community meeting at Banila p. S. (Likely R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf) LIKELY

1934 Chaja Lea Glasberg, Hinde’s daughter, dies at Drohobycz aged 67 CONFIRMED

6 Feb 1934 Paul Schiff’s declaration of intention (no. 117029), Bronx, with his photograph CONFIRMED

23 Mar 1934 David Brecher, a neckwear manufacturer of 972 Fox Street, the Bronx, swears his petition for
citizenship (no. 229724, U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York). It gives his last foreign
residence as Budapest; his witnesses are Morris Chanales and Sam Kaufman CONFIRMED

27 Jun 1934 Lucy Brecher marries Paul Friedman in the Bronx.

25 Jun 1934 David Brecher becomes a citizen of the United States (certificate no. 3819630).

28 Nov 1936 Gabriella Farkas marries Leonard A. Creizman in the Bronx; the record names her parents Morris and
Gizella Weiss LIKELY

4 May 1937 Alex Brecher files his declaration of intention in the Bronx.

14 May 1937 Amália Kupferman, Pesel’s sister, marries Pinkas Zelig Fruchter at Strâmtura CONFIRMED

7 Jul 1937 Samuel Eilender dies in Brooklyn.

8 Oct 1937 Dos Yudishe Vort in Czernowitz advertises Chedvat Yaakov with novellae by the author’s grandson R’
Yaakov Zeev HaKohen

16 Mar 1938 Alex Brecher and Anne Wahrsager take out their marriage licence in the Bronx.

1938 Chedvat Yaakov, the teachings of the rabbi of Sereth, is printed in Marghita.
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1938 Eugene Brecher and Elizabeth Zelig take out their Brooklyn marriage licence, 1 Mar 1938 CONFIRMED

1938 Alex (Shimshon) Brecher and Anne Wahrsager married, 3 Apr 1938, Burnside Manor, Bronx 
CONFIRMED

1938 R’ Yaakov Zeev’s surviving Torah notes (to parashat Va’era), copied by his great-grandson, are printed as
Chedvat Yaakov in Marghita CONFIRMED

6 Mar 1938 Samuel Gottesdiener of Chyrów marries Beile Süss at Stary Sambor POSSIBLE

1939 Yosef Brecher of Sighet, son of R’ Asher, is engaged; the greeting is printed in Satu Mare LIKELY

28 Apr 1939 Paul Friedman petitions for naturalization in New York.

1940 Harry and Mollie at 1310 Morris Avenue, the Bronx, with Rachel, Sarah, Ruth and Arthur 
CONFIRMED

1940 Usher (Asher) Brecher is born in Grosswardein (Oradea) to Nachum Ze’ev and his first wife Minda,
named for his grandfather R’ Asher (a memorial record) CONFIRMED

10 Feb 1940 Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher dies in Satu Mare, aged 52; his stone names his father, R’ Meir
HaKohen Brecher LIKELY

Apr 1940 Elias, Malka and Charles still at 1035 Tiffany Street, Bronx (1940 census) CONFIRMED

Apr 1940 1940 census: Eugene and Elizabeth Brecher at 305 East Mount Eden Avenue, Bronx; Lucy and Paul
Friedman on Monroe Avenue with Paul’s parents CONFIRMED

Apr 1940 Alex and Anna Brecher in the census in the Bronx; Alex sells textiles on his own account CONFIRMED

Apr 1940 Leon and Fannie Brecher in Baltimore with their children; Leon keeps his own bar-restaurant at 1800
Orleans Street CONFIRMED

16 Oct 1940 Solomon Farkas registers for the draft in the Bronx, living with his mother Gizella at 888 Fox Street 
CONFIRMED

20 Oct 1940 Meir (Myron), son of Alex and Anne, is born.

31 Oct 1940 R’ Asher Brecher dies in Sighet (29 Tishrei 5701).

1941 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen dies in Banila.

1941 Chana Itte Brecher née Knobler dies in Moghilev, Transnistria LIKELY

1941 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen, Banila, 1941 — very probably among the Holocaust victims 
LIKELY

18 Jun 1941 Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), son of the dayan of Chyrów, dies in Jerusalem (23 Sivan 5701).

1 Aug 1941 Dr Avraham Ovadia’s essay series “Darkhei HaMusar BeYisrael” runs in Bamishor after his death,
installments to 5 Sep 1941 CONFIRMED

26 Aug 1941 Mickey (Nicholas) Brecher marries Margaret Farkas at the Borough Hall, Bronx (licence no. 8896) 
CONFIRMED

30 Oct 1941 Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener dies in Vienna

1942–1945 Nicholas Brecher serves in the United States Army.

1942–43 Rabbi Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher of Banila’s Pshuto shel Mikra printed in Marghita
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1942 Reuven Mordechai Brecher, Meir’s brother, dies in Moghilev, Transnistria LIKELY

1942 Meilech (Emil) Gottesdiener, Holocaust victim, 16 Apr 1942 (French Ministry of Defence record) 
LIKELY

1942 Michael Goldberg, Holocaust victim, 1942, Bełżec LIKELY

1942 Elias Wahrsager registers for the draft at 1702 Clay Avenue, Bronx CONFIRMED

1942 Morris Farkas’s registration card names David Brecher of 1640 Topping Avenue as the person who will
always know his address CONFIRMED

1942 Dr Avraham Ovadia’s selected writings, “Ketavim nivharim”, are published in Jerusalem in two
volumes, the year after his death CONFIRMED

1 Apr 1942 Mickey (Nicholas) Brecher and Margaret Farkas marry a second time, in a religious ceremony in the
Bronx performed by Rabbi Solomon Teitelbaum of 961 Simpson Street, on the same licence no. 8896,
seven months after their civil wedding CONFIRMED

26 Apr 1942 Leon Brecher registers for the draft in Baltimore, running a liquor store of his own CONFIRMED

8 Jun 1942 Nicholas Brecher enlists in the U.S. Army

30 Jul 1942 Brecher Brothers, Inc. incorporated in New York County, 1220 Broadway

5 Dec 1942 Aaron Farkas, very probably the brother of Margaret Brecher’s father Morris, dies in Brooklyn; his
death certificate names his parents Solomon Farkas and Goldie Fuchs LIKELY

1943 Chaja Lea (Unger) Goldberg, Holocaust victim, 5 Jan 1943, Lwów LIKELY

26 Nov 1943 Hersch Safern, the Wahrsagers’ Berlin neighbour, dies in the Bronx; buried at Mount Zion, Queens 
CONFIRMED

1944 Pesel Brecher and many of Asher’s children die.

1944 R’ Asher’s household — Pesel and the families of Freida, Yitzchak, Yosef, Simcha Eliezer and Tema,
with Chaim Yehuda and Leah — perish at Auschwitz CONFIRMED

1944 R’ Asher’s family at Auschwitz: Pesel; Leah; Simcha Eliezer with his wife Devora née Josef (their baby
of about six months perished in the ghetto); Yosef with his wife and their two children, both born in
Grosswardein; Yitzchak and Frimet with their three children; Tema and Chaim Tabak with their four
children, among them Motti; Freida and her family; Nachum Ze’ev’s first wife Minda and their
children, among them Usher (memorial records, archive file 25052022_9244) CONFIRMED

Feb 1944 Miriam (Langsner) Brecher is buried in the Bukaczowce society plot, Mount Zion, Queens LIKELY

6 Feb 1944 Miriam Brecher née Langsner dies a widow in Manhattan; her son Harry names her parents as
Mordcha Langsner and Bela (death certificate) CONFIRMED

16 Mar 1944 Anne Eilender née Kwiat, first wife of Alex Eilender, dies.

Apr 1944 Feige (Fagie) Rudich is buried beside Selig at United Hebrew Cemetery, Staten Island LIKELY

22 May 1944 Eugene (Jenő) Brecher takes the oath of allegiance and becomes an American citizen (certificate
5955119) CONFIRMED

31 Jul 1944 Brecher Bros. begin using the TOMMY TRAVELER mark for luggage LIKELY
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1945 Chaim Leib Brecher (b. Sighet 1921), son of R’ Asher and Pesel, dies; his wife and their four children
also perished (a memorial record, item 15040134) CONFIRMED

1946 Nachum Ze’ev Brecher sits on the Agudath Israel board in Oradea; his portrait is printed LIKELY

1946 David Brecher heads the list of the Sighet youth committee of Agudath Israel (Agudath Israel Romania
report, 1946, p. 36) LIKELY

10 Mar 1946 Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager marries Ruth Seltzer at 1440 Plimpton Avenue, Bronx; David Brecher
signs as witness CONFIRMED

8 Sep 1946 Neve Ovadia at Kfar Etzion dedicated in memory of Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener) CONFIRMED

Jul 1948 Rose Eilender née Brecher is buried at Beth David Cemetery; her death certificate names her parents as
Meyer Brecher and Frieda Froner CONFIRMED

7 Jul 1948 Rose Eilender née Brecher dies in Brooklyn.

Aug 1948 Brecher Bros. launch their “four-in-one” nesting luggage set at the New York luggage show LIKELY

14 Feb 1949 Hugo Brecher sails from Hamburg on the SS Marine Tiger

30 Nov 1949 Brecher Bros. begin using the PICO mark for leather coats LIKELY

Apr 1950 1950 census: Leon and Fannie Brecher’s household in Baltimore (Confirmed); Harry and Mollie
Brecher’s in the Bronx (Likely)

Apr 1950 Elias and Malka at 1702 Clay Avenue, Bronx (1950 census) CONFIRMED

7 May 1951 A memorial notice for Dr Avraham Ovadia Gottesdiener in Netiva recalls his work for the Bnei Akiva
and HaShomer HaDati youth movements and Torah va-Avodah CONFIRMED

7 May 1951 Netiva prints a memorial notice for Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), with his portrait (p. 18) 
CONFIRMED

16 Aug 1951 Eugene and Elizabeth Brecher and Lucy and Paul Friedman are welcomed as newcomers on Lenore
Avenue, Monsey CONFIRMED

1952 Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher becomes president of Plus Marketing LIKELY

Jan 1953 Brecher Bros., 708 Broadway, make the physician’s case for the Steraject kit LIKELY

Oct 1953 Eugene Brecher is elected president of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley CONFIRMED

1954 R’ David HaKohen Brecher supports the printing of Shem Eliezer in New York, beside the Sigheter
Rav LIKELY

Feb 1954 David Brecher receives Beth Medrosh Elyon’s outstanding-citizen award in Monsey.

Oct 1954 David and Eugene Brecher are on the board of directors of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley CONFIRMED

11 Dec 1954 Elias Wahrsager dies in the Bronx (17 Kislev 5715; an earlier reading of the stone gave December 1955) 
CONFIRMED

26 Apr 1955 Hugo Chaim Brecher, son of Markus, becomes a citizen in Brooklyn.

3 Mar 1955 David Brecher dies in Suffern, New York (9 Adar 5715).

3 Mar 1955 David Brecher buried at Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon: Section 2, Block 18, Row 6, Grave 18
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19 Apr 1955 Solomon Farkas, Margaret Brecher’s brother, dies at Albany, New York, aged 39 (state death index) 
LIKELY

1958 R’ Shimshon (Alex) HaKohen Brecher appears on a Monsey subscribers’ list — the family’s earliest
dated Monsey record LIKELY

23 Oct 1958 Anne Brecher is president of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley PTA CONFIRMED

26 Oct 1961 Eugene (Yosef) Brecher dies (15 Cheshvan 5722).

3 Sep 1962 Harry Brecher dies, New York

23 Sep 1962 About this day: the Bais Yaakov High School of Spring Valley honours Esther Brecher at its fifth annual
dinner; Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik speaks CONFIRMED  (date Likely)

25 Jun 1963 Malka Wahrsager (née Unger) dies (3 Tammuz 5723).

7 Mar 1967 Mickey Brecher of Lawrence, N.Y., is granted his first U.S. patent, for a packaging and merchandising
device LIKELY

18 Jul 1967 Lea Yetta Safern, very likely Malka’s “friend L. Saffern”, is buried at Mount Zion, Queens CONFIRMED

1969 Mickey registers his Brevoni brand for wallets and pocketbooks LIKELY

30 Jul 1974 Mickey’s second packaging patent is granted LIKELY

1975 Dr Avraham Ovadia’s life of the Maharal of Prague (first printed in Jerusalem 1937–38, Likely) is
reprinted in Jerusalem as “ha-Maharal mi-Prag” CONFIRMED

6 Feb 1976 Charles B. Schwartz, Ida Brecher’s husband (born 16 Dec 1876), is buried — the date his memorial
gives as the interment LIKELY

27 Mar 1976 Ida (Chaje) Schwartz née Brecher dies

9 Dec 1978 Yitzchak (Isak) Brecher dies “in his 84th year”; buried at Holon LIKELY

1 Nov 1980 Esther Brecher dies in Florida (22 Cheshvan 5741).

8 Apr 1983 Paul Friedman dies in Dade County, Florida CONFIRMED

19 Sep 1983 Alex (Shimshon) Brecher dies (12 Tishrei 5744).

Dec 1983 Mickey founds Marketing Systems of America in West Palm Beach LIKELY

31 May 1984 Fanny (Gensler) Brecher, Leon’s wife, dies in Baltimore LIKELY

21 Dec 1984 Lucy (Ilona) Friedman née Brecher dies in Dade County, Florida CONFIRMED

22 Dec 1984 Lucy Friedman née Brecher dies.

25 Jul 1986 Hannah Brecher Rudman dies CONFIRMED

10 Oct 1988 Leon Brecher dies, Baltimore

22 Apr 1993 Devorah (Dora) Brecher née Haber, Isak’s wife, dies; buried at Holon LIKELY

23 Jan 1997 Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher dies (15 Shevat 5757).

2001 Mossad HaRav Kook, Jerusalem, publishes Dr Avraham Ovadia’s life of the Maharal of Prague, “ha-Ari
shebe-hakhme Prag” (269 pp.) CONFIRMED

26 Dec 2003 Albert Rudman, Hannah’s husband, dies CONFIRMED
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1 Oct 2010 Chaim Shaul Schondorf, husband of Freidy Brecher, dies (23 Tishrei 5771).

18 Oct 2010 Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher records his Veterans History Project interview, Surfside, Florida

11 Nov 2010 CBS Miami reports on Mickey’s war diary, his Purple Heart and Bronze Star CONFIRMED

13 Dec 2011 Yehuda Aryeh Brecher dies; he is buried on Har HaMenuchot, Jerusalem.

14 Feb 2012 Max Isaac Brecher dies in Baltimore CONFIRMED

31 May 2013 Laura Alma Brecher née Lyman, Arthur’s wife, dies; buried at Toledo Hebrew Cemetery LIKELY

12 Aug 2013 Gabriella Rothenberg née Farkas dies at Monsey, New York, aged 99 LIKELY

18 Oct 2014 Nicholas Brecher dies.

5/6 Jan 2020 Meir Brecher dies (9 Tevet 5780).

14 Jan 2020 Margaret Brecher’s graveside service at Lakeside Memorial Park, Miami CONFIRMED

11 Feb 2021 Arthur S. Brecher, chemistry professor at Bowling Green, dies; buried at Toledo Hebrew Cemetery
beside his wife Laura CONFIRMED
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C H A P T E R  O N E

The Family at the Centre
Alex and Anne Brecher and their four children

Felsőbánya · Berlin · the Bronx · Monsey · Borough Park



A

Alex and Anne Brecher
Felsőbánya, Germany and New York

lex Brecher was born Shimshon, a son of David Brecher and Esther née Klein, in the mining town of
Felsőbánya (today Baia Sprie, Romania) on 4 September 1910. His birth was entered in the town’s civil
register  four  days  later.  He  was  the  second  of  four  children;  his  brothers  Jenő  (Eugene)  and  Miklós

(Nicholas) and his sister Ilona (Lucy) were born in the same town.

In December 1928 he sailed from Trieste with his parents, brothers and sister on the SS Vulcania, and reached
New York on 31 December 1928, the date on the ship’s list (2 January 1929 in his naturalization papers). His
American papers give a different birth date, 11 July 1912, which is the date his sister Ilona was born, and which
his Social Security record also carries; both dates are shown in the table of dates the records disagree on. In 1930
he was living with his family at 972 Fox Street in the Bronx.

Anne (Chana Pessel) Wahrsager was the youngest child of Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager and Malka née Unger. Her
father’s  1926 naturalization petition lists  her  as  born on 1 November 1913 in Germany;  her  Social  Security
record, which names her Ann Paula and gives her parents as Elias Wahrsager and Malka Unger, gives 1 November
1914, Berlin. She came to New York with her mother, her sister Sabina (listed as Sarah) and her brother Kallmann
on  the  SS  Majestic  in  September  1927,  aged  13,  and  became  an  American  citizen  through  her  father’s
naturalization, admitted on 14 March 1927 (Likely). Her family’s story is told in Part V.

Alex filed his declaration of intention to become a citizen in the Bronx on 4 May 1937, under his registered given
name, giving his address as 986 Fox Street, a few doors from his parents. Alex and Anne took out their marriage
licence in the Bronx on 16 March 1938 (no.  1991).  In April  1940 the census found them at 1640 Topping
Avenue, Alex a textile salesman on his own account; their son Meir (Myron) was born on 20 October 1940. Meir
died on 9 Tevet 5780 (5/6 January 2020); he rests at Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon, in Section 2, Block 21,
Row 12, Grave 10 (Brotherhood of America plot), per the cemetery’s interment records. In 1950 they lived at
1775 Clay Avenue, two blocks from Anne’s parents, with Meir and Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby); Alex was then the
proprietor of a wholesale business. Their children were Yosef Osher Gavriel, Meir, Yehuda Aryeh and Freidy.

In the 1970s, in a reprint of the responsa Leḥem Shelomo, he dedicated a memorial to his father, David son of
Meir, and to Anne’s parents, Elisha son of Gavriel HaKohen and Malka daughter of Yehuda Aryeh; in a reprint of
the Chatan Sofer he dedicated another share to his father, David HaKohen, beside his brother-in-law Pinchas
Shalom (Paul) Friedman, who remembered his own father, Yosef Ephraim son of Yeshayahu. Alex died on 12
Tishrei  5744  (19  September  1983)  and  is  buried  in  Beth  Moses  Cemetery,  New  York,  in  the  section  of
Congregation Yetev Lev D’Satmar, beside his father and his brother Eugene. Anne died on 15 Shevat 5757 (23
January 1997), a resident of Borough Park, Brooklyn.

At a glance

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher b. 4 Sep 1910, Felsőbánya (birth act); 11 Jul 1912 in U.S. papers and Social Security
records · d. 12 Tishrei 5744 = 19 Sep 1983 · Beth Moses Cemetery, New York

Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher, née
Wahrsager

b. 1 Nov 1913, Germany (father’s petition); 1 Nov 1914, Berlin (Social Security record) ·
d. 15 Shevat 5757 = 23 Jan 1997

The Family at the Centre
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Marriage Licence no. 1991, Bronx, 16 Mar 1938

Homes 986 Fox Street (1937) · 1640 Topping Avenue (1940) · 1775 Clay Avenue (1950), all in the
Bronx

Their children Yosef Osher Gavriel · Meir (Myron) (b. 20 Oct 1940; d. 9 Tevet 5780 = 5/6 Jan 2020) ·
Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) (d. 17 Kislev 5772 = 13 Dec 2011, buried Har HaMenuchot,
Jerusalem) · Freidy

The Family at the Centre
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Memorial dedication by Shimshon HaKohen Brecher of Monsey in
the New York reprint of the responsa Leḥem Shelomo (Yoreh De’ah)
by Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Ehrenreich: in memory of his father R’
David son of R’ Meir (died 9 Adar), his father-in-law R’ Elisha son of
R’ Gavriel HaKohen (died 17 Kislev) and his mother-in-law Malka
daughter of R’ Yehuda Aryeh (died 3 Tammuz). CONFIRMED

Shlomo Zalman Ehrenreich, Leḥem Shelomo, She’elot u-Teshuvot, Yoreh De’ah
(Szinérváralja 1938; New York reprint, 1970s), dedication pages, p. 470 of the
digitised volume; HebrewBooks.org no. 784, https://hebrewbooks.org/784

Subscribers’ page of a reprint of the Chatan Sofer. Shimshon
HaKohen Brecher dedicated his share to the memory of his father,
David HaKohen; beside him his brother-in-law Pinchas Shalom
Friedman dedicated his to his father, Yosef Ephraim son of Yeshayahu. 

CONFIRMED

Chatan Sofer, Orach Chaim, reprint, subscribers’ page (HebrewBooks.org no. 7857,
p. 505)

Birth of Shimshon (Alex) Brecher, Felsőbánya, 4 September 1910, act
128. Parents: David Brecher, merchant, aged 29, and Eszter Sára
Klein, aged 24. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 121 Detail of Elias Wahrsager’s 1926 naturalization petition listing his wife

Mollie (Malka) and their children, among them Annchen (Anne),
born 1 November 1913 in Germany. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York,
petition 91265 (FamilySearch, host)

Index card to Alex Brecher’s declaration of intention to become a
citizen, filed in the Bronx on 4 May 1937 under his registered given
name, no. 130134; address 986 Fox Street. CONFIRMED

Bronx County naturalization records, declaration of intention index 1927–1952
(FamilySearch)

The Family at the Centre
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986 Fox Street, Bronx, about 1940: Alex Brecher’s address in 1937, a
few doors from his parents at no. 972. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

The City Clerk’s index of marriage licences, Bronx, 1938: Alex
Brecher, entered under his registered given name, licence no. 1991, 16
March 1938. CONFIRMED

New York City Clerk, Index to Marriage Licenses, Bronx, 1938 (Reclaim the
Records, Internet Archive)

The same index, bride’s page: Ann Wahrsager, licence no. 1991, 16
March 1938. CONFIRMED

New York City Clerk, Index to Marriage Licenses, Bronx, 1938 (Reclaim the
Records, Internet Archive)

Alex and Anna Brecher in the 1940 census, 1640 Topping Avenue,
the Bronx, two years after their marriage: Alex, 29, a textile salesman
working on his own account; Anna, 25, born in Germany. 

CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-113, sheet 5B (FamilySearch)
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1640 Topping Avenue, Bronx, about 1940: the address of David and
Esther Brecher on David’s 1942 draft registration, and of Alex and
Anne in the 1940 census. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Alex and Anne Brecher with their sons Myron (Meir) and Leslie
(Yehuda Aryeh) in the 1950 census, 1775 Clay Avenue, the Bronx.
Alex, 39, was a proprietor in the wholesale trade. CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-144, sheet 15 (FamilySearch)
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Their resting places

The gravestone of R’ Shimshon ben R’ Dovid HaKohen Brecher,
who died 12 Tishrei 5744 (19 September 1983). Beth Moses
Cemetery, New York. CONFIRMED

Family collection

The gravestone of Chana Pessel bat R’ Elisha HaKohen, wife of R’
Shimshon HaKohen Brecher, who died 15 Shevat 5757 (23 January
1997). CONFIRMED

Family collection

Family recollections
The following is family memory, as recalled in a family speech in 2021; it has not been checked against records.
Alex was born in Felsőbánya, and during the First World War the family moved to Budapest. Alex and his brother
Eugene learned with the Velpalei Rav, and later in Satmar with the Schopron Rav, R’ Posen. They came to New
York in 1929. In the Bronx the family was close to R’ Teitelbaum and to the Chenchkevitz Rav and his shul. Alex
turned down jobs that would have meant working on Shabbos, as his father — “Zeidi Dudya”, David — advised
him. With his  brothers he ran Brecher Brothers,  first  a  necktie factory and then a leather-goods and luggage
business. In Monsey he helped to build the Bais Yisroel shul, the Yeshiva of Spring Valley and Bais Medrash Elyon.
He was a Satmar chassid.
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Family photograph, the Bronx, early 1940s. Seated: very likely David and Esther Brecher; standing in the centre: Alex and Anne. The two small
children are not named. Identification by the family. LIKELY

Family collection (Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher), shared 2017
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The line in a chart
Ancestors as the records show them. Likely links are drawn dashed; people still only possible are left off.

T H E F O U R S I B L I N G S P A R E N T S G R A N D P A R E N T S G R E A T - G R A N D P A R E N T S

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen
c. 1851– · Confirmed

Freide (Fani) Brecher née Frohner
c. 1856–1900 · Confirmed

David Brecher HaKohen
1881–1955 · Confirmed

Jakab Hers (Yaakov Tzvi) Klein, a…
· Likely

Johanna (Háni) Klein née Ferencz
?–bef. 1902 · Likely

Esther (Sheindel / Eszter Sára) B…
1886–1980 · Confirmed

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher
1910–1983 · Confirmed

HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener
c. 1845–1922 · Confirmed

Sura (Sara) née Wahrsager, called…
?–c. 1880 · Likely

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen
1880–1954 · Confirmed

Yehuda Aryeh Leib (Leibisch, Leib…
c. 1851–1918 · Confirmed

Rifke (Rywka) Unger
· Likely

Malka (Mollie) Wahrsager née Unger
1880–1963 · Confirmed

Anne (Chana Pessel / Ann Paula) B…
1913–1997 · Confirmed

The four siblings
Yosef Osher Gavriel · Meir · Leiby · Freidy

The Family at the Centre

29



Records found since the book

1940 census, the Bronx: Alex S. Brecher, 29, born in Hungary, first papers taken, a textile salesman on his own account, and
Anna, 25, born in Germany, naturalized; the ages support his 4 Sep 1910 and her 1 Nov 1914 birth dates. CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, E.D. 3-113, sheet 5B, lines 78–79 (NARA T627; FamilySearch image 3:1:3QS7-L9MY-DF7C)

R’ Shimshon HaKohen Brecher (Alex) and R’ Yosef HaKohen Brecher are listed among the Monsey subscribers to Shuva
Yisrael, part II, in 1958 — the earliest dated record of the family in Monsey. LIKELY

Shuva Yisrael II (Monsey 1958) p. 157, HebrewBooks.org no. 2943

August 1948: Brecher Bros. launch a “four-in-one” set of nesting canvas bags at the National Luggage and Leather Goods
Show in New York, $100 the set (AP story). LIKELY

The Washington Post, 24 Aug 1948, “New Luggage In Pastel Hues” (AP)

Brecher Brothers, Inc., 27 W. 23rd St., held two U.S. trademarks: TOMMY TRAVELER for luggage and leather goods (in
use since 31 Jul 1944; reg. no. 804,460, 1966) and PICO for leather coats and jackets (in use since 30 Nov 1949; reg. no.
834,921, 1967). LIKELY

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office register data (serials 72158140 and 72193446)

In January 1953 Brecher Bros., 708 Broadway, made the physician’s case for the “Steraject” injection kit; in November 1948
they had a wallet advertisement on the front cover of Premium Practice. LIKELY

Modern Packaging vol. 26 no. 5 (Jan 1953); references of U.S. design patent D166,261

The full Hebrew name of Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher, Yosef Asher Gavriel ben Shimshon HaKohen Brecher, is printed
among the sponsors of three Ramchal volumes: Otzrot Ramchal (Bnei Brak 1986), Adir BaMarom vol. II (Jerusalem 1988)
and Sha’arei Ramchal (Bnei Brak 1989). CONFIRMED

HebrewBooks.org nos. 51264 p. 344, 51258 p. 174, 51288 p. 486

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher and Anne Wahrsager were married on 3 April 1938, 10 p.m., at Burnside Manor, 71–85 Burnside
Avenue, Bronx, by Rabbi P. S. Rottenberg. Both sets of parents are named: David Brecher and Esther Klein; Elias Wahrsager
and Mollie Unger. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Bronx 1938 marriage licence and certificate no. 1991

Burnside Manor, the hall at 85 West Burnside Avenue in the Bronx where Alex and Anne married on 3 April 1938, now has
pictures on the site: the city’s tax photograph of about 1940 and a 1950s view. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives 1940s tax photographs; Wikimedia Commons

Anne Brecher in the Monsey papers: hostess and class mother at the Yeshiva of Spring Valley PTA in October 1953, co-
chairman of its sale in 1955, PTA president in 1958, then president of the Women’s League, handing over at its June 1959
installation (tickets “by calling Ann Brecher, EL 6-0422”). Alex was on the yeshiva’s 1953 banquet committee and a building
sponsor of Beth Medrosh Elyon in 1962. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram 22 Oct 1953, 27 Oct 1955, 23 Oct 1958, 15 Jan 1959, 4 Jun 1959; Rockland County Leader 30 Jul 1953; Ramapo Valley Independent 5 Jul
1962 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Pictures and records found since the book
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Monsey subscribers to Shuva Yisrael, 1958: R’ Yosef HaKohen
Brecher and R’ Shimshon HaKohen Brecher — the earliest dated
record of the family in Monsey. LIKELY

Shuva Yisrael, part II (Monsey 1958), p. 157, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 2943)

August 1948: at the National Luggage and Leather Goods Show in
New York, Brecher Bros. introduce a “four-in-one” set of canvas bags
that nest inside one another, $100 the set. LIKELY

The Washington Post (AP), 24 Aug 1948, via Internet Archive
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Certificate of the marriage of Alex (Shimshon) Brecher and Anne
Wahrsager, Bronx, 3 April 1938, no. 1991. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives

Affidavit for their marriage licence, 16 March 1938, with both
signatures and both sets of parents. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives
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The corner of West Burnside and Harrison Avenues, Bronx, in the
city's tax photograph of about 1940. The 'Burnside Manor' sign is
visible at the far left. Alex (Shimshon) Brecher and Anne Wahrsager
married at Burnside Manor on 3 April 1938.
Courtesy NYC Municipal Archives (1940s Tax Department photographs). License:
City of New York public record; credit line requested.

Burnside Manor, the catering hall at 85 West Burnside Avenue in the
Bronx (the former Kelton Theatre), in the 1950s. Alex and Anne were
married here in 1938.
Morris Heights Health Center (uploader MHHC123), via Wikimedia Commons.
License: Public domain (as tagged on Commons).

Orangetown Telegram, 14 February 1963: Alex Brecher among the
sponsors of a Beth Medrosh Elyon testimonial dinner. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 14 Feb 1963 (NYS Historic Newspapers)

Alex and Anna Brecher in the 1940 U.S. census, the Bronx: “Brecher,
Alex S.”, head, 29, born in Hungary, first papers taken, a salesman of
textiles working on his own account; “Anna”, wife, 25, born in
Germany, naturalized. Both lived in the same place in 1935. Rent $39
a month. CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, New York, S.D. 49, E.D. 3-113, sheet 5B, lines 78–79,
enumerated 4 April 1940 (NARA T627; image via FamilySearch, record
1:1:KQBN-RB8, image 3:1:3QS7-L9MY-DF7C)
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People of this chapter
Meir (Myron) Brecher (1940–2020) · Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) Brecher (?–2011) · Alex (Shimshon) Brecher (1910–1983) · Anne
(Chana Pessel / Ann Paula) Brecher née Wahrsager (1913–1997) · Chedva (?–c. 2014) · Chaim Shaul Schondorf (?–2010) · Baruch · 
Yute bat Baruch (?–1914) · Jochwed Sauer née Unger (c. 1889–)

Sources for this chapter
Shlomo Zalman Ehrenreich, Leḥem Shelomo, She’elot u-Teshuvot, Yoreh De’ah (Szinérváralja 1938; New York reprint, 1970s), dedication pages, p.
470 of the digitised volume; HebrewBooks.org no. 784, https://hebrewbooks.org/784
Chatan Sofer, Orach Chaim, reprint, subscribers’ page (HebrewBooks.org no. 7857, p. 505)
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 121
U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York, petition 91265 (FamilySearch, host)
Bronx County naturalization records, declaration of intention index 1927–1952 (FamilySearch)
NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives
New York City Clerk, Index to Marriage Licenses, Bronx, 1938 (Reclaim the Records, Internet Archive)
1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-113, sheet 5B (FamilySearch)
1950 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-144, sheet 15 (FamilySearch)
Family collection
Family collection (Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher), shared 2017
1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, E.D. 3-113, sheet 5B, lines 78–79 (NARA T627; FamilySearch image 3:1:3QS7-L9MY-DF7C)
Shuva Yisrael II (Monsey 1958) p. 157, HebrewBooks.org no. 2943
The Washington Post, 24 Aug 1948, “New Luggage In Pastel Hues” (AP)
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office register data (serials 72158140 and 72193446)
Modern Packaging vol. 26 no. 5 (Jan 1953); references of U.S. design patent D166,261
HebrewBooks.org nos. 51264 p. 344, 51258 p. 174, 51288 p. 486
NYC Municipal Archives, Bronx 1938 marriage licence and certificate no. 1991
NYC Municipal Archives 1940s tax photographs; Wikimedia Commons
Orangetown Telegram 22 Oct 1953, 27 Oct 1955, 23 Oct 1958, 15 Jan 1959, 4 Jun 1959; Rockland County Leader 30 Jul 1953; Ramapo Valley
Independent 5 Jul 1962 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
Shuva Yisrael, part II (Monsey 1958), p. 157, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 2943)
The Washington Post (AP), 24 Aug 1948, via Internet Archive
NYC Municipal Archives
Courtesy NYC Municipal Archives (1940s Tax Department photographs). License: City of New York public record; credit line requested.
Morris Heights Health Center (uploader MHHC123), via Wikimedia Commons. License: Public domain (as tagged on Commons).
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 14 Feb 1963 (NYS Historic Newspapers)
1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, New York, S.D. 49, E.D. 3-113, sheet 5B, lines 78–79, enumerated 4 April 1940 (NARA T627; image via FamilySearch,
record 1:1:KQBN-RB8, image 3:1:3QS7-L9MY-DF7C)
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C H A P T E R  T W O

David & Esther Brecher
Felsőbánya and the Bronx

Felsőbánya · Nagybánya · Trieste · the Bronx · Monsey · Spring Valley



D

Marriage and Children in Felsőbánya
1906–1915

avid Brecher was born on 20 July 1881 in Siret (Sereth), in Bukovina, a son of Meir Brecher and Freide née
Frohner. On 21 November 1906 he married Eszter Sára (Esther) Klein in Felsőbánya, the daughter of
Jakab Hersch (Hermann) Klein, a merchant of the town. The civil marriage act, kept in the Maramureș

archives, names David’s parents and gives his birthplace and date; its back carries the witnesses’ signatures.

The couple  made their  home in  Felsőbánya,  where  David is  described in  the  registers  as  a  draper,  a  fashion
merchant and a merchant. Four children were born there: Jenő (Eugene) in 1908, Shimshon (Alex) in 1910 (11
July  1912 in his  American papers),  Ilona (Lucy)  in 1912 and Miklós  (Nicholas)  in  1915.  Alex’s  birth act  is
reproduced in Part I. The town’s synagogue was built from 1909, while the family lived there.
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Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie), painted by Vilmos Aba-Novák in 1925.
Vilmos Aba-Novák, Felsőbánya (1925), via Wikimedia Commons

Birth of Jenő (Eugene) Brecher, Felsőbánya, 1 November 1908, act
157. Parents: David Brecher, draper, 27, and Eszter Klein, 22. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 62

Birth of Ilona (Lucy) Brecher, Felsőbánya, 11 July 1912, act 97.
Parents: David Brecher, merchant, 31, and Eszter Sára Klein, 26. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 178

Civil marriage of David Brecher and Eszter Sára Klein, Felsőbánya, 21
November 1906, act 38. David is entered as born 20 July 1881 in
Siret, son of Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner; the bride’s father is
Jakab Hersch Klein, merchant of Felsőbánya. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya marriages, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00044, p. 152
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The same marriage act, reverse: the witnesses and the signatures of the
bride and groom. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, unit
MM-F-00743-1-1-00044, p. 152v

Birth of Miklós (Nicholas) Brecher, Felsőbánya, 22 November 1915,
act 112. Parents: David Brecher, merchant, 36, and Eszter Klein, 29. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 262
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The chapter on the Jewish community of Felsőbánya in the memorial
book of Nagybánya and its region: its dayan R’ Májer Zeév Nadler,
and the synagogue built from 1909.
Emlékkönyv Nagybánya, Nagysomkút, Felsőbánya… (Tel Aviv, 1996), Yiddish
Book Center collection, Internet Archive

The same chapter, continued.
Emlékkönyv Nagybánya, Nagysomkút, Felsőbánya… (Tel Aviv, 1996), Yiddish
Book Center collection, Internet Archive

Esther’s family, the Kleins
Esther’s father appears in her marriage act as Jakab Hers Klein, a grocer of Felsőbánya, and her mother only as
“Mrs Jakab Hers Klein”; on Esther’s gravestone she is Esther Sheindel bat Yaakov Tzvi. A margin note of 1907 on
the death act of his daughter Berta gives his name as Herman Klein, and under that name he appears in the town’s
papers: he rented the smaller town shop in the market for 1901–1903, sat among the highest-taxpaying members
of the town assembly in 1904 and 1905 and as a substitute in 1906, owned a house on Kossuth Lajos utca at the
west end of town, and was still giving to the war-relief collections in 1915 — the same civic path David Brecher
followed a few years later. LIKELY

Esther’s mother was very probably Johanna (Háni) Ferencz. Herman Klein and Háni Ferencz are the parents
named on Samuel’s marriage act of 1902 and on Berta’s death act of 1907, and on 5 March 1890, three years after
Esther’s birth, they had a son, Shimon, entered in the Nagybánya Jewish birth register; Esther’s own entry leaves
her mother unnamed, but every child of Herman’s known from those years was Háni’s. Berta and Samuel were
then Esther’s full sister and brother. Berta, also called Erzsébet, was born in Nagysomkút about 1875 and married
Mihály Fogel, an innkeeper and merchant of Felsőbánya; their sons Izrael Áron and Zoltán were born in 1904 and
1907, and Berta died in October 1907. Samuel (Pinkász) Klein, a general merchant on Hunyadi tér,  married
Jozefa (Pepi) Szalavitz in 1902; he and his father appear together on the town’s list of highest taxpayers for 1908,
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and on 16 August 1915 Samuel and David Brecher were called up for military service on the same day. Shimon
Klein,  Esther’s  younger brother,  became a merchant in Felsőbánya and served as  an infantryman in the First
World War; his portrait was printed in a 1941 book on the Transylvanian regiments. Mária Cziment, who died in
1915 aged 65 and is named as the wife of a Herman Klein, was probably Herman’s second wife, married after
1890 — Esther’s stepmother. LIKELY

David & Esther Brecher

42



Death of Mária Cziment, wife of Herman Klein, Felsőbánya, 29
January 1915, act 14, aged 65; her father Salamon Cziment. She may
have been a second wife of Esther’s father. POSSIBLE

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya deaths, unit MM-F-00743-2-00623, image 180

Death of Berta Klein, wife of Mihály Fogel, Felsőbánya, 15 October
1907, act 122, aged 33. Her father is entered as Jakab Klein, corrected
in the margin to Herman Klein; her mother as the late Johanna
Ferencz. LIKELY

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya deaths, unit MM-F-00743-2-00623, image 21

Herman Klein takes the lease of the smaller town shop in the
Felsőbánya market for 1901–1903, at 60 crowns a year. LIKELY

Nagybánya és Vidéke, 2 December 1900 (Hungaricana)

From the town assembly, December 1901: Herman Klein asks to give
up the lease of town shop no. 1, which the police captain had
forbidden him to use as a storeroom; the assembly declines. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 15 December 1901 (Hungaricana)
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Marriage of Sámuel Pinkász Klein, Felsőbánya, 18 February 1902, act
8. His parents are Hermann Klein and Háni Ferencz, the same parents
as Berta’s. Samuel was Esther’s brother. LIKELY

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya marriages, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00043

Shimon Klein of Felsőbánya, Esther’s younger brother, born in 1890,
in uniform during the First World War. LIKELY

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, 15000/14693547, from L. Deseő,
Erdélyi ezredek a világháborúban (1941); birth: Nagybánya Jewish birth register,
Book 39, p. 32, as indexed in the JewishGen Hungary database
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Birth of Szidónia Klein, Felsőbánya, 13 January 1903, act 8 — first
child of Samuel Klein, general merchant, born in Nagysomkút, and
Pepi (Jozefa) Szalavitz. LIKELY

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Baia
Sprie births 1901–1903

Herman Klein among the highest-taxpaying members of the
Felsőbánya town assembly for 1904. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 9 December 1903 (Hungaricana)
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Birth of Izrael Áron Fogel, Felsőbánya, 18 May 1904, act 91 — son of
Mihály Fogel, merchant, and Erzsébet (Berta) Klein, born in
Nagysomkút, Esther’s elder sister. LIKELY

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Baia
Sprie births 1904–1906

A small fire in the house of Samuel Klein on Hunyadi tér, Felsőbánya,
quickly put out, August 1904. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 31 August 1904 (Hungaricana)

The same list for 1905: Herman Klein, paying 130.70 crowns in tax. 
LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 4 January 1905 (Hungaricana)
The list for 1906: Herman Klein among the substitute members. 

LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 8 November 1905 (Hungaricana)
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“The Herman Klein house” on Kossuth Lajos utca, at the west end of
Felsőbánya, used as a landmark in a town-assembly report of October
1906. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 10 October 1906 (Hungaricana)

Birth of Zoltán Fogel, Felsőbánya, 21 February 1907, act 46 — son of
Mihály Fogel, entrepreneur, and Berta Klein, of Fazekas utca 344. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Baia
Sprie births 1907–1919

Samuel Klein and his father Herman Klein, both on Felsőbánya’s list
of highest taxpayers for 1908. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 4 December 1907 (Hungaricana)
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Samuel Klein’s family
Samuel Klein and Józefa (Pepi) Szalavitz, born at Náprád, made their home on Nagybányai utca in Felsőbánya,
where Samuel is entered in the birth registers as a merchant and later as a general merchant. His own birthplace is
given as Nagysomkút in the acts of 1903 and 1906 and as Felsőbánya in that of 1904. Their first child, Szidónia,
was born on 13 January 1903 and died on 12 March 1904; seven more children followed between 1904 and 1919:
Róza, Margit, Mathild, Blanka, József, Sándor and Miklós.

Birth of Róza Klein, 29 June 1904, Felsőbánya, daughter of Samuel
Klein, general merchant, and Józefa Szalavitz. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Baia
Sprie (Felsőbánya) births 1904–1906, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00042, act 116

Birth of Margit Klein, 30 May 1906, Felsőbánya, daughter of Samuel
Klein, merchant, born at Nagysomkút, and Józefa Szalavitz of
Náprád. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Baia
Sprie (Felsőbánya) births 1904–1906, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00042, act 88

Children of Samuel and Józefa Klein, all born in Felsőbánya

Szidónia b. 13 Jan 1903, d. 12 Mar 1904 LIKELY

Róza b. 29 Jun 1904 CONFIRMED

Margit b. 30 May 1906 CONFIRMED

Mathild b. 18 Apr 1908 CONFIRMED

Blanka b. 15 Dec 1909 CONFIRMED

József b. 15 Nov 1911 CONFIRMED

Sándor b. 6 Sep 1913 CONFIRMED

Miklós Confirmed
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David Brecher in the Felsőbánya and Nagybánya press
The local papers record David Brecher as a man of standing in Felsőbánya: elected an alternate member of the
town council in July 1910, leasing a town shop in Nagybánya in 1914, and called up for military service on 16
August 1915. Esther’s family, the Kleins, appear too: Herman Klein rented the town’s small shop no. 1 in 1901
and sat among the council’s highest taxpayers, and Shimon Klein served in the war in 1915.
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David Brecher elected an alternate member of the Felsőbánya town
council, July 1910. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, July 1910

David Brecher among the Felsőbánya men called up for military
service, 16 August 1915. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, August 1915

David Brecher leases shop no. XII from the town of Nagybánya,
1914. LIKELY

Nagybánya és Vidéke, 1914 Herman Klein, tenant of the Felsőbánya town’s small shop no. 1,
1901. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 1901

Herman Klein among the highest-taxpaying members (virilists) of the
Felsőbánya town council. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 1903

Felsőbánya in the 1910s, the town where David and Esther Brecher
raised their children. CONFIRMED

Contemporary postcard view
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The main square and church of Felsőbánya, 1942. CONFIRMED

Contemporary postcard view

The main square of Nagybánya, c. 1910. CONFIRMED

Contemporary postcard view

Shimon Klein of Felsőbánya in war service, 1915. LIKELY

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 1915

In the Local Newspapers
Felsőbánya and Nagybánya, 1910–1915

The weekly papers of Felsőbánya and the neighbouring towns, now digitized by Hungaricana, show David and
Esther Brecher as settled members of the town. In July 1910 David was elected a substitute member of the town
assembly; that December he gave to the Christmas celebration of the state kindergarten; and in October 1912 the
town assembly admitted him, as  a  merchant,  into the municipal  community.  In February 1914 the town of
Nagybánya leased its shop premises no. XII to a David Brecher, probably he.

When war came in 1914 both appear in the town’s lists of gifts: David pledging monthly war relief and giving to
the families of men at the front and to the town’s soldiers, Esther (listed, as was the custom, as “Brecher Dávidné”,
Mrs David Brecher) giving bedding to the war hospital and a pair of gold earrings to the gold collection. On 16
August 1915 David, then 34, was called up for military service on the same day as Esther’s brother Samuel Klein;
their names are nos. 462 and 494 in the town’s published list.
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Nagybánya (Baia Mare), 1914–1918.
K.u.k. Kriegspressequartier / Austrian National Library (BildID 15716690)

David Brecher named an alternate member of a town committee after
the municipal elections, 28 July 1910. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 28 July 1910 (Hungaricana)

Donors to the Christmas-tree celebration of the Felsőbánya state
kindergarten, December 1910 — David Brecher among them. 

CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 15 December 1910 (Hungaricana)

The town assembly admits “Brecher Dávid kereskedő” (merchant)
into the municipal community, 17 October 1912. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 17 October 1912 (Hungaricana)

The town of Nagybánya leases its shop premises no. XII to David
Brecher for 450 crowns a year, February 1914; no town of residence is
given for him. POSSIBLE

Nagybánya és Vidéke, 22 February 1914 (Hungaricana)

David Brecher pledges two crowns a month to the war relief fund,
August 1914. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 20 August 1914 (Hungaricana)
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Gifts for the war hospital: “Brecher Dávidné” — two pillows, a
blanket, a sheet and a straw mattress, September 1914. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 3 September 1914 (Hungaricana)

The gold collection for the war: “Brecher Dávidné egy pár arany
fülfüggő” — Mrs David Brecher, a pair of gold earrings, September
1914. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 17 September 1914 (Hungaricana)

Payments for September 1914 toward aid for the families of men at
the front: Brecher [Dávid], two crowns. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 1 October 1914 (Hungaricana)

A collection for the town’s men called up to the army, November
1914 — David Brecher among the donors. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 26 November 1914 (Hungaricana)

Gifts given in place of New Year greetings, January 1915: David
Brecher, two crowns. CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 21 January 1915 (Hungaricana)

“Brecher Dávid úr Felsőbányáról” — David Brecher of Felsőbánya —
gives ten crowns to the Szatmár Jewish Women’s Society, March 1915. 

CONFIRMED

Szamos (Szatmár), 23 March 1915 (Hungaricana)
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A public sale notice of August 1915: hay bought by “Brecher Dávid
felsőbányai lakos” — David Brecher of Felsőbánya — from a farmer of
Kővárhosszúfalu, to be resold. CONFIRMED

Kővárvidék (Nagysomkút), 1 August 1915 (Hungaricana)

The Felsőbánya men called up for military service on 16 August 1915:
no. 462, David Brecher, and no. 494, Samuel Klein, Esther’s brother. 

CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 16 September 1915 (Hungaricana)

The Crossing and the Bronx
1928–1950

In December 1928 David and Esther left Europe with their four children. Their last home there was Budapest.
They sailed from Trieste on the SS Vulcania on 19 December 1928 and reached New York on 31 December 1928,
the date on the ship’s list (2 January 1929 in the naturalization papers). It was the Vulcania’s maiden voyage: the
new Cosulich liner left Trieste for the first time on 19 December 1928, calling at Patras and Naples, and the
Brechers were among her first passengers to New York. The manifest gives David’s destination as Congregation
Bikur Cholim, 1080 Tiffany Street, in the Bronx, and names his sister Rosa, who had been in New York since
1913.

By April  1930 the family lived at  972 Fox Street  in the Bronx,  where David made neckties.  He declared his
intention to become a citizen in 1932 — the declaration carries his photograph — and petitioned for citizenship
in March 1934; he was sworn in as a citizen on 25 June 1934. His papers repeat his birth in Siret on 20 July 1881,
give Esther’s birth as 25 December 1886, and list the children with dates that differ from the Felsőbánya registers.

The children married in New York: Lucy to Paul Friedman, a jeweller, at the Bronx Borough Hall on 27 June
1934, both giving 972 Fox Street as their address (Paul’s father, Joseph Friedman, was in Hebrew Yosef Ephraim
son of Yeshayahu); Eugene to Elizabeth Zelig in 1938; Alex to Anne Wahrsager in the same year. Eugene, a men’s-
neckwear manufacturer, petitioned for citizenship about 1941. In 1940 David and Esther lived in the Bronx with
their  youngest  son,  Nicholas,  and in  1942 David,  registering  for  the  draft  from 1640 Topping Avenue,  was
working for Joseph Feldstein & Son at 46 Walker Street in Manhattan. Nicholas served in the United States Army
from 8 June 1942 to 24 January 1945. Around 1951 David and Esther moved to Monsey, in Rockland County.
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David Brecher, from his 1932 declaration of intention, Southern
District of New York. CONFIRMED

New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991,
Southern District of New York (filed with his 1934 petition); FamilySearch

The Cosulich liner Vulcania, which brought the Brecher family to
New York at the turn of 1929, photographed at Cannes on 19 January
1929 on her next voyage.
Agence Rol, Bibliothèque nationale de France (Gallica), public domain, via
Wikimedia Commons

The SS Vulcania, sailing from Trieste on 19 December 1928: the
Brecher family — David, Esther and their four children, among them
Alex. CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

The second page of the Vulcania’s list, headed “Arriving at Port of
New York, December 31, 1928” (lines 13–18): the family were going
to 1080 Tiffany Street in the Bronx, the address of David’s sister Rosa,
and intended to stay permanently. It records David at 5 ft 8 in and
Esther at 5 ft 3 in, and the children Eugen at 5 ft 8 in, Alex at 5 ft 2 in,
Ilona at 5 ft 1 in and Nicolaus at 4 ft 7 in, all fair-complexioned with
brown hair and eyes. CONFIRMED

New York, New York Passenger and Crew Lists, 1909, 1925–1958 (FamilySearch),
right-hand page, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-954Z-R6Z
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Detail of the same manifest: David Brecher bound for Congregation
Bikur Cholim, 1080 Tiffany Street, Bronx; his sister Rosa named. 

CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

1080 Tiffany Street, Bronx, about 1940: the home of Congregation
Bikur Cholim, the address given for “Sister Rosa Brecher” on the
family’s 1928 arrival record. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

The Brecher household in the 1930 census, 972 Fox Street, Bronx:
David, 49, Esther, 43, and their four children, Alex then 18. 

CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-353, sheet 24A, lines 24–29, U.S. National
Archives (FamilySearch, host)
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972 Fox Street, Bronx, photographed for the city tax rolls about 1940:
the Brecher family’s home in the 1930 census and on David Brecher’s
naturalization papers. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

David Brecher’s Declaration of Intention, 1932: born 20 July 1881 in
Siret; wife Esther; their children. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York,
declaration 328927 (FamilySearch, host)

The certificate of arrival filed with David Brecher’s declaration of
intention: the immigration records confirm that he was lawfully
admitted at New York on 2 January 1929, from the SS Vulcania
(certificate issued 29 January 1932). CONFIRMED

New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991
(FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3QS7-89HN-93GM

David Brecher’s Petition for Citizenship, no. 229724, Southern
District of New York, March 1934. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York
(FamilySearch, host)
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On the reverse of his petition David Brecher signed the oath of
allegiance, renouncing allegiance to Carol II, King of Romania; he
was sworn in as a citizen of the United States on 25 June 1934
(certificate no. 3819630). CONFIRMED

New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991
(FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89HN-93PK

Detail of the 1934 petition: the four children, with the dates the
American papers give them. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records (FamilySearch, host)

Certificate and Record of Marriage of Paul Friedman and Lucy
Brecher, Bronx, 27 June 1934. Both lived at 972 Fox Street; the bride’s
parents are David Brecher and Esther Klein; the groom’s are Joseph
Friedman and Gizella Berger. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Bronx marriages 1934, no. 6262

Paul Friedman’s petition for naturalization, Southern District of New
York, filed 28 April 1939: born at Glod, Romania, on 9 November
1906; jeweler and watchmaker, 305 Mount Eden Avenue, Bronx;
married Lucy (born Baia Sprie, 4 September 1913; arrived 2 January
1929) in the Bronx on 27 June 1934. Lucy had become a citizen
through her father, David Brecher, naturalized 25 June 1934
(certificate no. 3819630). CONFIRMED

New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991
(FamilySearch), Southern District, petition no. 327852, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS76-SCPZ
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Paul Friedman’s draft registration card, Bronx, 16 October 1940:
born 9 November 1906 in Romania; his father Joseph Friedman
named as the person who would always know his address; his own
watch and jewelry shop in the Hudson Tubes terminal at 33rd Street
and Broadway. CONFIRMED

New York, New York City, World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1940–1947
(FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WZ9R-7FMM

The reverse of the card describes him as 5 ft 7 in and 180 lb, with
brown eyes, brown hair and a light complexion. CONFIRMED

New York, New York City, World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1940–1947
(FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3H7-
FSQ1-L

“Marriage Licenses”: Eugene Brecher, 986 Fox Street, Bronx, and
Elizabeth Zelig, 466 Jerome Street, 2 March 1938. LIKELY

Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 2 March 1938 (Fulton History)

Eugene (Jenő) Brecher’s petition for naturalization, Southern District
of New York, about 1941: a men’s-neckwear manufacturer at 305
Mount Eden Avenue, Bronx, he had arrived with his family on the
Vulcania on 2 January 1929 (31 December 1928 on the ship’s list). 

CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York
(FamilySearch)
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Certificate of arrival no. 2-208042 for Jenő (Eugene) Brecher, issued
by the Bureau of Naturalization on 3 February 1932: arrived at New
York on the SS Vulcania, 2 January 1929. CONFIRMED

New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991,
Southern District of New York, petition 379085; FamilySearch

David and Esther Brecher with their son Nicholas (“Mickey”) in the
1940 census, Bronx. CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-113, sheet 5A, lines 28–30, U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch, host)

David Brecher’s draft registration card, April 1942: 1640 Topping
Avenue, Bronx; born 20 July 1881, “Sereth, Rumania”; signed in his
own hand. CONFIRMED

U.S. World War II draft registration cards, 1942, U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch, host)

The reverse of the same card describes David Brecher as 5 ft 10 in tall
and 160 lb, with brown eyes, gray hair and a dark complexion,
wearing glasses. CONFIRMED

United States, World War II Draft Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1942,
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-X474-QV
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46 Walker Street, Manhattan, about 1940: the premises of Joseph
Feldstein & Son, where David Brecher worked in 1942. 

CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Brecher Brothers
Alex and his brothers ran the family firm, Brecher Brothers (identification by the family). By family memory it
began as a necktie factory and turned to leather goods and luggage. Brecher Brothers, Inc. was incorporated on
30 July 1942 in New York County, at 1220 Broadway, and was dissolved in 1992 (New York Department of
State).  In 1946 the firm advertised luggage from 708 Broadway; about 1947–48 it made the “Travel Crib”, a
suitcase that opened into a baby’s bed, which the business press noticed; in 1961 it leased space at 27 West 23rd
Street, and later kept a showroom at 180 Madison Avenue.

David & Esther Brecher

61



120 Allen Street, Manhattan, c. 1940, the address of Nicholas
Brecher’s necktie business. CONFIRMED

New York City 1940 tax photographs (NYC Municipal Archives)

1220 Broadway, Manhattan, c. 1940 — the address given when
Brecher Brothers, Inc. was incorporated in 1942. CONFIRMED

New York City 1940 tax photographs (NYC Municipal Archives)
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Brecher Brothers luggage advertisement, 708 Broadway, New York,
1946. CONFIRMED

Luggage trade magazine, 1946

A second Brecher Brothers advertisement of 1946 (style 723), 708
Broadway. CONFIRMED

Luggage trade magazine, 1946

Brecher Brothers in the Manhattan telephone directory, 1946. 
LIKELY

Manhattan telephone directory, 1946

The Brecher Brothers “Travel Crib”, a suitcase that opened into a
baby’s bed, c. 1947. CONFIRMED

Surviving example
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The Travel Crib’s Brecher Brothers nameplate, c. 1947. 
CONFIRMED

Surviving example

38 West 32nd Street, Manhattan, c. 1940, a later Brecher Brothers
address. LIKELY

New York City 1940 tax photographs (NYC Municipal Archives)
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27 West 23rd Street, Manhattan (photographed c. 1940), where
Brecher Brothers leased space in 1961. CONFIRMED

New York City 1940 tax photographs; The New York Times, 1961

180 Madison Avenue, Manhattan (photographed c. 1940), the later
Brecher Brothers showroom. CONFIRMED

New York City 1940 tax photographs; The New York Times, 1964
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Brecher Brothers “Tommy Traveler” advertisement, 1953. LIKELY

Coffee and Tea Industries, 1953
A Chanukah game night at the Monsey home of Paul and Lucy
Friedman, December 1957; the Brecher wives served as hostesses, and
the prizes were donated by Brecher Bros., the family's luggage
business. LIKELY

Orangetown Telegram (Pearl River, N.Y.), late December 1957 (event Wed. 18 Dec
1957) — fultonhistory.com file "Pearl River NY Orangetown Telegram 1957-1958
- 0593.pdf" (Old Fulton NY Post Cards, free).

Brecher Bros. Inc., 38 West 32nd Street, Manhattan: a help-wanted
advertisement, 1943. CONFIRMED

The New York Times, 25 August 1961, "More Space Taken by Brass Concern;
Entire Floor at 72 5th Ave. Leased — Other Rentings" (nytimes.com archive
abstract). Grade: (family firm, as above).
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The Brecher Brothers Travel Crib noticed in Financial World, 1948. 
CONFIRMED

The New York Times, 25 August 1961, "More Space Taken by Brass Concern;
Entire Floor at 72 5th Ave. Leased — Other Rentings" (nytimes.com archive
abstract). Grade: (family firm, as above).

Business Week's new-products column, 10 July 1948, on the Brecher
Bros. Travel Crib — a crib and play pen that folded into a 37-lb case
"like a piece of luggage". CONFIRMED

Business Week, no. 984 (10 July 1948), new-products column; Internet Archive item
sim_business-week_1948-07-10_984, leaf 43 — https://archive.org/details/
sim_business-week_1948-07-10_984. (The same product is described in Commerce
magazine, Aug 1948, item commerce-magazine_1948-08_45_7, leaf 44 — text
only, not saved.)
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Three bags stored in one": Brecher Brothers' nesting luggage set —
four cases of waterproof canvas bound in cowhide, $100 the set — in
Popular Science, April 1949. LIKELY

Popular Science Monthly, vol. 154 no. 4 (April 1949), new-products pages, p. [leaf
300]; Internet Archive item sim_popular-science_1949-04_154_4 — https://
archive.org/details/sim_popular-science_1949-04_154_4

In 1953 the former Vice President Alben W. Barkley received a leather
wallet made by Brecher Bros., Inc. after speaking at the Shoe Service
Institute's convention banquet in Chicago. LIKELY

Leather and Shoes, vol. 126 no. 4 (25 July 1953), "Illinois" news column; Internet
Archive item sim_leather-and-shoes_1953-07-25_126_4, leaf 31 — https://
archive.org/details/sim_leather-and-shoes_1953-07-25_126_4

Eugene and Nicholas
Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher,  a son of David and Esther, was born in November 1915 and died in 2014. He
enlisted in the U.S. Army on 8 June 1942 and served in North Africa, Sicily and Italy. On 18 October 2010, in
Surfside, Florida, he recorded a 59-minute interview about his war for the Library of Congress Veterans History
Project, which also keeps his wartime photo album (Nicholas Brecher Collection, AFC/2001/001/77021). In
1950 he was a sales manager in the wholesale luggage trade, beside his brother Eugene; in later business life he was
known as Mickey Brecher. His wife Margaret (23 August 1920 – 12 January 2020), born in Czechoslovakia,
outlived him and died in Florida at ninety-nine; she is remembered at Lakeside Memorial Park, Miami LIKELY .
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Eugene Brecher, 39, proprietor of a wholesale luggage business, and
his wife Elizabeth in the 1950 census, the Bronx. CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. census, the Bronx, ED 3-144 (National Archives)

Nicholas Brecher, 34, sales manager in the wholesale luggage trade, in
the 1950 census, the Bronx. CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. census, the Bronx, ED 3-145 (National Archives)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, 1943, from his
wartime photo album: the soldier on the left, beside the film
comedian Joe E. Brown, who signed the photo “Joe E.
Brown” (Brown entertained the troops overseas during the war). 

CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, 1942, from his
wartime photo album. LIKELY

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)
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Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, c. 1943, from
his wartime photo album. LIKELY

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, c. 1943, from
his wartime photo album. LIKELY

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, c. 1944, from
his wartime photo album. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)
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A page of Nicholas Brecher’s wartime photo album, North Africa,
Sicily and Italy, 1942–44. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)

A page of Nicholas Brecher’s wartime photo album, North Africa,
Sicily and Italy, 1942–44. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)
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A page of Nicholas Brecher’s wartime photo album, North Africa,
Sicily and Italy, 1942–44. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)

A page of Nicholas Brecher’s wartime photo album, North Africa,
Sicily and Italy, 1942–44. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021)
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Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher, aged 94, recording his wartime story for
the Library of Congress Veterans History Project at his home in
Surfside, Florida, 18 October 2010. Drafted in 1942, he served with
Company I, 30th Infantry Regiment, Third Infantry Division, in
North Africa and Sicily. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, American Folklife Center, Veterans History Project, Nicholas
Brecher Collection, AFC/2001/001/77021 — https://www.loc.gov/item/
afc2001001.77021/ ; video https://www.loc.gov/resource/
afc2001001.77021.mv0001001/ (MP4 https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/
vhp/0770/077021/afc2001001_077021_mv0001001_640x480_800.mp4); photos
https://www.loc.gov/resource/afc2001001.77021.ph0001001/ (sp=1–99).

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher noted in Advertising Age, 1961. LIKELY

Advertising Age, vol. 32 no. 10 (6 March 1961), p. [leaf 45]; Internet Archive item
sim_advertising-age_1961-03-06_32_10 — https://archive.org/details/
sim_advertising-age_1961-03-06_32_10

Monsey and Spring Valley
Rockland County, 1951–1980

Around 1951 David and Esther Brecher settled on Lenore Avenue in Monsey, in Rockland County, where their
sons Alex and Eugene and their daughter Lucy with her husband Paul Friedman also made their homes. The
family was closely bound up with the young Torah institutions of the area. David was one of the first directors of
the Yeshiva of Spring Valley and of Beth Medrosh Elyon in Monsey, and early in 1954 Beth Medrosh Elyon
presented him with its award as outstanding citizen of the year. Eugene served as president of the Yeshiva of
Spring Valley in 1953–54 and later as a vice-president; in 1956 Alex, Eugene and Paul Friedman sat together on its
board of directors, and Alex was a sponsor and co-chairman of yeshiva dinners into the 1960s. By 1958 Alex and
Anne Brecher’s home was at 8 Lenore Avenue, a few doors from the Friedmans at no. 4.
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David died on 9 Adar 5715 (3 March 1955) in Suffern, New York, and is buried in Beth Moses Cemetery, Long
Island,  in  the  section  of  Congregation  Yetev  Lev  D’Satmar;  his  stone  reads  “Dovid  son  of  Meir  HaKohen
Brecher”. Eugene died on 15 Cheshvan 5722 (26 October 1961), aged 50, as the New York State death index also
records, and was buried beside him. Esther remained in Monsey, where the Ladies Auxiliary of the yeshiva met at
her home and, on about 23 September 1962 the Bais Yaakov High School of Spring Valley honoured her at its
fifth annual dinner, held as a testimonial to her. She died on the Sabbath of Chayei Sarah, 22 Cheshvan 5741 (1
November 1980), in Florida, and is buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, near her daughter Lucy.

David Brecher’s grave

Cemetery Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon, Long Island, New York

Plot Congregation Yetev Lev D’Satmar, Section 2, Block 18, Row 6, Grave 18

Beside him his sons Eugene (Grave 17) and Alex (Grave 16)

Died 9 Adar 5715 (3 March 1955), Suffern, New York; New York State certificate no. 19056

Source Beth Moses Cemetery burial register (Confirmed)
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David Brecher's entry in the New York State death index for 1955:
died at Suffern, Rockland County, on 3 March 1955, aged 74;
certificate no. 19056. CONFIRMED

New York State Department of Health, Death Index 1955 (statewide, excluding
New York City), soundex B626, scan page n165 of the volume as published by
Reclaim the Records on the Internet Archive (https://archive.org/details/
New_York_State_Death_Index_1955).

The gravestone of David Brecher HaKohen, son of Meir, who died on
9 Adar 5715 (3 March 1955), Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon.
The verse is an acrostic: the first letters of its lines spell his name,
David bar Meir. CONFIRMED

Photograph of the stone by a relative, 15 Sep 2026. The cemetery is not shown on the
photo; Beth Moses is the only David Brecher who died 3 Mar 1955 in its burial
register (Section 2, Block 18, Row 6, Grave 18).
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Notice in Der Tog, 13 May 1955, p. 14: the unveiling of R’ David
Brecher’s gravestone on Sunday 15 May 1955 (23 Iyar) at Beth Moses
Cemetery, in the Yetev Lev D’Satmar plot, signed “the family”. 

CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 13 May 1955, p. 14
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Leibish (Yehuda Aryeh) Brecher among the pupils taking part in the
Yeshiva of Spring Valley’s Chanukah programme, December 1952. 

CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., December 1952 (Fulton History)

At the third annual Melave Malke of Beth Medrosh Elyon in Monsey,
held in memory of its founder Samuel Halberg, the “outstanding
citizen of the year” award is presented to “David Brecher, the head of
the Brecher family”, early 1954. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 4 February 1954, p. 14 (Fulton History)

David & Esther Brecher

77



The Rockland County Leader’s report of the same evening names
“David Brecher, the head of the Brecher family” as Beth Medrosh
Elyon’s outstanding citizen of the year. CONFIRMED

Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley, N.Y., 4 February 1954, p. 16 (HRVH
Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

Eugene Brecher, David’s eldest son, completes his term as president of
the Yeshiva of Spring Valley, October 1954. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 28 October 1954, p. 15 (Fulton History)

Alex Brecher, his brother Eugene and their brother-in-law Paul
Friedman elected directors of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley, 1956. 

CONFIRMED

The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., 1956 (Fulton History)

“Mrs. Lucy Friedman of Lenore Avenue, Monsey” hosts a Yeshiva of
Spring Valley PTA luncheon, 1956. CONFIRMED

The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., 1956 (Fulton History)
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“Leibish Brecher, of Lenore Avenue, Monsey, who attends Yeshiva of
Spring Valley” among the county’s fire-prevention medal winners,
1956. CONFIRMED

The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., 1956 (Fulton History)

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley meets at the
home of “Mrs. D. Brecher, Lenore Avenue, Monsey” — Esther,
David’s widow — September 1957. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 5 September 1957 (Fulton History)

“Valley Yeshiva Elects Officers”: Eugene Brecher a vice-president of
the Yeshiva of Spring Valley, autumn 1958. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., October 1958 (Fulton History)

The PTA of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley holds a surprise party “at the
newly enlarged and decorated home of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Brecher, 8
Lenore Avenue, Monsey”, June 1958. CONFIRMED

Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley, N.Y., 5 June 1958, p. 15 (HRVH
Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
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Paul and Lucy Friedman open their home at 4 Lenore Avenue,
Monsey, for the yeshiva women’s Chanukah party, December 1958;
Mrs. Ann Brecher is among those assisting. CONFIRMED

The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., December 1958 (Fulton History)

“Co-chairmen are Alex Brecher and Louis Septimus”: a yeshiva
campaign dinner at Spring Valley, 1959–60. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 1959–60 (Fulton History)

Alex Brecher among the sponsors of the Beth Medrosh Elyon
testimonial dinner for Mr. Polak, August 1962. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 30 August 1962 (Fulton History)

“A. Brecher” and Pinchas Friedman on the dinner committee of Beth
Medrash Elyon in Monsey, under the headline “Monsey, N.Y. begins
as a centre of Torah”, October 1964. The A. Brecher is very probably
Alex, listed beside his brother-in-law Pinchas (Paul) Friedman. 

LIKELY

Der Tog (New York), 2 October 1964, p. 8 — National Library of Israel, Historical
Jewish Press
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The same committee a year later, again with “A. Brecher” and Pinchas
Friedman, under the headline “The flowering of Monsey, New York
as a centre of Torah”, October 1965. LIKELY

Der Tog (New York), 22 October 1965, p. 9 — National Library of Israel,
Historical Jewish Press

“To Honor Mrs. Brecher at Bais Yaakov Dinner”: Esther Brecher,
widow of David Brecher and a resident of Monsey for eleven years, is
to be honoured by the Bais Yaakov High School of Spring Valley at its
fifth annual dinner, a testimonial in her honour, about Sunday 23
September 1962. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 20 September 1962, sec. 2, p. 6 (Fulton
History)

At the first commencement of the Bais Yaakov of Spring Valley, June
1963, graduates received gifts given in Eugene Brecher’s memory. 

CONFIRMED

The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., June 1963 (Fulton History)
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In the local press: two photographs

Ann Brecher (left), outgoing president of the Women’s League of the
Yeshiva of Spring Valley, with the newly elected president, June 1959. 

LIKELY

Orangetown Telegram and The Pearl River Searchlight, 11 June 1959, p. 21
(HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

Eugene Brecher (far left, printed as “E. Brecher”) at the laying of the
cornerstone of Congregation Beth Israel, Maple Avenue and Main
Street, Monsey, January 1960. LIKELY

Orangetown Telegram and The Pearl River Searchlight, 28 January 1960, p. 5;
photograph by Arthur’s Studio (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

Notices of mourning for David Brecher, March 1955
In the week after his death on 3 March 1955, eight institutions and his nephews placed notices of mourning for
R’ Dovid bar R’ Meir HaKohen Brecher in the New York Yiddish daily Der Tog — among them the Spring
Valley yeshiva and Beth Medrash Elyon, which he helped found, Torah Vodaath, Chasan Sofer, Arugas HaBosem,
and the beis medrash of the Tshenskovitzer Rebbe, where he was gabbai. Two of them name his father as Meir
HaKohen, and the yeshiva’s notice names his wife Sheindel, his sons R’ Yosef, R’ Shimshon and R’ Michel, his
daughter Shifra Chana and her husband R’ Pinchas Shalom Friedman.
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“David Brecher, an outstanding Jew, passed to his heavenly rest on
March 3. May his devoted wife and children Eugene, Alex, Mickey,
and Mrs. Lucie Friedman be consoled.” The notice of the Hebrew
Institute of Rockland County. CONFIRMED

Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley, N.Y., 10 March 1955, p. 18 (HRVH
Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

“Nichum Aveilim”: the Yeshiva and Mesivta of Spring Valley mourns
R’ Dovid Brecher, one of its first directors, and consoles his wife
Sheindel, his sons Yosef (a past president of the yeshiva), Shimshon
and Michel, and his daughter Shifra Chana Friedman and her
husband Pinchas Shalom. CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 7 March 1955, p. 7 — National Library of Israel, Historical
Jewish Press

“A double loss”: the Chevra Machzikei Torah and Chevra Mishnayos
of the Tshenskovitzer Rebbe’s beis medrash mourn R’ Dovid bar R’
Meir HaKohen Brecher, their gabbai and co-founder, and his
mechutan R’ Yosef Efraim bar R’ Yeshaya Friedman. CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 7 March 1955, p. 7 — National Library of Israel, Historical
Jewish Press

Yeshiva Torah Vodaath and Mesivta mourns “R’ Dovid HaKohen
Brecher, who supported Torah”. CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 7 March 1955, p. 7 — National Library of Israel, Historical
Jewish Press
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Beth Medrash Elyon of Spring Valley mourns “one of the first
directors and supporters of our great Torah institution”. 

CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 8 March 1955, p. 9 — National Library of Israel, Historical
Jewish Press

“Our dear and beloved uncle”: the notice of his nephews David and
Moshe Brecher and their families. CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 8 March 1955, p. 9 — National Library of Israel, Historical
Jewish Press

Yeshiva and Mesivta Chasan Sofer mourns “R’ Dovid bar R’ Meir
HaKohen Brecher”. CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 11 March 1955, p. 19 — National Library of Israel,
Historical Jewish Press

Yeshiva and Mesivta Arugas HaBosem mourns “one of the supporters
of our yeshiva”. CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 11 March 1955, p. 19 — National Library of Israel,
Historical Jewish Press

The Hebrew Institute of Rockland County mourns “the famous
philanthropist R’ Dovid Brecher”. CONFIRMED

Der Tog (New York), 18 March 1955, p. 21 — National Library of Israel,
Historical Jewish Press
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The line in a chart
Ancestors as the records show them. Likely links are drawn dashed; people still only possible are left off.

G E N E R A T I O N I G E N E R A T I O N I I G E N E R A T I O N I I I G E N E R A T I O N I V G E N E R A T I O N V G E N E R A T I O N V I

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret
?–bef. 1868 · Likely

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) B…
?–1868 · Likely

R’ Aryeh Leibush (of Stryj)
bef. c. 1745–bef. 1812 · Likely

R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj
c. 1764–1844 · Likely

R’ Yehuda
?–bef. 1844 · Confirmed

Leah bat Yehuda
?–1844 · Likely

Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger
?–1890 · Likely

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig Lei…
c. 1832–1911 · Likely

Benjamin Hersch (Binyamin Tzvi) B…
?–bef. 1888 · Likely

Chaje Bernstein née Frenkel
?–bef. 1893 · Likely

Lea Brecher née Bernstein
c. 1831–1916 · Likely

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen
c. 1851– · Confirmed

József Frohner
· Confirmed

Reize Frohner née Korber
· Confirmed

Freide (Fani) Brecher née Frohner
c. 1856–1900 · Confirmed

David Brecher HaKohen
1881–1955 · Confirmed
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Records found since the book

Morris Farkas’s 1942 registration card: born 20 Nov 1887 at Gödényháza, of 274 East 175th Street — naming David
Brecher, 1640 Topping Avenue, as the person who would always know his address. CONFIRMED

WWII draft cards (4th Registration), Bronx (FamilySearch 1:1:F3NG-J2Z)

Solomon Farkas’s 1940 draft card: born 22 Sep 1915 at Szőlős, Hungary, living with his mother Gizella at 888 Fox Street, the
Bronx (Confirmed; on the strength of this card he is now Confirmed as Margaret’s brother). CONFIRMED

NYC draft registration cards 1940–1947 (FamilySearch 1:1:WW4J-263Z)

Aaron Farkas’s First World War draft card, 1918: a tailor at 78 Stanton Street working for Popper Bros., born 18 May 1876 (a
variant of 25 May). LIKELY

WWI draft registration cards, NARA M1509 (FamilySearch 1:1:WZNL-8DPZ)

Jakob Fogel, born at Nagybánya on 14 Sep 1894 to Mihály Fogel and Bella (Berta) Klein — the eldest Fogel child found so
far. The same Nagybánya register has “Sara”, daughter of Jakob Klein, born 25 Dec 1886 — very probably Esther herself. 

LIKELY

JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records index, Nagybánya Register Book 39, p. 58 row 46 and p. 20 row 44

The birth acts of Samuel Klein’s four children at Felsőbánya — Mathild (18 Apr 1908), Blanka (15 Dec 1909), József (15
Nov 1911) and Sándor (6 Sep 1913) — read from the register: every date on the site agrees; Samuel is a grocer, then
merchant; their mother’s name is written Szalavecz. CONFIRMED

Felsőbánya birth acts 60/1908, 178/1909, 146/1911, 119/1913, Romanian National Archives, Maramureș, MM-F-00743-2-00621

Morris Farkas, Margaret’s father, lies at Beth Moses Cemetery, Section 2, Block 26, Grave 2, in the Sinai Fraternal Order plot
— the same society plot as Anne’s brother Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager; Aaron Farkas lies at Mount Hebron, Flushing,
Block 2, Section J. LIKELY

Find a Grave memorials 253407970 and 77532700

Three more children of Esther’s sister Berta and Mihály Fogel, read from the Felsőbánya civil birth acts: Izrael Áron, born 18
May 1904 (act 91); a son born on 20 January 1906 who died the same day (act 11); and Zoltán, born 21 February 1907 (act
46), who died in May 1907 (death act 76/1907, Likely). Berta’s known children are now Sándor, Móricz, Ferencz, Sámuel,
Menyhért, Izrael Áron, the infant of 1906, and Zoltán. CONFIRMED

Felsőbánya births 1904–1906, acts 91 and 11 (unit MM-FD-00743-1-1-042, images 92 and 395); births 1907–1919, act 46 (unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 9);
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș

Mária Klein née Cziment was the wife of Herman Klein: her death act at Felsőbánya (she died there on 29 January 1915,
aged 65, at Nagybányai utca) names her husband as Herman Klein and her father as Salamon Cziment. That she was his
second wife, and so Esther’s stepmother, stays Likely, resting on the dates. Herman Klein’s own death is not in the
Felsőbánya deaths 1903–19, the Nagybánya deaths to 1906 or the Kapnik deaths to 1920. CONFIRMED

Felsőbánya deaths 1915 act 14, registered 30 January 1915 (Romanian National Archives, Maramureș, unit 13914903, image 180)

Two more sons of Esther’s sister Berta and Mihály Fogel, born in Felsőbánya before Izrael Áron and Zoltán: Sándor, 24
November 1896, and Móricz, 18 November 1897, who died in 1898. Mihály was born in Magyarkékes about 1868; Berta is
entered as born in Nagysomkút, aged 21 in 1896. CONFIRMED

JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records, Births: Felsőbánya, Romanian National Archives, Baia Mare branch, Inventory 1371, Book 12, 1896 p. 50 and 1897 p. 211
(JewishGen index)

Margaret Brecher’s graveside service was held on Tuesday 14 January 2020 at 2:30 pm at Lakeside Memorial Park, Miami;
the funeral-home pages give her dates as 23 Aug 1920 – 12 Jan 2020 (one listing says 13 Jan). CONFIRMED

Lakeside Memorial Park / Dignity Memorial obituary 9426010; Tribute Archive 10523943
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Margaret Brecher, Mickey’s wife, was born Margit Farkas at Nagyszőllős (Sevlus) in 1920, daughter of Morris and Gizella
Farkas; she came to New York with her mother and siblings on the Aquitania in 1929, and in 1940 the Farkases lived at 988
Fox Street, next door to the Brechers. Her brother Solomon died at Albany in 1955; her father’s brother was very probably
Aaron Farkas of the Lower East Side, whose 1942 death certificate names his parents Solomon Farkas and Goldie Fuchs. 

LIKELY

Aquitania manifest, 6 Sep 1929; 1930 and 1940 census; New York State death indexes 1955 and 1970; NYC death certificate D-K-1942-0022839; New York County
naturalization petition, vol. 130 (1913)

Margaret Brecher’s Hebrew name was Mindel bat Moshe (her daughter’s synagogue notice, 2026); her yahrzeit falls on 16
Tevet, which fits her death on 12 January 2020. Her daughter Susan is married to Jack Gluck. CONFIRMED

Young Israel Congregation (Surfside/Bal Harbour), Shmooze News, Parshas Vayechi, 3 Jan 2026, and 5 Jun 2021 issue

Jenő (Eugene) and Elizabeth Brecher’s four sons in the 1950 census, the Bronx: Gerald, Harvey, Melvin and Benjamin. 
CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. census, Bronx, New York, ED 3-144, sheet 10, lines 19–24 (National Archives)

David Brecher and his father-in-law Yaakov Tzvi Klein are both listed among the Felsőbánya subscribers to the sefer Mevaser
Tov in 1915. LIKELY

Mevaser Tov (Kolozsvár 1915) p. 105, HebrewBooks.org no. 33126

R’ David HaKohen Brecher is named among the supporters of Shem Eliezer, the writings of the Biksader Rav, New York
1954, listed beside the Sigheter Rav — a year before his death. LIKELY

Shem Eliezer (New York 1954) p. 4, HebrewBooks.org no. 41557

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher: president of Plus Marketing from 1952; founded Marketing Systems of America, West Palm
Beach, in December 1983 and was its chairman and chief executive (annual report for 1990, “Nicholas M. Brecher, 75”). 

LIKELY

Marketing Systems of America, Inc., Form 10-K for 1990 (SEC file 0-13385)

Mickey held two U.S. patents for retail packaging (filed 1966 and 1972, granted 1967 and 1974) from 2 Manor Lane,
Lawrence, N.Y., and in 1969 registered his “Brevoni” brand for wallets and pocketbooks; later brands from Miami Beach
included Preventology and BreathAid (1998–2012). LIKELY

U.S. Patents 3,307,686 and 3,826,359; Official Gazette, BREVONI reg. 882,347; Companies and Their Brands (1998–2012)

A CBS Miami report of 11 Nov 2010: Mickey, 94, still kept the daily diary he wrote through the war; he served in five
campaigns from French Morocco to Italy, carried a wounded soldier to safety in Sicily, and received the Purple Heart and,
decades later, the Bronze Star. CONFIRMED

CBS Miami (CBS4 I-Team), 11 Nov 2010

Eugene (Jenő) Brecher and Elizabeth Zelig: Brooklyn marriage licence no. 3272, 1 March 1938. Eugene born March 1911 in
“Baia Sprie” (= Felsőbánya); Elizabeth born 19 June 1918 in Romania, daughter of Israel Zelig. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Brooklyn 1938 marriage licence no. 3272

Samuel (Sámuel) Klein was born 22 July 1877 at Nagysomkút, son of Hermann Klein and the late Háni Ferencz (1902 act).
Esther Klein was born at Felsőbánya and lived at Nagy Ilonda before her 1906 marriage; David Brecher was then at Huszt,
and Meir Brecher an innkeeper at Kapnikbánya. Johanna (Háni) Ferencz stays Likely as Esther’s mother. CONFIRMED

Felsőbánya civil marriages, acts 8 (1902) and 38 (1906), Romanian National Archives, Maramureș

Nicholas (Mickey) and Margaret Brecher’s children in the Bronx in April 1950: Susan, Marylin and Kenneth. CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. census, the Bronx (FamilySearch 1:1:6XYS-VKS2, 1:1:6XYS-VKSV, 1:1:6XYS-VKSK)

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

David & Esther Brecher

87



Shuva Yisrael II (Monsey 1958), p. 157, re-read on the page: the Monsey list, under the synagogue Beit Yisrael, reads “ר׳ יוסף
R’ Yosef HaKohen Brecher, R’ Shimshon HaKohen — ”הכהן ברעכער, ר׳ שמשון הכהן ברעכער, … ר׳ פנחס שלום פרידמאן
Brecher, … R’ Pinchas Shalom Friedman. Pinchas Shalom was the Hebrew name of Paul Friedman, husband of Shimshon’s
sister Lucy; that this subscriber is Paul is Likely. LIKELY

Shuva Yisrael II (Monsey 1958) p. 157, HebrewBooks.org no. 2943

Esther had another brother: Jenő (Yehuda Yekutiel) Klein, a painter born at Felsőbánya in 1882 (c. 1884 by his ages in the
civil acts), married to Szeréna Róth and later of Szatmár; 1944 (date only). His son David called Samuel and Shimon Klein
his uncles. Their daughter Ilona was born at Felsőbánya on 18 April 1914 (birth act, Confirmed). Pages in the gallery. 

LIKELY

Holocaust memorial records, items 8124167, 8124170, 8124171; Baia Sprie births 1914 act 42 and 1918 act 55 (Romanian National Archives, Maramureș)

Samuel Klein’s son Miklós (Nicolas) survived; in a recorded interview (USC Shoah Foundation) he named his parents
Samuel and Józefa, his grandfather Moses Szalavitz, and his sisters and brothers. From it: Róza (b. 1904) was married as
Herschowitz, and Róza, Margit, József and Sándor, as well as Samuel and Józefa, are named among those who died in 1944.
The earlier memorial-record listing of Miklós among the dead was wrong. LIKELY

USC Shoah Foundation interview index via JewishGen, record USCINTERV_0034291; Baia Sprie births 1919

Three more children of Esther’s sister Berta and Mihály Fogel, from their Felsőbánya birth acts: Ferencz (18 June 1899),
Sámuel (1 May 1901) and Menyhért (13 February 1903; he survived the war and lived in Budapest, Likely). Mihály was
admitted to the Felsőbánya town community in 1904; after Berta’s death he married Paula Davidovics and he died at
Felsőbánya on 25 May 1915. Pages in the gallery. CONFIRMED

Felsőbánya births 1899 act 101, 1901 act 62, 1903 act 31; deaths 1915 act 51 (Romanian National Archives, Maramureș); Felsőbányai Hírlap, 22 Jun 1904, p. 49
(Hungaricana)

Mickey (Nicholas) Brecher married Margaret Farkas on 26 August 1941 in a civil ceremony at the Borough Hall, Bronx,
licence no. 8896 (taken out 20 August). The licence confirms her maiden name Farkas and names her parents Morris Farkas
and Gizella Weiss; she was 20, born 23 August 1920 in Czechoslovakia, a bookkeeper. Licence, certificate and the City
Clerk’s index pages in the gallery. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Marriage Licenses, Bronx 1941, no. 8896 (L-B-1941-0008896); City Clerk’s Index to Marriage Licenses, Bronx
1941 (Reclaim The Records / Internet Archive)

Eugene (Jenő) Brecher became an American citizen on 22 May 1944 (petition 379085, sworn 14 May 1941). His witnesses
were his father-in-law Israel Zelig, a grocer, and his brother-in-law Paul Friedman, a jeweler. Page 2 of the petition is in the
gallery. CONFIRMED

SDNY naturalization petition 379085, p. 2 (NARA M1972, roll 1321), via FamilySearch

The 1940 census: Eugene and Elizabeth Brecher at 305 East Mount Eden Avenue, Bronx, Eugene a wage-earning necktie
operator; and Lucy and Paul Friedman on Monroe Avenue with Paul’s parents Joseph and Giza (Gizella née Berger)
Friedman, Paul a watchmaker with his own jewelry store. Both pages in the gallery. CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-114 sheet 4A and ED 3-115 sheet 7B (NARA T627, via FamilySearch)

Esther Brecher’s 1962 dinner was the Bais Yaakov High School of Spring Valley’s fifth annual dinner, held as a testimonial to
her, on about Sunday 23 September 1962 (the date Likely; the notice says “Sunday evening”), not its first, and not in
October. Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik was the guest speaker; the report calls her a Monsey resident of eleven years who, with
her late husband David, helped build its Torah and welfare institutions. CONFIRMED

Orangetown Telegram, 9 Aug 1962, p. 10 and 20 Sep 1962, p. 14 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

The move to Monsey can now be dated: on 16 August 1951 the Rockland County Leader welcomed Eugene and Elizabeth
Brecher and Lucy and Paul Friedman as newcomers settled in new homes on Lenore Avenue, after “several summers” in
Monsey. David and Esther in 1951 too: Likely (Esther was “a resident of Monsey for the past eleven years” in 1962). 

CONFIRMED

Rockland County Leader, 16 Aug 1951, p. 8; Orangetown Telegram, 20 Sep 1962, p. 14 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

David & Esther Brecher

88



The Yeshiva of Spring Valley in the Rockland papers: Eugene elected its president in October 1953 and reporting in October
1954 a larger enrolment than at any time in its ten years; David Brecher and Eugene on its board of directors in 1954; Eugene
vice-president again in 1957; Alex, Eugene and Paul Friedman on the 1953 banquet committee; Alex a dinner sponsor every
year 1962–1967, with Paul Friedman from 1965; Esther (Mrs. D. Brecher) on an arrangements committee in 1956 (Likely). 

CONFIRMED

Rockland County Leader 28 May 1953, 30 Jul 1953, 22 Oct 1953, 14 Oct 1954, 7 Nov 1957; Orangetown Telegram 2 Feb 1956; Ramapo Valley / Rockland
Independent 1962–1967 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

Eugene Brecher donated a piece of luggage from the family business as the door prize at a Temple Beth El Sisterhood dinner
in Suffern, October 1952; the luggage prizes at the December 1957 Chanukah game night were “donated [by] Brecher
Bros.” (the printing: Orangetown Telegram, 2 Jan 1958, p. 8). CONFIRMED

Rockland County Leader, 23 Oct 1952, p. 12; Orangetown Telegram, 2 Jan 1958, p. 8 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

The last years in Florida: Esther (d. 1 November 1980), Lucy (d. 21 December 1984) and Paul Friedman (d. 8 April 1983) all
died in Dade County, all with a last residence in Miami Beach, which explains their burials at Lakeside Memorial Park. 

CONFIRMED

Florida Death Index 1877–1998, certs. 89719, 108803, 34349; Social Security Death Index (via FamilySearch)

Mickey (Nicholas) Brecher and Margaret Farkas married twice on one licence (no. 8896): the civil ceremony at the Borough
Hall on 26 August 1941, and a religious ceremony on 1 April 1942 in the Bronx, performed by Rabbi Solomon Teitelbaum
of 961 Simpson Street. The licence file also carries the affidavit of 20 August 1941 with both their signatures. Margaret’s
grandmother Mary Weiss (Weisz) of Sevljuš is now on the tree, and her father Morris Farkas was already a U.S. citizen by
1929. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Bronx 1941 marriage licence no. 8896, pp. 3 and 6; S.S. Aquitania manifest, New York, 6 Sep 1929

The left-hand page of the Vulcania’s 1928 list, read for the first time: David’s calling “rabbi”, birthplace “Roumania, Sereth”,
non-quota visa no. 344 issued at Budapest on 22 Nov 1928. The visa was possibly granted to him as a minister of religion
(Possible; the list gives no reason). The same list gives Esther’s birthplace as Sereth too, against Felsőbánya in her marriage act
and David’s petition (kept under “Dates the records disagree on”). CONFIRMED

S.S. Vulcania, arriving New York 31 Dec 1928, left-hand page, lines 13–14 (FamilySearch, “New York, New York Passenger and Crew Lists, 1909, 1925–1958”)

Margaret’s sister Gabriella (Gabriela) Farkas, b. 11 Jul 1914, married Leonard A. Creizman in the Bronx on 28 Nov 1936;
the marriage record names her parents as Morris and Gizella Weiss. She later married Rabbi Emanuel D. Rothenberg
(Queens, 1987) and died at Monsey, New York, on 12 Aug 2013. LIKELY

New York City marriage records 1829–1938, Bronx 1936, cert. no. 10234 (FamilySearch 1:1:Q2CV-3HWR); NYC marriage licence index, Queens 1987; Death
Master File

Hersch Ferencz’s family of Kováskápolnok, read on the original civil register images: his wife Ilona Novi, born about 1837 at
Avasfelsőfalu, and their daughter Czili, born 18 January 1864 (late registration, 15 May 1897, act 47); his brother Gedálics
Ferencz, died 16 February 1903 aged 68, son of the late Bernát Ferencz, smallholder and innkeeper, and Róza. These people
are possible kin of Háni (Johanna) Ferencz; no record names her parents, so that link stays Possible. Pages in the gallery. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers: MM-F-00743-1-1-00187, image 163 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?
cid=13914467); MM-F-00743-1-1-00201, image 91 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914481)

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

David & Esther Brecher

89



Open leads
Not yet proven; kept here so the search can go on.

Háni (Johanna) Ferencz’s family may be the Ferenczes of Avasfelsőfalu: in Nagybánya, Herman Klein was sandak at the bris
of Samuel Mózes Ferencz (15 November 1892), son of Mihály Ferencz and Leni Rosenfeld, and Mihály Fogel — Berta
Klein’s husband — was sandak at the bris of Elek Grozinger (20 May 1894), son of Rezi née Ferencz of Avasfelsőfalu. Both
names are common, so this is Possible (JewishGen Máramaros births, Nagybánya, Register Book 39, p. 47 row 41 and p. 56
row 26). The Rezi is Terézia (Rézi) Ferencz, wife of Izsák Grozinger, grocer and innkeeper of Giródtótfalu near Nagybánya:
she is entered as “Grozinger Izsákné született Ferencz Terézia” on a 1901 Giródtótfalu death act of their infant son Sámuel.
Record Confirmed; that she was a sister or niece of Háni is Possible only (Nagybánya-district deaths 1901, folio 19v,
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș, unit 13914317).

Mevaser Tov (1915), p. 105 (printed page 47), re-read on the page: besides “דוד ברעכער” in the Felsőbánya list (with Yaakov
Tzvi Klein), a second “דוד ברעכער” stands in the Kolozsvár list on the same page. Whether he is the same David Brecher is
not known (Possible). The next name there, “ב״ג ירוחם במו״ה יהושע הירש” (Yerucham son of R’ Yehoshua Hirsch), is a
separate subscriber with no Brecher surname. Source: Mevaser Tov (Kolozsvár 1915) p. 105 [printed page 47],
HebrewBooks.org no. 33126.

In the same interview the sisters “Blima Szomgye” (b. 1904, d. Haifa 1992) and “Tuby” are possibly Blanka (b. 1909) and
Mathild (b. 1908); Possible only.

Sándor Fogel (b. 1896), son of Mihály and Berta, is possibly the Sándor Fogel, clerk of Budapest, born 1898 at Felsőbánya, of
a memorial record (item 959053); the year differs. Possible.

A Jewish Ferencz family at Illésfalva near Nagysomkút, where Háni (Johanna) Ferencz’s children Berta and Samuel were
born: Izrael Dávid Ferencz, shoemaker, son of Noé Ferencz, grocer, and Eszter Markovics, married in 1904, and a Hani
Ferencz was born there in 1898. Possibly Háni’s relatives; a lead only (Bicaz marriages 1904 act 23; Băsești births 1898,
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș).

Possibly Háni (Johanna) Ferencz’s parents: Hersch Ferencz of Kováskápolnok, who died there on 23 April 1898 aged 76
(born there about 1822), son of the late Bernát Ferencz, smallholder, and Róza Weisz; his wife is entered as Lája. Noé Ferencz
of Illésfalva (born about 1856) was born at Kováskápolnok, about 20 km from Nagysomkút, where Háni’s children Berta
and Samuel were born, and named a daughter Háni in December 1898. The death record is Confirmed; that Hersch and
Lája were Háni’s parents is Possible only — no record names her parents yet. Page in the gallery (Kováskápolnok deaths 1898
act 24, Romanian National Archives, Maramureș, unit 13914480, image 191). New (27 October 2026): Hersch’s wife was
Ilona Novi (Lája), born about 1837 at Avasfelsőfalu, and they had a daughter Czili, born at Kováskápolnok on 18 January
1864 (late registration of 1897, act 47); Hersch’s brother Gedálics (c. 1835–1903) gives the same parents, Bernát Ferencz and
Róza. A butcher Mihály Ferencz, born about 1863 at Avasfelsőfalu, was living at Felsőbánya in 1904 — possibly Hersch’s
son. The records are Confirmed; the family’s tie to Háni stays Possible. Other Ferencz couples of Kováskápolnok (Náthán
Ferencz and Lája née Lázár; Márk Ferencz and Bluma Róth) are of the same age and are not her parents by any record.
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Pictures and records found since the book
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Felsőbánya subscribers to the sefer Mevaser Tov, 1915: David Brecher
and his father-in-law Yaakov Tzvi Klein. LIKELY

Mevaser Tov (Kolozsvár 1915), p. 105, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 33126)

R’ David HaKohen Brecher among the supporters of Shem Eliezer,
New York 1954, listed beside the Sigheter Rav. LIKELY

Shem Eliezer (New York 1954), p. 4, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 41557)

“Nicholas M. Brecher, 75, Chairman of the Board and Chief
Executive Officer” — Marketing Systems of America, annual report
for 1990. LIKELY

Marketing Systems of America, Inc., Form 10-K 1990 (SEC file 0-13385)

Affidavit for the marriage licence of Eugene Brecher and Elizabeth
Zelig, Brooklyn, 1 March 1938, no. 3272. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives
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Naturalization petition of Aaron Farkas, a presser of 202 Eldridge
Street, New York, 1913: born 25 May 1876 at Gödényháza, Hungary
(the village where Morris Farkas, Margaret Brecher’s father, was born);
arrived New York 10 June 1908 on the Slavonia; wife Rosie née
Pepper (Popper). Aaron as Morris’s brother: Likely. CONFIRMED

New York Supreme Court, New York County, Petitions for naturalization, vol. 130
(1913), via FamilySearch, image 3:1:3QS7-89M8-W3QX

Death certificate of Aaron Farkas, Brooklyn, 5 December 1942: born
15 June 1876 in Hungary, widower of Rose; father Solomon Farkas,
mother Goldie née Fuchs; the informant was his daughter Lena. If
Aaron and Morris Farkas were full brothers, these are Margaret
Brecher’s Farkas grandparents (Likely). (The medical section is greyed
out.) CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, death certificate D-
K-1942-0022839 (Brooklyn)

New York State death index, 1955: Solomon Farkas, aged 39, died at
Albany on 19 April 1955 (certificate 21243). He was the son of
Morris and Gizella Farkas, born in 1915 at Nagyszőllős, and Margaret
Brecher’s brother. CONFIRMED

New York State Department of Health, death index 1955, entry 21243, via
FamilySearch, image 3:1:3Q9M-CSGD-WGKB

The Aquitania manifest, New York, 6 September 1929 (second page):
Gizela Farkas and her children, including Margit (Margaret, later
Margaret Brecher), from Sevlus (Nagyszőllős); nearest relative left
behind, her mother Mary Weiss (Weisz); going to join her husband
Morris Farkas in the Bronx. That this Margit is Margaret Brecher:
Confirmed (her 1941 marriage licence names her parents). 

CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, S.S. Aquitania, arrived 6 Sep 1929, via FamilySearch,
image 3:1:33SQ-G5WR-N9N
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Greetings from Nagyszőllős (Sevlus, today Vynohradiv), a postcard of
about 1905 with the synagogue (“Izr. Templom”) among its views:
the hometown of Margaret Brecher’s Farkas family. CONFIRMED

Wikimedia Commons, “Nagyszöllös, views, Synagogue.jpg” (public domain,
private collection)

The railway station at Nagyszőllős (Sevlus), 1939, its sign in
Hungarian and Cyrillic: the hometown of Margaret Brecher’s Farkas
family. CONFIRMED

Fortepan / Mezey Ferenc, image 139649 (CC BY-SA 3.0): https://fortepan.hu/hu/
photos/?id=139649

Postcard “Üdvözlet Felsőbányáról — Hunyady János tér”: the main
square of Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie) with the church, early 1900s
(published by Sándor Bonis, Felsőbánya) — the town where David
and Esther Brecher’s children Eugene, Alex and Lucy were born. 

CONFIRMED

Zempléni Múzeum, Szerencs — postcard collection, inv. no. 0121508, via
Hungaricana (gallery.hungaricana.hu/hu/SzerencsKepeslap/1186992/)
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From Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher’s wartime photo album (1942–45):
the sign of the Quartermaster Section, Station Complement, New
York Port of Embarkation (N.Y.P.E.). The album is his; the photo is
not captioned. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021), album photo 72

From Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher’s wartime photo album (1942–45):
a soldier outside an office of “The Stars and Stripes”, the army
newspaper, with notices in Italian on the wall. The album is his; the
soldier is not named. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021), album photo 92

From Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher’s wartime photo album (1942–45):
a soldier looks up at a monument carrying the Third Infantry
Division’s badge (his division) and the sign “American Red Cross
Servicemen Club”. The soldier is not named. CONFIRMED

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/
2001/001/77021), album photo 65

Felsőbánya birth act 42, 18 April 1914: Ilona Klein, daughter of Jenő
Klein, painter, 30, and Szerina Róth, 26; Jenő reported the birth. 

CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Baia Sprie births 1907–
1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 226
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Felsőbánya birth act 55, 31 July 1918: an infant son of Jenő Klein,
house-painter, 34, and Szerina Róth, 30. CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Baia Sprie births 1907–
1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 304

Felsőbánya birth act 101, 18 June 1899: Ferencz Fogel, son of Mihály
Fogel, innkeeper, born in Magyarkékes, and Berta Klein, born in
Nagysomkút (Esther’s sister). CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie)
civil registers

Felsőbánya birth act 62, 1 May 1901: Sámuel Fogel, son of Mihály
Fogel, produce merchant, and Berta Klein; Mihály signed the act. 

CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie)
civil registers
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Felsőbánya birth act 31, 13 February 1903: Menyhért Fogel, son of
Mihály Fogel, merchant, and “Klein Erzsébet” — Esther’s sister Berta. 

CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie)
civil registers

Felsőbánya death act 51, 25 May 1915: Mihály Fogel, innkeeper, aged
46, husband of Paula Davidovics; widower of Esther’s sister Berta. 

CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie)
civil registers

Huszt (Khust), the market square with Jewish shops, 1910–1926.
David Brecher was a merchant’s assistant at Huszt when he married in
1906.
Wikimedia Commons, “Khust - Huszt. Market square, jewish stores”, public
domain
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Marriage licence no. 8896, Bronx, 20 August 1941: Nicholas Brecher,
25, manufacturer, son of David Brecher and Esther Kline, and
Margaret Farkas, 20, bookkeeper, daughter of Morris Farkas and
Gizella Weiss. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1941-0008896)

Certificate of marriage, Bronx, 26 August 1941: Nicholas Brecher and
Margaret Farkas married at the Borough Hall by the Deputy City
Clerk. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1941-0008896)

City Clerk’s index of marriage licences, Bronx 1941, grooms:
“Brecher, Nicholas”, licence 8896, 20 August 1941. CONFIRMED

NYC City Clerk marriage licence index, Bronx 1941 (Reclaim The Records /
Internet Archive), scan 0190

City Clerk’s index of marriage licences, Bronx 1941, brides: “Farkas,
Margaret”, licence 8896, 20 August 1941. CONFIRMED

NYC City Clerk marriage licence index, Bronx 1941 (Reclaim The Records /
Internet Archive), scan 0392
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Eugene (Jenő) Brecher’s petition for naturalization no. 379085, page
2: his witnesses Israel Zelig, grocer, and Paul Friedman, jeweler; sworn
14 May 1941; oath of allegiance taken 22 May 1944, certificate
5955119. CONFIRMED

National Archives at New York, SDNY naturalization records (NARA M1972,
roll 1321), via FamilySearch

1940 census, Bronx, 305 East Mount Eden Avenue: Eugene Brecher,
29, an operator in a necktie factory, and his wife Elizabeth. 

CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, National Archives (FamilySearch, host), Bronx ED 3-114, sheet
4A, lines 33–34

1940 census, Bronx, Monroe Avenue: Paul Friedman, 34, watchmaker
with his own jewelry store, his wife Lucy (née Brecher), and his
parents Joseph and Giza Friedman. CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, National Archives (FamilySearch, host), Bronx ED 3-115, sheet
7B, lines 66–69

Kováskápolnok death act 24, 23 April 1898: Hersch Ferencz, aged 76,
born at Kováskápolnok; wife Lája; parents the late Bernát Ferencz,
smallholder, and Róza Weisz. Record Confirmed; possibly the father
of Háni (Johanna) Ferencz, Esther’s mother (Possible only). 

POSSIBLE

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Copalnic Mănăștur civil
deaths 1895–1901 (unit 13914480, image 191)
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Affidavit for a licence to marry, no. 8896, Bronx, 20 August 1941:
Nicholas Brecher, 25, and Margaret Farkas, 20, with both their
signatures. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1941-0008896), p. 3

Marriage licence no. 8896 (duplicate), Bronx: the certificate of the
religious ceremony. Rabbi Solomon Teitelbaum of 961 Simpson
Street married Nicholas Brecher and Margaret Farkas in the Bronx on
1 April 1942, seven months after their civil wedding at Borough Hall. 

CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1941-0008896), p. 6
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Birth of Izrael Áron Fogel, Felsőbánya, 18 May 1904, act 91: father
Mihály Fogel, merchant, born in Magyarkékes, 35; mother Erzsébet
(Berta) née Klein, born in Nagysomkút, 29 — Esther’s sister. 

CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș: Felsőbánya births 1904–
1906, unit MM-FD-00743-1-1-042, image 92

Birth of Zoltán Fogel, Felsőbánya, 21 February 1907, act 46: father
Mihály Fogel, entrepreneur, 37; mother Berta Klein, 31. The margin
points to death act 76/1907. CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș: Baia Sprie births 1907–
1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 9

Nagysomkút (Șomcuta Mare): an old picture postcard of the
Törökfalvi road. Berta (Erzsébet) Klein, born about 1875, and Samuel
Klein, born 1877, very probably Esther Brecher's sister and brother,
were born in Nagysomkút. LIKELY

Old postcard 'Nagysomkút, Törökfalvi-út', uploaded by Kossuthzs (Hungarian
Wikipedia), via Wikimedia Commons — https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Nagysomk%C3%BAt.JPG (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Birth of Mathild Klein, Felsőbánya, 18 April 1908 (registered 23
April): daughter of Sámuel Klein, Jewish, grocer, 29, and Józefa
Szalavecz, Jewish, 23, of Felsőbánya, Nagybányai street. Reported by
the midwife; signed by the registrar Gyula Spáczay. CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers, Baia Sprie
(Felsőbánya) births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, act 60/1908, image
44 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cid 13914901)
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Birth of Blanka Klein, Felsőbánya, 15 December 1909 (registered 19
December): daughter of Sámuel Klein, Jewish, merchant, 31, and
Józefa Szalavecz, Jewish, 24, of Felsőbánya, Nagybányai street; her
father reported the birth and signed. CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers, Baia Sprie
(Felsőbánya) births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, act 178/1909, image
98 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cid 13914901)

Birth of József Klein, Felsőbánya, 15 November 1911 (registered 20
November): son of Sámuel Klein, Jewish, merchant, 34, and Józefa
Szalavecz, Jewish, 26, of Felsőbánya, Nagybányai street. Reported by
the midwife; signed by the registrar Gyula Spáczay. CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers, Baia Sprie
(Felsőbánya) births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, act 146/1911, image
158 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cid 13914901)

Birth of Sándor Klein, Felsőbánya, 6 September 1913 (registered 9
September): son of Sámuel Klein, Jewish, general merchant, 36, and
Józefa Szalavecz, Jewish, 28, of Felsőbánya, Nagybányai street; his
father reported the birth and signed. CONFIRMED

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers, Baia Sprie
(Felsőbánya) births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, act 119/1913, image
211 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cid 13914901)

Morris Farkas’s 1942 registration card, the Bronx: born 20 November
1887 in Gödényháza, Hungary, living at 274 East 175th Street — and
naming as his contact David Brecher of 1640 Topping Avenue, father
of his son-in-law Nicholas. CONFIRMED

World War II Draft Cards (4th Registration), State of New York, Borough of
Bronx (NARA), via FamilySearch, record 1:1:F3NG-J2Z. Public domain.

Solomon Farkas’s draft card, the Bronx, 16 October 1940: born 22
September 1915 in Szőlős, Hungary, living with his mother Gizella
Farkas at 888 Fox Street. CONFIRMED

Draft Registration Cards for New York City, 1940–1947 (NARA), via
FamilySearch, record 1:1:WW4J-263Z. Public domain.
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Aaron Farkas’s First World War draft card, New York, 1918: a tailor at
78 Stanton Street working for Popper Bros., born 18 May 1876. 

LIKELY

United States, World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917–1918 (NARA
M1509), via FamilySearch, record 1:1:WZNL-8DPZ. Public domain.

Beth Moses Cemetery interment register, search for Brecher: David
(Grave 18), Eugene (Grave 17) and Alex (Grave 16) side by side in
Section 2, Block 18, Row 6, the Yetev Lev D’Satmar plot. The other
Brechers listed are not connected to the tree. CONFIRMED

Beth Moses Cemetery (Wellwood) burial register search (read 26 Oct 2026)
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Late registration (1897) of the birth of Czili Ferencz, born
Kováskápolnok 18 January 1864, daughter of Hers Ferencz and Ilona
Novi. Possibly kin of Háni (Johanna) Ferencz (Possible). 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Copalnic Mănăștur births registered at Făurești 1895–99, MM-
F-00743-1-1-00187, image 163 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?
cid=13914467)

Death of Gedálics Ferencz, Kováskápolnok, 16 February 1903, son of
the late Bernát Ferencz and Róza. A brother of Hersch Ferencz;
possibly kin of Háni (Johanna) Ferencz (Possible). CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, deaths
registered at Făurești 1902–07, MM-F-00743-1-1-00201, image 91 (https://
descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914481)
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Birth of József Ferencz, Felsőbánya, 12 July 1904, son of Mihály
Ferencz, butcher, born Avasfelsőfalu, and Magdolna Rozenfeld.
Mihály as a son of Hersch Ferencz is Possible (birthplace only). 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Baia
Sprie births 1904–06, MM-F-00743-1-1-00042, image 126 (https://
descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914322)

Death of Lája Ferencz née Lázár, wife of Náthán Ferencz,
Kováskápolnok, 11 November 1899. Another Ferencz couple of
Kováskápolnok; no record ties them to Háni (Johanna) Ferencz. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, deaths
registered at Făurești 1895–1901, MM-F-00743-1-1-00200, image 323 (https://
descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914480)
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Death of Leib Ferencz, Kováskápolnok, 29 October 1900, son of
Náthán Ferencz and the late Lája Lázár. Another Ferencz family of
Kováskápolnok; no record ties it to Háni (Johanna) Ferencz. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, deaths
registered at Făurești 1895–1901, MM-F-00743-1-1-00200, image 389 (https://
descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914480)

Late registration (1905) of the birth of Róza Ferencz, born
Kováskápolnok 14 May 1887, daughter of the late Márk Ferencz and
Bluma Róth. Another Ferencz family of Kováskápolnok; no record
ties it to Háni (Johanna) Ferencz. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Kováskápolnok births registered at Făurești 1905–11, MM-F-00743-1-1-00189,
image 83 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914469)

People of this chapter
David Brecher HaKohen (1881–1955) · Esther (Sheindel / Eszter Sára) Brecher née Klein (1886–1980) · Jakab Hers (Yaakov Tzvi)
Klein, also Herman Klein · Johanna (Háni) Klein née Ferencz (?–bef. 1902) · Mária Klein née Cziment (c. 1849–1915) · Berta (Erz‐
sébet) Fogel née Klein (c. 1875–1907) · Mihály Fogel (c. 1868–1915) · Samuel (Sámuel Pinkász) Klein (1877–1944) · Jenő (Eugene)
Brecher (1908–1961) · Ilona (Lucy) Friedman née Brecher (1912–1984) · Paul Friedman (1905–1983) · Miklós (Nicholas, "Mickey")
Brecher (1915–2014) · Józefa (Pepi) Klein née Szalavitz (c. 1884–) · Szidónia Klein (1903–1904) · Róza Klein (1904–) · Margit Klein
(1906–) · Mathild Klein (1908–) · Blanka Klein (1909–) · József Klein (1911–) · Sándor Klein (1913–) · Yosef Ephraim (Joseph)
Friedman · Yeshayahu Friedman · Shimon Klein (1890–1944) · Margaret (Margit) Brecher née Farkas (1920–2020) · Israel Zelig · 
Morris Farkas (1887–1970) · Gizella Farkas née Weiss (Weisz) (c. 1890–1966) · Solomon (Salamon) Farkas (1915–1955) · Aaron Far‐
kas (1876–1942) · Sándor Fogel (1896–) · Móricz Fogel (1897–1898) · Jenő (Yehuda Yekutiel) Klein (1882–1944) · Szeréna (Serena)
Klein née Róth (c. 1888–) · Ilona (Ilonka) Klein (1914–) · Infant son of Jenő Klein (1918–1918) · Moses Szalavitz · Ferencz Fogel
(1899–) · Sámuel Fogel (1901–) · Menyhért Fogel (1903–) · Paula (Pesia) Fogel née Davidovics (1884–1944) · Elemér Fogel (1911–) · 
Salamon Cziment · Mary Weiss (Weisz) · Izrael Áron Fogel (1904–) · Zoltán Fogel (1907–1907) · Infant son of Mihály and Berta
Fogel (1906–1906) · Jakob Fogel (1894–) · Gabriella (Gabriela) Rothenberg née Farkas (1914–2013) · Leonard Albert Creizman
(1908–1983) · Rabbi Emanuel D. Rothenberg
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U.S. National Archives, naturalization records (FamilySearch, host)
NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Bronx marriages 1934, no. 6262
New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (FamilySearch), Southern District, petition no. 327852, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WS76-SCPZ
New York, New York City, World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1940–1947 (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:WZ9R-7FMM
New York, New York City, World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1940–1947 (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3H7-FSQ1-L
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 2 March 1938 (Fulton History)
U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch)
New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991, Southern District of New York, petition 379085; FamilySearch
1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-113, sheet 5A, lines 28–30, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
U.S. World War II draft registration cards, 1942, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
United States, World War II Draft Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1942, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-X474-QV
New York City 1940 tax photographs (NYC Municipal Archives)
Luggage trade magazine, 1946
Manhattan telephone directory, 1946
Surviving example
New York City 1940 tax photographs; The New York Times, 1961
New York City 1940 tax photographs; The New York Times, 1964
Coffee and Tea Industries, 1953
Orangetown Telegram (Pearl River, N.Y.), late December 1957 (event Wed. 18 Dec 1957) — fultonhistory.com file "Pearl River NY Orangetown
Telegram 1957-1958 - 0593.pdf" (Old Fulton NY Post Cards, free).
The New York Times, 25 August 1961, "More Space Taken by Brass Concern; Entire Floor at 72 5th Ave. Leased — Other Rentings" (nytimes.com
archive abstract). Grade: (family firm, as above).
Business Week, no. 984 (10 July 1948), new-products column; Internet Archive item sim_business-week_1948-07-10_984, leaf 43 — https://
archive.org/details/sim_business-week_1948-07-10_984. (The same product is described in Commerce magazine, Aug 1948, item commerce-
magazine_1948-08_45_7, leaf 44 — text only, not saved.)
Popular Science Monthly, vol. 154 no. 4 (April 1949), new-products pages, p. [leaf 300]; Internet Archive item sim_popular-
science_1949-04_154_4 — https://archive.org/details/sim_popular-science_1949-04_154_4
Leather and Shoes, vol. 126 no. 4 (25 July 1953), "Illinois" news column; Internet Archive item sim_leather-and-shoes_1953-07-25_126_4, leaf 31
— https://archive.org/details/sim_leather-and-shoes_1953-07-25_126_4
1950 U.S. census, the Bronx, ED 3-144 (National Archives)
1950 U.S. census, the Bronx, ED 3-145 (National Archives)
Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)
Library of Congress, American Folklife Center, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection, AFC/2001/001/77021 — https://
www.loc.gov/item/afc2001001.77021/ ; video https://www.loc.gov/resource/afc2001001.77021.mv0001001/ (MP4 https://tile.loc.gov/storage-
services/service/vhp/0770/077021/afc2001001_077021_mv0001001_640x480_800.mp4); photos https://www.loc.gov/resource/
afc2001001.77021.ph0001001/ (sp=1–99).
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Advertising Age, vol. 32 no. 10 (6 March 1961), p. [leaf 45]; Internet Archive item sim_advertising-age_1961-03-06_32_10 — https://archive.org/
details/sim_advertising-age_1961-03-06_32_10
New York State Department of Health, Death Index 1955 (statewide, excluding New York City), soundex B626, scan page n165 of the volume as
published by Reclaim the Records on the Internet Archive (https://archive.org/details/New_York_State_Death_Index_1955).
Photograph of the stone by a relative, 15 Sep 2026. The cemetery is not shown on the photo; Beth Moses is the only David Brecher who died 3 Mar
1955 in its burial register (Section 2, Block 18, Row 6, Grave 18).
Der Tog (New York), 13 May 1955, p. 14
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., December 1952 (Fulton History)
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 4 February 1954, p. 14 (Fulton History)
Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley, N.Y., 4 February 1954, p. 16 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 28 October 1954, p. 15 (Fulton History)
The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., 1956 (Fulton History)
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 5 September 1957 (Fulton History)
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., October 1958 (Fulton History)
Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley, N.Y., 5 June 1958, p. 15 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., December 1958 (Fulton History)
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 1959–60 (Fulton History)
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 30 August 1962 (Fulton History)
Der Tog (New York), 2 October 1964, p. 8 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
Der Tog (New York), 22 October 1965, p. 9 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 20 September 1962, sec. 2, p. 6 (Fulton History)
The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., June 1963 (Fulton History)
Orangetown Telegram and The Pearl River Searchlight, 11 June 1959, p. 21 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
Orangetown Telegram and The Pearl River Searchlight, 28 January 1960, p. 5; photograph by Arthur’s Studio (HRVH Historical Newspapers
(news.hrvh.org))
Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley, N.Y., 10 March 1955, p. 18 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
Der Tog (New York), 7 March 1955, p. 7 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
Der Tog (New York), 8 March 1955, p. 9 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
Der Tog (New York), 11 March 1955, p. 19 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
Der Tog (New York), 18 March 1955, p. 21 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
WWII draft cards (4th Registration), Bronx (FamilySearch 1:1:F3NG-J2Z)
NYC draft registration cards 1940–1947 (FamilySearch 1:1:WW4J-263Z)
WWI draft registration cards, NARA M1509 (FamilySearch 1:1:WZNL-8DPZ)
JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records index, Nagybánya Register Book 39, p. 58 row 46 and p. 20 row 44
Felsőbánya birth acts 60/1908, 178/1909, 146/1911, 119/1913, Romanian National Archives, Maramureș, MM-F-00743-2-00621
Find a Grave memorials 253407970 and 77532700
Felsőbánya births 1904–1906, acts 91 and 11 (unit MM-FD-00743-1-1-042, images 92 and 395); births 1907–1919, act 46 (unit MM-
F-00743-2-00621, image 9); Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
Felsőbánya deaths 1915 act 14, registered 30 January 1915 (Romanian National Archives, Maramureș, unit 13914903, image 180)
JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records, Births: Felsőbánya, Romanian National Archives, Baia Mare branch, Inventory 1371, Book 12, 1896 p. 50
and 1897 p. 211 (JewishGen index)
Lakeside Memorial Park / Dignity Memorial obituary 9426010; Tribute Archive 10523943
Aquitania manifest, 6 Sep 1929; 1930 and 1940 census; New York State death indexes 1955 and 1970; NYC death certificate D-K-1942-0022839;
New York County naturalization petition, vol. 130 (1913)
Young Israel Congregation (Surfside/Bal Harbour), Shmooze News, Parshas Vayechi, 3 Jan 2026, and 5 Jun 2021 issue
1950 U.S. census, Bronx, New York, ED 3-144, sheet 10, lines 19–24 (National Archives)
Mevaser Tov (Kolozsvár 1915) p. 105, HebrewBooks.org no. 33126
Shem Eliezer (New York 1954) p. 4, HebrewBooks.org no. 41557
Marketing Systems of America, Inc., Form 10-K for 1990 (SEC file 0-13385)
U.S. Patents 3,307,686 and 3,826,359; Official Gazette, BREVONI reg. 882,347; Companies and Their Brands (1998–2012)
CBS Miami (CBS4 I-Team), 11 Nov 2010
NYC Municipal Archives, Brooklyn 1938 marriage licence no. 3272
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Felsőbánya civil marriages, acts 8 (1902) and 38 (1906), Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
1950 U.S. census, the Bronx (FamilySearch 1:1:6XYS-VKS2, 1:1:6XYS-VKSV, 1:1:6XYS-VKSK)
Shuva Yisrael II (Monsey 1958) p. 157, HebrewBooks.org no. 2943
Holocaust memorial records, items 8124167, 8124170, 8124171; Baia Sprie births 1914 act 42 and 1918 act 55 (Romanian National Archives,
Maramureș)
USC Shoah Foundation interview index via JewishGen, record USCINTERV_0034291; Baia Sprie births 1919
Felsőbánya births 1899 act 101, 1901 act 62, 1903 act 31; deaths 1915 act 51 (Romanian National Archives, Maramureș); Felsőbányai Hírlap, 22
Jun 1904, p. 49 (Hungaricana)
NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Marriage Licenses, Bronx 1941, no. 8896 (L-B-1941-0008896); City Clerk’s Index to Marriage
Licenses, Bronx 1941 (Reclaim The Records / Internet Archive)
SDNY naturalization petition 379085, p. 2 (NARA M1972, roll 1321), via FamilySearch
1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-114 sheet 4A and ED 3-115 sheet 7B (NARA T627, via FamilySearch)
Orangetown Telegram, 9 Aug 1962, p. 10 and 20 Sep 1962, p. 14 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
Rockland County Leader, 16 Aug 1951, p. 8; Orangetown Telegram, 20 Sep 1962, p. 14 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
Rockland County Leader 28 May 1953, 30 Jul 1953, 22 Oct 1953, 14 Oct 1954, 7 Nov 1957; Orangetown Telegram 2 Feb 1956; Ramapo Valley /
Rockland Independent 1962–1967 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
Rockland County Leader, 23 Oct 1952, p. 12; Orangetown Telegram, 2 Jan 1958, p. 8 (HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))
Florida Death Index 1877–1998, certs. 89719, 108803, 34349; Social Security Death Index (via FamilySearch)
NYC Municipal Archives, Bronx 1941 marriage licence no. 8896, pp. 3 and 6; S.S. Aquitania manifest, New York, 6 Sep 1929
S.S. Vulcania, arriving New York 31 Dec 1928, left-hand page, lines 13–14 (FamilySearch, “New York, New York Passenger and Crew Lists, 1909,
1925–1958”)
New York City marriage records 1829–1938, Bronx 1936, cert. no. 10234 (FamilySearch 1:1:Q2CV-3HWR); NYC marriage licence index, Queens
1987; Death Master File
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers: MM-F-00743-1-1-00187, image 163 (https://
descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914467); MM-F-00743-1-1-00201, image 91 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?
cid=13914481)
Mevaser Tov (Kolozsvár 1915), p. 105, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 33126)
Shem Eliezer (New York 1954), p. 4, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 41557)
Marketing Systems of America, Inc., Form 10-K 1990 (SEC file 0-13385)
NYC Municipal Archives
New York Supreme Court, New York County, Petitions for naturalization, vol. 130 (1913), via FamilySearch, image 3:1:3QS7-89M8-W3QX
NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, death certificate D-K-1942-0022839 (Brooklyn)
New York State Department of Health, death index 1955, entry 21243, via FamilySearch, image 3:1:3Q9M-CSGD-WGKB
New York passenger lists, S.S. Aquitania, arrived 6 Sep 1929, via FamilySearch, image 3:1:33SQ-G5WR-N9N
Wikimedia Commons, “Nagyszöllös, views, Synagogue.jpg” (public domain, private collection)
Fortepan / Mezey Ferenc, image 139649 (CC BY-SA 3.0): https://fortepan.hu/hu/photos/?id=139649
Zempléni Múzeum, Szerencs — postcard collection, inv. no. 0121508, via Hungaricana (gallery.hungaricana.hu/hu/SzerencsKepeslap/1186992/)
Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021), album photo 72
Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021), album photo 92
Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021), album photo 65
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Baia Sprie births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 226
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Baia Sprie births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 304
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie) civil registers
Wikimedia Commons, “Khust - Huszt. Market square, jewish stores”, public domain
NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1941-0008896)
NYC City Clerk marriage licence index, Bronx 1941 (Reclaim The Records / Internet Archive), scan 0190
NYC City Clerk marriage licence index, Bronx 1941 (Reclaim The Records / Internet Archive), scan 0392
National Archives at New York, SDNY naturalization records (NARA M1972, roll 1321), via FamilySearch
1940 U.S. Census, National Archives (FamilySearch, host), Bronx ED 3-114, sheet 4A, lines 33–34
1940 U.S. Census, National Archives (FamilySearch, host), Bronx ED 3-115, sheet 7B, lines 66–69
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, Copalnic Mănăștur civil deaths 1895–1901 (unit 13914480, image 191)
NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1941-0008896), p. 3
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NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1941-0008896), p. 6
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș: Felsőbánya births 1904–1906, unit MM-FD-00743-1-1-042, image 92
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș: Baia Sprie births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 9
Old postcard 'Nagysomkút, Törökfalvi-út', uploaded by Kossuthzs (Hungarian Wikipedia), via Wikimedia Commons — https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nagysomk%C3%BAt.JPG (CC BY-SA 3.0)
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers, Baia Sprie (Felsőbánya) births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, act
60/1908, image 44 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cid 13914901)
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers, Baia Sprie (Felsőbánya) births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, act
178/1909, image 98 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cid 13914901)
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers, Baia Sprie (Felsőbánya) births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, act
146/1911, image 158 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cid 13914901)
Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers, Baia Sprie (Felsőbánya) births 1907–1919, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, act
119/1913, image 211 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cid 13914901)
World War II Draft Cards (4th Registration), State of New York, Borough of Bronx (NARA), via FamilySearch, record 1:1:F3NG-J2Z. Public
domain.
Draft Registration Cards for New York City, 1940–1947 (NARA), via FamilySearch, record 1:1:WW4J-263Z. Public domain.
United States, World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917–1918 (NARA M1509), via FamilySearch, record 1:1:WZNL-8DPZ. Public domain.
Beth Moses Cemetery (Wellwood) burial register search (read 26 Oct 2026)
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Copalnic Mănăștur births registered at Făurești 1895–99, MM-
F-00743-1-1-00187, image 163 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914467)
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, deaths registered at Făurești 1902–07, MM-F-00743-1-1-00201, image 91
(https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914481)
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Baia Sprie births 1904–06, MM-F-00743-1-1-00042, image 126 (https://
descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914322)
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, deaths registered at Făurești 1895–1901, MM-F-00743-1-1-00200, image
323 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914480)
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, deaths registered at Făurești 1895–1901, MM-F-00743-1-1-00200, image
389 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914480)
Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Kováskápolnok births registered at Făurești 1905–11, MM-
F-00743-1-1-00189, image 83 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13914469)
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C H A P T E R  T H R E E

Meir Brecher & Freide Frohner
Kapnikbánya, Nagybánya and Sighet

Kapnikbánya · Nagybánya · Sighet · Szurdok · Radautz · the Lower East Side



M

Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner
Kapnikbánya, Nagybánya and Sighet

eir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen kept a tavern in Kapnikbánya (today Cavnic), a mining town in the hills
above Nagybánya. A national directory of tradesmen and merchants printed in Budapest in 1892 lists
him there, and in March 1900 a court notice in the Felsőbánya paper named “Brecher Mayer” among

several people of Kapnikbánya. Meir’s grandson Shimshon (Alex) later named his own father in print as “David
son of Meir”.

His wife Freide (Fani) was the daughter of József Frohner, a house-owner of Siret in Bukovina, and Reize Korber,
which explains why their sons Asher and David were born in Siret; Freide herself was born in Siret about 1856
(Confirmed, from her death act). Freide died in Máramarossziget (Sighet) on 19 June 1900; the civil death act
names her as the wife of Meir Brecher, tavern keeper of Kapnik. Meir was still in Siret when Asher and David were
born there, about 1877 and in 1881, and had moved to Nagybánya by 1887, when Chaim Yehuda was born. In
January 1906 Mayer Brecher of Kapnikbánya, then 54, signed as a witness at a wedding at Nagybánya, which
places his birth about 1851–52 (Likely). In 1913 Meir was living in Nagybánya: his daughter Rosa gave “father
Maier Brecher, Nagybánya” as her nearest relative when she sailed for New York. Rosa’s own New York death
certificate of 1948 names her parents as Meyer Brecher and Frieda Froner.

The children of Meir and Freide known from the records are Asher, Rosa (Róza), David, and Markus (Mátyás),
with Chaim Yehuda (b. 1887), Feige Rachel (b. 1890) and Jakob (b. 1893), who appear in the Jewish birth register
of Nagybánya. Each family is followed in the pages below.
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Kapnikbánya (Cavnic), the mining town where Meir Brecher kept his tavern, photographed 1914–1918.
K.u.k. Kriegspressequartier / Austrian National Library (BildID 15717026)

Meir Brecher HaKohen and his children
Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen, b. c. 1851–52; tavern keeper of Kapnikbánya; living in Nagybánya 1913 = Freide (Fani)
Frohner, b. c. 1856, Siret; d. 19 Jun 1900, Sighet; daughter of József Frohner of Siret and Reize Korber

Asher (Uszer) HaKohen Brecher, b. Siret, c. 1876–77; of Sighet; d. 29 Tishrei 5701 (31 Oct 1940) = Pesel (Pepi) Kupfer‐
man

Freida 1904, Tema 1906, Izsák (Yitzchak) 1909, József (Yosef) 1912, Farkas 1914, Lázár (Eliezer) 1916, Chaim Leib,
Leah, David 1923

Rosa (Róza) Brecher, b. Kapnikbánya; d. 7 Jul 1948, Brooklyn = Samuel Eilender, 1879–1937

David Brecher, b. 20 Jul 1881, Siret; d. 3 Mar 1955 = Esther (Sheindel) Klein

Markus (Mátyás) Brecher, b. 18 Feb 1886, Felsőbánya; wood merchant LIKELY

Hugo Chaim 1921–2004, Fana Ruzena 1925

Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher, b. 8 Dec 1887; d. probably 10 Feb 1940, Satu Mare = (1) Zali Grunberg, d. 1921; (2)
Pessel, d. 1941 LIKELY

Frida 1913, Elemér 1915, Izrael (d. 1924)

Feige Rachel, b. 5 Jul 1890 · Jakob, b. 13 Apr 1893 POSSIBLE

Meir’s brother: Abraham Brecher, b. 1864, Rădăuți; of New York = Miriam Langsner LIKELY
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“Brecher Majer” among the tradesmen and merchants of
Kapnikbánya, Szatmár county, 1892. CONFIRMED

Magyarország iparosainak és kereskedőinek cím- és lakjegyzéke (Budapest, 1892),
p. 1590 (Hungaricana)

Mayer (Meir) Brecher gives 25 kreuzer to the Queen Elisabeth
memorial collection, 1899, listed with the donors of Kapnikbánya. 

LIKELY

Szatmármegyei Közlöny, 12 March 1899 (Hungaricana)

A court notice of March 1900 in the Felsőbánya paper naming several
people of Kapnikbánya, among them “Brecher Mayer”. 

CONFIRMED

Felsőbányai Hírlap, 25 March 1900 (Hungaricana)

Death of Freide Brecher née Frohner, Máramarossziget (Sighet), 19
June 1900, act 266: wife of Meir Brecher, tavern keeper of Kapnik; her
parents József Frohner, house-owner of Siret, and Reize Korber. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Sighet
deaths, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00450
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Kapnikbánya: the mine and stamp mill, 1907. CONFIRMED

Contemporary postcard view

“Brecher Mayer” of Kapnikbánya in a list of donors, 1899. LIKELY

Szatmármegyei Közlöny, 1899

“Brecher Márkus” of Nagybánya among the ticket buyers for a town
ball, 1908. LIKELY

Nagybányai Hírlap, 1908

Jakob Brecher, merchant, married Rozália Sapira (Shapira) on 5 May
1926; the marriage was registered at Felsőbánya in January 1928. 

LIKELY

Nagybánya press, 1928

Jakab Brecher on a conscription list, 1914. LIKELY

Contemporary press, 1914

Hugo Chaim Brecher’s refugee registration card, Linz, Austria, 1948. 
CONFIRMED

International Tracing Service archive (Arolsen Archives), IRO records
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Hugo Chaim Brecher’s refugee index card naming his parents, 1949. 
CONFIRMED

Arolsen Archives, IRO records

Hugo Brecher on the IRO emigration list of the SS Marine Tiger,
Hamburg to New York, sailed 14 Feb 1949. The sponsor is entered as
“David Brecher, 305 E. Mt. Eden Ave”. CONFIRMED

Arolsen Archives, IRO emigration lists

IRO sailing letter for Hugo Brecher, SS Marine Tiger, 1949. 
CONFIRMED

Arolsen Archives, IRO records

Hugo Brecher in the 1950 United States census, Brooklyn, a year after
his arrival: 28, born in Romania, a machinist in a luggage factory,
living at 5001 Fourteenth Avenue — the building where his cousins
Frieda and Joseph Eilender lived. CONFIRMED

United States Census, 1950, Brooklyn, Kings County, New York, ED 24-2863, sheet
3, line 29 — FamilySearch https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XTB-
MJHZ (image https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHN-
PQHW-99NS).

R’ Asher Brecher of Sighet
Asher, Pesel and their children
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Asher (Uszer) Brecher, born in Siret, married Pepi (Pesel) Kupferman in Szurdok (Strâmtura) on 8 July 1902. The
civil act names his parents as Majer Brecher and Fani Frohner. Pesel’s father, Izsák Kupferman, born in Kosów in
Galicia, had died in Szurdok the year before. The family lived for a time in Felsőbánya, where their son Lázár was
born in 1916, and then in Sighet.

In Sighet R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher was head gabbai of the Kosov kloiz, where his son R’ Yosef gave the daily
Gemara shiur, as the Sighet memorial book records. He died on 29 Tishrei 5701 (31 October 1940) and was
buried in Sighet. His printed spiritual will names him the son of Meir Brecher HaKohen and asks that his stone
read “Asher ben Freide Brecher”. Pesel and their children Yitzchak (with his wife Frimet), Yosef, Leah and others
were lost in 1944; their portraits are preserved in Holocaust memorial records.
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R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher of Sighet, son of R’ Meir Brecher. 
CONFIRMED

Sefer Marmarosh (Tel Aviv, 1983), p. 23 (HebrewBooks)

Title page of R’ Asher Brecher’s printed spiritual will: “son of Meir
Brecher HaKohen”, who died 29 Tishrei 5701. CONFIRMED

Printed spiritual will of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher (HebrewBooks)
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From the will: the wording R’ Asher asked for on his gravestone,
“Asher ben Freide Brecher”. CONFIRMED

Printed spiritual will of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher, p. 14 (HebrewBooks)

The Sighet memorial book on the town’s houses of study: R’ Asher
Brecher, head gabbai of the Kosov kloiz, where his son R’ Yosef gave
the Gemara shiur. CONFIRMED

Sefer Marmarosh (Tel Aviv, 1983), Yiddish Book Center collection (Internet
Archive)
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Civil marriage of Asher (Uszer) Brecher, Szurdok (Strâmtura), 8 July
1902, act 29 — the groom’s section, naming his parents Majer Brecher
and Fani Frohner. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Szurdok
marriages, unit MM-F-00743-2-00463, image 245

The same act, the bride’s section: Pepi (Pesel) Kupferman. 
CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, unit
MM-F-00743-2-00463
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Death of Izsák Kupferman, Pesel’s father, Szurdok, 25 March 1901,
act 16; born in Kosów, Galicia; his parents Nuchem Kupferman and
Mircza Rath. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Szurdok
deaths, unit MM-F-00743-2-00465, image 183

Birth of Lázár Brecher, Felsőbánya, 13 August 1916, act 51. Parents:
Uszer Béla (Asher) Brecher, merchant, 40, and Peszel Kupferman, 36. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00621
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Máramarossziget (Sighet): the synagogue courtyard, 1907.
Fortepan / Magyar Földrajzi Múzeum / Erdélyi Mór cége (no. 86872)

The Great Synagogue of Sighet before the war.
Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, Jerusalem, 7959/3

The main square of Sighet, 1941.
Fortepan / Gyöngyi (no. 6071), CC BY-SA 3.0

The children of Asher and Pesel
Six of Asher and Pesel’s children appear in the civil birth registers. Five were born at Szurdok (Strâmtura), where
Asher, recorded as born at Siret in Bukovina, is entered as a dealer in 1904 and 1906, a licensed liquor seller in
1909 and 1912 and a merchant in 1914: Freida on 23 October 1904, Tema on 20 August 1906, Izsák (Yitzchak)
on 7 April 1909, József (Yosef) on 28 February 1912 and Farkas on 11 July 1914. Lázár (Eliezer) followed at
Felsőbánya on 13 August 1916; Chaim Leib and Leah, whose portraits appear below, were younger, and a son
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David was born at Strâmtura in 1923. Notes in the margins of the birth acts record Freida’s marriage to Moses
Wasserstrom at Sighet on 15 June 1931, Tema’s to Mihai (Chaim) Tabak at Sighet on 31 May 1934 and Yosef’s to
Ida Grenstein in 1939; Yitzchak married Frimet Kreindler at Tiszabogdány on 24 June 1935. A son of Asher, R’
Nachum Ze’ev ben Asher HaKohen Brecher, survived the war and died in Bnei Brak on 24 Adar 5743 (9 March
1983) CONFIRMED ; he was very probably Farkas LIKELY .

Children of Asher and Pesel Brecher

Freida b. 23 Oct 1904, Szurdok (Strâmtura) CONFIRMED ; = Moses (Moshe) Wasserstrom,
Sighet, 15 Jun 1931 LIKELY

Tema b. 20 Aug 1906, Szurdok CONFIRMED ; = Mihai (Mihály, Chaim) Tabak, b. 22 Jan 1907,
Bárdfalu (Berbești), Sighet, 31 May 1934 LIKELY

Izsák (Yitzchak) b. 7 Apr 1909, Szurdok CONFIRMED ; = Frimet (Frantiska) Kreindler, b. 18 May 1910,
Tiszabogdány, 24 Jun 1935 LIKELY

József (Yosef) b. 28 Feb 1912, Szurdok CONFIRMED ; = Ida Grenstein, 20 Apr 1939 LIKELY

Farkas b. 11 Jul 1914, Szurdok CONFIRMED ; very probably the later R’ Nachum Ze’ev ben
Asher HaKohen Brecher of Bnei Brak, d. 24 Adar 5743 (9 Mar 1983) LIKELY

Lázár (Eliezer) b. 13 Aug 1916, Felsőbánya CONFIRMED ; = Devora

Chaim Leib portrait below CONFIRMED

Leah portrait below CONFIRMED

David b. 1923, Strâmtura (Sighet register of 1945, as indexed in the JewishGen Hungary
database) LIKELY
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Birth of Izsák (Yitzchak) Brecher, 7 April 1909, at Szurdok
(Strâmtura), son of Uszer (Asher) Brecher and Pepi Kupferman. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Strâmtura (Szurdok) births 1907–1920, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00652, act 39 of
1909

Birth of József (Yosef) Brecher, 28 February 1912, at Szurdok
(Strâmtura), son of Uszer (Asher) Brecher and Pepi Kupferman. A
note in the margin records his marriage in 1939. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Strâmtura (Szurdok) births 1907–1920, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00652, act 22 of
1912

Birth of Freida Brecher, 23 October 1904, at Szurdok (Strâmtura),
daughter of Uszer (Asher) Brecher, dealer, born at Siret in Bukovina,
and Pepi Kupfermann. A note in the margin records her marriage to
Moses Wasserstrom at Sighet in 1931. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Strâmtura (Szurdok) births 1904–1906, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00460, act 108

Birth of Tema Brecher, 20 August 1906, at Szurdok (Strâmtura),
daughter of Uszer (Asher) Brecher and Peszel Kupfermann. The
margin records her marriage to Mihai (Chaim) Tabak at Sighet on 31
May 1934. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Strâmtura (Szurdok) births 1904–1906, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00460, act 93
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Portraits of Asher’s family
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Pesel Brecher née Kupferman, wife of R’ Asher Brecher, of Sighet. 
CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15279703

Yitzchak Brecher, son of Asher and Pesel, with his wife Frimet and
their children. CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15279659
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Frimet Brecher née Kreindler, wife of Yitzchak. CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15264873
Yosef (Yossel) Brecher, son of Asher and Pesel. CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15279728

Chaim Leib Brecher, son of Asher and Pesel. CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15264683
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Leah Brecher, daughter of Asher and Pesel. CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15244127
Devora Brecher, wife of Asher’s son Eliezer. CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15275789

Asher (User) Brecher and his wife Pepi, née Kupfermann, had sons named David and Moses (Moshe). A 1945
displaced-persons card and a 1947 list of survivors in Sweden record Moses as Asher’s son, born in Satu Mare

CONFIRMED .  These  two  were  the  nephews  “David  and  Moshe  Brecher”  who  signed  a  notice  on  R’  David
Brecher’s death in March 1955.

Rosa and Samuel Eilender
Kapnikbánya to New York

Rosa (Róza) Brecher, Meir’s daughter, was born in Kapnikbánya and owned a share of a house there. Samuel
Eilender, a merchant of the town and the son of Eliyahu (Elia) Eilender, a tailor of Felsővisó, and Eigye (Agnes),
née Katz in the Felsővisó register (“Agnes Rosen” on his New York death certificate), was her husband. Their son
Elemér was born in Kapnikbánya on 18 April 1907 and the twins József and Frida on 6 April 1909; in each act
Samuel came before the registrar to acknowledge the children as his.

Samuel sailed from Hamburg on the SS Cleveland and reached Ellis Island on 25 July 1909, bound for his “uncle
Abraham Brecher” at 185 Orchard Street; in December 1910 he declared his intention to become a citizen, giving
his birth as 26 January 1877 in Felső Visó. The Jewish register of Felsővisó (Vișeu de Sus) records the birth of
Samuel (Zeinvel), son of Elia Eilender, tailor, and Eigye née Katz, on 8 January 1877 (Confirmed); his sisters
Eszter (Feiga), born in December 1867, Feiga, born in 1870, and Devora, born in 1873, appear in the same register
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(Likely). Eszter died in infancy in 1868 and Devora in 1876. Rosa arrived in New York on the SS Potsdam on 3
July 1913 with Elemér, József and Frida, joining Samuel at 178 Brook Avenue in the Bronx.

The family lived in the Bronx and later in Brooklyn, where Samuel worked as an insurance agent. Samuel (Shmuel
Zanvel) died on 7 July 1937, at 2865 West 17th Street, Coney Island, and is buried in Beth David Cemetery,
Elmont; that October their son, now Alex Eilender, married Anna Kiviat in the Bronx: the Paterson Jewish Post
announced the engagement in September, reported a bridal shower given by the bride’s mother, with Rose and
Frieda Eilender among the guests, and announced the wedding at the Burnside Manor on 24 October 1937, with
the groom’s brother Joseph and his cousin Eugene Brecher among the ushers. In 1940 Rose lived at 2853 West
28th Street with Joseph and Frieda, and later at 5001 14th Avenue in Borough Park, where she died on 7 July
1948; she was buried in Beth David beside Samuel.

Alex (Elemér) Eilender’s first wife, Anne (Chana) née Kwiat, daughter of Solomon Kwiat and Bessie Halpern of
Paterson, New Jersey, had been a public school teacher there; she died on 21 Adar 5704 (16 March 1944) and is
buried in Congregation B’nai  Israel  Cemetery,  Saddle Brook, New Jersey,  leaving two daughters,  Sandra and
Norma (Confirmed). In 1950 Alex lived in Paterson with his second wife,  Pauline (Pnina Perl) Eilender,  née
Kirschenbaum (8 September 1912 – 18 September 2005)  LIKELY . Frida (Frieda), Joseph’s twin, married Isidor
Geldzahler (born in Belgium, 13 May 1913; died in Brooklyn, October 1985) in Manhattan in 1953; she died in
Brooklyn on 17 March 2005 (Likely). Joseph H. Eilender died in Los Angeles on 24 November 1982 (Likely).
Rosa’s nephew Hugo Brecher, Markus’s son, later lived in the same house at 5001 14th Avenue, and Frieda was
the witness to his naturalization.
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Birth of Elemér (later Alex) Eilender, Kapnikbánya, 18 April 1907, act
60. Mother: Róza Brecher, 29; the father, Samuel Eilender, merchant,
acknowledged him. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Cavnic
births 1907–1909, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00141

Births of the twins József and Frida, Kapnikbánya, 6 April 1909, acts
41–42. Mother: Rozália Brecher, 32; Samuel Eilender acknowledged
them. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Cavnic
births, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00141

The Hamburg-America liner Cleveland arriving in New York
harbour, about 1909–14 — the ship on which Samuel Eilender came
in July 1909.
Bain News Service, Library of Congress, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Samuel Eilender, 32, of Kapnikbánya, on the SS Cleveland from
Hamburg, arriving at Ellis Island 25 July 1909 (line 1). 

CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives, T715 roll 1306, p. 92
(FamilySearch, host)

The same manifest, right-hand page: going to his “uncle Abraham
Brecher”, 185 Orchard Street, New York. CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
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Samuel Eilender declares his intention to become a citizen, Supreme
Court of New York County, 9 December 1910: born in Felső Visó,
Hungary, on 26 January 1877; last residence Kapnik; arrived on the
Cleveland on 26 July 1909. He signs his own name. CONFIRMED

New York County naturalization records (FamilySearch)

Samuel Eilender’s death certificate, New York, 1937: his father is
named as Eliza (Elias) Eilender and his mother as Agnes, both born in
Hungary. CONFIRMED

New York City Department of Health, Certificate of Death no. 14769 (Brooklyn),
Samuel Eilender, July 1937 — NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records

The Holland-America liner Potsdam, on which Rosa Eilender and her
three children arrived in July 1913, in a rendering by the marine artist
Fred Pansing.
Fred Pansing, Library of Congress, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Rosa Eilender, 35, of Nagybánya, born in Kapnikbánya, with Elemér,
6, and the twins József and Frida, 4, arriving in New York on the SS
Potsdam, 3 July 1913. Nearest relative at home: “father Maier
Brecher, Nagybánya”. CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives, T715 roll 2121, p. 130
(FamilySearch, host)
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The same manifest: going to her husband, Samuel Eilander, 178
Brook Avenue, Bronx. CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

178 Brook Avenue, Bronx, about 1940: the address to which Rosa
and the children came in 1913. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

5001 14th Avenue, Borough Park, Brooklyn, about 1940: Joseph
Eilender’s address on his 1940 draft registration. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Rose Eilender with Elmer (entered as “Elsmere”), Frieda and Joseph
in the 1920 census, Bronx. CONFIRMED

1920 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 279, sheet 8B, U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch, host)

The Eilender family in the 1930 census, Bronx, with their years of
immigration: Samuel 1909, Rose and the children 1913. 

CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
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“Deaths in New York”: Shmuel Zanvel (Samuel) Eilender, 2865 West
17th Street, Coney Island, a member of Congregation Bikur Cholim,
listed first in the day’s column, July 1937. CONFIRMED

Der Morgen Zhurnal (New York), 9 July 1937, p. 11 — National Library of
Israel, Historical Jewish Press

Certificate and Record of Marriage of Alex Eilender and Anna Kiviat,
Bronx, 24 October 1937. The groom’s parents: Samuel Eilender and
Rose Brecher. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Bronx marriages 1937, no. 9544

The gravestone of Anne (Chana) Eilender, daughter of Shlomo, wife
of Alex Eilender, who died on 21 Adar 5704 (16 March 1944).
Congregation B’nai Israel Cemetery, Saddle Brook, New Jersey. 

CONFIRMED

Find a Grave, memorial 187615138, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/
187615138/anne-eilender (photograph contributed to Find a Grave)

Notice of the death of Mrs. Alex Eilander — Anne, née Kwiat —
Paterson, New Jersey, March 1944. CONFIRMED

Find a Grave, memorial 187615138, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/
187615138/anne-eilender (newspaper clipping, Paterson, March 1944)
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Engagement notice of Anne Kwiat and Al (Alex) Eilender, son of
Rose Eilender of Brooklyn. The Jewish Post, Paterson, N.J., 2
September 1937. CONFIRMED

The Jewish Post (Paterson, N.J.), 2 Sep 1937; Old Fulton NY Post Cards
(fultonhistory.com), “Paterson NJ The Jewish Post 1936 Jan–Dec 1937”, file 1319

Notice of a bridal shower given for Anne Kwiat in Paterson on 10
October 1937; among the guests were Rose Eilender and her daughter
Frieda. The Jewish Post, Paterson, N.J., 14 October 1937. 

CONFIRMED

The Jewish Post (Paterson, N.J.), 14 Oct 1937, p. 5; Old Fulton NY Post Cards
(fultonhistory.com), “Paterson NJ The Jewish Post 1936 Jan–Dec 1937”, file 1443

Meir Brecher & Freide Frohner

136



Announcement of the marriage of Anne Kwiat and Alex Eilender,
son of Rose Eilender, at the Burnside Manor in the Bronx on 24
October 1937. Among the ushers were the groom’s brother Joseph
Eilender and his cousin Eugene Brecher. The Jewish Post, Paterson,
N.J., 21 October 1937. CONFIRMED

The Jewish Post (Paterson, N.J.), 21 Oct 1937, women’s page; Old Fulton NY Post
Cards (fultonhistory.com), “Paterson NJ The Jewish Post 1936 Jan–Dec 1937”, file
1477

Rose Eilender, widowed, with her son Joseph and daughter Frieda in
the 1940 census, Brooklyn. CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, Brooklyn, ED 24-1927, sheet 5B, U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch, host)
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2853 West 28th Street, Coney Island, Brooklyn, about 1940: the
address of Rose Eilender, widowed, with Joseph and Frieda in the
1940 census. LIKELY

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Joseph Eilender, Rosa’s son, born in Kapnikbánya on 6 April 1909,
registers for the draft in Brooklyn, 16 October 1940, naming his
mother Rose as his contact. CONFIRMED

U.S. World War II draft registration cards (FamilySearch)

Alex (Elemér) Eilender, 42, born in Hungary, with his wife Pauline in
Paterson, New Jersey, in the 1950 census. LIKELY

United States Census, 1950, Paterson, Passaic County, New Jersey (FamilySearch),
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6F9T-Z75R

From Rose Eilender’s certificate of death, Brooklyn, 7 July 1948: her
father “Meyer Brecher” and her mother “Frieda Froner”, both born in
Hungary; the informant, her daughter Frieda; burial in Beth David
Cemetery. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Brooklyn deaths 1948, no. 14036
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Joseph H. Eilender’s death is recorded in the California death index, which gives his mother’s maiden name as
Brecher; Alex Eilender’s death is recorded in the New Jersey death index for 1963.

Frieda and Joseph Eilender, Rosa’s twins, in the 1950 census,
Brooklyn. CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. census, Brooklyn, ED 24-2863 (National Archives)

The gravestone of Frieda (Freida) Geldzahler née Eilender, daughter
of R’ Shmuel Zanvel Eilender and wife of R’ Yitzchak Geldzahler,
who died on 17 March 2005, Beth Israel Memorial Park, Fords, New
Jersey. CONFIRMED

Family records

Alex Eilender in the New Jersey death index for 1963: he died in
Paterson in September 1963 (state file no. 45876). CONFIRMED

New Jersey Department of Health death index, 1963, surnames A–F (Reclaim The
Records, Internet Archive item NJ_Death_Index_1963_A-F, image/leaf 310),
https://archive.org/details/NJ_Death_Index_1963_A-F ; place codes: https://
archive.org/details/NewJerseyDOHLocalityCodes1949-1984

Markus Brecher and Abraham Brecher
Felsőbánya, Radautz and the Lower East Side

Markus (Mátyás) Brecher, born in Felsőbánya on 18 February 1886, is recorded as a son of Meir and Freide. He
was a wood merchant. He married Frida Moskovics at Taracköz in 1918 (Confirmed: their son’s Social Security
record names his parents as Marcos Brecher and Frieda Moskowitz). A Lea Brecher was born in Felsőbánya in
December 1918 to Mátyás Brecher, wood merchant, and a mother entered as Frida Herskovics. Their son Hugo
Chaim Brecher was born in Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie) on 12 April 1921 by his naturalization papers (12 May 1921,
at Baia Sprie, in the civil birth register; 12 May 1921, at Baia Mare, in his Social Security application; 15 May 1921
in the death index). He married Bertha, of Felsővisó, at Linz in 1946, reached New York on 27 February 1949,
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lived at 5001 14th Avenue in Brooklyn — the house of his aunt Rosa Eilender’s family — and was naturalized on
26 April 1955. He died in Brooklyn on 1 October 2004. A daughter of Markus and Frida, Fana Ruzena, was born
in 1925 at Királymező (Ust-Chorna), when the family was living at Brașov.  CONFIRMED  A Márkus Brecher ap‐
pears among the paying guests at a charity ball in Nagybánya in 1908. Meir’s son Jakob, born in 1893, may be the
Jakab  Brecher  of  the  Nagybánya  district  listed  by  the  conscription  office  in  1914,  and  the  Jákob  Brecher,
merchant, who married Rozália Sapira in Felsőbánya on 5 May 1926.

Guests who paid extra at a charity ball in Nagybánya, March 1908:
Márkus Brecher, one crown. LIKELY

Nagybányai Hírlap, 22 March 1908 (Hungaricana)

Birth of Lea Brecher, Felsőbánya, 21 December 1918, act 93; parents
Mátyás Brecher, wood merchant, 32, and Frida Herskovics, 21. 

POSSIBLE

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers,
Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00621

Hugo Chaim Brecher, son of Markus Brecher, petitions for American
citizenship, Brooklyn, 8 March 1955: foreman, 5001 14th Avenue;
born 12 April 1921 at Baia Sprie (Felsőbánya); married 1946 at Linz,
Austria. CONFIRMED

Petitions for Naturalization, U.S. District Court, Brooklyn (National Archives),
via FamilySearch, New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization
Records, 1824–1991, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6GGS-YWSP

The witness page of the same petition: his cousin Frieda Geldzahler,
born Eilender, of the same house at 5001 14th Avenue, vouches for
him. CONFIRMED

Petitions for Naturalization, U.S. District Court, Brooklyn (National Archives),
via FamilySearch, New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization
Records, 1824–1991, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6GGS-YWSP

A county list of young men of the Nagybánya district born in 1893
whose whereabouts were unknown to the conscription office, March
1914: Jakab Brecher. Meir’s son Jakob was born in 1893. POSSIBLE

Szatmárvármegye Hivatalos Lapja, 2 April 1914 (Hungaricana)
Felsőbánya register news: the marriage on 5 May 1926 of Jákob
Brecher, merchant, and Rozália Sapira. POSSIBLE

Nagybánya, 19 February 1928 (Hungaricana)

Chaim Yehuda Brecher
Meir’s son Chaim Yehuda Brecher, born on 8 December 1887 and known in civil records as Miksa, married Zali
(Szali) Grunberg, daughter of Markus Grunberg and Chaja née Katz. Their daughter Frida was born at Huszt in
1913 and their son Elemér there in 1915; a younger son, Izrael, died at Munkács in 1924. The family lived in
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Szatmár (Satu Mare). Zali died at Zugó in Bereg county on 17 October 1921, aged 31. Chaim Yehuda probably
married again:  a  Chaim Yuda Brecher who died on 1 Adar I  5700 (10 February 1940) lies  in the Orthodox
cemetery of Satu Mare, section 16, and his wife Pessel, who died on 14 Iyar 5701 (11 May 1941), lies in the same
section. LIKELY

Chaim Yehuda Brecher’s family · Likely

Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) b. 8 Dec 1887, Nagybánya register; of Huszt 1913–15, of Szatmár 1921–24; probably d. 1
Adar I 5700 (10 Feb 1940), Satu Mare

First wife Zali (Szali) Grunberg, daughter of Markus Grunberg and Chaja née Katz; d. 17 Oct 1921,
Zugó, aged 31

Children Frida, b. 1913, Huszt · Elemér, b. 1915, Huszt · Izrael, d. 1924, Munkács

Second wife Pessel, d. 14 Iyar 5701 (11 May 1941), Satu Mare

Source Civil registers of Huszt, Zugó (Volovec) and Munkács, State Archive of Zakarpattia
Oblast (Berehove), fonds 1606 and 1610, as indexed in the JewishGen Hungary database;
Satu Mare Orthodox Jewish Cemetery burial register, JewishGen Online Worldwide
Burial Registry, records J_MARAMURE_0001124 and J_MARAMURE_0001132

Abraham Brecher in New York
Abraham Brecher, born about 1864 in Austria, was the “uncle Abraham Brecher” to whom Samuel Eilender
travelled in 1909, and was a son of Eisig Brecher and Lea Bernstein of Rădăuți — a brother of Meir (Likely). He
and his wife Miriam née Langsner, daughter of Mordechai Langsner, had children born in Rădăuți in Bukovina
— Regina on 25 December 1891, Chaje (Ida) on 6 April 1893 and Mordke on 11 June 1897; they married there,
according to the civil  register,  on 4 July  1892.  Abraham landed in New York with his  son Benjamin on 25
February 1904 on the Moltke, declared his intention to become a citizen in 1906 while living at 141 Stanton
Street, and was naturalized in 1911. In 1920 the family lived on the Lower East Side with their daughter Ida (born
about 1894), and in 1940 on East Fourth Street. Miriam died on 6 February 1944 and is buried in Mount Zion
Cemetery, Queens.
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The Hamburg-America liner Moltke leaving Hoboken, September
1902; Abraham Brecher and his son Benjamin arrived on her from
Rădăuți in February 1904.
U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command, public domain, via Wikimedia
Commons

The lot at 185 Orchard Street, Lower East Side, about 1940 —
Abraham Brecher’s address in 1909; by 1940 the old tenement had
given way to market stalls. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Abraham Brecher of 141 Stanton Street declares his intention to
become an American citizen, U.S. Circuit Court, New York, 8
August 1906: born in Austria in 1864, he had landed on 25 February
1904. He signs his own name. CONFIRMED

U.S. Circuit Court, Southern District of New York, declarations of intention
(FamilySearch)

Abraham and Miriam Brecher with their daughter Ida in the 1920
census, Lower East Side, Manhattan: all born in Bukovina. 

CONFIRMED

1920 U.S. Census, Manhattan, ED 370, sheet 5A (FamilySearch)

Abraham Brecher, 75, born in Austria, with his wife Miriam in the
1940 census, East Fourth Street, Manhattan. LIKELY

1940 U.S. Census, Manhattan, ED 31-685, sheet 6A, U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch, host)
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108–110 East 4th Street, Manhattan, about 1940: the home of
Abraham and Miriam Brecher in the 1940 census. LIKELY

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Harry Brecher
Abraham and Miriam’s eldest child was Harry Brecher — Hersch in Yiddish, Binyamin Tzvi in Hebrew — born
at Mihăileni, his mother’s home town, on 10 October 1888. In May 1910, a 21-year-old tailor, he sailed from
Hamburg on the SS Amerika to join his father on Ludlow Street; the passenger list names his grandfather, Eisig
Brecher, still living in Rădăuți, as his nearest relative at home — a record that ties Abraham to Eisig as father
and son. Harry declared his intention to become a citizen on 21 November 1910 and filed his petition on 21 July
1915, with his father Abraham and his sister Ida signing as witnesses. On 27 August 1915 he married  Mollie
(Malka) Rudich, born in Bukovina on 22 December 1892, daughter of Selig (Asher Zelig) Rudich, a cutter, and
Feige Lobel. In 1917 Harry was a sales clerk at J. B. Greenhut Co.; by 1942 he ran his own business in the Bronx.
He died on 3 September 1962 and Mollie on 19 March 1980; they lie together in Montefiore Cemetery, Queens,
under a stone that calls him the son of “Avraham HaKohen Brecher”. CONFIRMED

Harry Brecher’s family · Confirmed

Harry (Hersch, Binyamin Tzvi)
Brecher

b. 10 Oct 1888, Mihăileni, on the Siret at the Bukovina–Romania border; arr. New York
28 May 1910; d. 3 Sep 1962; buried Montefiore Cemetery, Queens

Parents Abraham (Avraham HaKohen) Brecher and Miriam Langsner

Grandfather Eisig Brecher of Rădăuți, living in May 1910
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Wife Mollie (Malka) Rudich, b. 22 Dec 1892, Bukovina; m. 27 Aug 1915, Manhattan; d. 19
Mar 1980

Wife’s parents Selig (Asher Zelig) Rudich, b. 15 Feb 1866, d. 23 Jul 1927, the Bronx · Feige (Fagie) née
Lobel, b. 12 Sep 1866, d. 24 Apr 1944, the Bronx

Sources SS Amerika passenger list 1910; New York County declaration 1910 and petition no.
52045 (1915); NYC marriage certificate no. 19380 (1915); draft cards 1917 and 1942;
1950 census; gravestone, Montefiore Cemetery; NYC death certificates of Selig and Feige
Rudich
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Hersch (Harry) Brecher, 21, a tailor from Rădăuți, on the passenger
list of the SS Amerika, Hamburg to New York, May 1910. He names
his grandfather Eisig Brecher in Rădăuți as his nearest relative at home
and is going to join his father, Abraham Brecher, on Ludlow Street. 

CONFIRMED

New York passenger arrival lists (Ellis Island), SS Amerika, arr. 28 May 1910,
line 13 (NARA T715, roll 1488; FamilySearch)

Harry Brecher declares his intention to become an American citizen,
New York, 21 November 1910: a 22-year-old tailor born at Mihăileni
on 10 October 1888, living at 106 Ludlow Street. CONFIRMED

New York County Supreme Court, declarations of intention, 21 Nov 1910
(FamilySearch)
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Harry Brecher's petition for American citizenship, New York, 21 July
1915. CONFIRMED

New York County Supreme Court, Petition for Naturalization no. 52045
(FamilySearch)

The witnesses to Harry's 1915 petition were his father, Abraham
Brecher, a pedlar, and his sister Ida, a dressmaker, all of 190 Ludlow
Street — here are the three signatures, the only known signature of
Ida. CONFIRMED

New York County Supreme Court, Petition for Naturalization no. 52045, 21 Jul
1915 (FamilySearch)

Marriage of Harry Brecher, son of Abraham Brecher and Miriam
Langsner, born at Mihăileni, to Mollie Rudich of Bukovina, daughter
of Selig Rudich and Feige Lobel, New York, 27 August 1915. 

CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Health, Certificate and Record of Marriage no. 19380
(Manhattan, 1915), NYC Municipal Archives

Harry Brecher's First World War draft registration card, New York, 5
June 1917: born 10 October 1888, a sales clerk at J. B. Greenhut Co.,
living at 36 St Marks Place. CONFIRMED

U.S. World War I Draft Registration Cards (NARA M1509), New York City
(FamilySearch)
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Harry Brecher's Second World War registration card, the Bronx, April
1942: aged 53, living at 1310 Morris Avenue with his wife Molly and
running his own business at 265 East 169th Street. CONFIRMED

U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 (NARA; FamilySearch)

Harry and Mollie Brecher in the 1950 census, the Bronx: Harry, 60, a
textile clerk born in Romania; Mollie, 55, born in Austria. 

CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-2020, sheet 8, lines 14–15 (NARA; FamilySearch)

The gravestone of Harry (Binyamin Tzvi) Brecher, son of Avraham
HaKohen Brecher, 10 October 1888 – 3 September 1962, and his
wife Mollie (Malka), daughter of Asher Zelig, 22 December 1892 – 19
March 1980, Montefiore Cemetery, Queens. CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorials 158155543 and 158155549, Montefiore Cemetery,
Springfield Gardens, Queens

Mollie's father, Selig Rudich, petitions for American citizenship, New
York, 1920: a cutter born in Bukovina on 15 February 1866, he had
landed on 23 March 1913. CONFIRMED

New York naturalization petition, 1920 (FamilySearch)
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Death certificate of Mollie's mother, Fagie (Feige) Rudich née Lobel,
the Bronx, 24 April 1944: born 12 September 1866 in Bukovina,
daughter of Louis Lobel and Molly Rudler, widow of Selig Rudich. 

CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Health, death certificate no. 4397 (Bronx, 1944), NYC
Municipal Archives

Ida
Abra‐
ham’s 1911 citizenship petition names the children then with him in New York, among them Harry and Ida. Ida
was the Chaje born in Rădăuți on 6 April 1893. She came over with her mother on the SS Patricia in June 1907,
worked as  a  dressmaker,  and married Charles  B.  Schwartz  (Kalman Baruch ben Moshe),  a  salesman born in
Romania. They lived in Brooklyn; Ida died on 27 March 1976 and lies beside Charles in Mount Judah Cemetery,
Queens, under a stone that reads “Chaya daughter of R’ Avraham HaKohen”. CONFIRMED
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Abraham Brecher's petition for American citizenship, New York,
1911: born 17 March 1864, landed 25 February 1904, his wife born at
Mihăileni; among the children he names are Harry, born 10 October
1888, and Ida, born 6 April 1893. CONFIRMED

New York County Supreme Court, Petition for Naturalization no. 11354 (1911)
(FamilySearch)

Mirjam Brecher, 42, of Rădăuți, with her daughter Chaje (Ida), on
the passenger list of the SS Patricia, Hamburg to New York, May–
June 1907, going to join her husband, A[braham] Brecher, on
Orchard Street. CONFIRMED

New York passenger arrival lists (Ellis Island), SS Patricia, arr. 8 Jun 1907, list 17,
lines 17–19 (NARA T715, roll 915; FamilySearch)

The gravestone of Ida (Chaje) Brecher and her husband Charles B.
Schwartz, Mount Judah Cemetery, Queens. Her inscription reads
“Chaya daughter of R’ Avraham HaKohen”; she was born on 6 April
1893 and died on 27 March 1976. His reads “Kalman Baruch son of
Moshe”. CONFIRMED

Gravestone photograph, Mount Judah Cemetery, Ridgewood, Queens

Charles and Ida Schwartz in the 1950 census, Brooklyn: Charles, 71,
born in Romania, a salesman in an electrical-appliance shop; Ida, 58,
born in Austria. CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. Census, Brooklyn (NARA; FamilySearch)

The civil registers of Rădăuți add another child of Abraham Brecher and Mirjam Langsner born there:  Jakob
Wolf (Yaakov Zeev), born 30 August 1900, who died on 13 June 1903. (Likely: Bukovina births and deaths
index, JewishGen Romania Database.)

Leon Brecher of Baltimore
Abraham’s brother Riwen Mordko (Reuven Mordechai) also had a son in America. Jakob Leib Brecher, born
on 15 September 1895 at Mănăstirea Humorului (Kloster Humor) in Bukovina, came to New York from Siret on
the Rotterdam in January 1921, a student of 26 whose nearest relative at home was Marcus Brecher of Siret. He
settled in Baltimore, was naturalized there on 2 March 1927 under the name Leo, and was known as Leon Brech‐
er. He and his wife Fanny (Fruma Yetta) are buried in Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore County; his stone reads
“Yaakov Aryeh ben Mordechai Reuven HaKohen”, and gives his birth date exactly as the Bukovina register does.
He died on 10 October 1988. CONFIRMED
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Jacob Brecher, 26, a student from Siret, arrives at Ellis Island on the
Rotterdam, 19 January 1921; his nearest relative at home is Marcus
Brecher of Siret. CONFIRMED

New York passenger arrival lists (Ellis Island), SS Rotterdam, arr. 19 Jan 1921, p.
111, line 10 (NARA T715, roll 2912; FamilySearch)

Jacob Brecher's petition for American citizenship, Baltimore, 1927:
born 15 September 1895 in Bukovina, he asked the court to change
his name to Leo Brecher. CONFIRMED

U.S. District Court, District of Maryland, petition no. 9144, 2 Mar 1927 (NARA
M1640; FamilySearch)

The stone of Leon Brecher — Yaakov Aryeh ben Mordechai Reuven
HaKohen — born in Bukovina on 15 September 1895, died in
Baltimore on 10 October 1988. Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore
County, Maryland. CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorial 113946164, Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Section K, Lot 449

The Brecher family headstone of Leon and Fanny Brecher, with the
hands of the Kohanim, Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore. 

CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorials 113946164 and 113946163, Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery

Other Kohen Brechers from Siret
Siret was home to more than one family of Kohanim named Brecher, and several of them also reached New York.
How they connect to the family of this book is not known; they are set apart here for that reason.

Related Siret Kohen Brechers in New York

Joseph Ira Brecher (Yosef ben Yaakov
HaKohen)

b. 15 Jan 1883, Siret; arr. New York from Hamburg May 1899; son of Jacob W. Brecher
and Bessie Rosenblatt; m. Annie Rita Jaffe (Chaya Rachel bat Shmuel, 1889–1981),
Manhattan, 2 Jul 1911; d. 26 Oct 1973, aged 90; Mount Hebron Cemetery, Queens 

CONFIRMED

Max Brecher b. 7 Apr 1872, Siret; a tailor and salesman in New York; son of Jacob Brecher and Sarah
Landau; d. the Bronx, 24 Nov 1920 CONFIRMED

Josef Brecher (Yosef bar Yaakov
HaKohen)

b. 4 Aug 1874, Siret; a clerk in Vienna; arr. New York July 1921 to join his nephew Morris
Brecher; d. 11 Sep 1951, aged 77; Mount Hebron Cemetery, Queens; very probably Max’s
brother LIKELY
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The stone of Joseph Ira Brecher (Yosef ben Yaakov HaKohen, 1883–
1973), born in Siret, and his wife Anna Rita (Chaya Rachel bat
Shmuel, 1889–1981), Mount Hebron Cemetery, Queens. The carved
hands mark him as a Kohen. CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorials 77397759 and 77397744, Mount Hebron Cemetery,
Flushing, Queens

Max Brecher's death certificate, the Bronx, November 1920: a
salesman of 50, born in Austria, son of Jacob Brecher and Sarah
Landau. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Health, death certificate no. 7469 (Bronx, 1920), NYC
Municipal Archives

Josef Brecher, 47, a clerk born in Sereth and living in Vienna, arrives
in New York on the America in July 1921 to join his nephew Morris
Brecher on East 9th Street. LIKELY

New York passenger arrival lists (Ellis Island), SS America, July 1921
(FamilySearch)
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The line in a chart
Ancestors as the records show them. Likely links are drawn dashed; people still only possible are left off.

G E N E R A T I O N I G E N E R A T I O N I I G E N E R A T I O N I I I G E N E R A T I O N I V G E N E R A T I O N V

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret
?–bef. 1868 · Likely

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) B…
?–1868 · Likely

R’ Aryeh Leibush (of Stryj)
bef. c. 1745–bef. 1812 · Likely

R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj
c. 1764–1844 · Likely

R’ Yehuda
?–bef. 1844 · Confirmed

Leah bat Yehuda
?–1844 · Likely

Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger
?–1890 · Likely

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig Lei…
c. 1832–1911 · Likely

Benjamin Hersch (Binyamin Tzvi) B…
?–bef. 1888 · Likely

Chaje Bernstein née Frenkel
?–bef. 1893 · Likely

Lea Brecher née Bernstein
c. 1831–1916 · Likely

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen
c. 1851– · Confirmed
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Records found since the book

Samuel Eilender’s First World War draft card, the Bronx, 12 Sep 1918: 1034 Tiffany Street, born 28 Dec 1878, a naturalized
citizen, agent for the New York Life Insurance Co.; nearest relative his wife Rose. CONFIRMED

WWI draft registration cards, NARA M1509 (FamilySearch 1:1:W74X-FMW2)

The Eilenders in the 1915 New York State census, the Bronx: Samuel 37, Rose, and Alex (“Alemer”) 8, Frieda 6 and Joseph
6. LIKELY

NYS census 1915, Bronx, A.D. 30, E.D. 38, p. 98 (FamilySearch index 1:1:K9XG-Y3K)

R’ Asher and Pesel’s civil marriage at Szurdok, 8 Jul 1902 (act 29), read in full: Asher an innkeeper of Kapnikbánya, born at
Sereth in 1877, son of Májer Brecher, innkeeper of Kapnikbánya, and the late Fáni Frohner; Pepi Kupfermann born at
Szurdok on 10 December (1882 on the act; 10 Dec 1881 in her birth register), daughter of the late Izsák Kupfermann and
Háni Lebovics. Pesel’s birth is now Confirmed. CONFIRMED

Strâmtura civil marriages 1902, act 29 (Romanian National Archives, Maramureș); JewishGen Máramaros births Book 564, p. 88 row 13

A new sister of Pesel: Szlova Kupferman, born at Szurdok on 6 May 1896. Her birth act gives their father Izsák as a grocer-
merchant born at Kolomea, Galicia, about 1861 (his death act says Kosów, kept as a variant), and their mother Háni as born
at Szurdok about 1864. Three more siblings from the Szurdok register — Perel (1887), Chajem Leb (1891) and Frajem
Samuel (1894) — are Likely; József Jánkú (1898) and Amália (1900) are Confirmed from their own birth acts. CONFIRMED

Strâmtura civil marriages 1902 act 29 and births 1896 act 47 (Romanian National Archives, Maramureș); JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records index

Six more children of R’ Chaim Leib Lebovits, Chaya Rivka’s brothers and half-sisters, all born at Szurdok: Iczik (1873) and
Salamon (1875) with his first wife Pessel; Szura (1881), Roza (1883), Joszef Jakob (1887) and Neche (1889) with his second
wife Szilke Dub. His civil death entry (11 Mar 1891, aged 49, “spouse of Szilke Dub”) agrees with his stone (Confirmed). 

LIKELY

JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records index (births Books 564, 1100, 1101; marriages Books 31 and 235; deaths Book 1107)

Samuel Eilender’s mother Eigye Katz died at Felsővisó on 18 Jan 1877, aged 36, ten days after his birth. Two older children
of the family, Alter (6) and Devojra (4), died there in December 1867, and a daughter Reize was born in Oct 1874 (these
three Likely). CONFIRMED

JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records index, Felsővisó deaths Book 569 and births Book 565

Pessel (Perl) Brecher’s stone in the Orthodox cemetery of Satu Mare, plot 16-01-20, in the same row as her husband Chaim
Yehuda: daughter of Eliezer, died 11 May 1941. CONFIRMED

szatmar.us Satu Mare Orthodox cemetery register, row ‘Brecher Perl’

Samuel Eilender’s declaration of intention, New York County, 9 Dec 1910: born at Felső Visó 26 Jan 1877, last residence
Kapnik, arrived 26 Jul 1909 on the Cleveland. CONFIRMED

New York County declaration of intention no. 24099 (FamilySearch)

Benjámin Brecher, an agent, was 34 when his daughter Izabella was born in Nagybánya on 21 November 1918; her mother
was Berta Sarfstein, also 34. A son, Jenő, was born there on 24 August 1917. Benjámin was born about 1884, which would
fit Meir’s family, but the register gives neither his birthplace nor his parents. POSSIBLE

Nagybánya civil birth registers 1917 and 1918 (Maramureș county branch of the Romanian National Archives, online name index and register images)

The online name indexes of the civil registers of Kapnikbánya (births and marriages 1895–1909), Felsőbánya (from 1895)
and Nagybánya (1895–1920) were read for Brecher, Frohner and Eilender. Every Brecher entry in Kapnik and Felsőbánya is
already on the site; Nagybánya adds only Benjámin Brecher’s two children. Meir’s death was not found. SEARCHED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș county branch, online register indexes

• 

• 
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Mayer (Meir) Brecher was a witness at three civil weddings of Kapnikbánya families registered in the Nagybánya district: 20
March 1904, 6 August 1905 and 28 January 1906 — he was still living in Kapnikbánya then. LIKELY

JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records, Marriages, Nagybánya district, 1904–1906 (Romanian National Archives, Baia Mare branch)

A portrait of R’ Asher Brecher exists: the Sighet memorial book prints his photograph in its Sighet chapter, p. 23, captioned
It is the only known photograph of him. The book’s reuse terms are not stated, so the .(R’ Asher Brecher) ”ר׳ אשר ברכר“
portrait is not copied here; it can be seen on the scanned page: https://archive.org/details/nybc314151/page/n182/mode/
1up CONFIRMED

Sefer Marmarosh (Tel Aviv: Bet Marmarosh, 1983), Sighet chapter p. 23, Yiddish Book Center collection on the Internet Archive (nybc314151, leaf n182)

The facing page, p. 22, in the memorial book’s own words: “קלויז של חסידי קאסוב. גבאי ראשי היה ר׳ אשר ברכר ובנו ר׳
The kloiz of the Kosov chassidim. Its head gabbai was R’ Asher Brecher, and“ — ”.יוסף היה מגיד שיעור בגמרא ותוספות
his son R’ Yosef gave the shiur in Gemara and Tosafot.” The page goes on: the printers, the Rosenthal brothers, prayed there,
and the Kosov Rebbe (author of Leket Ani) came to Sighet often. Scanned page: https://archive.org/details/nybc314151/
page/n181/mode/1up CONFIRMED

Sefer Marmarosh (Tel Aviv, 1983), Sighet chapter p. 22, Internet Archive nybc314151, leaf n181

Devora née Josef, wife of Simcha Eliezer: daughter of Shlomo Elazar Josef and Sima née Zoldan; her brothers were Hersh
Dovid and Elya (Eli) Josef, born in Salish (memorial records). CONFIRMED

Holocaust victims’ central names database, a memorial record, archive file 25052022_9244, pages 55–56

Izrael died at Munkács on 4 February 1924, aged two and a half; his parents are named as Miksa Brecher and Zali née
Grunberg, of Szatmár (Munkács death register) — raised from Likely. CONFIRMED

JewishGen “Subcarpathia and Vicinity Deaths”, State Archives of Zakarpattia, Fund 1606, Opus 15, Delo 121, entry 1924-44

Rosa died in Brooklyn on 7 July 1948 and was buried at Beth David Cemetery; her death certificate names her parents as
Meyer Brecher and Frieda Froner. CONFIRMED

New York City death certificate, Kings County, 1948, no. 14036 (NYC Municipal Archives)

Feige Rachel (b. Nagybánya, 5 Jul 1890) and Jakob (b. Nagybánya, 13 Apr 1893) were children of Meir Brecher of
Kapnikbánya and Freide née Frohner (Nagybánya birth register, Romanian National Archives, Baia Mare) — raised from
Possible. A Chajim Juda born there on 8 Dec 1887 to Majer and Freide Brecher is Likely their son; that he is the later Chaim
Yehuda (Miksa) stays Possible. CONFIRMED

JewishGen Máramaros Vital Records, Births (Romanian National Archives, Baia Mare branch), Nagybánya register book 39, entries 34-20, 50-17, 22-35

R’ Asher’s grandchildren, from every Brecher page of the memorial-record file: Nachum Ze’ev and Minda had at least two
children, among them Usher (Asher), born in Grosswardein in 1940; Tema and Chaim Tabak had four children, among
them Motti; Chaim Leib’s wife and their four children perished with him; Yosef (Yossel), his wife and their two children,
both born in Grosswardein, perished; Yitzchak and Frimet’s three children perished at Auschwitz with their parents; Simcha
Eliezer and Devora’s only child, a baby of about six months, perished in the ghetto. None of the children’s first names is
recorded; each now has a place on the tree. CONFIRMED

Holocaust victims’ central names database, a memorial record, archive file 25052022_9244, pages 11–38 and 46–47

R’ Asher’s family, from memorial records read page by page (every page names the parents “Usha” and “Pessel”; Pessel’s own
page gives her father as Yitzchok): Chaim Leib Brecher, born in Sighet in 1921, married, with children, died 1945 (a
memorial record, item 15040134); Leah, born in Sighet, unmarried, perished at Auschwitz; Simcha Eliezer (Lázár), born in
Sighet, perished with his wife Devora née Josef (daughter of Shlomo Elazar Josef and Sima née Zoldan) and their baby; Yosef,
living in Grosswardein (Oradea), perished with his wife and two children; Yitzchak and Frimet perished with at least three
children (Frimet: a memorial record, item 15040135); Tema (Temtcha) and her husband Chaim Tabak perished with their
children, among them son Motti; Freida, married, with children. CONFIRMED

Holocaust victims’ central names database, archive file 25052022_9244 (filled in 2020 by a family member), pages read one by one

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Meir Brecher & Freide Frohner

154



Nachum Ze’ev’s first wife, Minda, and their children perished at Auschwitz — among them Usher (Asher), born in
Grosswardein (Oradea) in 1940 and named for his grandfather R’ Asher (memorial records). CONFIRMED

Holocaust victims’ central names database, archive file 25052022_9244 (filled in 2020 by a family member), pages read one by one, pages 13 and 11

Correction: in 1946 Nachum Brecher was a board member of Agudath Israel in Oradea; the report names Gershon Ulmann
as chairman of the kibbutz committee there. CONFIRMED

Agudath Israel Romania report (1946) p. 25, HebrewBooks.org 37049

In 1946 David Brecher headed the list of the Sighet youth committee of Agudath Israel (the listing is certain; that he is David
b. 1923, R’ Asher’s surviving son, is Likely). LIKELY

Agudath Israel Romania report (1946) p. 36, HebrewBooks.org 37049

R’ Asher’s son David HaKohen Brecher placed two printed dedications naming his parents, “R’ Asher ben R’ Meir
HaKohen of Sighet and Pessel bat R’ Yitzchak”. His wife was Bracha Sima, daughter of Shraga Rafael ben Avraham David
and Rachel Schwartz. CONFIRMED

Likutei Chaver ben Chaim vol. 11 (reprint) p. 256, HebrewBooks.org no. 20787; Divrei Yoel II (New York 1982) p. 415, HebrewBooks.org no. 20339

The same memorial lists R’ Asher’s household who perished at Auschwitz: Pessel; Freida and her family, Yitzchak and his
family, Yosef and his family, Simcha Eliezer and his family, the young Chaim Yehuda and the unmarried Leah, and Tema
with her husband R’ Chaim — and Bracha Sima’s parents and their children Miriam, Tzvi, Yosef Mordechai, Leah and
Mindel. CONFIRMED

Likutei Chaver ben Chaim vol. 11 (reprint) p. 256, HebrewBooks.org no. 20787

Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher’s gravestone in Satu Mare (1940), with the priestly hands of a Kohen, reads “son of R’ Meir
HaKohen Brecher”, aged 52 — so he is now Likely Meir’s son (was Possible). A survivors’ index names his children Jenő
(Eugen), Zwi Hugo, Lázár Szimha László and Béla Adalbert, and his second wife’s maiden name, Kesztenbaum. LIKELY

szatmar.us Satu Mare Jewish database: Orthodox cemetery index (plot 16-01-01a) and survivors’ index

R’ Asher Brecher is listed as a tavern keeper and a shopkeeper (mixed goods) at Strâmtura in the 1924–25 national directory. 
LIKELY

Anuarul Socec al României Mari 1924–25, Maramureș county, Strâmtura

Pesel Kupferman’s mother was Chaya Rivka Lebovits (b. 1864), daughter of R’ Chaim Leib Lebovits of Strâmtura (d. 11
Mar 1891) and granddaughter of R’ Yosef Yaakov Lebovits (b. 1815), a chassid of the Kosov rebbe who moved to Safed in
1868. LIKELY

Shmuel Yosef HaKohen Brecher, Alei Zikaron no. 39 (2017), pp. 67–71

Nachum Ze’ev Brecher (Farkas, son of R’ Asher) sat on the Oradea board of Agudath Israel in 1946, with a printed portrait
— the first known photograph of him; in Bnei Brak about 1964 he was among the Kosov chassidim. LIKELY

Agudath Israel Romania report (Oradea 1946) p. 25, HebrewBooks.org no. 37049; Maayan HaChasidut vol. 1 p. 25, HebrewBooks.org no. 28214

Yosef Brecher of Sighet, son of R’ Asher, had his engagement greeting printed in Leket Sheshana, Satu Mare, 1939. LIKELY

Leket Sheshana (Satu Mare 1939) p. 34, HebrewBooks.org no. 12962

Markus Brecher’s wife Frida was born 16 May 1896 at Taraczköz (Teresva), daughter of Mózes Moskovics and Chaja née
Dikker; they married there on 27 Feb 1918. LIKELY

JewishGen Hungary Database, Máramaros marriages, Teresva 1907–1925, Fund 1606, Opus 11, Delo 478, p. 77

R’ Asher Brecher’s grave, Sighet: register entry 1971, “Asher Brecher, [parents] Meir and Frida, 5701, HaKohen”, grave 57,
row 2, block 2. CONFIRMED

Sighet burial register (rebuilt 1972), sighet.org PAGE11

Freide Brecher née Frohner’s grave, Sighet: register entry 1036, “Freida, [husband] Meir, Kohen, [father] Yosef, 5660”, grave
55, row 18, block 1. CONFIRMED

Sighet burial register, sighet.org PAGE34
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R’ Asher’s will tells his sons to say daily the words “of my uncle the Rav R’ Avraham David of Buczacz” (author of Daat
Kedoshim). That he makes the claim is Confirmed; the actual kinship is Possible (the rabbi died in 1840). The will (p. 3,
1933) also shows a daughter still unmarried in 1933. CONFIRMED

R’ Asher Brecher’s printed will (Sighet, 1930s) pp. 3, 15, HebrewBooks.org no. 34687

Pessel (Perl) Brecher, d. 11 May 1941, Satu Mare: her father was Eliezer (parcel/row/place 16-01-20, in the row of Chaim
Yehuda Brecher). CONFIRMED

Satu Mare Orthodox cemetery catalogue, szatmar.us

Two sons of Markus (Mátyás) Brecher and Frida née Moskovics appear in the 1945–46 lists: Emanuel (born at Brașov) and
Jenő, both of Marosvásárhely (Târgu Mureș), both survived the war. The lists give the mother as Frida and as née Moskovits;
no record names the father. (Not the same man as Jenő/Eugene Brecher, David’s son.) LIKELY

Holocaust memorial records, items 12759366, 7619416 and 7619518 (1945 list of Jews from Romania; card file of survivors returning to Hungary, 1945–46)

Meir Brecher’s death is not in the Kapnikbánya deaths 1907–20 either, so the Kapnik deaths are now read from 1895 to
1920. Nagybánya town deaths after 1906 are not online, so a death there (he was in Nagybánya in 1913) cannot be checked
this way. The Dobromil Unger rows in the Jewish records indexes add nothing beyond what the site already has. SEARCHED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș, Kapnikbánya deaths 1907–20 index (unit 13914907); JRI-Poland, Dobromil

Pesel’s brother József Jánkú (b. 4 Jun 1898) and sister Amália (b. 5 Aug 1900): their original civil birth acts at Szurdok name
their father Izsák Kupferman, merchant, born at Kolomea, Galicia, and their mother Hánna Lebovits, born at Szurdok —
the same parents as Pesel. A margin note on Amália’s act records her marriage to Pinkas Zelig Fruchter at Strâmtura on 14
May 1937 (act 23/1937). Both acts are in the gallery. CONFIRMED

Strâmtura civil births 1898 act 49 and 1900 act 75 (Romanian National Archives, Maramureș, MM-F-00743, units 00458 image 144 and 00459 image 39)

Pesel’s great-grandfather: R’ Shmuel Leib (Shmuel Aryeh) Bach, also written Bak and Junger, died at Bárdfalu (Berbești) on
22 Dec 1889, aged 78 (the death entry is Confirmed). He used both surnames, which explains why his daughter Pessel
Lebovits is “née Bach” in one source and “née Junger” in another. He was sandak at his great-grandson Volf Kupferman’s
bris at Szurdok in May 1889. His wife Szluve died a widow at Bárdfalu on 22 May 1894, aged 75 — possibly Pessel’s mother. 

LIKELY

JewishGen Hungary Database, Máramaros Vital Records (index of the original registers, Romanian National Archives, Baia Mare branch), Bárdfalu deaths 1889
Book 1107 p. 4 row 15, 1894 Book 1107 p. 10 row 2; Szurdok births 1889 Book 1101

Pessel’s sister Chaje Szure Junger (also Bak) married Marku Tabak at Bárdfalu on 24 Feb 1887 (her parents Smiel Leb and
Szluve); she died there in 1894. Marku Tabak was very likely the later father of Mihai Tabak, Tema Brecher’s husband (a note
on Mihai’s page). LIKELY

JewishGen Hungary Database, Máramaros Vital Records (index of the original registers, Romanian National Archives, Baia Mare branch), Bárdfalu marriages
1887, Book 1104 p. 2 row 2

Samuel Eilender’s naturalization file, Bronx County, petition no. 3671 (1915): Rosa (Brecher) Eilender born in Bukovina,
Austria; the children Elmer (Alex), 18 Apr 1907, and the twins Josef and Freida, 6 Apr 1909, born in Hungary; the family at
169 Brook Avenue; Samuel a rabbi, a citizen from 28 Dec 1915 (certificate no. 647339). CONFIRMED

Petition for Naturalization no. 3671 (vol. 15), Supreme Court, Bronx County, filed 8 Jun 1915, with certificate of arrival no. 814011 and declaration of intention no.
24099 (Bronx County Clerk – NY State Unified Court System naturalization records, viewed online 26 Oct 2026)

Searched, nothing found: the civil birth indexes of Kapnikbánya (Oct 1895–1909), Felsőbánya and Nagybánya (Oct 1895–
1920) and Máramarossziget (Oct 1895–1912) were read whole, and no child of Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner was
registered after civil registration began in October 1895. The only Brecher births there are ones already on the site. Any
missing child of theirs would have been born before 1895. No Brecher death or second marriage of Meir was found in the
same towns’ registers to about 1910–1920, so his death is still not found. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, fond MM-F-00743, unit name indexes read on descopera.arhivelenationale.ro (27 Oct 2026)
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Searched, nothing found (October 2026): no record yet names Meir’s parents, siblings or death. Checked: every Brecher row
in the JewishGen Hungarian births, marriages and deaths (204 rows), the Bukovina births, deaths and marriages (271 rows)
and the Romania vital records; the burial registry for Bukovina, Transylvania, Maramureș and Hungary; FamilySearch
(Brecher with Sereth/Siret, Osias Brecher, Majer Brecher with Baia Mare); all 510 Brecher entries in the GeneaSearch
Bukovina indexes (which include no Siret registers), all 1,475 Siret epitaphs, the Chernivtsi archive lists on Wikimedia
Commons (none covers Siret or Storozhynets births) and the Storozynetz gymnasium roster 1911–14. The Czernowitz
Meier Brecher whose sons were born 1878–1898 was a different man (his wife was Ruchel). His descent from Eisig stays
Likely; the Kohen Brechers of Sereth in Bistrița (see Reuven Mordechai’s card) are a Possible collateral branch only. 

CONFIRMED

JewishGen databases and burial registry, read 27 Oct 2026; FamilySearch historical records; GeneaSearch Czernowitz/Bukovina indexes; Siret epitaph documentation;
Chernivtsi archive (DAChO) fond 1 lists on Wikimedia Commons

Open leads
Not yet proven; kept here so the search can go on.

Pessel Lebovits’s mother was possibly Szluve Junger (d. Bárdfalu 1894, aged 75), the wife of her father R’ Shmuel Leib Bak/
Junger; no record names Pessel’s mother (Possible; JewishGen Máramaros deaths, Bárdfalu, Book 1107).

Hers and Szimon Lebovits of Szurdok each named a son Chajem Leb soon after R’ Chaim Leib died in 1891, so they were
possibly his brothers or other close kin (Possible; JewishGen Máramaros deaths Book 1107).

Zanvel Katz, merchant of Felsővisó (d. 30 May 1890, aged 45), Samuel Eilender’s sandak, was possibly Eigye Katz’s younger
brother (Possible; JewishGen Máramaros deaths Book 557, births Book 565).

Freide’s Frohner and Korber kin in Siret: Salomon Leib Frohner, a businessman of Sereth, and Chaje Sure née Gutmann had
a son Uscher (born in Sereth about 1878) and a daughter Hudie, married in Sereth in 1901; a Moses Hersch Korber and
Taube née Fischler, and a Mendel and Beile Korber, were also of Sereth. Freide’s parents were József Frohner and Reize née
Korber of Siret, so these are very probably relatives, but no record links them yet (Possible; JewishGen Bukovina births,
Putna 1903 and others).

Benjamin (Benő) Brecher, born about 1885, and Berta née Scharfstein had daughters Frida (5 May 1911) and Aranka (3
May 1912, died five days later) in Nagybánya, where Meir’s family lived. His parents are not given (Possible kin; JewishGen
Máramaros births, Nagybánya, Inventory 1480, Book 20).

The 18th-century host R’ Yitzchak (Itzik) of Strâmtura (b. 1763) may stand above the Lebovits line through his son-in-law
R’ Binyamin Abba (d. 1852) — the author’s own suggestion, disputed (Possible).

A pre-war photograph of “the Brecher family of Sighet” is held, not digitized, in the Brecher family collection of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum (accession 2008.379), donated in Brooklyn in 2006 by David and Bernice Brecher. The
record does not name the people in it; whether they are R’ Asher’s family is Possible (right surname and town).

Traditional kinship, unproven: R’ Asher’s “my uncle the Rav R’ Avraham David of Buczacz” is R’ Avraham David
Wahrman (1771–1840). His published biographies name his parents, R’ Asher Anshel son of R’ David Wahrman of
Nadwórna and Rachel daughter of R’ Avraham Rachlis, and his father-in-law, R’ Zvi Hirsh Kara, rav of Buczacz. If the
kinship runs through the Buczacz side of the family (Lea Bernstein’s parents, Benjamin Hersch Bernstein and Chaje
Frenkel), it would join the family to those 18th-century rabbis, but no record shows how they were related (Possible at most;
Encyclopaedia Judaica, “Wahrmann, Abraham David ben Asher Anschel”; R’ Asher’s will, p. 15).
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Traditional lineage, unproven (1600s): Y. Kamelhar’s Dor De’ah, reprinted in Sefer Buczacz (Tel Aviv, 1956), p. 74, opens its
life of R’ Avraham David Wahrman with “ויצא חוטר מגזע המהרש"א” (“a shoot came forth from the stock of the
Maharsha”). The Maharsha is R’ Shmuel Eliezer Eidels (1555–1631), rabbi of Lublin, Tykocin and Ostroh. The same page
names the rabbi’s parents as R’ Asher Anshel and Rechil of Nadwórna. This is the only 1600s name found above anyone
tied to this family, and it is not on the tree. Two links are missing: how R’ Asher Brecher’s family was related to the rabbi (his
will says only “my uncle”), and every generation between the Maharsha and the Wahrmans, which the book does not name
or say whether it runs through the father or the mother. Many families claim descent from the Maharsha. Possible at most
(Sefer Buczacz p. 74, English translation on JewishGen; daat.ac.il, “R’ Avraham David of Buczacz”).

Jenő Brecher, born at Nagybánya on 24 Aug 1917, son of Benjámin Brecher (already a Possible lead for this line): a list of
persecuted persons gives the same birth date and 18 Jul 1944, Mauthausen (date and place only). Possible.

Two infant children of a Feige Eilender, wool carder, of Felsővisó, Samuel Eilender’s home village: Rifke, died 21 Nov 1904
aged about two months (death act 162), and Elias, died 20 Oct 1908 aged 2 (death act 180); no father entered. Feige is the
only one of the name in the county index, and the name Elias recalls Samuel’s father Elia, so she is possibly Samuel’s sister
Feiga (b. 1870): records Confirmed, kinship Possible. Pages in the gallery.

Izrael (b. 23 Mar 1900, act 102) and Regina (b. 7 Mar 1901, act 73) Eilender, born at Nagybánya to Eszter Eilender, a cook;
both births reported by Mrs Jakab Klein née Borcsa Eilender. Izrael died in April 1900, a few weeks old (margin note on his
birth act, death register no. 101). Records Confirmed; kinship to Samuel Eilender Possible only. This Jakab Klein of
Nagybánya is not Esther’s father Jakab Hers Klein of Felsőbánya. On Izrael’s act Eszter’s birthplace is not Felsővisó (it reads
“Kolozser…”, most likely Kolozsvár), so she is not Samuel’s sister Eszter, born at Felsővisó in December 1867, though the
ages match; that sister’s death in 1868 stands. Page in the gallery.

Leib Zalman Frohner died at Czernowitz aged 76, living at 26 Strada Sf. Treimi (Czernowitz civil death records, vol. 4, no.
770, Romanian-era register, 1919–1940; the record itself is Confirmed in the index). He may be the “Leib Frohner” who
kept the Bierpalast hotel in Sereth, and his age would fit a brother of Freide Frohner — Possible only.

PENDING — Lea Brecher, born 21 December 1918 at Felsőbánya (Kereszt utca), birth act 93: father Mátyás Brecher, wood
merchant, 32; mother Frida Herskovics, 21. Re-read on the register page on 26 October 2026: the mother’s surname is
clearly Herskovics, and there is no margin note. The father fits Markus (Mátyás) Brecher, and the mother’s age fits his wife
Frida née Moskovics (born May 1896), but no second record ties Lea to them yet, so she stays Possible and off the tree (Baia
Sprie births 1907–1919, act 93, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621, image 310, Romanian National Archives, Maramureș).

Michael Korber of Mușenița, near Siret, on an 1807 list of Jewish peasants of Bukovina (Reifer 1938, p. 109, not yet seen): a
possible forebear of Reize Korber and the Siret Korbers (Possible).
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Pictures and records found since the book
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Gravestone of Chaim Yehuda HaKohen Brecher, son of Meir
HaKohen Brecher, Satu Mare, 1940 — priestly hands at the top; died
aged 52, 1 Adar I 5700. The stone naming his father is Confirmed;
that he is our Meir’s son is Likely. LIKELY

szatmar.us (Satu Mare Jewish cemetery database)

Memorial placed by David HaKohen Brecher and his wife Bracha
Sima for his parents R’ Asher and Pessel Brecher of Sighet, his
brothers and sisters, and her family. CONFIRMED

Likutei Chaver ben Chaim, vol. 11 (reprint), p. 256, via HebrewBooks.org (no.
20787)

Tombstone of R’ Chaim Yehuda (Chaim Leib) Lebovits, Strâmtura,
d. 1891 — grandfather of Pesel Brecher née Kupferman. LIKELY

Alei Zikaron no. 39 (2017), p. 67
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Nachum Ze’ev Brecher, board member of Agudath Israel, Oradea,
1946 — very probably Farkas (Nachum Ze’ev), son of R’ Asher; the
first known photograph of him. LIKELY

Agudath Israel Romania report (Oradea 1946), p. 25, via HebrewBooks.org (no.
37049)

Engagement greeting to the groom Yosef Brecher of Sighet, son of R’
Asher, 1939. LIKELY

Leket Sheshana (Satu Mare 1939), p. 34, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 12962)

R’ Nachum Brecher among the Kosov chassidim at the hilula in Bnei
Brak, c. 1964. LIKELY

Maayan HaChasidut, vol. 1, p. 25, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 28214)
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R' Asher Brecher's will, p. 15: 'these words from my uncle the Rav R'
Avraham David of Buczacz'. CONFIRMED

HebrewBooks.org

Usher (Asher) Brecher, born 1940 in Grosswardein (Oradea), son of
Nachum Ze’ev and Minda, named for his grandfather R’ Asher. 

CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15244117
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Minda Brecher of Grosswardein (Oradea), first wife of Nachum Ze’ev
(Farkas) Brecher. CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15264677

Draft registration card of Isidore Geldzahler, husband of Frieda
Geldzahler née Eilender, Brooklyn, 16 October 1940: born in
Antwerp on 13 May 1913, he was then in business for himself on
Fifth Avenue. CONFIRMED

New York City World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1940–1947 (NARA), via
FamilySearch, image 3:1:3Q9M-C341-678H-M
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The 1946 report of Agudath Israel in Romania (Arad), p. 25: the
board of Agudath Israel of Oradea, whose printed list names Nachum
Brecher, with the board members’ portraits below — very probably
Farkas (Nachum Ze’ev) Brecher of Grosswardein (Oradea). LIKELY

Agudath Israel Romania report (Arad 1946), p. 25, via HebrewBooks.org (no.
37049)

Postcard “Kapnikbánya — Főtér”: the main square of Kapnikbánya
(Cavnic) with the church, early 1900s — the birthplace of Rosa
Brecher’s children Alex, Joseph and Frida Eilender. CONFIRMED

Hungarian Museum of Trade and Tourism (MKVM), postcard collection, via
Hungaricana (gallery.hungaricana.hu/hu/VendeglatoKepeslap/1482193/)

Postcard “Üdvözlet Kapnikbányáról!”, early 1900s: three views of
Kapnikbánya — the mining office and director’s house, the main
square, and the Rótai mining settlement (published by the widow of
Albert Haraga, Kapnikbánya). CONFIRMED

National Széchényi Library (OSZK), postcard collection, via Hungaricana
(gallery.hungaricana.hu/hu/OSZKKepeslap/1416426/)
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The synagogue on Eötvös utca, Szatmárnémeti (Satu Mare), 1914 (the
building has since been demolished) — the town where Chaim
Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher died in 1940 and Pessel Brecher in 1941. 

CONFIRMED

Fortepan / Magyar Földrajzi Múzeum / Erdélyi Mór cége, Fortepan no. 86588
(CC BY-SA 3.0)

The Great Synagogue of Satu Mare (Szatmárnémeti), as it stood in
2010 — the town where Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher died in 1940
and Pessel Brecher in 1941. CONFIRMED

Photograph by Andrei Stroe, 2010, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons
(File:RO_SM_Satu_Mare_synagogue.jpg)
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The synagogue of Sighet (Máramarossziget), as it stood in 2007 — the
Sighet of Meir Brecher HaKohen and Freide Frohner’s family. 

CONFIRMED

Photograph by Vberger, 2007, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
(File:Sighet_synagogue.JPG)

Felsővisó (Vișeu de Sus), the synagogue: postcard “Üdvözlet
Felsővisóról”, 1910–1918. Samuel Eilender’s birthplace.
Wikimedia Commons, “Felsővisó (Vișeu de Sus). Synagogue”, public domain
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Felsővisó death act 162, 21 November 1904: Rifke Eilender, about
two months old, child of Feige Eilender, wool carder (kinship to
Samuel Eilender’s family Possible). POSSIBLE

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers (Vișeu de Sus /
Baia Mare)

Felsővisó death act 180, 20 October 1908: Elias Eilender, aged 2, child
of Feige Eilender (kinship to Samuel Eilender’s family Possible). 

POSSIBLE

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers (Vișeu de Sus /
Baia Mare)

Nagybánya birth act 102, 23 March 1900: Izrael Eilender, son of
Eszter Eilender, cook, 32; reported by Mrs Jakab Klein née Borcsa
Eilender (kinship to Samuel Eilender Possible). POSSIBLE

Arhivele Naționale ale României, SJAN Maramureș, civil registers (Vișeu de Sus /
Baia Mare)

Gravestone of Pessel (Perl) Brecher, daughter of Eliezer, second wife
of Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) HaKohen Brecher, who died on 11 May
1941 (14 Iyar 5701). Orthodox Jewish cemetery, Satu Mare, plot 16,
row 1, grave 20, in the same row as her husband. CONFIRMED

szatmar.us (Satu Mare Jewish cemetery database), Orthodox cemetery register, row
'Brecher Perl', plot 16-01-20 — https://szatmar.us/db/images/tomb/BrecherPerl.jpg
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The synagogue of Nagybánya (Baia Mare), photographed in 2011.
Meir Brecher HaKohen was living in Nagybánya by 1887 and again in
1913, and his children Feige Rachel (1890) and Jakob (1893) were
born there.
Danielaiulia, 'Sinagoga din Baia Mare', 27 Sep 2011, via Wikimedia Commons
— https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sinagoga_din_Baia_Mare.jpg (CC
BY-SA 3.0 ro)

Strâmtura (Hungarian Szurdok) in the Iza valley, Maramureș, in 2017.
R' Asher HaKohen Brecher married there in 1902, his son Farkas
(Nachum Ze'ev) was born there in 1914, and Pesel Brecher's
grandfather R' Chaim Leib Lebovits died there in 1891.
Mihai Lucîț, 'Stramtura Village', 21 May 2017, via Wikimedia Commons —
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stramtura_Village.jpg (CC BY 2.0)

A Jewish cemetery of Satu Mare (Szatmárnémeti), photographed in
June 2025. Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher (d. 1940) and his wife
Pessel (d. 1941) are buried in the city's Orthodox Jewish cemetery.
Julian Nyča, 'Satu Mare – Jewish cemetery 01', 15 Jun 2025, via Wikimedia
Commons — https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Satu_Mare_%E2%80%93_Jewish_cemetery_01.jpg (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Samuel Eilender’s declaration of intention to become an American
citizen, New York County, 9 December 1910: aged 33, an operator;
white, fair complexion, 5 ft 4 in, 130 lb, brown hair, grey eyes; born at
Felső Visó, Hungary, 26 January 1877; came from Hamburg on the
Cleveland, last foreign residence Kapnik, Hungary; arrived at New
York 26 July 1909. Signed “Samuel Eilender”. CONFIRMED

New York County Supreme Court, Declarations of Intention, 1910, vol. 53, no.
24099 (New York County Clerk; image via FamilySearch, “New York, County
Naturalization Records, 1791–1980”, record 1:1:QPTX-HSHM, image
3:1:3QS7-89M8-GV9W)

Civil marriage of R’ Asher (“Brecher User”) and Pesel (“Kupfermann
Pepi”), Szurdok (Strâmtura), 8 July 1902, act 29: the groom a self-
employed innkeeper of Kapnikbánya, born at Sereth, Bukovina, 1877,
son of Májer Brecher, innkeeper of Kapnikbánya, and the late Fáni
Frohner; the bride of Szurdok, born there 10 December 1882 (1881 in
her birth register), daughter of the late Izsák Kupfermann, merchant,
and Háni Lebovics. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Service, civil registers,
Strâmtura marriages 1902, act 29 (unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00463, image 245) —
public civil register
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Civil birth act of Szlova Kupferman, Szurdok (Strâmtura), 6 May
1896, act 47: father Izsák Kupferman, grocer-merchant of Szurdok,
born at Kolomea, Galicia, aged 35; mother Háni Lebovits,
housekeeper, born at Szurdok, aged 32 — Pesel Brecher’s parents. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Service, civil registers,
Strâmtura births 1896, act 47 (unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00458, image 35) — public
civil register

Birth of József Jankú Kupferman, Szurdok (Strâmtura), 4 June 1898
— civil birth act no. 49. Father Izsák Kupferman, merchant, born in
Kolomea, Galicia; mother Hánna Lebovits, born in Szurdok. A
brother of Pesel Brecher née Kupferman. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers of
Strâmtura, births 1898 (fond MM-F-00743, unit 00458, image 144), via
descopera.arhivelenationale.ro — CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
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Birth of Amália Kupferman, Szurdok (Strâmtura), 5 August 1900 —
civil birth act no. 75, a sister of Pesel Brecher née Kupferman. The
note in the margin, added in 1937, records her marriage to Pinkas
Zelig Fruchter at Strâmtura on 14 May 1937. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers of
Strâmtura, births 1900 (fond MM-F-00743, unit 00459, image 39), via
descopera.arhivelenationale.ro — CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

Samuel Eilender’s First World War draft registration card, the Bronx,
12 September 1918: born 28 December 1878, a naturalized citizen,
agent for the New York Life Insurance Co., living at 1034 Tiffany
Street with his wife Rose. CONFIRMED

United States, World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917–1918 (NARA
M1509), via FamilySearch, record 1:1:W74X-FMW2. Public domain.
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Samuel Eilender’s Petition for Naturalization no. 3671, Supreme
Court Bronx County, filed 8 June 1915 (page 1): 169 Brook Avenue,
the Bronx; a rabbi; born 26 January 1877 at Máramarossziget; came
from Hamburg on the Cleveland, arriving at New York 26 July 1909;
his wife Rosa (Brecher) Eilender, born in Bukovina, Austria; their
children Elmer (Alex), 18 April 1907, and the twins Josef and Freida,
6 April 1909, all born in Hungary; witnesses Samuel Krotenberg and
Louis Dukat. CONFIRMED

Bronx County Clerk – NY State Unified Court System naturalization records
(viewed online 26 Oct 2026), Supreme Court, Bronx County, petition no. 3671

Samuel Eilender’s Petition for Naturalization no. 3671, Supreme
Court Bronx County, filed 8 June 1915 (page 2): his oath of allegiance
and the order of 28 December 1915 admitting him a citizen of the
United States, certificate no. 647339. CONFIRMED

Bronx County Clerk – NY State Unified Court System naturalization records
(viewed online 26 Oct 2026), Supreme Court, Bronx County, petition no. 3671

Certificate of Arrival filed with Samuel Eilender’s 1915 petition (no.
814011): he arrived at the port of New York (Ellis Island) on 26 July
1909 on the Cleveland. CONFIRMED

Bronx County Clerk – NY State Unified Court System naturalization records
(viewed online 26 Oct 2026), Supreme Court, Bronx County, petition no. 3671
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Samuel Eilender’s declaration of intention no. 24099, the copy filed
with his 1915 Bronx petition: an operator, born at Felső Visó,
Hungary, 26 January 1877; last residence Kapnik Bánya; typed as
sworn on the twenty-ninth day of December 1910 (the New York
County copy reads 9 Dec 1910). CONFIRMED

Bronx County Clerk – NY State Unified Court System naturalization records
(viewed online 26 Oct 2026), Supreme Court, Bronx County, petition no. 3671

Marriage of Frojim Sámuel Kupferman, brother of Pesel Brecher, and
Feiga Basch, Szurdok (Strâmtura), 1919, civil act 61. His parents are
written as the late Izsák Kupferman and Chaja Rifka Lebovics; the
first witness is Usher (Asher) Brecher of Szurdok. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers of
Strâmtura, marriages 1907–1920 (fond MM-F-00743, unit 653, part 107, image
14), via descopera.arhivelenationale.ro — CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

People of this chapter
Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen (c. 1851–) · Freide (Fani) Brecher née Frohner (c. 1856–1900) · Asher (Uszer) HaKohen Brecher (c.
1876–1940) · Pesel (Pepi) Brecher née Kupferman (1881–1944) · Rosa (Róza) Eilender née Brecher (c. 1878–1948) · Samuel
(Shmuel Zanvel) Eilender (1877–1937) · Joseph H. Eilender (1909–1982) · Markus (Mátyás) Brecher (1886–) · Chaim Yehuda
(Miksa) Brecher (1887–1940) · Feige Rachel Brecher (1890–) · Jakob Brecher (1893–) · József Frohner · Reize Frohner née Korber · 
Alex (Elemér) Eilender (1907–) · Anne (Chana) Eilender née Kwiat (c. 1911–1944) · Pauline (Pnina Perl) Eilender née Kirschen‐
baum (1912–2005) · Frida (Frieda) Geldzahler née Eilender (1909–2005) · Isidor Geldzahler (1913–1985) · Frida Brecher née
Moskovics (1896–) · Hugo Chaim Brecher (1921–2004) · Freida Brecher (1904–1944) · Moses (Moshe) Wasserstrom · Tema
(Temtcha) Brecher (1906–1944) · Mihai (Mihály, Chaim) Tabak (1907–1944) · Izsák (Yitzchak) Brecher (1909–1944) · Frimet
(Frantiska) Brecher née Kreindler (1910–1944) · József (Yosef) Brecher (1912–1944) · Farkas (Nachum Ze’ev) HaKohen Brecher
(1914–1983) · Lázár (Eliezer) Brecher (1916–1944) · Devora Brecher née Josef (?–1944) · Chaim Leib Brecher (1921–1945) · Leah
Brecher (?–1944) · Elia (Eliyahu) Eilender · Eigye (Agnes) Eilender née Katz (c. 1840–1877) · Eszter (Feiga) Eilender (1867–1868) · 
Feiga Eilender (1870–) · Devora Eilender (1873–1876) · Zali (Szali) Brecher née Grunberg (c. 1890–1921) · Markus Grunberg · 
Chaja Grunberg née Katz · Izrael Brecher (c. 1921–1924) · Pessel Brecher (?–1941) · Mózes Moskovics · Chaja Moskovics née Dikker
· Izsák (Yitzchak) Kupferman (c. 1860–) · Chaya Rivka (Háni) Kupferman née Lebovits (c. 1863–) · R’ Chaim Leib (Chaim Yehuda)
Lebovits (c. 1842–1891) · Pessel Lebovits née Bach (?–1877) · R’ Yosef Yaakov Lebovits (1815–c. 1886) · Minda Brecher (?–1944) · 
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Usher (Asher) Brecher (1940–1944) · Motti Tabak (?–1944) · Child of Nachum Ze’ev and Minda Brecher (name not recorded) (?–
1944) · Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 1) (?–1944) · Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 2)
(?–1944) · Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 3) (?–1944) · Wife of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded) · 
Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 1) · Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 2) · Child of Chaim Leib
Brecher (name not recorded, 3) · Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 4) · Child of Yosef (Yossel) Brecher (name not
recorded, 1) · Child of Yosef (Yossel) Brecher (name not recorded, 2) · Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not recorded, 1)
(?–1944) · Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not recorded, 2) (?–1944) · Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not
recorded, 3) (?–1944) · Baby of Simcha Eliezer and Devora Brecher (name not recorded) · Szlova Kupferman (1896–) · Perel Kupfer‐
man (1887–) · Chajem Leb Kupferman (1891–) · Frajem Samuel Kupferman (1894–) · József Jánkú Kupferman (1898–) · Amália
Kupferman (1900–) · Iczik Lebovits (1873–) · Salamon (Slojm) Lebovits (1875–) · Szura Lebovits (1881–) · Roza (Reize) Lebovits
(1883–) · Joszef Jakob Lebovits (1887–) · Neche Lebovits (1889–) · Alter Eilender (c. 1861–1867) · Devojra (Devora) Eilender (c.
1863–1867) · Reize Eilender (1874–) · R’ Shmuel Aryeh (Shmuel Leib) Bach, also written Bak and Junger (c. 1811–1889) · Szluve
(Slova) Junger (c. 1819–1894) · Chaje Szure Tabak née Junger (also Bak) (c. 1857–1894) · Feiga Basch
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C H A P T E R  F O U R

The Older Brechers in Bukovina
Eisig Brecher of Rădăuți and the Kohanim of Siret

Siret · Rădăuți · Volovăț · Gura Humorului · Banila · Stryj



T

The Older Brechers in Bukovina
Eisig Brecher of Rădăuți and the Kohanim of Siret

he Brechers were kohanim, and the records point back from the Maramureș mining towns to Bukovina:
David and Asher were born in Siret (Sereth), Freide Frohner’s father owned a house there, and Abraham
Brecher’s children were born in Rădăuți (Radautz). The civil registers of Siret and Rădăuți for those years

are not available, but gravestones in both towns, an indexed Rădăuți birth entry and two printed books carry the
line back four generations beyond Meir.

The generation above Eisig
Eisig Brecher of Rădăuți, very probably Meir’s father, is named on his own stone as the son of Reuven Mordechai
HaKohen,  and  the  1869  birth  entry  of  his  son  calls  Eisig’s  parents  Ruben  Mordko  Brecher  and  Rifka  née
Salzberger of Siret. Because the register entry and his own stone agree, Eisig’s parentage is counted as Confirmed.
In the Siret cemetery stands the stone of Reuven Mordechai, son of the late Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen, “son-in-law
of the rabbi of this town”, who died on 28 Elul 5628 (15 September 1868); the stone also names the day as a
Sabbath, which fits 28 Elul 5627 (28 September 1867), and both dates are shown. The surname is joined to him
in print: the epitaph that his grandson, the author R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila, composed
for his own father spells out in its verses “Zvi son of Reuven Mordechai Kohen Brecher”. LIKELY

Reuven Mordechai’s wife Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger very probably died on 20 Elul 5650 (5 September 1890):
a Siret stone (BC-17) of an aged “Rivka called Ruvtse, daughter of HaRav R’ Yaakov Zeev” is very probably hers
(it gives no surname or husband). He was R’ Yaakov Zeev son of Aryeh, of Stryj, Av Beit Din of Sereth, who was
born about 1764 and died on 15 Iyar 5604 (4 May 1844), “aged eighty”; his wife, the rebbetzin Leah daughter of
Yehuda, died three weeks later, on 26 May 1844. Reuven Mordechai and Rivka’s son Yaakov Zeev (d. 1886) is
called on his stone a “grandson of the rabbi of this town”, and the Banila author wrote in his introduction to the
rabbi’s teachings, Chedvat Yaakov, that he descended from the rabbi through both his father and his mother.
Another son, Avraham Yehuda, died in 1894. LIKELY

Reuven Mordechai’s father, R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret, is named on his son’s stone (Confirmed as his
father). His own stone has not been found; he probably died before about 1832, when his grandson Eisig was
born and given his name. Three more of his children very probably lie in the Siret cemetery: Zvi Hirsh HaKohen,
praised on his stone as a learned man and carved with the priestly hands, who died on 5 Iyar 5601 (26 April 1841),
Chaya Feige, who died on 7 Kislev 5603 (10 November 1842), and Zlate (Zlata), “daughter of Yitzchak Aizik
Katz”, who died on 17 Kislev 5595 (19 December 1834). LIKELY
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Gravestone of Zlata, daughter of Yitzchak Aizik Katz (a Kohen), who died on 17 Kislev 5595 (19 December 1834), Siret Jewish cemetery. 
LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret cemetery documentation, stone BC-34

Reuven Mordechai’s son Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, very probably Eisig’s younger brother, was born about
1841  and  died  in  Jerusalem  on  25  Tishrei  5669  (20  October  1908),  aged  sixty-seven;  his  wife  was  Chana
Ruchama. Their son, R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila, is the author whose books appear at the
end of this chapter. CONFIRMED

The title page of Chedvat Yaakov, printed in Marghita in 1938, describes R’ Yaakov Zeev, the rabbi of Sereth, as a
foremost  disciple  of  R’  Zvi  Hirsh of  Nadwórna,  R’  Yechiel  Michel,  the  Maggid of  Złoczów, and R’  Yaakov
Yitzchak, the Seer of Lublin.

The list of teachers on the title page and in the opening pages (p. 5) is family tradition, printed by his descendants
when the book appeared in 1938. For one of them the Rav’s own words survive: on p. 27 of Chedvat Yaakov he
cites “my teacher”, the Maggid R’ Yechiel Michel of Złoczów (Confirmed). The Maggid of Nadwórna and the
Seer of Lublin rest on the printed family tradition alone.

A year before the book came out, an advertisement in the Czernowitz Yiddish paper Dos Yudishe Vort (8 Octo‐
ber 1937) offered Chedvat Yaakov “by the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev of blessed memory, Av Beit Din of Sereth”, bound
together with novellae on the Talmud “by the author’s grandson, the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev HaKohen” — the
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Banila  rabbi  Yaakov Zeev Wolf  Brecher HaKohen.  It  is  a  second printed witness,  independent of  the book’s
introduction, that the Brecher kohanim descend from the rabbi of Sereth (Confirmed).

Advertisement in Dos Yudishe Vort, Czernowitz, 8 October 1937:
Chedvat Yaakov, novellae on Genesis by the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev, Av
Beit Din of Sereth, sold together with novellae on the Talmud by “the
author’s grandson, the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev HaKohen”; printed by
Moskovits Hermann, Marghita. CONFIRMED

Dos Yudishe Vort (Czernowitz), 8 Oct 1937, p. 4; National Library of Israel,
Historical Jewish Press

Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita, 1938), p. 27: the Rav of Sereth refers to
the Maggid R’ Michel of Złoczów as “my teacher”. CONFIRMED

Chedvat Yaakov, Marghita 1938, p. 27

Four generations in Siret and Rădăuți
R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret; d. before 1868, probably before c. 1832 LIKELY

Zvi Hirsh HaKohen, d. 26 Apr 1841 · Chaya Feige, d. 10 Nov 1842 LIKELY

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher HaKohen, d. 28 Elul 5628 (15 Sep 1868) / 28 Sep 1867, Siret = Rivka
(Ruvtse) née Salzberger, d. 20 Elul 5650 (5 Sep 1890), daughter of R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj, Av Beit Din of
Sereth (d. 4 May 1844), and Leah bat Yehuda (d. 26 May 1844) LIKELY

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik) Brecher HaKohen, b. Siret, c. 1832; mill tenant at Volovăț 1869; d. 19 Jan 1911, Rădăuți, aged
79 = Lea née Bernstein (bat Binyamin Tzvi), b. Czernowitz, c. 1831; daughter of Benjamin Hersch Bernstein and Chaje
née Frenkel of Buczacz; d. 16 Jan 1916 LIKELY

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen of Kapnikbánya, b. c. 1851–52 = Freide Frohner LIKELY

Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher, b. 1 Mar 1869, Volovăț, near Rădăuți LIKELY

Abraham Brecher, b. 1864, Rădăuți; of New York = Miriam (Mirjam) Langsner LIKELY

Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, c. 1841 – 20 Oct 1908, Jerusalem = Chana Ruchama CONFIRMED

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila, b. 1866, d. 1941, Banila; author CONFIRMED

Reuven Mordechai, d. 15 Sep 1917 · Mordechai · a daughter, wife of Aharon CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev HaKohen, d. 1886 · Avraham Yehuda HaKohen, d. 1894 LIKELY

Further kin of the rabbi of Sereth on the Siret stones

Ester Michla Daughter of the rabbi R’ Yaakov Zeev; probably Rivka’s sister (Likely); d. 2 Elul 5630 (29
Aug 1870), Siret; her stone praises her care for the poor and the sick; stone K-52 

CONFIRMED

Yute bat Baruch “Granddaughter of the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev of Sereth”; d. 26 Tevet 5674 (24 Jan 1914),
Siret; her father Baruch was a son or a son-in-law of the rabbi (Possible); stone K-51 

LIKELY
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Source Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation (2022),
stones K-51 and K-52

Two more stones in Siret belong to the rabbi’s family: his daughter Ester Michla, probably Rivka’s sister, and
Yute, daughter of Baruch, called on her stone his granddaughter.

Zvi Hirsh’s sons, and the Brechers of Safed
Two more stones in the same group as Zvi Hirsh, son of Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen (d. 26 April 1841), carry his
line one step further. Beside his grave lies Reuven, son of the late R’ Zvi HaKohen, an adult who died on 17
January 1845 — very probably Zvi Hirsh’s son (Likely). Close by is the stone of the young man Aizik, son of
Avraham HaKohen, grandson of R’ Zvi HaKohen,  who died on 15 Tevet 5602 (28 December 1841). He
carried the name of his great-grandfather Yitzchak Aizik, and his stone gives Zvi Hirsh a son named Avraham
(Likely).

That Avraham is very probably R’ Avraham Brecher of Safed. The 1875 Montefiore census of Safed lists “R’
Avraham Brecher”, born in Sereth, aged 75, who had come to the Holy Land in 1868, with his wife Gela; a
printed family history of the Safed Brechers calls him R’ Avraham son of R’ Zvi Brecher of Sereth and gives his
death in Safed in 1880. Born about 1800, he was old enough to have had a grown son in Siret in 1841. The Safed
family were kohanim from Sereth and Rădăuți, the same two towns as our own line. No single record yet joins the
Safed Avraham to the Siret one, so he is shown here as very likely Zvi Hirsh’s son (Likely), and his Safed des‐
cendants are kept apart from the main tree. In particular, the Zvi Hirsch Brecher of Safed who was still living in
1912–14 is a different man from our Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, who died in Jerusalem in 1908.

Zvi Hirsh’s line on the Siret stones and in Safed · Likely

Zvi Hirsh HaKohen Son of R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen; d. 5 Iyar 5601 (26 Apr 1841), Siret

Reuven HaKohen “Son of the late R’ Zvi HaKohen”; d. 17 Jan 1845, Siret; buried beside Zvi Hirsh

Avraham HaKohen Son of Zvi; b. Sereth c. 1800; very probably R’ Avraham Brecher, to Safed 1868, in the
1875 census there, d. Safed 1880; wife Gela

Aizik HaKohen Son of Avraham, “grandson of R’ Zvi HaKohen”; d. young, 15 Tevet 5602 (28 Dec 1841),
Siret

Sources Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery survey; Montefiore
Endowment, 1875 census of Safed (Kolel Austria, household 6877, line 8)
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Gravestone of Reuven, son of the late R’ Zvi HaKohen, died 17
January 1845, Siret; it stands beside the stone of Zvi Hirsh, son of
Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen. LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery survey

Gravestone of the young man Aizik, son of Avraham HaKohen,
grandson of R’ Zvi HaKohen, died 15 Tevet 5602 (28 December
1841), Siret. LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery survey, grave
I-29-1

The 1875 Montefiore census of Safed: “R’ Avraham Brecher”, born in
Sereth, aged 75, came in 1868, with his wife Gela. LIKELY

Montefiore Endowment, Montefiore Censuses, 1875, Safed, Kolel Austria,
household 6877, line 8
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Gravestone of Reuven Mordechai, son of the late Yitzchak Aizik
HaKohen, son-in-law of the rabbi of Siret, who died on 28 Elul 5628
(15 September 1868); the stone also names the day as a Sabbath,
which fits 28 Elul 5627 (28 September 1867). Siret Jewish cemetery. 

LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation
(2022), stone G-35

Gravestone of Rivka (Ruvtse), daughter of the rabbi R’ Yaakov Zeev,
an aged woman, who died on 20 Elul 5650 (5 September 1890). Siret. 

LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation
(2022), stone BC-17
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Gravestone of Ester Michla, daughter of Rabbi Yaakov Zeev, Rabbi of
Siret, and probably Rivka’s sister, who died on 2 Elul 5630 (29
August 1870); the inscription praises her care for the poor and the
sick. The stone is badly weathered; the reading is that of the cemetery
survey. CONFIRMED

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation
(2022), stone K-52

Gravestone of Zvi Hirsh, son of Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen, died 5 Iyar
5601 (26 April 1841), Siret. The carving shows the priestly hands. 

LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation
(2022), stone I-28
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Gravestone of Chaya Feige, daughter of Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen,
died 7 Kislev 5603 (10 November 1842), Siret. LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation
(2022), stone BC-5

Gravestone of Yaakov Zeev, son of Reuven Mordechai HaKohen,
“grandson of the rabbi of this town”, died 6 Nisan 5646 (11 April
1886), Siret. LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation
(2022), stone N-27
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Gravestone of Avraham Yehuda, son of Reuven Mordechai HaKohen,
died 22 Av 5654 (24 August 1894), Siret. LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation
(2022), stone A-12

The rabbi R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj, Av Beit Din of Sereth,
died 15 Iyar 5604 (4 May 1844). Siret, stone I-33. LIKELY

Siret Jewish cemetery survey (Jewish Galicia and Bukovina); family collection
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Rebbetzin Leah, daughter of Yehuda, wife of the rabbi of the town,
died on the second day of Shavuot 5604 (26 May 1844). Siret, stone
K-48. LIKELY

Siret Jewish cemetery survey (Jewish Galicia and Bukovina); family collection

Epitaph composed by Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher for his father,
printed in his book Sefer HaAdam. The first letters of the verses spell
“Zvi son of Reuven Mordechai Kohen Brecher”; the note below
records his death in Jerusalem on 25 Tishrei 5669 (20 October 1908),
aged sixty-seven. CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Sefer HaAdam, p. 59 (HebrewBooks.org no. 26795)

Title page of Chedvat Yaakov, the Torah thoughts of Rabbi Yaakov
Zeev, Rabbi of Siret (Sereth), described as a foremost disciple of Rabbi
Zvi Hirsh of Nadwórna, Rabbi Yechiel Michel of Złoczów and Rabbi
Yaakov Yitzchak of Lublin; published together with Kav HaChen
HaMeruach by his descendant Yaakov Zeev HaKohen Brecher of
Banila. Marghita, 1938. CONFIRMED

Chedvat Yaakov / Kav HaChen HaMeruach (Marghita: Moskovits Herman,
5698 [1938]), title page — HebrewBooks.org no. 32333; year from Be’er BaSadeh
(Dirshu), Chayei Sarah 5782, p. 8

From the introduction to Chedvat Yaakov, the sermons of Rabbi
Yaakov Zeev son of Aryeh, Rabbi of Siret (died 1844), published by
his great-grandson Yaakov Zeev son of Zvi Brecher, who describes
himself as “the son of the son of his daughter” and names his father
Zvi and his mother Chana Ruchama. LIKELY

Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita), introduction, p. 6 (HebrewBooks.org no. 32333)
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Eisig and Lea in Rădăuți
In the Jewish cemetery of Rădăuți stands the stone of Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik) Brecher HaKohen, son of Reuven
Mordechai, who died on 19 January 1911 aged 79, and near it the stone of Lea Brecher, daughter of Binyamin
Tzvi, wife of Eisig, who died on 16 January 1916 aged 85. Eisig is very probably Meir’s father; no single record yet
names them together.

The civil registers of Rădăuți, indexed name by name, add the outline of Eisig’s family. A son, Riwen Mordche
(Reuven Mordechai), was born on 1 March 1869 at Volovăț, beside Rădăuți, to Eisig Brecher and Lea Bernstein
— six months after Reuven Mordechai HaKohen died in Siret, and bearing his name. The entry names both sets
of  grandparents  (below);  Eisig,  born in  Siret,  was  then a  mill  tenant  at  Volovăț,  and Lea  had been born in
Czernowitz.  Eisig  Leib  Brecher  and  Lea  Bernstein  re-registered  their  marriage  before  the  civil  authorities  of
Rădăuți on 15 March 1890. The same registers record both deaths, on the dates their stones give. Another son,
Abraham, was born in Rădăuți in 1864; he married Mirjam Langsner of Mihăileni, and their children Regina (25
December 1891), Chaje (6 April 1893) and Mordke (11 June 1897) were born in Rădăuți, at house no. 1052. He
is very probably the Abraham Brecher, husband of Miriam Langsner, who settled in New York (see the chapter on
Markus and Abraham Brecher). LIKELY

The stone of Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik) Brecher HaKohen, son of Reuven
Mordechai, who died 19 January 1911 aged 79. Rădăuți Jewish
cemetery, plot 23, row 7. LIKELY

JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR), Rădăuți

The stone of Lea Brecher, daughter of Binyamin Tzvi, wife of Eisig,
who died 16 January 1916 aged 85. Rădăuți, plot 23, row 9. LIKELY

JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR), Rădăuți

The 1869 birth entry at Volovăț · Likely
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Child Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher, born 1 March 1869, Volovăț

Father Eisig (Eisig Leib) Brecher, born in Siret; mill tenant

Father’s parents Ruben Mordko Brecher and Rifka née Salzberger, of Siret

Mother Lea née Bernstein, born in Czernowitz

Mother’s parents Benjamin Hersch Bernstein and Chaje née Frenkel, of Buczacz

Note Birth legitimized by the parents’ civil marriage, Rădăuți, 15 March 1890

Source Bukovina births index (JewishGen Romania Database), from the Rădăuți Jewish civil
registers, births vol. 1, p. 38

Lea’s own parents were Binyamin Tzvi (Benjamin Hersch) Bernstein and Chaje née Frenkel, recorded as liv‐
ing in Buczacz, in Galicia, when their grandson was registered in 1869. Lea’s stone in Rădăuți names her father as
Binyamin Tzvi, which agrees with the register (Likely). Lea’s son Abraham named his first son Hersch (Binyamin
Tzvi), born in October 1888, and a daughter Chaje, born in April 1893; as children were named only for relatives
who had died, Binyamin Tzvi had very probably died before October 1888 and Chaje before April 1893 (Likely).
Their graves and parents are not known; no death record of the right age has been found for either of them in
Czernowitz or Rădăuți.

Riwen Mordche Brecher of Gura Humorului
Eisig and Lea’s son Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai), born at Volovăț in 1869, settled in the Humor valley.
On 17 March 1895 at Gura Humorului he married Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty) Knobler, aged 24, born in Buczacz
in Galicia, the daughter of Israel Feiwisch (Srul) Knobler, a merchant of Gura Humorului, and Sure Judith (Sara
Judit) née Frenkel. Riwen kept a tavern and by 1900 is described as an appointed official. Their children were
registered at Mănăstirea Humorului and Gura Humorului.

Riwen Mordche Brecher and Chana Itte Knobler · Confirmed

Husband Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher, b. 1 Mar 1869, Volovăț; son of Eisig (Isak)
Brecher and Lea née Bernstein; d. 1942

Wife Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty, Jutte) née Knobler, b. c. 1871 (1873 in the memorial book),
Buczacz; d. 1941

Marriage 17 Mar 1895, Gura Humorului

Wife’s parents Israel Feiwisch (Srul) Knobler, b. c. 1841, Buczacz, son of Moses and Chaje Knobler; and
Sure Judith née Frenkel, b. c. 1845, Buczacz (her parents Leibisch and Lea Frenkel of
Buczacz LIKELY )

Children Rivka, b. c. Oct 1892, d. 9 Apr 1900, Gura Humorului · Jakob Leib, b. 15 Sep 1895 ·
Moische, b. c. Jul 1896, d. 27 Oct 1896 (Likely) · Rebeka, b. 26 Sep 1899 · Clara, b. 23
Dec 1900 — all at Mănăstirea Humorului or Gura Humorului

Later years The memorial book of Gura Humorului lists “Reuven Mordechai Brecher son of Isak,
1870–1942” and “Hava-Jetty née Knobler, daughter of Israel, 1873–1941”
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Sources Bukovina civil registers of Gura Humorului, births, marriages and deaths, indexed in the
JewishGen Romania Database; Gura Humorului memorial book, list of the dead

Gura Humorului about 1910: the market square, with Mănăstirea Humorului (Kloster Humora) beyond — the town where Riwen Mordche
Brecher and Chana Itte Knobler married in 1895 and raised their children.
Gura Humorului memorial book
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Rădăuți and Siret

The town hall of Rădăuți (Radautz), photographed in September
1917.
K.u.k. Kriegspressequartier, Lichtbildstelle Wien / Austrian National Library,
Bildarchiv Austria (BildID 15666203), via Wikimedia Commons

The Jewish cemetery of Rădăuți in winter; the stones of Eisig and Lea
Brecher stand here.
Photograph by Aviad2001, 2018, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

The Great Synagogue of Rădăuți, opened in 1883 while Eisig Brecher
lived in the town, as it stands today.
Photograph by O. Denysenko, 2017, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

The Great Synagogue of Siret (Sereth), built about 1840, as it stood in
2009.
Photograph by Cezar Suceveanu, 2009, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Brechers of Siret and Rădăuți in the Czernowitz press
Hugo Gold’s history of the Jews of Bukovina names Brecher among the established families in the list of Siret’s
citizens for 1840. The newspapers of Czernowitz, digitized by the Austrian National Library, show Brechers of
Siret and Rădăuți through the following decades: Juda Brecher of Siret, a lessee of the state mills at Rădăuți in
1869; Chaim Joel Brecher, innkeeper at the Siret bridge in 1897 and later a merchant and liquor-licence lessee;
Josef Brecher, a lawyer of Siret; Nora Brecher of Rădăuți, a translator; and Pepi Rudich née Brecher, who died in
Rădăuți in 1906 aged 72. Their exact relationship to Eisig is not stated in any record found, and they are shown as
possible kin.

The Older Brechers in Bukovina

193



Notice of the state stud-farm administration at Rădăuți, June 1869:
the mills formerly leased by Eisig Grabscheid of Rădăuți and Juda
Brecher of Siret are offered for a new lease. POSSIBLE

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 13 June 1869, p. 1 — Austrian National Library, ANNO

June 1897: Chaim Joel Brecher and his wife, keepers of the inn at the
Siret bridge on the Tereblești side, welcome a school excursion from
Czernowitz. POSSIBLE

Bukowinaer Rundschau, 2 June 1897, p. 2 — Austrian National Library, ANNO

The committee of the Jewish prayer-house society of Neu-Fratautz,
near Rădăuți, in 1904, with Chaim Brecher among its members; he
served on it again in 1905, 1908 and 1913. POSSIBLE

Czernowitzer Tagblatt, 7 September 1904, p. 4 — Austrian National Library,
ANNO

A court notice of July 1905 naming Chaim Joel Brecher, merchant in
Siret (Sereth). POSSIBLE

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 28 July 1905, p. 5 — Austrian National Library, ANNO
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Notice of the death of Pepi Rudich, born Brecher, wife of Michel
Rudich, at Rădăuți on 17 April 1906, aged 72 — a Brecher woman of
Eisig’s generation in the same town. The Rădăuți civil death register
(16 April 1906, aged 72) calls her the daughter of Feige Brecher of
Siret; Eisig’s mother was Rifka, so she was not his full sister. 

POSSIBLE

Bukowinaer Post (Czernowitz), 24 April 1906, p. 3 — Austrian National Library,
ANNO

Entry in the commercial register, August 1907: the firm of Chaim Joel
Brecher of Kamenka, near Siret, holder of a liquor-licence lease
(propination). The firm was closed in September 1909. POSSIBLE

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 20 August 1907, p. 5 — Austrian National Library,
ANNO
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Josef Brecher of Siret — a law student in 1903–06 and a lawyer’s clerk
in 1910 — listed in March 1911 as “Dr. J. Brecher”, alternate delegate
for Siret. POSSIBLE

Czernowitzer Allgemeine Zeitung, 11 March 1911, p. 3 — Austrian National
Library, ANNO

Notice of the district court of Siret (Sereth), April 1912, naming
Fischel Brecher, Aron Leib Brecher and Eisig Brecher as parties to an
old entry in the Siret land register. POSSIBLE

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 26 April 1912, p. 6 — Austrian National Library, ANNO

A story by Mihail Sadoveanu, “authorised translation from the
Romanian by Nora Brecher (Radautz)”, February 1913. POSSIBLE

Czernowitzer Allgemeine Zeitung, 2 February 1913, p. 12 — Austrian National
Library, ANNO

One of these Brechers can be placed. A double stone in the Jewish cemetery of Rădăuți (plot 2, row 9) stands for
Chaim Yoel Brecher HaKohen, son of Avraham Yehuda HaKohen, who died in Cheshvan 5702 (October–
November  1941),  and his  wife  Chana,  daughter of  Yitzchak,  who died in  Elul  5701 (August–September
1941). The rare name Avraham Yehuda HaKohen points to Reuven Mordechai’s son of that name, who died in
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Siret in 1894; this makes Chaim Yoel very probably a grandson of Reuven Mordechai and a first cousin of Meir.
The Chaim Joel Brecher of the press notices above — the innkeeper at the Siret bridge in 1897, the Siret merchant
of 1905 and the Kamenka firm of 1907 — is very probably the same man.

The double stone of Chaim Yoel Brecher HaKohen, son of Avraham Yehuda HaKohen (d. Cheshvan 5702, 1941), and his wife Chana, daughter
of Yitzchak (d. Elul 5701, 1941). Jewish cemetery of Rădăuți, plot 2, row 9. LIKELY

JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR), Rădăuți Jewish cemetery

The Banila branch: Rabbi Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher
The Siret family of Reuven Mordechai HaKohen continued in print through his grandson Rabbi Yaakov Zeev
Wolf (Jacob Wolf) Brecher HaKohen of Banila on the Siret, son of Zvi and Chana Ruchama, born in Banila in
1866. He was a student of Rabbi Pinchas Moshe Burstein, Av Beit Din of Sereth from 1881 until his death in
November 1905,  whose installation sermon he later  printed.  His  books include Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg,
1902); Shiloh, two sermons in honour of Theodor Herzl and Nahum Sokolow (first printed in Lemberg in 1903,
reprinted in Czernowitz in 1924); Sefer HaAdam, a book of moral verse that also prints the epitaph he wrote for
his father; Katuv Yosher (Czernowitz, 1925); Parperaot LaMikraot (Marghita, about 1930); Chedvat Yaakov with
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Kav HaChen HaMeruach (Marghita, 1938), the teachings of his ancestor the rabbi of Sereth; and Kiyor Me’even
Dar, issued after his death by one of his children. He died in Banila in 1941. CONFIRMED

One more book of his survives: Pshuto shel Mikra, printed in Marghita in 5703 (1942–43), a copy of which
carries his own stamp, “Jacob W. Brecher, Banila”. In 1936 the Czernowitz Yiddish paper Dos Yidishe Vort twice
names R’ Yaakov Brecher of Banila among the town’s supporters of the paper.
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Title page of Pshuto shel Mikra, on the Torah, Prophets and Writings,
by Rabbi Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher of Banila, printed by Moskovits
Hermann in Marghita, dated 5703 (1942–43). The title page lists his
earlier books: Refuot HaTe’ala u-Tzori HaDe’aga, Katuv Yosher,
Shiloh, Ohalim, HaAdam and others. A book not found in the library
catalogues. CONFIRMED

Image courtesy of Tzolman’s, auction 63, lot 18 (16 Jul 2023); shown for family-
history reference

The author’s own rubber stamp in the margin of the same copy:
“JACOB W. BRECHER, Banila p/S. (Bucovina)”. CONFIRMED

Image courtesy of Tzolman’s, auction 63, lot 18 (16 Jul 2023); shown for family-
history reference

Dos Yidishe Vort (Czernowitz), 7 Feb 1936, p. 4: in the paper’s “Press
Ring”, the rabbi of Banila, R’ Mordechai Aryeh HaLevi Horowitz,
names R’ Yaakov Brecher first among the men of Banila. LIKELY

Dos Yidishe Vort, Czernowitz, 1936

Dos Yidishe Vort (Czernowitz), 20 Mar 1936, p. 4: “R’ Yaakov
Brecher (Banila)” answers the rabbi of Banila with a gift of 25 lei for
the paper and calls on R’ Y. H. Brecher of Fălticeni to follow. 

LIKELY

Dos Yidishe Vort, Czernowitz, 1936

Katuv Yosher opens with his own account of the war years. On 17 Sivan 5676 (18 June 1916), as the front drew
near, he left Banila with eleven wagons, one of them for his son-in-law Aharon and his household, and spent
about fifteen months as a refugee in Transylvania, at Óradna (Rodna) and then Năsăud, coming home to Banila
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in September 1917 to an empty house (his own account in Katuv Yosher); by 1929 he was preaching in Banila
again. In the same book he names his children: his son Reuven Mordechai, a gymnasium teacher and officer, who
died on 28 Elul 5677 (15 September 1917) and carried the name of the Siret ancestor; a son, Mordechai; and a
married daughter, the wife of Aharon, whose names beyond these are not given. CONFIRMED
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Title page of Refuot HaTugah u-Tzori HaDe’agah, published by
Jakob W. (Yaakov Zeev) Brecher, Lemberg (Lviv), 1902. LIKELY

Yaakov Zeev Brecher, Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg, 1902) — HebrewBooks.org no.
35017

From Shiloh (first printed in Lemberg, 1903; reprinted in Czernowitz,
1924), sermons preached in Mihăileni and signed “Yaakov Zeev
Brecher”, author of Refuot HaTugah and other works; the title is the
numerical value of “Yaakov Zeev ben Zvi”. LIKELY

Yaakov Zeev Brecher, Shiloh — HebrewBooks.org no. 35162

Title page of Sefer HaAdam, a book of moral verse by Jacob Wolf
(Yaakov Zeev) Brecher of Banila on the Siret, with the German line
“Verfasser Jacob Wolf Brecher in Banila”. The book also prints the
epitaph he composed for his father Zvi (1908). CONFIRMED

Sefer HaAdam (n.d., after 1908), title page — HebrewBooks.org no. 26795

Inner title page and imprint of Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet by Yaakov
Zeev Wolf Brecher, printed in Czernowitz in 5685 (1925). 

CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925])
— HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, scan p. 4
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Opening of the memoir in Katuv Yosher: on 17 Sivan 5676 (18 June
1916) the author left Banila with eleven wagons, one of them for his
son-in-law Aharon and his family. CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925])
— HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, scan p. 9

From Katuv Yosher: the passage in which the author records the death
of his son Reuven Mordechai, officer and gymnasium teacher, on 28
Elul 5677 (15 September 1917), and names his son Mordechai. 

CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925])
— HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, p. 12 (scan p. 15)

Title page of Parperaot LaMikraot by the same author, listing his
earlier books; printed by Moskovits Hermann, Marghita, Romania,
about 1930. LIKELY

Yaakov Zeev Brecher, Parperaot LaMikraot (Marghita, c. 1930) —
HebrewBooks.org no. 34644

Title page of Kiyor Me’even Dar, written by Rabbi Yaakov Zeev
Brecher in memory of his son Reuven Mordechai, who died on 28
Elul 5677 (15 September 1917). The son carried the name of the
family’s Siret ancestor, Reuven Mordechai HaKohen. LIKELY

Yaakov Zeev Brecher, Kiyor Me’even Dar — HebrewBooks.org no. 32768
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The line in a chart
Ancestors as the records show them. Likely links are drawn dashed; people still only possible are left off.

G E N E R A T I O N I G E N E R A T I O N I I G E N E R A T I O N I I I G E N E R A T I O N I V

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret
?–bef. 1868 · Likely

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) B…
?–1868 · Likely

R’ Aryeh Leibush (of Stryj)
bef. c. 1745–bef. 1812 · Likely

R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj
c. 1764–1844 · Likely

R’ Yehuda
?–bef. 1844 · Confirmed

Leah bat Yehuda
?–1844 · Likely

Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger
?–1890 · Likely

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig Lei…
c. 1832–1911 · Likely
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Records found since the book

Mollie Brecher’s brothers and sisters, named in her father Selig Rudich’s 1920 naturalization petition: Bertha (b. 1896),
Minnie (1898), Yetta (1900), Louis (1902), Samuel (1904) and Isidore (1907); Selig a cutter born in Bukovina 15 Feb 1866,
wife Bertha. CONFIRMED

Selig Rudich’s naturalization petition no. 115086, New York County, 1920 (FamilySearch)

Harry Brecher, of 36 St Marks Place, signed as a witness when Mollie’s sister Yetta Rudich married Louis Steff in Manhattan
on 17 Apr 1921. CONFIRMED

NYC marriage certificate, Manhattan 1921, no. 10682 (NYC Municipal Archives)

Bertha Rudich married Chaim Szimon Lobel, butcher, at Bronx Borough Hall, 31 Aug 1921 (witness her sister Minnie
Feldman); Louis Rudich, butcher, married Lillian Shapiro in Brooklyn, 26 Feb 1928; Isidor Rudich died in Manhattan on
24 Jun 1920, aged 13. CONFIRMED

NYC marriage certificates Bronx 1921 no. 3829 and Brooklyn 1928 no. 3115; NYC death certificate, Manhattan 1920, no. 19779 (NYC Municipal Archives)

Selig Rudich, 48, butcher of Storozynetz, arrived at New York on the Niagara from Havre on 23 Mar 1913 with his daughter
Ella, 24, going to his son-in-law on 2nd Street. CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, NARA T715 roll 2035 p. 131 (FamilySearch)

Ethel (Ella) Shapiro née Rudich, Mollie’s elder sister, died in Manhattan on 18 Apr 1919, aged 30; Minnie Rudich very
probably married Benjamin Feldman in the Bronx in 1921. LIKELY

NYC deaths index 1919, certificate 14242; NYC marriage list, Bronx 1921 (index)

Feige Rudich née Lobel is written Babza, Babtze, Babics, Balza or Bertha in eight records — very probably a Yiddish pet
name for the same woman; the 1920 petition gives her birth as 1 Jun 1866 (a variant of 12 Sep 1866). LIKELY

1913 manifest; 1920 petition; NYC death and marriage certificates 1920, 1921, 1928

Yute bat Baruch’s stone, K-51 in the Siret New Jewish Cemetery, is now in the gallery: “granddaughter of the Rav R’ Yaakov
Zeev of Sereth”, died 26 Tevet 5674 (24 Jan 1914). CONFIRMED

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret cemetery documentation, stone K-51

Harry Brecher’s first papers, New York County, 21 Nov 1910: tailor, of 106 Ludlow Street, last residence Radautz, born at
Mihăileni 10 Oct 1888; and the family in the 1920 (Manhattan) and 1930 (the Bronx) censuses. CONFIRMED

NY County declaration no. 22368; 1920 and 1930 U.S. censuses (FamilySearch)

Arthur S. Brecher died on 11 Feb 2021 and lies beside his wife Laura Alma née Lyman (26 Oct 1932 – 31 May 2013) under
one Brecher stone at Toledo Hebrew Cemetery, Rossford, Ohio, Section 10. (That Laura is Arthur’s wife stays Likely.) 

CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorials 223028823 and 111894255, with stone photo

Leon Brecher’s 1942 draft card (born 15 Sep 1895, a liquor store of his own at 1800 Orleans Street, Baltimore) and the
family in the 1930 and 1940 Baltimore censuses. CONFIRMED

1942 draft registration; 1930 and 1940 U.S. censuses (FamilySearch)

1940 census, Brooklyn: Charles Schwartz, 62, lamp salesman, and Ida, 46, with their daughter Lucille (Likely); the
household index adds a son, Marvin (Possible). LIKELY

1940 U.S. Census, Brooklyn, E.D. 24-763, sheet 9A
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Isak (Yitzchak) Brecher of Banila and Dora née Haber had a daughter, Ciarne, and a son, Israel, both born in Banila: the
August 1941 register of the Storojineț ghetto lists the four of them together at Malcinschi 13B (sheet picture 490). Israel is
also named, as Isak’s son, in the public catalog entry of Isak’s restitution file at the National Library of Israel (URO Tel Aviv,
URO-TA-Pers-2247; the file itself is closed and was not read). Both are on the tree, name and relation only. LIKELY

Storojineț ghetto register, August 1941 (Chernivtsi State Archive), sheet picture 490, transcribed by Naftali Zloczower, pp. 5–6: https://www.eylonconsulting.com/
bukovina/blog/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Document-Inhabitants-of-the-Storojinets-Ghetto-in-August-1941-3.pdf; National Library of Israel, Archives of the Jewish
People, URO-TA-Pers-2247, public catalog entry only

What survived of R’ Yaakov Zeev’s own writing. His great-grandson, R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila,
writes that he came upon “the hidden writings of my great-grandfather … R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh, Av Beit Din of Sereth”:
a commentary on the Torah by way of allusion (remez) that reached only as far as parashat Va’era — “the rest was lost, a pity”
— with a few novellae on the Talmud and responsa. The Rav had not written them as a book, only as notes for his own
memory, so his words were few and brief, without source references, and the ink had faded “for he passed away already in
5604, on 15 Iyar, aged eighty”. The great-grandson “did not rest” until he had copied some of them; they were printed as
Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita, 1938), about ninety years after the Rav’s death. CONFIRMED

Chedvat Yaakov / Kav HaChen HaMeruach (Marghita, 1938), general introduction, pp. 5–6 (HebrewBooks.org no. 32333), read on the page

The Volovăț flour mill in 1866. The imperial stud-farm estate at Rădăuți offered its 14 overshot flour mills for a three-year
lease, 1 January 1867 to the end of December 1869, by sealed offers in November 1866. The row for Wołowetz (Volovăț)
reads: newly built of soft material, one milling run and one bolting run, 2 Joch 649 square fathoms of land, starting rent 715
florins a year. This is the mill where Eisig Brecher was “mill tenant at Volovăț” in March 1869 (his son Riwen Mordche’s
birth entry), so it was new around 1866. Who won the 1867 lease is not printed. Page in the gallery. CONFIRMED

Bukowina (Czernowitz), 24 Oct 1866, p. 4, notice no. 1532 of the Rădăuți stud-farm economic directorate (ANNO, Austrian National Library: https://anno.onb.ac.at/
cgi-content/anno?aid=buk&datum=18661024&seite=4)

The same Volovăț mill in August 1869: the stud-farm directorate at Rădăuți (16 August 1869) offered the overshot flour
mill at Wołowetz, “built of soft material”, for a new lease from 1 October 1869 to the end of 1872, after taking it back from
“the present lessee Juda Brecher of Sereth”. So the mill Eisig was working in 1869 was leased from the state stud by a Juda
Brecher of Siret. The notice does not say how Juda was related to Eisig. Kinship: Possible. (This notice calls him “of Sereth”;
the Juda Brecher who died in Czernowitz in 1907 appears to be a different man.) CONFIRMED

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 31 Aug 1869, p. 4, notice no. 1434 of the Rădăuți state stud-farm directorate, dated 16 Aug 1869; reprinted 8 Sep 1869, p. 4 (ANNO, Austrian
National Library), read on the page

Chaim Joel Brecher’s liquor-licence firm at Kamenka (entered in the commercial register on 14 August 1907) was struck
from the register on 18 September 1909, “because the business was wound up”. CONFIRMED

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 8 Oct 1909, p. 4, commercial register Firm. 1356/9; entry: Czernowitzer Zeitung, 20 Aug 1907, p. 5, Firm. 620/7 (ANNO, Austrian National
Library)

Eisig’s civil marriage, Rădăuți, 15 March 1890: Eisig Leib Brecher, born in Siret, businessman in Rădăuți, son of Mordko
Brecher and Rifka Salzberger of Siret, married Lea Bernstein, born in Czernowitz, daughter of Benjamin Hersch Bernstein
and Chaje née Frenkel of Buczacz; both were 58. Three days later Eisig signed a declaration in the register naming five
children born to him and Lea before the civil marriage: Mania (?) 34, Jankel 31, Abraham 26, Ruchel 23 and Riwen
Mordche 21. Jankel, Ruchel and the eldest daughter are new on the tree; Abraham and Riwen Mordche are proven again. 

CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil marriage register, 15 March 1890, entry 4, with the father’s declaration of 18 March 1890 in the remarks column (Suceava county branch of the
Romanian National Archives; photograph from the Radautz Vital Records Index project, Bruce Reisch and Edgar Hauster)

Eisig and Lea’s deaths, read on the register pages themselves: Eisig Brecher, grain dealer, of Fratautzergasse 45, died 19
January 1911 aged 79 and was buried on 21 January; Lea Brecher, house owner, “widow of Eisig Brecher”, of the same
house, died 16 January 1916 aged 85 and was buried on 18 January. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil death registers 1911 (entry 8) and 1916 (entry 4), Suceava county branch of the Romanian National Archives; photographs from the Radautz
Vital Records Index project
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Conflict noted: Meir (born about 1851–52) is not among the five children Eisig declared in 1890. The register does not say
why. He may have been left out because he was born in Siret and had long been settled in Hungary, or because Eisig was not
his father. Meir’s descent from Eisig stays Likely, resting on the other records: his Siret origin and kohen line, and the 1909
passenger list on which Meir’s son-in-law Samuel Eilender travelled to his “uncle Abraham Brecher”, Eisig’s son. This record
neither proves nor disproves it. LIKELY

Rădăuți Jewish civil marriage register, 15 March 1890, entry 4, with the father’s declaration of 18 March 1890 in the remarks column (Suceava county branch of the
Romanian National Archives; photograph from the Radautz Vital Records Index project, Bruce Reisch and Edgar Hauster)

Pepi Brecher, who died in Rădăuți on 16 April 1906 aged 72, is called in the civil death register the daughter of Feige Brecher
of Siret. Eisig’s mother was Rifka, so Pepi was not his full sister; the gallery caption has been corrected. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil death register 1906, entry 49 (same archive and project)

Charles B. Schwartz, Ida Brecher’s husband: born 16 Dec 1876, buried 6 Feb 1976 (his memorial notes that this is the
interment date). One outside source, so Likely. LIKELY

Find a Grave memorial 97459913

Harry and Mollie Brecher’s exact graves: Montefiore Cemetery, Gate 189/NE, Block 76, Row 8L, Graves 1 (Harry) and 2
(Mollie), in the Independent Bukovinaer Young Men’s and Young Ladies’ society plot. CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorials 158155543 and 158155549 (stone photos and cemetery plot index)

Selig (Asher Zelig) and Feige (Fagie) Rudich, Mollie Brecher’s parents, rest in United Hebrew Cemetery, Staten Island, in the
plot of the First Independent Strozynetzer society (Storojineț, Bukovina), Section 4, Row 3, Graves 3 and 4. Find a Grave
gives Selig’s death as 24 Jul 1927 (this site: 23 Jul); Fagie’s, 24 Apr 1944, matches. No stone photo is online. LIKELY

Find a Grave memorials 279681403 and 279681399 (from the cemetery’s burial index)

Hannah Brecher Rudman’s gravestone at Shaarei Tfiloh, Baltimore, names her “bat R’ Yaakov Aryeh HaKohen” — exactly
her father Leon’s Hebrew name on his stone. Albert Rudman’s Hebrew name was Avraham ben R’ Dov Ber. Graves K-478
(Hannah), K-477 (Albert), near Leon at K-449; their joint BRECHER / RUDMAN family stone is in Section K. Photos in
the gallery. CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorials 126944465, 126944464, 113946164 (stone photos by “Gypsy Joyce”)

Chedvat Yaakov, introduction p. 6, in the editor’s words: “כי נפטר עוד בשנת תר״ד ט״ו אייר והי׳ בן שמונים שנה” — “for
he died in 5604, on 15 Iyar, aged eighty”; and “ואני נכדו (בן בתו של בנו ובן בנו של בתו) חשוב כבנו” — “and I, his
grandson (the son of his son’s daughter, and the son of his daughter’s son), count as his son”. He signs the names “יעקב זאב
Yaakov Zeev (my name), Zvi (my late father), Chana Ruchama — ”צבי (שם אבי ז״ל), חנה רחמה (שם אמי ז״ל) ,(הוא שמי)
(my late mother). Introduction p. 5 calls the author “R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh, Av Beit Din of Sereth”, a disciple of R’
Michel of Złoczów, R’ Zvi of Nadwórna and the Seer of Lublin; the place Stryj is not in the introduction (it comes from his
stone). This fits the tree: Zvi Brecher HaKohen is the son of the rabbi’s daughter Rivka, and Chana Ruchama a daughter of
one of his sons (re-read on the page 24 Oct 2026: “the son of his son’s daughter” — that link is now Confirmed by these
words; which son is not named). CONFIRMED

Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita, 1938), introduction pp. 5–6, HebrewBooks.org no. 32333

The 1962 history of the Jews of the Bukovina also names “Candidate-Lawyer Joseph Brecher” among the Jewish lawyers of
Siret before the Second World War — a second source for Josef Brecher, a lawyer of Siret. Whether he is the same Josef is
Possible. POSSIBLE

Hugo Gold, ed., Geschichte der Juden in der Bukowina, vol. II, p. 105, chapter “Sereth”; English translation at https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/Bukowinabook/
buk2_105.html

Mordke died at Rădăuți on 22 February 1898, aged eight months (Rădăuți burial register). CONFIRMED

JewishGen burial registry (JOWBR), Bukovina, record J_BUCOVINA_0020210
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Miriam’s parents were Marcus (Mortko, Mordechai) Langsner and Beile, of Mihăileni (her children’s Rădăuți birth entries,
1891–1900). Miriam, born 1 January 1874 (death certificate; Likely), died a widow in Manhattan on 6 February 1944; her
son Harry gave her parents as Mordcha Langsner and Bela. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți civil birth register, JewishGen “Bukovina – Births” index (entries of Regina 1891, Chaje 1893, Mordke 1897, Jakob Wolf 1900); New York City death
certificate, Manhattan, 1944, no. 3398 (NYC Municipal Archives)

Abraham, born in Rădăuți in 1864, was a son of Eisig Brecher and Lea née Bernstein; his children’s Rădăuți birth entries
(1891–1900) say so, and describe him as a businessman, later a barkeeper — raised from Likely. He died before February
1944 (his wife’s death certificate calls her his widow). CONFIRMED

Rădăuți civil birth register, JewishGen “Bukovina – Births” index (entries of Regina 1891, Chaje 1893, Mordke 1897, Jakob Wolf 1900); New York City death
certificate, Manhattan, 1944, no. 3398

Fanny Gensler’s birthplace, written “Cebasti” (1927) and “Kobesty” (1921), is very likely Kabestie (Căbeşti, today Kabivtsi,
Chernivtsi oblast), a village in the same small Bukovina court district (Stanestie) as Draczinetz. LIKELY

JewishGen Communities Database (Kabeshti / Kabestie, Storojineţ district, 48°16′N 25°39′E); Gerichtsbezirk Stanestie, 1869 communes

Siret New Cemetery, stone AE-66: Ester Base bat Baruch, died 26 Cheshvan 5643 (8 November 1882). Whether she was a
sister of Yute bat Baruch (K-51) is only Possible, since Baruch is a common name. CONFIRMED

Jewish Galicia & Bukovina cemetery database, Siret, AE-66 (text; link only): https://jgaliciabukovina.net/printpdf/231159

Leon (Jakob Leib) Brecher’s household in Baltimore, April 1950: Leon and Fannie running a retail liquor store, with their
son Max (28), daughter Hanna (23) and her husband Albert Rudman. Census page in the gallery. CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. census, Baltimore City, Maryland, ED 4-777, sheet 25, lines 13–17 (National Archives)

Leon and Fanny’s children: Max Isaac Brecher (1921–2012), who married Beatrice “Bessie” Canter (1926–2001, Likely);
Hannah Brecher Rudman (1927–1986), wife of Albert Rudman (1920–2003); and Herman Brecher, MD. Grandchildren:
Philip, Allan and Mark E. Brecher (Max’s sons); Barbara Goldfarb and Caryn Tapper (Hannah’s daughters). CONFIRMED

Max Isaac Brecher obituary, Baltimore Sun, 15 Feb 2012; Albert Rudman obituary, Baltimore Sun, 28 Dec 2003; 1950 U.S. census, Baltimore City, Maryland, ED
4-777, sheet 25, lines 13–17 (National Archives)

Leon’s wife Fanny was born Gensler, 13 Nov 1895; she died 31 May 1984 and is buried beside Leon at Shaarei Tfiloh,
Baltimore County. LIKELY

Find a Grave memorial 113946163 (volunteer site, link only): https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/113946163/fanny-brecher; Baltimore Sun, 2 June 1984 (index)

Harry (Hersch) Brecher’s household in the Bronx, April 1950: Harry, Mollie, their daughter Sarah (30) and son Arthur (22).
Census page in the gallery. LIKELY

1950 U.S. census, Bronx, New York, ED 3-2020, sheet 9, lines 15–18 (National Archives)

Arthur S. Brecher (28 Mar 1928 – 2021), son of Harry and Mollie, grew up in the Bronx and became a professor of
chemistry at Bowling Green State University, Ohio. He married Laura Lyman (d. 2013); their children are Sharon Spencer
and Benjamin Brecher. LIKELY

Arthur Brecher obituary, Toledo Blade, 19 Feb 2021

Harry and Mollie lie side by side in the Independent Bukovinaer Young Men’s and Young Ladies’ society plot at Montefiore
Cemetery, Queens. LIKELY

Find a Grave memorial 158155543 (volunteer site, link only): https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/158155543/harry-brecher; Find a Grave memorial 158155549
(volunteer site, link only): https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/158155549/mollie-brecher

Harry’s mother Miriam (Langsner) Brecher was buried in February 1944 in the Bukaczowce society plot at Mount Zion
Cemetery, Queens. LIKELY

Mount Zion Cemetery interment record 7894902

Charles B. Schwartz, Ida (Chaje) Brecher’s husband: born 16 Dec 1876; buried 6 Feb 1976 (the interment date on his
memorial; his date of death is not verified). LIKELY

Find a Grave memorial 97459913 (volunteer site, link only): https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/97459913/charles-b-schwartz
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R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen’s book Ohalim (a Hebrew word and grammar book, with Agudot Ezov) was printed
in Czernowitz in 1925 by Hornik & Birnbaum. LIKELY

wikisforim.org catalogue item 000114680; Moreshet sale listing, 23 Sep 2019

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila’s first wife was Liba: “my wife Mrs. Liba, may she live” (1902) and “the
yahrzeit of my first wife Mrs. Liba”, 28 Menachem Av (1925). Pictures in the gallery. CONFIRMED

Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg 1902) p. 5, HebrewBooks.org no. 35017; Katuv Yosher (Czernowitz 1925) intro, PDF p. 41, HebrewBooks.org no. 7511

Yitzchak (Isak) Brecher of Banila (b. 14 Jan 1895, Sinăuții de Jos; d. 9 Dec 1978, Holon), whose parents were Yaakov
HaKohen and Liba, is very likely R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf’s son, and is now on the family tree. His wife was Devorah (Dora),
daughter of Israel Haber (d. 22 Apr 1993). His stone says “in his 84th year” (Likely reading); a plaque remembers “my sister
Madi and my brother Reuven”. Stone record: https://billiongraves.com/grave/%D7%99%D7%A6%D7%97%D7%A7-
%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%A8/14333290 LIKELY

Holon Cemetery, BillionGraves records 14333290 and 14333291; Israel immigration lists (index); R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf’s books

Zvi son of Reuven Mordechai Brecher (d. Jerusalem 1908) left “four sons and one daughter”, says the epitaph his son wrote.
Only R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf is known by name. CONFIRMED

Sefer HaAdam p. 59, HebrewBooks.org no. 26795

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf wrote a wedding poem for “my kinsman Shmerl Salzberg, son of Zalman Yehuda”, and his bride Malka,
daughter of Yosef Rudich (the word “kinsman” Confirmed). That this Salzberg family is Rivka Salzberger’s: Likely. LIKELY

Sefer HaAdam p. 60, HebrewBooks.org no. 26795

Coverage note: the whole 1797–99 Bukovina Jewish tax file (55 pages, Czernowitz and Suczawa districts, poverty lists and
the list of foreign Jews) was read; there is no Brecher anywhere in it. The surname seems to have come or been taken later. 

CONFIRMED

State Archives of Chernivtsi Oblast, fond 1, op. 1, file 925, via Wikimedia Commons

A signature “Eisig Brecher” stands as witness in the Rădăuți Jewish marriage register on 19 November 1902 (Jurgrau–Hass).
That it is our Eisig, then about 70 and living in Rădăuți, is Possible, leaning Likely: no age or address is written beside it. 

CONFIRMED

Yossi Yagur, “Genealogical Data in the Archives of South Bukovina”, Israel Genealogical Society journal, PDF p. 4, fig. 3

Meir’s brother Reuven Mordechai (Riwen Mordche) Brecher died in 1942 in Moghilev, Transnistria, and his wife Chana
Itte née Knobler in 1941 in Moghilev, Transnistria (memorial necrology naming both fathers and her maiden name). 

LIKELY

Gura Humorului memorial book, necrology (JewishGen Yizkor translation, gur203)

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila had a second wife, Etil, daughter of R’ Yechiel (d. 1928). A 1932 index of
eulogies places a eulogy for her (Av 5688, summer 1928) in his book Ohalim — but the copy of Ohalim found is dated
Czernowitz 1925, three years before her death, so that eulogy is unverified. LIKELY

Mafteach HaHespedim part 4 (Vienna 1932) p. 25, HebrewBooks.org no. 36842; Ohalim (Czernowitz 1925), HebrewBooks.org

Harry (Hersch) and Mollie Brecher had four children: Rachel (b. c. 1917), Sarah (b. c. 1919), Ruth (b. c. 1923) and Arthur
(b. 1928), all born in New York. The 1930 census lists Rachael 13, Sarah 11, Ruth 6 and Seymour 2; the 1940 census at 1310
Morris Avenue lists Rachel 23, Sarah 21, Ruth 17 and “Otto” 12 — the son Arthur S. Brecher. Rachel and Ruth were
Possible before; Arthur’s link to Harry and Mollie is now Confirmed. CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. census, Bronx, sheet 121A (FamilySearch 1:1:X7DN-BM5); 1940 U.S. census, Bronx, ED 3-201, sheet 1A (FamilySearch 1:1:K3TV-QNS, page image read)

Harry Brecher (27, born Mihăileni; parents Abraham and Miriam Langsner) married Mollie Rudich (23, born Bukovina;
parents Selig Rudich and Feige Lobel) in Manhattan on 27 August 1915, certificate 19380. Harry’s Social Security record
also names his parents Abraham Brecher and Miriam Langsner. CONFIRMED

New York City Marriage Records, Manhattan, 1915, cert. 19380 (FamilySearch 1:1:24QC-M3C); U.S. Social Security NUMIDENT (FamilySearch
1:1:6K9M-79WY)
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Fanny Gensler, 24, of Draczinetz, Bukovina, arrived at Ellis Island on 19 January 1921 on the S.S. Rotterdam (sailed from
Rotterdam 8 January) with Chaim Gensler, 56, and Heine Gensler, 53, bound for a brother-in-law, J. Dulberg, in Brooklyn.
Her maiden name Gensler is Confirmed by her daughter Hannah’s Social Security record (parents Fanny Gensler and Leon
Brecher). CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists, Ellis Island, 19 Jan 1921, S.S. Rotterdam, list 12, lines 6–8, NARA T715 roll 2912 (FamilySearch 1:1:J6VN-LW5, page image read);
NUMIDENT (FamilySearch 1:1:6K3D-P4CV)

Chaim (Hyman) Gensler and Heine (Hannah) Gensler née Herzig (Herzog) were Fanny’s parents. On the ship lists of 19
January 1921 Chaim goes to his son-in-law J. Dulberg and Fanny to her brother-in-law; Dulberg’s wife Dora Gensler,
Fanny’s sister, named her parents as Hyman Gensler and Hanna Herzog at her Brooklyn marriage of 12 November 1911.
Fanny’s daughter Hannah (b. 1927) was named for her grandmother Hannah (Heine) (family tradition, Likely). Ship pages
in the gallery. CONFIRMED

S.S. Rotterdam, 19 Jan 1921, List 12, lines 6–8, both pages, NARA T715 roll 2912 (FamilySearch 3:1:3Q9M-C955-RQ6S-3 and 3:1:3Q9M-C955-RQHM-5); New
York City marriage records, Kings, 12 Nov 1911, certificate 11743 (FamilySearch 1:1:Q2CK-8531, index); family knowledge

The “Jacob Brecher”, 26, married, of Siret, on the same S.S. Rotterdam arrival of 19 January 1921 (List 21, line 10) is Leon
(Jakob Leib) Brecher: the certificate of arrival in his naturalization file names “Brecher, Jacob, arrived January 19, 1921, on
the Rotterdam”. The right-hand page gives his birthplace as Gura Humora (Gura Humorului) and his destination as his
brother-in-law Josef Dulberg, 1614 East 5th Street, Brooklyn. CONFIRMED

Certificate of arrival no. 249990, filed with Maryland petition no. 9144 (FamilySearch 3:1:3Q9M-CS9Z-RSTS); S.S. Rotterdam List 21, line 10, NARA T715 roll
2912 (FamilySearch 1:1:J6KM-GPL; right-hand page 3:1:3Q9M-C955-RQHX-P)

Leon and Fanny in Baltimore in 1930 (Max 9, Hanna 3) and 1940 (Max 18, Hannah 13, and Herman); Max’s World War II
draft card gives his birth as 29 June 1921 in Brooklyn; Leon’s Social Security record gives 15 Sep 1895 – 10 Oct 1988. 

CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. census, Baltimore (FamilySearch 1:1:X3WH-JC1); 1940 U.S. census, Baltimore, ED 4-103, sheet 13B (1:1:K76B-Y7Q); Maryland WWII draft cards
(1:1:Q29H-F1LS); NUMIDENT (1:1:6K3V-FYDV)

Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger was the daughter of HaRav R’ Yaakov Zeev, Rav of Sereth — Likely: a Siret stone (BC-17) of
an aged Rivka called Ruvtse, “daughter of HaRav R’ Yaakov Zeev”, d. 20 Elul 5650, is very probably hers (it gives no
surname or husband), and her husband R’ Reuven Mordechai’s stone calls him “son-in-law of the Rav of this place”, but
neither her husband’s nor her son’s stone names which Rav, and no register names her father. LIKELY

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation (2022), stones BC-17 and G-35

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila (1866–1941) was very probably among the Holocaust victims: Banila,
1941. LIKELY

H. Gold (ed.), Geschichte der Juden in der Bukowina, vol. II (1962), “Sereth”, p. 105 (JewishGen translation)

R’ Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen left for the Land of Israel on Sunday, 12 Menachem Av 5668 = 9 August 1908, as his son
records; he died in Jerusalem about ten weeks later (25 Tishrei 5669). CONFIRMED

Shiloh (Czernowitz 1924 reprint) p. 43, HebrewBooks.org no. 35162

In 1916, as a refugee, R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf paid for “half-boots for my little daughter, bat sheva’”: a young daughter (her
name, Bat-Sheva, or “aged seven” — the name is Possible). CONFIRMED

Katuv Yosher (Czernowitz 1925) scan p. 19, HebrewBooks.org no. 7511

Holon gravestones of Yitzchak (Isak) Brecher HaKohen (d. 9 Kislev 5739 = 9 Dec 1978, “in his 84th year”) and Devorah
(Dora) née Haber (d. 1 Iyar 5753 = 1993): Block 17, Area 1, Row 27, plots 1 and 2. Isak’s link to R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf stays
Likely. CONFIRMED

Chevra Kadisha Tel Aviv-Yafo burial register (gravez.me)
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Leon’s naturalization: declaration of intention in Brooklyn, 13 June 1922, as Leo Brecher, 27, clerk, of 665 Sackman Street,
with his wife Fanny; petition in Baltimore, filed 2 March 1927 as Jacob Brecher of 2004 East Pratt Street, newspaper carrier,
born 15 September 1895 in Bukovina, wife Fanny, son Max (born 21 June 1921 by the petition; 29 June by his own draft
card). He asked to be named Leo Brecher and was admitted on 13 June 1927. Both papers in the gallery. CONFIRMED

Maryland naturalization petition no. 9144 (NARA M1640, roll 32; FamilySearch 3:1:3Q9M-CS9Z-RS1K, 3:1:3Q9M-CS9Z-RC7S); Declaration of Intention no.
141057, Supreme Court, Kings County (3:1:3Q9M-CS9Z-RSTS)

Leon and Fanny were already married when they sailed in January 1921: Jacob is listed married, and both call Josef Dulberg
their brother-in-law. No marriage record was found in New York or Baltimore; the wedding was most likely in Bukovina or
Romania. CONFIRMED

S.S. Rotterdam lists 12 and 21, 19 Jan 1921; Declaration of Intention no. 141057 (1922)

Fanny’s sister Dora (Dara) Gensler, 21, married Joseph Dulberg, 24, son of Jacob Dulberg and Sprinze Katcher, in Brooklyn
on 12 November 1911. Their daughter Rosaline Anna Dulberg married in Brooklyn in 1937. CONFIRMED

New York City marriage records, Kings, 12 Nov 1911, certificate 11743 (FamilySearch 1:1:Q2CK-8531, index); FamilySearch 1:1:Q2CF-KGG7 (1937)

Fanny’s birthplace: “Cebasti” in Leon’s 1927 petition and “Kobesty” on her father’s line of the 1921 ship list are the same
village, written by two clerks; it is not yet identified. Draczinetz was the family’s last home. LIKELY

Maryland petition no. 9144 (3:1:3Q9M-CS9Z-RS1K); S.S. Rotterdam List 12, right-hand page (3:1:3Q9M-C955-RQHM-5)

Harry and Mollie Brecher in Manhattan in January 1920 (indexed “Braesher”): Harry, 31, and Mollie, 27, both born in
Romania, with Rachel (3½) and Sarah (10 months), both born in New York. In the 1925 New York State census Rachel (9),
Sarah (6) and Ruth (2) appear in a Bronx household (Likely). CONFIRMED

1920 U.S. census, Manhattan, AD 8, ED 640, sheet 8B, lines 98–101 (FamilySearch 1:1:MJYY-42M, 1:1:MJYY-429); 1925 New York State census, Bronx, p. 50,
family 991 (1:1:KSMP-XXN, -XXV, -XX2)

Harry and Mollie’s daughter Sarah is likely the “Sarah N Brecher” born 17 February 1919 who died 24 July 1992, last
residence Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania (the file names no parents). LIKELY

Social Security NUMIDENT (FamilySearch 1:1:6K99-KBM7); Social Security Death Index (1:1:VSNF-ZZN)

Froim Brecher and Fischel Brecher, Jewish donors of Suczawa (Suceava), gave 20 kreuzer each to flood relief, printed in the
Lemberger Zeitung of 31 October 1845 — the earliest Brechers seen so far in the Suczawa district. Kinship to our line:
Possible. Page in the gallery. CONFIRMED

Lemberger Zeitung, 31 Oct 1845, p. 668 (ANNO: https://anno.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/anno?aid=lez&datum=18451031&seite=2)

Not our family: the firm “Rifka Brecher”, a mixed-goods business in Czernowitz entered in the commercial register in April
1869 with Juda Brecher as its authorised manager, belonged to Rifka, wife of the Czernowitz merchant Juda Brecher and
mother of the Vienna advocate Dr Ignatz Brecher. Juda died in Czernowitz in April 1907 as Dr Ignatz Brecher’s father, and
Rifka died there in June 1909, aged 88, as a merchant’s widow. Our Rivka died at Siret in 1890. Page in the gallery. 

UNRELATED

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 27 Apr 1869, p. 3, notice no. 7620; Wiener Zeitung, 1 May 1869, p. 18 and 27 Feb 1874, p. 24; Czernowitzer Tagblatt, 21 Apr 1907, p. 5 and
29 Jun 1909, p. 4; Bukowinaer Post, 29 Jun 1909, p. 3 (ANNO, Austrian National Library)

Rifka (Rivka) née Salzberger was Eisig’s mother: the Rădăuți marriage register of 15 March 1890 calls him the son of
“Mordko Brecher u. der Rifka Salzberger” of Siret, read again on the image. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți civil marriages, 15 Mar 1890, vol. II p. 92 no. 4 (Radautz Vital Records Index, register image P1120818)

Rivka as the daughter of HaRav R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh, Rav of Sereth, stays Likely (strong). A Siret stone (BC-17) of an
aged “Rivka called Ruvtse, daughter of HaRav R’ Yaakov Zeev” is very probably hers (it gives no surname or husband), and
Chedvat Yaakov p. 6 says the editor’s father Zvi, son of Reuven Mordechai Brecher, was the son of the Rav’s daughter. The
Chedvat Yaakov introduction never prints her name, and no register names her father. LIKELY

Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita 1938), introduction p. 6, HebrewBooks.org no. 32333; Sefer HaAdam p. 59, HebrewBooks.org no. 26795; Siret stones BC-17, G-35, N-27
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Chaim Joel Brecher gave to Siret’s Passover-bread collection for the town’s poor in April 1897: “Ch. Joel Brecher” is among
the donors of 1 florin each. S. L. Frohner of Siret is on the same list. Page in the gallery. CONFIRMED

Bukowinaer Post (Czernowitz), 25 Apr 1897, p. 3 (ANNO, Austrian National Library)

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf’s “Banila” was Banila on the Siret: the German line of his Sefer HaAdam title page reads “Verfasser
Jacob Wolf Brecher in Banila p. S.”, the postal form of Bănila pe Siret, not the Banila on the Cheremosh. Today it is Banyliv-
Pidhirnyi, Chernivtsi oblast, Ukraine; now on the map. LIKELY

Sefer HaAdam, title page, HebrewBooks.org no. 26795; OpenStreetMap relation 5940703

Sinăuții de Jos, where Isak of Banila was born in 1895, is today part of Mihăileni (Botoșani County, Romania), on the Siret
about 6 km east of Siret town. Sinăuții de Jos lay in Bukovina; Mihăileni proper was a market and customs town on the
Romanian side of the old border, the town where R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf preached his Shiloh sermons. Both are now on the
map. CONFIRMED

Romanian Wikipedia, “Comuna Mihăileni, Botoșani”; English Wikipedia, “Mihăileni, Botoșani”; OpenStreetMap relation 12594182

Map points for Chaim Joel Brecher: the Kamenka of his 1907 firm is Kam’yanka, Chernivtsi raion, Ukraine (about 14 km
north-west of Siret), and the Tereblești side of the Siret bridge, where his inn stood in 1897, is Terebleche, about 8 km north
of Siret. LIKELY

OpenStreetMap nodes 337662002 and 337662490

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf’s second wife, Etil bat R’ Yechiel, was Ottilie (Ettel) Brecher née Weissbach. The death itself is
Confirmed: she died at Banila on Friday 20 July 1928 (3 Av 5688), aged 60; “her husband Jakob Brecher” gave the eulogy at
her open grave; she was known for her charity and had 10 trees planted in the Herzl Forest. That she is his second wife Etil:
Likely (strong), matching the eulogy index entry of Av 5688. Page in the gallery. LIKELY

Ostjüdische Zeitung (Czernowitz), no. 1089, 29 Jul 1928, p. 6 (difmoe.eu); Mafteach HaHespedim part 4 (Vienna 1932) p. 25, HebrewBooks.org no. 36842

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf was back in Banila by April 1925, earlier than the “by 1929” given before: at Banila’s celebration of the
opening of the Hebrew University (16 April 1925), “Herr Jacob Brecher, a notable Talmudist” spoke with quotations from
Talmud and Midrash. In July 1932 Jakob Brecher chaired a community meeting at Banila p. S., and in 1936 Jakob and Isak
Brecher were named among “the oldest residents” of the community (records Confirmed; that this is the Rav and his son:
Likely). Page in the gallery. LIKELY

Ostjüdische Zeitung, 28 Apr 1925, p. 3; 19 Jul 1932, p. 3; 1 Mar 1936, p. 3 (difmoe.eu)

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf: Banila, July 1941 (date and place only). The account of Banila in Gold’s history, as told by Isaak
Brecher of Givatayim, names Jakob Brecher, a Talmud scholar with a library of almost 5,000 volumes; the account itself
Confirmed as printed, that he is the Rav: Likely (strong). LIKELY

Gold, Geschichte der Juden in der Bukowina II (Tel Aviv 1962), “Mold. Banila” (JewishGen translation buk2_092a)

The Brechers of Sereth in Bistrița: the Bistrița Jewish registers (read on the scans, Confirmed) show a second Kohen family
named Brecher from Sereth — Hoschia Brecher and Malke Adelstein of Buczacz, their children Roza and David (1838),
David the distiller’s and Ruben’s families, and Hersch of Naszód. A link to Reuven Mordechai is only Possible; none of
them is on the tree. The full note is on Reuven Mordechai’s card. POSSIBLE

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, collection BN-F-00055 (Jewish civil registers), inventory 166, units 118, 121 and 123
(descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cota cid 9342297, 9342303, 9342305), read on the scans 27 Oct 2026; JewishGen Hungarian Births and Marriages index rows for
Bistrița, Kolozsvár and Oradna (Romanian National Archives registers 122, 787, 789, 1024, 1477, 1478 and Cluj 71)

Josef Brecher (Yosef bar Yaakov HaKohen, b. 4 Aug 1874, Siret) finished the Eudoxiu Hurmuzachi gymnasium at Rădăuți
in 1898/99: the graduates’ index entry is Confirmed; that it is this Josef is Likely. LIKELY

Graduates of the Eudoxiu Hurmuzachi gymnasium 1884–1997, record Eudoxiu0305, GeneaSearch Czernowitz index (czernowitz.geneasearch.net; index by Edgar
Hauster, courtesy Dr. Marian Olaru)
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Two more children of Jankel (Jakob) Brecher and Edel née Fischler of Rădăuți, from the civil birth index: Chaje (b. 1889),
named as “daughter of Jakob Brecher, merchant, and Edel Brecher” in the births of her daughters Rebeka Adele (17 May
1919) and Rachel Lea Bernstein (22 Oct 1922) by Mechel (Mendel) Bernstein; and Rubin Marcus (b. 29 Sep 1884), who
used his mother’s surname as Rubin Markus Fischler and married Amalia (Malke) Klotz civilly on 26 Aug 1920 (marriage
vol. V no. 55). Edel’s parents were Chaim and Resi (Jeti) Gitel Fischler of Rădăuți. The records are Confirmed (index);
Jankel himself stays a Possible son of Eisig, since no record names his parents. CONFIRMED

JewishGen, Bukovina Births (index of the Rădăuți civil birth register, Suceava branch of the Romanian National Archives, Hauster/Reisch transcription); Reisch “Seven
Seals” Rădăuți indexes; https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/

The two candidate graves of R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen were read in full: Aizik son of Eliezer Katz (Siret Old Cemetery
C-80, died 8 Nisan 5588 = 23 March 1828) and Aizik son of Dov Katz (Sanie no. 251, died 23 Tammuz 5591 = 4 July 1831).
Both stones carry priestly hands, so both men were Kohanim; neither names a wife, child, surname, Brecher or Aryeh
Leibush. Whichever is his would name his father, Eliezer or Dov. Both stay Possible; the titles give only a slight lean to the
1831 stone. Photos in the gallery. Re-checked on the photographs (27 October 2026): the priestly hands are carved on both
stones, and also on the 1793 stone of Meir son of Eliezer Katz (Sanie no. 186). POSSIBLE

Jewish Galicia & Bukovina tombstone records 226396 (https://jgaliciabukovina.net/226396/tombstone/tombstone-aizik-son-eliezer-katz) and 226564 (https://
jgaliciabukovina.net/226564/tombstone/tombstone-aizik-son-dov-katz); Silviu Sanie, Dăinuire prin piatră (Bucharest 2000), no. 251

Chaim Yoel Brecher HaKohen appears as “Chayim Yoel Brecher, son of Yehuda” on the list of Siret’s Holocaust victims (no
dates given). That this is our Chaim Yoel, son of Avraham Yehuda, is Likely: one more source for his death in 1941. His link
to Avraham Yehuda keeps its own grade. LIKELY

Jews of Siret (Sereth): Victims of the Holocaust, page 2, Radauti KehilaLinks, https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/radauti/siretlist2.html

Mendel and Beile Korber, the parents of Chewed Faust née Korber, died at Rădăuți in 1885 (aged 58) and 1887 (aged 56) —
Likely the same couple. They were Reize Korber’s generation, so they were not her parents; Mendel was possibly her brother
or cousin (Possible). LIKELY

JewishGen, Bukovina birth, marriage and death indexes (Romanian National Archives, Suceava branch; Edgar Hauster index): Rădăuți deaths M2 no. 76; Solka
births 1889–1898; Rădăuți marriages 1888 no. 3

Chana Itte Knobler’s family, the in-laws of Riwen Mordche Brecher: her parents Israel Feiwisch Knobler and Sure Judith
Frenkel, both of Buczacz, married civilly at Gura Humorului on 22 January 1888. Her brothers and sisters: Chaje Bruche
(m. Dawid Zellermajer 1888, eight children 1890–1909), an infant son (1878), Schmiel Jacob (1880, m. Libe Balin 1907),
Abraham (1883–1954), Berel (1885) and Feige (wife of Hersch Berenstein); and, Likely, Moshe (1875–1942, Moghilev).
Riwen Mordche Brecher was the witness at his nephew Isak Zellermajer’s birth on 13 December 1897. The list is on Israel
Feiwisch Knobler’s card. CONFIRMED

JewishGen Romania–Bukovina births, marriages and deaths indexes (Gura Humorului, Poiana Micului, Solca); Gura Humorului memorial book, necrology
(JewishGen translation gur206)

Abraham Bercie (Bernhard) Fränkel of Zabłotów (c. 1855–1907), son of Leibisch and Lea Fränkel of Buczacz — the same
parents’ names and town as Sure Judith Knobler née Frenkel — is a Possible brother of hers. His 1899 marriage and 1907
death were read on the original scans (records Confirmed), which are in the documents archive. POSSIBLE

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 3062, act 9, and sygn. 4015, act 5; via JRI-Poland / AGAD metrykalia album

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The Older Brechers in Bukovina

212



Open leads
Not yet proven; kept here so the search can go on.

Jankel (Jakob, Jankel Wolf) Brecher and Edel née Fischler, a couple married only religiously, had at least four children at
Rădăuți: Schloime (b. 7 Oct 1881), Rubin Marcus (b. 29 Sep 1884; later known as Rubin Markus Fischler, a merchant and
later a carter in Rădăuți, who married Amalia (Malke) Klotz, daughter of Nute Klotz and Rifke née Fischler, on 26 Aug
1920), Chaje (b. 1889; later the wife of Mechel (Mendel) Bernstein, with daughters born at Rădăuți in 1919 and 1922) and
Chaim Hersch (1889–1890). Edel was the daughter of Chaim and Resi (Jeti) Gitel Fischler of Rădăuți. Because the couple
never married civilly, the children were registered under the mother, and no Rădăuți record names Jankel’s own parents.
Jankel Wolf may be Eisig’s son Jankel (aged 31 in March 1890): his full name is that of the Rav of Sereth, Eisig’s mother’s
father, and he named sons Rubin Marcus (Reuven Mordechai, Eisig’s father’s name) and Chaim Hersch. Possible only; not
on the tree. Open question: whether he is the Jankel Brecher, aged 34, who died at Rădăuți on 25 Feb 1890 — the index
gives that man no spouse or parents (Radautz Jewish birth register index, Hauster & Reisch: vol. 3 p. 182 no. 126; vol. 4 p.
24 no. 141; vol. 4 p. 198 no. 114; death register vol. III p. 84 no. 107).

Leo Brecher of Gura Humorului, 1906–1911: with Ulrich Frohner he founded a Jewish social club in the town and was
elected its chairman, with Moses Knobler among the members elected; he also sat on the town’s new merchants’ committee
with Moses Knobler (Czernowitzer Allgemeine Zeitung, 10 Nov 1911, pp. 4–5); a Gura Humorului charity event of March
1911 thanked “teacher Brecher” and Leo Brecher (Czernowitzer Tagblatt, 29 Mar 1911, p. 4), and he arranged another event
in 1906 (Czernowitzer Allgemeine, 10 Mar 1906, p. 4). Riwen Mordche and Chana Itte (née Knobler) lived there then, and
Meir’s wife Freide was a Frohner of Siret. Who Leo was is not known; he is not their son Jakob Leib, who was 16 in 1911.
Kinship Possible; no link proposed. Page in the gallery.

Salzberger in Siret, 1807–1833: Gold’s History of the Jews in Bukowina (vol. I, pp. 26–44) lists “Noah Salzberger” at Sereth
as the community’s salaried religious adviser (dayan), at 160 florins a year; vol. II, p. 105 gives the same man as “Nathan”
Salzberger, religion teacher of Sereth in 1807–1833. These are the years R’ Yaakov Zeev was Av Beit Din of Sereth, and
Rivka was registered née Salzberger, so this official was possibly close kin. Possible; the German original (Gold, Geschichte
der Juden in der Bukowina, Tel Aviv 1958) would show the exact first name.

Chewed Faust née Korber, died at Solka on 15 Mar 1915 aged 58 (born about 1857 at Rădăuți), “daughter of Mendel and
Beile Korber in Sereth”, was of Freide’s generation, not Reize’s. A Mendel Korber died at Rădăuți on 7 Aug 1885 aged 58
and a Beile Korber there on 29 Nov 1887 aged 56 — Likely Chewed’s parents — so they were Reize Korber’s own age and
cannot have been her parents. Mendel was possibly Reize’s brother or cousin, which would make Chewed a cousin of Freide
(Possible). Other Korbers of Sereth of Reize’s generation — Moses Hersch Korber × Taube Fischler, Chaje Jite Korber ×
Simche Beer, Fulie Korber × Mortko Bernthal, Jossel Korber (d. 1910 aged 80) — are possible siblings of Reize, none linked
(Possible; JewishGen Bukovina birth, marriage and death indexes).

Benjamin Hersch Bernstein, born 1876 at Milișăuți, son of Chaim Jide (Juda) and Ruchel Ziwje Bernstein of Rădăuți,
carries the exact name of Lea Bernstein’s father Benjamin Hersch, and his family lived in Rădăuți as Lea did. Chaim Jide is
possibly Lea’s brother. Possible; collateral only (JewishGen Bukovina births 1901–1908). Newly checked in the Rădăuți
indexes: Ruchel Ziwie Bernstein died at Rădăuți on 10 Feb 1900, aged 58 (Radautz death index, vol. 3, p. 332, no. 12;
Confirmed, index); Benjamin Hersch Bernstein married Rifke Pikholz at Rădăuți in 1902 (Radautz marriage index;
Confirmed, index); and Abraham Bernstein (Appelgasse 1653) and Jakob Bernstein (Woitinellergasse 2049), fruit dealers at
Rădăuți in the 1909 census, were very probably Benjamin Hersch’s brothers, since each named a son Chaim Juda in 1897–
1901 (census entries Confirmed, index; brotherhood Likely). That this family belongs to Lea Bernstein’s stays Possible.

Ruchel Brecher who died in Rădăuți on 23 May 1915 aged 48 (buried 25 May; death register vol. 6, no. 118) may be Eisig’s
daughter Ruchel, who was 23 in March 1890. The indexed entry names no parents, so this is Possible until the register page
is read.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The Older Brechers in Bukovina

213



Rădăuți cemetery, other Brecher graves checked against the cemetery index (JOWBR): Meite bat Yosef-Mordechai (d. 28 Jun
1931) lies in plot 23, row 4, the plot where Eisig (row 7) and Lea (row 9) are buried; Chana-Lea bat Pinchas HaKohen
(about 1893–1978), plot 5, row 7; Leizer-Mordche (Moti, Markus) Brecher (1895–1948); Lea bat Yitshak (d. 1920, aged 80;
the civil death index has “Brecher, Lea, died 5 Apr 1920, aged 80”, vol. 7, p. 497, no. 39 — Likely the same woman; she is not
David Brecher of Siret’s wife, who was Chaje Breier); Moshe ben David (1869–1920). No record yet ties any of them to
Eisig’s family. Possible.

Searched: Pinkas Brecher. The Czernowitz post office listed an undelivered registered letter for “Pinkas Brecher,
Czernowitz” in January 1906 (Czernowitzer Tagblatt, 19 Jan 1906, p. 4). A Pinkas Brecher of Rădăuți, born about 1861 in
Zaleszczyki, son of Hersch and Ester, married Matel Kaswan at Dorna Watra in 1900; their daughters were born in Sniatyn.
That is a Galician Brecher family; nothing ties either Pinkas to Eisig’s.

Searched: Mordko Hersch Brecher, named in a Czernowitz court notice of July 1906, was of Sergie (Sergii) in the Putila
district, not of Siret: in August 1916 a refugee from Vyzhnytsia, then in Upper Austria, searched for “Mordko Hersch
Brecher aus Sergie Putilla” (Neue Freie Presse, 1 Aug 1916, p. 23). No tie to the tree.

Searched: Israel Brecher of the February 1868 Czernowitz court notices was a Czernowitz man; in October 1869 Israel
Brecher and Juda Brecher gave to the Czernowitz collection for the famine-stricken Jews of western Russia (Czernowitzer
Zeitung, 27 Oct 1869, p. 2). A different Israel Brecher died in Czernowitz on 13 June 1910 in his 52nd year. No tie to the
tree.

Searched: Reine-Gitl (Gusta) Bartfeld née Gensler (1904–1975), daughter of Shimon HaLevi, buried in Rădăuți. No record
found ties her to Chaim (Hyman) Gensler’s family.

Searched: the mothers of Reuven Mordechai and of Rivka Salzberger. No record found names either. The Siret stones of
Yitzchak Aizik’s children name only their father, and Eisig’s 1890 marriage entry names his parents but not his grandparents.
Rivka’s mother is shown as Leah bat Yehuda, the Rav’s wife, which rests on the stones of the Rav and his wife, not on a
record naming Rivka (Likely).

A Juda Brecher died in Czernowitz on 20 Apr 1907, aged 83 (JOWBR J_BUCOVINA_0045808); his son was the Vienna
advocate Dr Ignatz Brecher, and his wife Rifka owned the 1869 Czernowitz firm “Rifka Brecher”, which is therefore
unrelated to our family (Czernowitzer Tagblatt, 21 Apr 1907 and 29 Jun 1909; Wiener Zeitung, 1 May 1869). Whether he is
the “Juda Brecher of Sereth” who leased the Volovăț mill in 1869 is unproven; the Czernowitz shopkeeper and the Siret
lessee are more likely two men. How any Juda Brecher was related to Eisig: Possible at most.

Two Riwen Mordche Brechers: a second Riwen Mordche Brecher, a grocer of Gura Humorului, married Beila Spasser of
Bojan on 30 Jul 1896 and had a daughter Rifka (b. 13 Dec 1899). He is a different man from our Riwen Mordche (b. 1869
Volovăț), the tavern keeper at Mănăstirea Humorului who married Chana Itte Knobler on 17 Mar 1895; any undated
“Riwen Mordche Brecher, Gura Humorului” record has to be checked against the wife’s name (JewishGen “Bukovina –
Births” index).

A Toni Brecher, daughter of a Mordche Brecher, was born at Mănăstirea Humorului on 18 April 1906 and died there on 17
February 1907; she may be a daughter of Riwen Mordche and Chana Itte (Possible). The index names the father only as
Mordche (JewishGen Bukovina Death Records, Gura Humorului district).

A Rifka Brecher, daughter of an Abraham Brecher, died at Rădăuți on 18 May 1892, aged 14 months; she may be a daughter
of Abraham and Miriam (Possible). Her birth would fall only about nine months before Regina’s, and several Abraham
Brechers may have lived in Rădăuți then (JewishGen burial registry, JOWBR record J_BUCOVINA_0020775).

Clara Brecher of Cernăuți appears in the Moghilev ghetto in a 1940s money-transfer index; she may be Clara b. 1900,
daughter of Reuven Mordechai and Chana Itte (Possible).
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Isaac Kahan of Sereth, on the c. 1799 list of Galician and foreign Jews found at the visitation (record Confirmed; a link to
our Kohanim of Sereth is Possible, on the name alone).

Eva Fronerin of Sadagura, Bukovina Jewish tax list 1797, no. 227: the Frohner surname of Meir’s wife Freide (record
Confirmed; kinship Possible).

A 1956 Bronx marriage licence of Conrad Ayers and Sarah Brecher may be Harry’s daughter Sarah (Possible; a common
name).

A Max Brecher was photographic supervisor of a 1955 Monumental Films production in Baltimore (Possible that this is
Max Isaac Brecher).

“Marcus Brecher, Siret”, named as nearest relative by the “Jacob Brecher” (Leon) on the S.S. Rotterdam list of 19 Jan 1921,
may be Leon’s father Riwen Mordche (Mordche ~ Marcus) (Possible; the list does not state the relation).

Nathan Salzberger, religion teacher of Sereth 1807–1833 (record Confirmed: Gold, Geschichte der Juden in der Bukowina
II, p. 105) — the only early Salzberger found in Sereth; kinship to Rivka née Salzberger Possible.

Sosye bat Yaakov Zeev, a young woman, d. 9 Adar 5656 = 23 Feb 1896, buried beside Rivka in the Siret New Cemetery
(stone BC-18) — possibly a daughter of Yaakov Zeev HaKohen ben Reuven Mordechai (d. 1886) (Possible).

Yehuda Zvi Hirsh Frenkel son of Aryeh Zeev, d. 4 Av 5676 = 3 Aug 1916, Buczacz (stone BH-28) — possibly a son of
Leibisch Frenkel of Buczacz, father of Sure Judith Knobler née Frenkel (Possible).

A late civil registration of 1937 records Juda Hersch Frenkel, aged 85, who died at Buczacz in 1916 and was buried in the
Jewish cemetery there (Confirmed; AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 4192, entry 13, scan 6); very probably the man of stone
BH-28 (Likely: same name, town and year); kinship to the family Possible.

Malka Frenkel daughter of R’ Aryeh, d. 20 Nisan 5666 (the 4th day of Chol HaMoed Pesach) = 15 April 1906, Buczacz
(stone BB-29; the date is Confirmed: the epitaph reads “died on the 4th day of Chol HaMoed Pesach 5666”, and the earlier
reading “4 Iyar = 29 Apr 1906” was a misreading of the 4th day as the 4th of Iyar, not an Old Style date) — possibly kin of
Sure Judith Knobler née Frenkel, whose father was Leibisch (Aryeh Leib) Frenkel of Buczacz (Possible: Aryeh is a common
name). Stone photo in the gallery (Jewish Galicia & Bukovina, stone 186775).

Rachel Leah Brecher, 4 July 1916 – 3 December 1983, per a family-tree profile only (no record seen yet) — perhaps Harry
and Mollie’s Rachel (Possible).

Hana daughter of Yitzchak Aizik, d. 20 Tevet 5555 = 11 Jan 1795, Siret Old Cemetery, stone A3-18 (“daughter of R’
Yitzchak Aizik of blessed memory”) — the earliest stone with the family’s patriarch’s name; whether her father is R’ Yitzchak
Aizik HaKohen or an earlier namesake is not known (Possible; the stone carries no HaKohen).

Sachne Hinde, a young unmarried woman, daughter of Yaakov Zeev, d. 22 Iyar (year not legible), Siret New Cemetery, stone
AE-19 — the stone does not call her father the rabbi, so she may or may not be a daughter of R’ Yaakov Zeev of Sereth
(Possible).

Who was R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen’s father? Two Kohanim named Aizik lie in the Siret Old Cemetery in the right years to
be R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen himself, father of Reuven Mordechai (he had died by about 1832, when his grandson Eisig
was named for him): Aizik son of Eliezer Katz, d. 8 Nisan 5588 = 23 Mar 1828 (stone C-80), and Aizik son of Dov Katz, d.
23 Tammuz 5591 = 4 Jul 1831 (no. 251 in Silviu Sanie’s survey). Both stones carry the priestly hands. Neither names a child,
and no known grandchild was named Eliezer or Dov, so neither can be chosen (Possible, two competing candidates; a Meir
son of Eliezer Katz, d. about 1794 (stone dated 5554/1794), may be the first man’s brother). If either is right, the line reaches
a Kohen born in the mid-1700s. (Jewish Galicia and Bukovina, Siret Old Jewish Cemetery documentation, 2021–22)
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Searched for the 1600s, not reached (23 Oct 2026). The earliest documented ancestor on this tree is R’ Aryeh of Stryj, father
of R’ Yaakov Zeev, Rav of Sereth (born about 1764, died 1844), so Aryeh was born before about 1745. Both sources that
name him give no father: the rabbi’s stone I-33 reads “Yaakov Zeev bar Ari’ of blessed memory, of Stryj”, and the
introduction to Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita 1938) says only “ben Aryeh”. The six books of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher of
Banila name him only as “Yaakov Zeev ben Zvi” (Shiloh, title page) and print no family lineage; no printed lineage for the
Rav of Sereth was found. The Siret Old Cemetery has 288 documented stones from 1750 on, the generation born in the late
1600s, but no stone there can be tied to the family. The Rădăuți and Volovăț registers (JewishGen Bukovina vital records,
Suceava County archives) take the line no further than Ruben Mordko Brecher and Rifka née Salzberger of Sereth.

Searched again for the 1600s (23 Oct 2026, evening): nothing found that names R’ Aryeh of Stryj’s father. Sefer Stryj (Tel
Aviv, 1962), pp. 17–33 (JewishGen translation), names a Leib, silk merchant, in the 1743 Stryj fire-damage list, and a Rabbi
Zeev Wolf, head of the Stryj court (“from 1632” as printed, in a list of 18th-century rabbis). Those names echo “Aryeh of
Stryj” and his son “Yaakov Zeev”, but nothing ties either man to the family, so neither is a candidate (not even Possible). The
fathers of the two Aizik Katz candidates, Eliezer Katz and Dov Katz, have no stones among the 1,475 documented Siret
epitaphs, so neither line goes further back.

Josef Brecher of Siret as a guardian, 1910. A court notice of July 1910 names “the minor Safta Topala, through her guardian
Josef Brecher, Advokaturskandidat (candidate lawyer) in Sereth”. It confirms that Josef Brecher of Siret was a candidate
lawyer in 1910, between his law studies (1903–06) and “Dr. J. Brecher” (1911). Safta Topala is not a family member, and the
notice says nothing about Josef’s own parents. (Czernowitzer Zeitung, 22 Jul 1910, p. 4; ANNO: https://anno.onb.ac.at/
cgi-content/anno?aid=cez&datum=19100722&seite=4) Record Confirmed; kinship to our line still Possible.

Feiwel, Simche and Jossel Brecher, 1905–1914. Feiwel (Feibel) Brecher of Theodorestie (Todirești, near Suceava) appears in
an engagement notice “Anna Malek – Feiwel Brecher, engaged” (Czernowitzer Tagblatt, 13 Oct 1905, p. 8) and in court
notices of the Suczawa district court in 1912, 1913 and 1914. The June 1912 notice was brought by Feiwel against Simche
Brecher and Jossel Brecher, “whose whereabouts are unknown”. No notice says how the three were related, and none names
a parent. (Czernowitzer Zeitung, 11 Jun 1912, p. 7; 22 Feb 1913, p. 4; 14 Feb 1914, p. 5.) Possible kin only, not on the tree.

Isser Brecher, born 1890, of Wolczynetz (Volcineț), Sereth district, an infantryman, is listed as a prisoner of war in Russia in
the Austrian casualty list of 28 Jan 1916, p. 9 (ANNO: https://anno.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/anno?
aid=vll&datum=19160128&seite=9). Possible kin only; no parents named. The same man is very probably Isser Brecher,
born 10 Jul 1890 at Volcineț, merchant of Siret, who married Rosa Surkes at Vicovu de Sus in 1921; he carried his mother
Malke Brecher’s surname (father David Meth of Sereth). See “Brechers not yet connected” on the Latest page. Kinship to
our family Possible.

Other Brechers in the Bukovina press, 1863–1911, none tied to our line: Adolf Brecher, “Privater aus Sereth”, a visitor at
Franzensbad spa (2 Aug 1908); “Chalin” (probably Chaim) Brecher, in a list of donors to the 1911 flood relief
(Czernowitzer Zeitung, 9 Nov 1911, p. 4); Mordko Hersch Brecher in a court notice of 11 Jul 1906 (his town is not legible);
Israel Brecher in Czernowitz court notices of 1865 and 1868; and Berl Leib and Malka Brecher of Sadagura (court notice
from Sadagura, Bukowina, 1 Sep 1865). Listed so they are not searched again. Possible kin at most.

Searched for the parents of Reuven Mordechai Brecher HaKohen and of Rivka Salzberger (23 Oct 2026, evening). The full
text of the Czernowitz German-language papers 1862–1919 has no Salzberger of Siret at all and no Ruben, Riwen or
Mordko Brecher of Siret. Nothing names Reuven Mordechai’s mother or Rivka’s mother. Their fathers stay as they are on
the tree: R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen (stone G-35) and R’ Yaakov Zeev, Rav of Sereth (Likely).

The 1928 notices name five sons of Ettel Brecher née Weissbach: Josef, Moritz, Alter, Friedrich and Ludwig Brecher, living
at Pojorâta (Câmpulung district). Isak of Banila, son of the first wife Liba, is not among them, so they may be her sons from
an earlier marriage. Whose sons they are is open (Possible); they are not shown on the tree as R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf’s sons
(Ostjüdische Zeitung, 29 Jul 1928, p. 6 and 24 Aug 1928, p. 4).
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A Jankel Brecher died at Rădăuți on 25 Feb 1890 aged 34 (Rădăuți deaths vol. 3 p. 68 no. 24). The index gives him no
spouse, parents or house, so it is not known whether he was Jankel Wolf, Edel Fischler’s husband. If he was, Jankel Wolf
cannot be Eisig’s son Jankel, who was alive on 18 Mar 1890; if not, the link to Eisig stays open. Possible only (Reisch “Seven
Seals” Rădăuți indexes).

Mayer Brecher, born at Rădăuți on 14 Dec 1874, son of Hersch Brecher and Henzie née Kurman (Rădăuți births vol. 1 p. 81
no. 134). The record is Confirmed; a link to our line is Possible only.

Other Brecher families of Siret in the Rădăuți registers, probably not of our priestly line: David Brecher of Siret (b. c. 1825,
d. 31 Mar 1920 aged 95) and Chaje Breier, married (civil) 26 Jan 1881; their son Moses Breier alias Brecher married
Scheindel Halpern in 1902, and his stone reads “Moshe ben David” without HaKohen. Also Mendel Brecher × Beile
Sommer (1901) and Leib Brecher × Czarne Löbel (1920). Records Confirmed; kinship Possible that they are unrelated
(Reisch “Seven Seals” Rădăuți marriage and death indexes).

Mancie Brecher married Jakob Jossel Hörer at Rădăuți on 19 Jun 1890 (vol. II p. 94 no. 10), the entry right after Eisig’s 1890
marriage; the record is Confirmed, her parents are not in the index (an unchecked reading makes her a daughter of Fischel
Brecher of Siret). Fischel Brecher was a co-owner of a Siret property with Eisig and Aron Leib Brecher (Czernowitzer
Zeitung, 26 Apr 1912, p. 6). Fischel as Eisig’s brother, and Mancie as his niece: Possible.

Dr Josef Brecher, a Siret-born lawyer: a student of Siret in 1903, a trainee advocate in Siret by 1910, and by 1923–24 “our
countryman Dr Josef Brecher in New York”, who sent money to the Jewish home for the aged in Siret and passed on gifts
from the Young Sereth Society of New York (Ostjüdische Zeitung 17 Aug 1923 and 29 Nov 1924; Czernowitzer Tagblatt 3
Jul 1903; Czernowitzer Zeitung 22 Jul 1910). Records Confirmed; one man Likely; kinship to Eisig unknown.

Leiser Brecher of Siret: treasurer of the Siret “Erez Israel” society in 1922 and a member of Siret’s appointed town council
from November 1928 (Ostjüdische Zeitung, 23 May 1922; Czernowitzer Morgenblatt, 30 Nov 1928). Records Confirmed;
kinship unknown.

The name “Rifka Brecher” alone proves nothing: at least three women of that name lived in Bukovina in the same years (our
Rivka of Siret, d. 1890; Rifka, mother of Dr Ignatz Brecher, d. Czernowitz 1909; and others in the indexes). Our Rivka rests
on the 1890 register and the 1869 birth entry; the Siret stone BC-17 is very probably hers (it gives no surname or husband).

Dr I. (Isiu) Salzberger was Banila’s physician in the 1920s–30s and served on the same committees as Jakob and Isak Brecher;
same surname as Rivka’s family; kinship Possible only (Ostjüdische Zeitung, 19 Jul 1932, p. 3).

Earliest records (possible links): Isaac Kohan (also written Kohen), a taxpayer of the Suczawa Jewish community, family 117,
3rd quarter 1789, and his son Samuel Kohen, born 4 June 1789 — the earliest dated record yet of a Kohen named Isaac in
the community that then included the Jews of Sereth. The records are Confirmed. The 1789 pages give no place of residence
and no father’s name, so whether he was of Sereth or Suczawa, and whether he is R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen or either Aizik
Katz of the Siret stones, cannot be shown: Possible only (DAChO f. 1, op. 1, spr. 183, pp. 13, 30, 38, 40; scans in the
documents archive).

Earliest records (possible links): “Isaac Kahan” at Sereth, 26 February 1799, lodging with Joseph Achenwal, on a list of Jews
found off the registers during the community inspections; the list notes that he and Michael Kentzinger had been sent away
from the community some years before. The record is Confirmed; that he is Isaac Kohan of 1789 is Likely (same
community, his host Joseph Achenwal was a community elder in 1789, and Kentzinger was family 62 on the 1789 list); any
tie to our family is Possible (DAChO f. 1, op. 1, spr. 925, pp. 46–47).

Earliest records (possible links): Michael Korber, Jewish farmer at Muschenitza (Mușenița, about 12 km from Siret), on the
Suczawa community’s 1797 tax list, family 68, first tax class. The record is Confirmed — the original, ten years earlier,
behind the 1807 lead on Reize Korber’s card. Kinship to Reize Korber, Mendel Korber or the Siret Korbers is Possible only
(DAChO f. 1, op. 1, spr. 925, p. 29).
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Earliest records (possible links): Meir son of Eliezer Katz, Siret Old Cemetery, Sanie no. 186: “פ״נ איש הר״ר מאיר בהר״ר
.died 8 Tevet 5554 — 11 December 1793 by the Hebrew date (the cemetery survey files the stone under 1794) ,”אליעזר כ״ץ
Priestly hands are carved on the stone, so he was a Kohen. Same father’s name as Aizik son of Eliezer Katz (d. 1828): a
Possible brother; nothing on paper links him to the Brechers (Jewish Galicia & Bukovina tombstone record 226544, https://
jgaliciabukovina.net/226544/tombstone/tombstone-meir-son-eliezer-katz).

Searched (27 October 2026, the earliest lists): the 1792 Bukovina Jewish tax book covers only the Czernowitz district and
does not reach Sereth or Suczawa; the 1797 and 1798 Sereth and Suczawa taxpayer lists name no Katz, Kohen, Brecher,
Breher, Salzberger or Frohner, and no Korber except Michael at Muschenitza (the families then carried imposed German
surnames); the 1774 Moldavian census gives head-counts only for Siret and Suceava, with no names. Hebrew books: no
Kohen of Sereth or Suczawa appears in the approbation and subscriber indexes for 1750–1830; Sereth subscribers first
appear in 1836 (Limudei HaTeva, Czernowitz), seven names, none ours.
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Witness signatures “Hersch Rosenstrauch” and “Eisig Brecher” in the
Rădăuți Jewish marriage register, 19 November 1902 (Jurgrau–Hass
marriage). The record is Confirmed; that the witness is our Eisig
Brecher HaKohen, then about 70 and living in Rădăuți, is Possible,
leaning Likely — perhaps the only known handwriting of Eisig. The
Rădăuți birth, marriage and death indexes (1857–1929) show only
one Eisig Brecher, who died in 1911 aged 79. POSSIBLE–LIKELY

Yossi Yagur, “Genealogical Data in the Archives of South Bukovina”, Israel
Genealogical Society journal (Sharsheret Hadorot), PDF p. 4, fig. 3 — photograph
by Dorin Fraenkel

"…together with my wife Mrs. Liba, may she live": R' Yaakov Zeev
Wolf Brecher, Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg 1902), p. 5. CONFIRMED

HebrewBooks.org no. 35017

"Today, 28 Menachem Av, the yahrzeit of my first wife Mrs. Liba":
Katuv Yosher (Czernowitz 1925), introduction. CONFIRMED

HebrewBooks.org no. 7511

Atilie Brecher of Óradna, native of Bukovina, who opened her house
to refugees in World War I. Katuv Yosher (Czernowitz 1925) (record
Confirmed; kinship: Possible). CONFIRMED

HebrewBooks.org no. 7511

Epitaph for Zvi son of Reuven Mordechai Kohen Brecher (d.
Jerusalem 1908), "his sons four and one daughter". CONFIRMED

Sefer HaAdam, HebrewBooks.org no. 26795

Wedding poem for "my kinsman Shmerl Salzberg son of Zalman
Yehuda" and Malka Rudich (that this Salzberg family is Rivka
Salzberger’s: Likely). CONFIRMED

Sefer HaAdam, HebrewBooks.org no. 26795
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Sereth entries in the list of Galician and foreign Jews found at the
visitation, c. 1799, incl. no. 7 Isaac Kahan (record Confirmed; link to
our Kohanim of Sereth: Possible). CONFIRMED

State Archives of Chernivtsi Oblast 1/1/925, via Wikimedia Commons (public
domain)

No. 227 "Eva Fronerin", Sadagura, Bukovina Jewish tax list 1797
(record Confirmed; link to Freide Frohner’s family: Possible). 

CONFIRMED

State Archives of Chernivtsi Oblast 1/1/925, via Wikimedia Commons (public
domain)

Baltimore, April 1950: Leon Brecher (54, born Austria) and his wife
Fannie, both running a retail liquor store, with their son Max, their
daughter Hanna and her husband Albert Rudman. CONFIRMED

1950 US Census, Baltimore City, Maryland, ED 4-777, sheet 25, lines 13–17;
National Archives and Records Administration (public domain).

The Bronx, April 1950: Harry Brecher (born Romania) and his wife
Mollie (born Austria) with their daughter Sarah and son Arthur. 

LIKELY

1950 US Census, Bronx County, New York, ED 3-2020, sheet 9, lines 15–18;
National Archives and Records Administration (public domain).

S.S. Rotterdam, sailed 8 January 1921: Chaim Gensler (56, salesman),
Heine Gensler (53) and Fany Gensler (24) of Draczinetz, Bukovina,
bound for Brooklyn. CONFIRMED

Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, 1897–1957, NARA
T715, roll 2912, List 12, lines 6–8; image via FamilySearch (ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-C955-RQ6S-3).

S.S. Rotterdam, sailed 8 January 1921: Jacob [Leon] Brecher, 26,
student, of Siret, bound for Brooklyn; nearest relative Marcus
Brecher, Siret. LIKELY

Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, 1897–1957, NARA
T715, roll 2912, List 21, line 10; image via FamilySearch (ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
C955-RQHC-H).

The Bronx, 1940: Harry Brecher (born Romania) and his wife Mollie
(born Austria) at 1310 Morris Avenue with their children Rachel
(23), Sarah (21), Ruth (17) and Otto [Arthur] (12). CONFIRMED

“United States Census, 1940”, Bronx, New York, ED 3-201, sheet 1A; NARA
T627; image via FamilySearch (ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MY-6SXB).

The Older Brechers in Bukovina

221



Shiloh, p. 43: R' Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher notes his father's journey
to the Land of Israel, 12 Av 5668 (9 August 1908). CONFIRMED

HebrewBooks.org

Katuv Yosher, p. 19: R' Yaakov Zeev Wolf buys half-boots for 'my
little daughter', a refugee winter, 1916. CONFIRMED

HebrewBooks.org
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Gravestone of Yitzchak (Isak) Brecher HaKohen, son of R' Yaakov
HaKohen, d. 9 Kislev 5739 (1978), Holon CONFIRMED

Chevra Kadisha Tel Aviv-Yafo burial register (gravez.me)

Gravestone of Devorah (Dora) Brecher, daughter of R' Israel Haber,
d. 1 Iyar 5753 (1993), Holon CONFIRMED

Chevra Kadisha Tel Aviv-Yafo burial register (gravez.me)
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Petition for naturalization of Jacob (Leo) Brecher, Baltimore, filed 2
March 1927: born 15 September 1895 in Bukovina, arrived on the
S.S. Rotterdam 19 January 1921, wife Fanny, son Max; asks that his
name be changed to Leo Brecher. CONFIRMED

Naturalization Petitions of the U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland,
1906–1930 (NARA M1640, roll 32), petition no. 9144; image via FamilySearch
(ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS9Z-RS1K).

Declaration of intention of Leo Brecher, Brooklyn, 13 June 1922:
clerk, 27, born in Bukovina 15 September 1895, living at 665
Sackman Street with his wife Fanny. CONFIRMED

Supreme Court of the State of New York, Kings County, Declaration of Intention
no. 141057; filed with Maryland petition no. 9144 (NARA M1640, roll 32);
image via FamilySearch (ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS9Z-RSTS).

S.S. Rotterdam, arrived 19 January 1921, List 21 line 10 (right-hand
page): Jacob [Leon] Brecher, born at Gura Humora, going to his
brother-in-law Josef Dulberg, 1614 East 5th Street, Brooklyn. 

CONFIRMED

Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, 1897–1957, NARA
T715, roll 2912, List 21, line 10; image via FamilySearch (ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
C955-RQHX-P).

S.S. Rotterdam, arrived 19 January 1921, List 12 lines 6–8 (right-
hand page): Chaim, Heine and Fany Gensler, going to Chaim's son-
in-law J. Dulberg, 1614 East 5th Street, Brooklyn. CONFIRMED

Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, 1897–1957, NARA
T715, roll 2912, List 12, lines 6–8; image via FamilySearch (ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-C955-RQHM-5).
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Lemberger Zeitung, 31 October 1845, p. 668: the Suczawa donors to
flood relief, among them Froim Brecher and Fischel Brecher. 

CONFIRMED

Lemberger Zeitung, 31 Oct 1845, p. 668; ANNO – Austrian Newspapers Online,
Österreichische Nationalbibliothek.

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 27 April 1869: the firm Rifka Brecher, mixed
goods, Czernowitz, with Juda Brecher as authorised manager, entered
in the commercial register. Not our family: the firm belonged to
Rifka, wife of the Czernowitz merchant Juda Brecher and mother of
Dr Ignatz Brecher (Wiener Zeitung, 1 May 1869; Czernowitzer
Tagblatt, 21 Apr 1907 and 29 Jun 1909). CONFIRMED

Czernowitzer Zeitung, 27 Apr 1869, p. 3; ANNO – Austrian Newspapers Online,
Österreichische Nationalbibliothek.

The shared stone of Yitzchak (Isak) Brecher HaKohen of Banila, son
of R’ Yaakov HaKohen, who died 9 Kislev 5739 (9 December 1978),
and his wife Devorah (Dora) Brecher née Haber, who died 1 Iyar
5753 (22 April 1993). Holon Cemetery. CONFIRMED

Photo: BillionGraves (volunteer upload by “LaKe”, 2015), records 14333290 and
14333291: https://billiongraves.com/grave/%D7%99%D7%A6%D7%97%D7%A7-
%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%A8/14333290

The gravestone of Fanny (Fruma Yetta) Brecher née Gensler, wife of
Leon Brecher, 13 November 1895 – 31 May 1984. Shaarei Tfiloh
Cemetery, Baltimore County, Maryland. CONFIRMED

Photo: Find a Grave (volunteer upload, 2018), memorial 113946163: https://
www.findagrave.com/memorial/113946163/fanny-brecher
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Marriage certificate of Joseph (Joseph Ira) Brecher, a cloak foreman of
519 East 79th Street, and Annie Rita Jaffe, Manhattan, 2 July 1911:
the groom’s parents are Jacob W. Brecher and Bessie Rosenblatt. 

CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, marriage certificate M-
M-1911-0015342 (Manhattan): https://a860-historicalvitalrecords.nyc.gov/view/
8590158

Death certificate of Miriam Brecher née Langsner, widow of
Abraham Brecher, Manhattan, 6 February 1944: born 1 January 1874
in Romania, daughter of Mordcha Langsner and Bela; the informant
was her son Harry Brecher. (The medical section is greyed out.) 

CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, death certificate D-
M-1944-0003398 (Manhattan): https://a860-historicalvitalrecords.nyc.gov/view/
7251936
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The grave marker of Eva L. (Eva Leah) Brecher née Tuttman, 1868–
1944, widow of Max Brecher of Siret: “Mother”. Mount Hebron
Cemetery, Queens. LIKELY

Photo: Find a Grave (volunteer upload), memorial 77397751: https://
www.findagrave.com/memorial/77397751

The Max Brecher family row at Mount Hebron Cemetery, Queens:
the marker of Morris Brecher (1896–1974), son of Max and Eva,
“Brother – Uncle”, with the edge of his uncle Josef (Joseph) Brecher’s
marker (1951). LIKELY

Photo: Find a Grave (volunteer upload), memorial 77397762: https://
www.findagrave.com/memorial/77397762

The grave plaque (gravestone) of Hannah Rudman, 7 Mar 1927 – 25
Jul 1986, Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore, plot K-478. Its Hebrew
line names her “bat R’ Yaakov Aryeh HaKohen” — her father’s
Hebrew name exactly as on Leon Brecher’s stone, so Hannah is
Leon’s daughter. CONFIRMED

Photo: Find a Grave (volunteer upload by “Gypsy Joyce”), memorial 126944465,
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/126944465/hannah-rudman

The joint family gravestone inscribed BRECHER / RUDMAN,
Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore, Section K: the stone of Hannah
(Brecher) and Albert Rudman (a different stone from Leon and
Fanny’s BRECHER stone with the Kohanim hands). CONFIRMED

Photo: Find a Grave (volunteer upload by “Gypsy Joyce”), memorial 126944465,
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/126944465/hannah-rudman (the same
photo is on memorial 126944464)
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The grave plaque (gravestone) of Albert Rudman, Hannah’s husband
— in Hebrew Avraham ben R’ Dov Ber — 2 Jun 1920 – 26 Dec
2003, Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore, plot K-477. 

CONFIRMED

Photo: Find a Grave (volunteer upload by “Gypsy Joyce”), memorial 126944464,
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/126944464/albert-rudman

The Great Synagogue of Gura Humorului, as it stood in 2010 — the
town Leon (Jakob Leib) Brecher gave as his birthplace in 1921. 

CONFIRMED

Photograph by Cezar Suceveanu, 2010, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons
(File:Sinagoga_Mare_din_Gura_Humorului.jpg)

The Jewish Temple (Great Synagogue) of Rădăuți in 2009, a second
view — the town of Eisig and Lea Brecher, their son Abraham and
granddaughter Ida. CONFIRMED

Photograph by Cezar Suceveanu, 2009, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons
(File:Templul_evreiesc_din_Rădăuţi.jpg)

Rădăuți civil marriage register, 15 March 1890: “Eisig Leib Brecher,
geboren in Sereth, Geschäftsmann zu Radautz, Sohn der Eheleute
Mordko Brecher u. der Rifka Salzberger aus Sereth” — Eisig Leib
Brecher, born in Siret, businessman in Rădăuți, son of Mordko
Brecher and Rifka Salzberger of Siret; aged 58. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil registers, Suceava county branch of the Romanian National
Archives; photograph from the Radautz Vital Records Index project (Bruce Reisch
and Edgar Hauster), received 19 October 2026
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The bride in the same entry: “Lea Bernstein, geb. in Czernowitz,
Tochter des Benjamin Hersch Bernstein u. der Chaje geb. Frenkel aus
Buczacz” — Lea Bernstein, born in Czernowitz, daughter of
Benjamin Hersch Bernstein and Chaje née Frenkel of Buczacz; aged
58. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil registers, Suceava county branch of the Romanian National
Archives; photograph from the Radautz Vital Records Index project (Bruce Reisch
and Edgar Hauster), received 19 October 2026

The remark Eisig signed on 18 March 1890, three days after the civil
marriage, declaring as his and Lea’s the children born before it:
“M[ania?] 34 J. alt, Jankel 31 J. alt, Abraham 26 J. alt, Ruchel 23 J. u.
Riwen Mordche 21 J. alt”. The first name is hard to read. Meir is not
among the five. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil registers, Suceava county branch of the Romanian National
Archives; photograph from the Radautz Vital Records Index project (Bruce Reisch
and Edgar Hauster), received 19 October 2026

Rădăuți civil death register, January 1911: Eisig Brecher,
Getreidehändler (grain dealer), of Fratautzergasse 45, aged 79; died 19
January, buried 21 January 1911. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil registers, Suceava county branch of the Romanian National
Archives; photograph from the Radautz Vital Records Index project (Bruce Reisch
and Edgar Hauster), received 19 October 2026

Rădăuți civil death register, January 1916: “Lea Brecher,
Hausbesitzerin, Witwe nach Eisig Brecher” — house owner, widow of
Eisig Brecher, of Fratautzergasse 45, aged 85; died 16 January, buried
18 January 1916. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil registers, Suceava county branch of the Romanian National
Archives; photograph from the Radautz Vital Records Index project (Bruce Reisch
and Edgar Hauster), received 19 October 2026
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Rădăuți birth register, 1 March 1869: Riwen Mordche, son of Eisig
Brecher, mill tenant at Volovăț, and Lea Bernstein; the entry names
Eisig’s parents as Ruben Mordko Brecher and Rifka née Salzberger of
Siret. CONFIRMED

Rădăuți Jewish civil registers, Suceava county branch of the Romanian National
Archives; photograph from the Radautz Vital Records Index project (Bruce Reisch
and Edgar Hauster), received 19 October 2026

Notice of the Rădăuți stud-farm directorate, October 1866: its 14
flour mills offered for lease from 1 January 1867 to the end of 1869.
The row for Wolowetz (Volovăț) — newly built of soft material, one
milling and one bolting run, 2 Joch 649 square fathoms, 715 florins a
year — is the mill where Eisig Brecher was mill tenant in 1869. 

CONFIRMED

Bukowina (Czernowitz), 24 Oct 1866, p. 4, notice no. 1532 — ANNO / Austrian
National Library

Gura Humorului, November 1911: through the efforts of Leo
Brecher and Ulrich Frohner a Jewish social club is founded; Leo
Brecher is elected chairman, Wolf Ellenbogen deputy, Ulrich Frohner
secretary, and Moses Knobler among the members elected. The record
is Confirmed; whether Leo Brecher was kin to our line is Possible. 

POSSIBLE

Czernowitzer Allgemeine Zeitung, 10 Nov 1911, p. 5 — ANNO / Austrian
National Library

Bukowinaer Post, 25 April 1897: the Siret Passover-bread collection
for the poor; “Ch. Joel Brecher” among those giving 1 florin each. 

CONFIRMED

Bukowinaer Post, 25 Apr 1897, p. 3 — ANNO / Austrian National Library
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Ostjüdische Zeitung, 29 July 1928: Frau Ottilie Brecher née
Weissbach died at Banila on Friday 20 July, aged 60; her husband
Jakob Brecher gave the eulogy at her grave. CONFIRMED

Ostjüdische Zeitung, Czernowitz, 29 July 1928, p. 6 — difmoe.eu (Digitales Forum
Mittel- und Osteuropa)

Ostjüdische Zeitung, 28 April 1925: at Banila’s celebration of the
opening of the Hebrew University, “Herr Jacob Brecher, ein
bedeutender Talmudist” spoke (Likely R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf). 

LIKELY

Ostjüdische Zeitung, Czernowitz, 28 April 1925, p. 3 — difmoe.eu

Chedvat Yaakov, end of responsum 2 (scan p. 184): the Rav of Sereth
signs “the humble Yaakov Zeev Wolf, son of the late R’ Aryeh
Leibush, of blessed memory, residing here in the holy community of
Sereth.” This gives his father’s full name: R’ Aryeh Leibush of Stryj. 

CONFIRMED

Chedvat Yaakov (1938), via HebrewBooks.org no. 32333

Chedvat Yaakov, responsum 2 (scan p. 177): the statement the
responsum deals with is dated “Monday, Rosh Chodesh Elul
5572” (Aug 1812), when R’ Aryeh Leibush of Stryj was already “the
late”. Likely: the year rests on reading one letter (the other reading
would give 1772). LIKELY

Chedvat Yaakov (1938), via HebrewBooks.org no. 32333
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Gravestone of Yute, daughter of R' Baruch, granddaughter of the Rav
R' Yaakov Zeev of Sereth, an aged woman, who died on 26 Tevet 5674
(24 January 1914). Siret New Jewish Cemetery, stone K-51. 

CONFIRMED

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery documentation
(2022), stone K-51 — https://jgaliciabukovina.net/229636/tombstone/tombstone-
yute-daughter-baruch

The Brecher family stone of Arthur S. Brecher (born 30 March 1928,
died 11 February 2021), son of Harry and Mollie Brecher, and his wife
Laura Alma née Lyman (26 October 1932 – 31 May 2013). Toledo
Hebrew Cemetery, Rossford, Ohio, Section 10. CONFIRMED

Photo: Find a Grave (volunteer upload by J W McCain, 9 Apr 2021), memorial
223028823 — https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/223028823

Storozynetz (Storojineț), Bukovina: a picture postcard of about 1915
with views of the town, among them the synagogue. Selig and Feige
Rudich were buried in New York in the plot of the First Independent
Strozynetzer society. POSSIBLE

Unknown photographer, 'Storozynetz, views, synagogue', postcard c. 1915, via
Wikimedia Commons — https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Storozynetz,_views,_synagogue.jpg (public domain)

The synagogue on Poltavska Street in Mohyliv-Podilskyi (Moghilev),
photographed in 2017. Riwen Mordche Brecher and his wife Chana
Itte died in Moghilev, Transnistria, in 1941–42.
Haidamac, 22 Aug 2017, via Wikimedia Commons (monument of Ukraine
05-104-0046) — https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
05-104-0046_Mohyliv_Podilsky_SAM_4974.jpg (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Harry (Hersch) and Mollie Brecher with their children Rachel, Sarah,
Ruth and Seymour (later Arthur) in the 1930 U.S. census, the Bronx,
house no. 885: Harry, 44, a dry-goods merchant, and Molly, 36, both
naturalized; the four children born in New York. CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, New York, S.D. 25, E.D. 3-235, sheet 12A, lines 5–10,
enumerated 9 April 1930 by Dora Doerflinger (NARA T626; image via
FamilySearch, record 1:1:X7DN-BM5, image 3:1:33SQ-GRCP-SJX)

Harry and Mollie Brecher with their daughter Rachel (3½) in the
1920 U.S. census, Manhattan, enumerated 8 January 1920: Harry, 31,
born in Romania, arrived 1910, naturalized 1915, a salesman in a
dress-goods store; Mollie, 27, born in Romania, arrived 1910,
naturalized 1915; both Yiddish-speaking. (Their baby Sarah is listed
on the following sheet.) CONFIRMED

1920 U.S. Census, New York (Manhattan), New York, S.D. 1, E.D. 640, sheet 8B,
lines 98–100, enumerated 8 January 1920 (NARA T625; image via
FamilySearch, record 1:1:MJYY-42M, image 3:1:33SQ-GRF3-JP1)

Leon Brecher’s Second World War registration card (the “old man’s
draft”), Baltimore, 26 April 1942: Leon Brecher, 1800 Orleans Street,
aged 47, born 15 September 1895 in Austria; running a liquor store in
business for himself; contact Morris Binas, 1820 Orleans Street.
Signed “Leon Brecher”. Back: white, 5 ft 3 in, 120 lb, brown eyes,
black hair, moustache. CONFIRMED

U.S. Selective Service, World War II Registration Cards (Fourth Registration,
1942), Maryland, Local Board 18, Baltimore, serial U-0758 (NARA, Record
Group 147; image via FamilySearch, record 1:1:F3XL-NX3, image
3:1:S3HT-67D7-RJR)

Leon and Fannie Brecher with Max (9) and Hanna (3) in the 1930
U.S. census, Baltimore, house no. 2029: Leon, head, born in
Romania, Romanian-speaking, arrived 1921, naturalized, a
newspaper carrier; Fannie, born in Romania, arrived 1921; Max born
in New York, Hanna in Maryland. CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. Census, Baltimore City, Maryland, Ward 2, block 17, S.D. 4, E.D.
4-23, sheet 1A, lines 38–41, enumerated 5 April 1930 by Frank E. Johnson (NARA
T626; image via FamilySearch, record 1:1:X3WH-JC1, image 3:1:33S7-9RHQ-
RC3)
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Leon and Fannie Brecher and their children Max, Hannah and
Herman in the 1940 U.S. census, Baltimore, 1800 [Orleans St]: Leon,
44, born in Austria, naturalized, a tavern-keeper running his own bar-
restaurant; Fannie, 43, born in Austria; Max, 18, and Hannah, 13,
born in Maryland. (The details of the youngest son, who is living, are
masked.) CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, Baltimore City, Maryland, Ward 6, block 6, S.D. 3, E.D.
4-103, sheet 13B, lines 64–68, enumerated April 1940 (NARA T627; image via
FamilySearch, record 1:1:K76B-Y7Q, image 3:1:3QS7-89M1-CCRB)

Charles and Ida Schwartz in the 1940 U.S. census, Brooklyn, house
no. 450 [Willoughby Ave]: Charles, 62, born in Romania, a lamp
salesman on his own account; Ida, 46, born in Austria, naturalized;
with their daughter Lucille (details masked; a son, Marvin, follows on
the next sheet). LIKELY

1940 U.S. Census, Kings County (Brooklyn), New York, A.D. 6, block E, S.D. 10,
E.D. 24-763, sheet 9A, lines 38–40, enumerated April 1940 by Helen Kaufman
(NARA T627; image via FamilySearch, record 1:1:KQ1G-MB3, image 3:1:3QS7-
L9MY-5SJC)

Harry Brecher’s declaration of intention to become an American
citizen, New York County, 21 November 1910: aged 22, a tailor;
white, dark complexion, 5 ft 7 in, brown hair and eyes; born at
Mihăileni, Romania, 10 October 1888; living at 106 Ludlow Street;
came from Hamburg on the Amerika; last foreign residence Radautz,
Austria; arrived at New York 28 May 1910. Signed “Harry Brecher”. 

CONFIRMED

New York County Supreme Court, Declarations of Intention, 1910, vol. 50, no.
22368 (New York County Clerk; image via FamilySearch, “New York, County
Naturalization Records, 1791–1980”, record 1:1:QPQC-49DY, image 3:1:3QSQ-
G9M8-GGN2)

Selig Rudich, 48, and his daughter Ella, 24, from Storozynetz, arriving
at New York on the Niagara from Havre, 23 March 1913 (both pages
of the list: his wife stayed in Storozynetz; they were going to his son-
in-law in New York). CONFIRMED

New York Passenger Lists (NARA T715, roll 2035, p. 131), via FamilySearch,
record 1:1:JN16-Z53. Public domain.
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Selig Rudich’s petition for naturalization, Supreme Court, New York
County, 1920: a cutter, born in Bukovina on 15 February 1866, with
his wife Bertha and their children Bertha, Minnie, Yetta, Louis,
Samuel and Isidore. CONFIRMED

New York County naturalization records (NY Supreme Court), via FamilySearch,
record 1:1:WDQY-L3ZM. Public domain.

Death certificate of Isidor Rudich, 13, Mollie Brecher’s younger
brother, 91 Second Street, Manhattan, 24 June 1920; parents Selig
Rudich and Babza Lobel; buried at United Hebrew Cemetery.
(Medical section omitted.) CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Manhattan deaths 1920,
certificate 19779 (a860-historicalvitalrecords.nyc.gov/view/5399229)

Marriage of Yetta Rudich, Mollie Brecher’s sister, and Louis Steff,
Manhattan, 17 April 1921; her parents Selig Rudich and Balza
(Babtze) Lobel. Harry Brecher of 36 St Marks Place signed as a
witness. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Manhattan marriages 1921,
certificate 10682 (a860-historicalvitalrecords.nyc.gov/view/9466073)

Marriage of Bertha Rudich, Mollie Brecher’s sister, and Chaim
Szimon Lobel, butcher, Bronx Borough Hall, 31 August 1921;
witness her sister Minnie Feldman. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Bronx marriages 1921,
certificate 3829 (a860-historicalvitalrecords.nyc.gov/view/9528112)
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Marriage of Louis Rudich, Mollie Brecher’s brother, a butcher born
in Bukovina, and Lillian Shapiro, Brooklyn, 26 February 1928; his
parents Selig Rudich and Bertha Loebel. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Brooklyn marriages 1928,
certificate 3115 (a860-historicalvitalrecords.nyc.gov/view/9265790)

From the preface of Katuv Yosher: the book records “what befell me
when I fled from the cruel Cossacks”, in three parts — the flight from
home, the people of Transylvania, and a section of law. 

CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925])
— HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, scan p. 4

Katuv Yosher, June 1916: the refugee wagons pass Seletin and Șipot
and reach Kirlibaba, “the border of Siebenbürgen”. CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925])
— HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, scan p. 11

Katuv Yosher, July 1916: Hungarian law would not let Austrian
refugees stay; with officers’ help he was allowed to remain at Óradna
(Rodna). CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925])
— HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, scan p. 13
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Katuv Yosher: the move to Năsăud in September 1916, and the
journey home to Banila in September 1917. CONFIRMED

Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925])
— HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, scan p. 14

Late registration (1937) of the death of Juda Hersch Frenkel, aged 85,
at Buczacz in 1916; Jewish death register of Buczacz, entry 13. Very
probably the man of stone BH-28 (Likely); kinship to the family
Possible. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych, Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 4192, scan 6
(szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl)

Bistrița Jewish birth register (unit 118), entries 39–40: Roza (b. 25
Dec 1838) and David (b. 4 Aug 1838), children of Hoschia Brecher,
merchant of Sereth, and Malke Adelstein of Buczacz; both born at
Sereth and entered in 1889 from a naturalization document. One of
the Brechers of Sereth in Bistrița, not linked to the tree; a link to
Reuven Mordechai is only Possible. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, collection BN-
F-00055 (Jewish civil registers), inventory 166, unit 118, old folio 4 (now 5), PDF
page 6 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cota cid 9342297)

Bistrița Jewish birth register (unit 118), entries 41–45: Pepi née Amen
(b. Sereth 1837) and her children with David the distiller, born at
Sereth: Hermán 1859, Náthán 1861, József (Nachman Jossel) 1863
and Amália 1868; entered in 1889. The Brechers of Sereth in Bistrița,
not linked to the tree. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, collection BN-
F-00055 (Jewish civil registers), inventory 166, unit 118, old folio 5 (now 6), PDF
page 7 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cota cid 9342297)

Bistrița Jewish birth register (unit 118), entry 24: Sarolta, b. Besztercze
15 Jan 1873, daughter of Ruben, merchant, born at Sereth, and Fani
née Goldschläger of Botoșani; late registration of 1889. The Brechers
of Sereth in Bistrița, not linked to the tree. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, collection BN-
F-00055 (Jewish civil registers), inventory 166, unit 118, old folio 3 (now 4), PDF
page 5 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cota cid 9342297)
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Bistrița Jewish birth register (unit 118), entries 13–17: Eszter 1861,
Netti 1863, Lotti 1865, Tilli 1868 and Ignácz 1872, children of Eisik
Wolf, merchant, born at Sereth, and Jente Landi of Stanisławów; late
registration of 1891. A Bistrița namesake, not the Eisig of this tree. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, collection BN-
F-00055 (Jewish civil registers), inventory 166, unit 118, second section, PDF page
15 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cota cid 9342297)

Bistrița Jewish birth register (unit 121): Fischel, son of Eisig and Sime
(29 Feb 1872), and Markus (25 Aug 1878) and David (1 Mar 1880),
sons of Ruben and Feige, for whom Hoschia Brecher stood sandak.
The Brechers of Sereth in Bistrița, not linked to the tree. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, collection BN-
F-00055 (Jewish civil registers), inventory 166, unit 121, folios 8, 16 and 18, entries
65, 149 and 167 (descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cota cid 9342303)

Bistrița Jewish death register (unit 123), entry 16: Avner, son of Eisig,
died 1 April 1873, aged 4 years 8 months, in the upper suburb of
Bistrița. The Brechers of Sereth in Bistrița, not linked to the tree. 

CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, collection BN-
F-00055 (Jewish civil registers), inventory 166, unit 123, folio 3, PDF page 4
(descopera.arhivelenationale.ro, cota cid 9342305)
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Gravestone of Malka Frenkel, daughter of R' Aryeh, who died on the
4th day of Chol HaMoed Pesach 5666 (15 April 1906); Buczacz
Jewish cemetery, section BB, no. 29. Her kinship to the family is
Possible. CONFIRMED

Photo: Jewish Galicia & Bukovina (jgaliciabukovina.net), Buczacz field
documentation, August 2018 (Shlomi Golan, Meytal Sosnovik); https://
www.jgaliciabukovina.net/186775/tombstone/tombstone-malka-frenkel

Gravestone of Aizik son of Eliezer Katz, a Kohen (priestly hands),
died 8 Nisan 5588 (23 March 1828), Siret Old Jewish Cemetery,
C-80. One of two possible graves of R' Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen
(Possible). POSSIBLE

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Old Jewish Cemetery
documentation (2021–22), stone C-80 (https://jgaliciabukovina.net/226396/
tombstone/tombstone-aizik-son-eliezer-katz)
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Gravestone of Aizik son of Dov Katz, a Kohen (priestly hands), died
23 Tammuz 5591 (4 July 1831), Siret Old Jewish Cemetery (no. 251
in Sanie's catalogue). One of two possible graves of R' Yitzchak Aizik
HaKohen (Possible). POSSIBLE

Silviu Sanie, Dăinuire prin piatră (Bucharest 2000), no. 251, via Jewish Galicia
and Bukovina (https://jgaliciabukovina.net/226564/tombstone/tombstone-aizik-
son-dov-katz)

The Great Temple of Siret, a second view (August 2010). 
CONFIRMED

Photo: Cezar Suceveanu, 2010, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons; https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Templul_evreiesc_din_Siret3.jpg
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The Great Synagogue of Buczacz in 1921. Buczacz was the home of
the Frenkel and Knobler families: Sure Judith Knobler née Frenkel
and her daughter Chana Itte, wife of Riwen Mordche Brecher, were
born there. CONFIRMED

Photo: unknown photographer, 1921; public domain, via Wikimedia Commons;
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Buczacz,_Great_Synagogue.jpg

Buczacz in the 1920s: a general view of the town centre (picture
postcard “Buczacz. Widok ogólny”). CONFIRMED

Postcard, 1920s; public domain, via Wikimedia Commons; https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Buczacz,view_with_Great_Synagogue.jpg

The Jewish cemetery of Buczacz in May 2014. (The stone in front is
not a family stone; Malka Frenkel’s stone BB-29 stands in this
cemetery.) CONFIRMED

Photo: Renata Hanynets, 2014, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons; https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Buchach_Jewish_cemetery_01.jpg

The Jewish cemetery of Banila (today Banyliv, Ukraine) in 2015 —
the town of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila and his
family. CONFIRMED

Photo: Oholei Tzadikim, 2015, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons; https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Banyliv_Jewish_cemetery.jpg

The Older Brechers in Bukovina

241



The Great Synagogue of Stryj on a postcard of about 1900. Stryj was
the town of R’ Aryeh (Leibush), the oldest known ancestor; his son
R’ Yaakov Zeev, Rav of Sereth, is called “of Stryj” on his stone. 

CONFIRMED

Postcard, c. 1900; public domain, via Wikimedia Commons; https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stryj,Great_synagogue.jpg

The Old Jewish Cemetery of Siret, with its carved 18th- and early
19th-century stones. The stones of Reuven Mordechai Brecher
HaKohen (G-35), Rivka (Ruvtse) (BC-17), R’ Yaakov Zeev ben
Aryeh of Stryj, Rav of Sereth (I-33), and the two Aizik Katz
candidates stand in the Siret cemeteries. CONFIRMED

Photo: Jewish Galicia & Bukovina, documentation of the Old Jewish Cemetery of
Siret, 2021–22 (credited); https://jgaliciabukovina.net/226569/news/full-indexed-
catalog-old-jewish-cemetery-siret-online-now

Marriage of Abraham Bercie Fränkel, Zabłotów, 1899 (act 9): born in
Buczacz, a single merchant living in Zabłotów, 44½, son of Leibisch
and Lea Fränkel of Buczacz; the bride Hinde Mineles, born in
Tarnopol, 40, daughter of Samuel Isak Mineles and Sprincie Wohl.
Leibisch and Lea Frenkel of Buczacz are also the named parents of
Sure Judith Knobler née Frenkel. CONFIRMED

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 3062 (Zabłotów Jewish marriages 1898–99), p.
10, act 9; image via JRI-Poland / AGAD metrykalia album, http://
agadd2.home.net.pl/metrykalia/300_new/album/3062/ (image
1_300_0_0_3062_0014.jpg)

Death of Bernhard, also Abraham Bercie, Fränkel, Zabłotów, 17
January 1907 (act 5): son of Leibisch and Lea Fränkel of Buczacz; 48,
married; buried 19 January. (Cause-of-death column cropped out.) 

CONFIRMED

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 4015 (Zabłotów Jewish deaths 1907), p. 1, act 5;
image via JRI-Poland / AGAD metrykalia album, http://agadd2.home.net.pl/
metrykalia/300_new/album/4015/ (image 1_300_0_0_4015_0001.jpg)
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The Jewish cemetery of Gura Humorului, June 2011. CONFIRMED

Photo: Cezar Suceveanu, 2011, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons; https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cimitirul_evreiesc_din_Gura_Humorului.jpg

Death of Iosefa (Josefa, known as Pepi) Brecher née Amen, wife of
Brecher Dávid (David the distiller), Bistrița, 19 November 1898 (act
239): born at Sereth, aged 59; her parents the late Márk Amen,
merchant of Sereth, and Róza Groper. A household of the Bistrița
Brechers; no link to our family is proven. (Cause-of-death line
cropped out.) CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, Bistrița civil
registers, deaths 1898, act 239 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?
cid=9464644)
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Marriage of Johanna (Chaje) Brecher, legally divorced from Mór
Rosenberger, and Ede (Izsák) Heller of Nagyvárad, Bistrița, 7 April
1903 (act 34): the bride born at Bistrița on 22 September 1873,
daughter of Brecher Dávid, spirits-factory owner, and his late wife née
Amen. A household of the Bistrița Brechers; no link to our family is
proven. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, Bistrița civil
registers, marriages 1903, act 34 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?
cid=9464641)

Death of Fany Brecher née Goldschläger, wife of Ruben Brecher,
merchant of Bistrița (not Reuven Mordechai of our tree), Bistrița, 6
July 1905 (act 169): born at Botoșani, aged 64; her father the late
Mendel Goldschläger. No link to our family is proven. (Cause-of-
death line cropped out.) CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, Bistrița civil
registers, deaths 1905, act 169 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?
cid=9464647)
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Marriage of Izabella Brecher, daughter of Ruben Brecher of Bistrița
and the late Fanni (Feige) née Goldschläger, and Mózes Stein of
Kissebes, born at Galgó, son of Izrael Stein, Bistrița, 7 October 1906
(act 85). Not the family of Reuven Mordechai of our tree; no link to
our family is proven. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Bistrița-Năsăud County Service, Bistrița civil
registers, marriages 1906, act 85 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?
cid=9464642)

Marriage of Brecher Hersch of Naszód, distiller, born at Sereth, 47, a
widower, son of the late Hoschia Brecher and Munia, and Lola
Weinberger of Kolozsvár, 42, a widow, daughter of the late Pál
Weinberger and Jozefa Heller, Kolozsvár (Cluj), 21 November 1893.
No link to our family is proven. CONFIRMED

Romanian National Archives, Cluj, Kolozsvár Jewish register, marriages 1893, p.
45, row 26 (https://descopera.arhivelenationale.ro/cota/?cid=13907026)
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Suczawa Jewish community taxpayers, 3rd quarter 1789: no. 113,
family 117, Isaac Kohan (written Kohen and corrected to Kohan).
The Suczawa community then included the Jews of Sereth (Siret).
The record is Confirmed; any tie to the Brecher Kohanim of Siret is
Possible only. CONFIRMED

State Archive of Chernivtsi Oblast (DAChO), f. 1, op. 1, spr. 183 (Jewish
inhabitants, 1789), p. 40 (PDF), via Wikimedia Commons, public domain Births in the Suczawa Jewish community, 2nd quarter 1789: family

117, Samuel Kohen, son, born 4 June; signed Suczawa 25 July 1789
by the elders Leib Feldberger and Joseph Achenwall. The record is
Confirmed; any tie to the Brecher Kohanim of Siret is Possible only. 

CONFIRMED

State Archive of Chernivtsi Oblast (DAChO), f. 1, op. 1, spr. 183 (Jewish
inhabitants, 1789), p. 30 (PDF), via Wikimedia Commons, public domain

Heading of the Suczawa Jewish community’s tax journal, 3rd quarter
1789 (“Journal pro III Quartal 1789 der Juden Gemeinde zu
Suczawa”), the list that names Isaac Kohan. CONFIRMED

State Archive of Chernivtsi Oblast (DAChO), f. 1, op. 1, spr. 183 (Jewish
inhabitants, 1789), p. 38 (PDF), via Wikimedia Commons, public domain
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Suczawa community taxpayers 1789 with the “Familie No.” column,
including Joseph Achenwall and family 62, Meichel Kenzinger (both
named again beside Isaac Kahan at Sereth in 1799). CONFIRMED

State Archive of Chernivtsi Oblast (DAChO), f. 1, op. 1, spr. 183 (Jewish
inhabitants, 1789), p. 39 (PDF), via Wikimedia Commons, public domain

List of unregistered Jews found during the community inspections,
1799; Sereth no. 7: Isaac Kahan, lodging with Joseph Achenwal.
Likely the same man as Isaac Kohan of 1789; any tie to our family is
Possible only. CONFIRMED

State Archive of Chernivtsi Oblast (DAChO), f. 1, op. 1, spr. 925 (Jewish taxpayers,
1797–1799), p. 46 (PDF), via Wikimedia Commons, public domain

End of the same list, dated Czernowitz, 26 February 1799. 
CONFIRMED

State Archive of Chernivtsi Oblast (DAChO), f. 1, op. 1, spr. 925 (Jewish taxpayers,
1797–1799), p. 47 (PDF), via Wikimedia Commons, public domain

Suczawa Jewish community taxpayers, 1797, families 55–68,
including Sereth households and no. 68, Michael Korber, farmer at
Muschenitza (Mușenița, about 12 km from Siret). The record is
Confirmed; a tie to Reize Korber and the Siret Korbers is Possible
only. CONFIRMED

State Archive of Chernivtsi Oblast (DAChO), f. 1, op. 1, spr. 925 (Jewish taxpayers,
1797–1799), p. 29 (PDF), via Wikimedia Commons, public domain
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The seven Sereth subscribers to Limudei HaTeva (Czernowitz 1836).
No family member is named; kept as the earliest printed list of Sereth
Jews found. CONFIRMED

Limudei HaTeva (Czernowitz 1836), scan via HebrewBooks.org no. 44864. Public-
domain book.

People of this chapter
R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj (c. 1764–1844) · Leah bat Yehuda (?–1844) · Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger (?–1890) · Reuven
Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher HaKohen (?–1868) · Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig Leib) Brecher HaKohen (c. 1832–1911) · 
Lea Brecher née Bernstein (c. 1831–1916) · Avraham Yehuda HaKohen (?–1894) · Yaakov Zeev HaKohen (?–1886) · Riwen
Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher (1869–1942) · Abraham Brecher (1864–bef. 1944) · Miriam (Mirjam) Brecher née Langsner
(1874–1944) · Benjamin Hersch (Binyamin Tzvi) Bernstein (?–bef. 1888) · Chaje Bernstein née Frenkel (?–bef. 1893) · Harry (Her‐
sch, Binyamin Tzvi) Brecher · Regina Brecher (1891–) · Mordke Brecher (1897–1898) · Ida (Chaje) Brecher Schwartz (1893–1976) · 
R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret (?–bef. 1868) · Zvi Hirsh HaKohen (?–1841) · Chaya Feige (?–1842) · Zvi (Hersch) Brecher
HaKohen (c. 1841–1908) · Chana Ruchama Brecher (?–bef. 1930) · R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila (1866–1941)
· Ester Michla (?–1870) · Reuven Mordechai Brecher (?–1917) · Mordechai Brecher · A daughter of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher · 
Aharon · Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty) Brecher née Knobler (c. 1871–1941) · Israel Feiwisch (Srul) Knobler (c. 1841–) · Sure Judith (Sara
Judit) Knobler née Frenkel (c. 1845–) · Rivka Brecher (c. 1892–1900) · Jakob Leib (Leon) Brecher · Moische Brecher (c. 1896–1896)
· Rebeka Brecher (1899–) · Clara Brecher (1900–) · Chaim Yoel (Chaim Joel) Brecher HaKohen (?–1941) · Chana Brecher (?–1941) ·
Jakob Wolf Brecher (1900–1903) · R’ Aryeh Leibush (of Stryj) (bef. c. 1745–bef. 1812) · R’ Yehuda (?–bef. 1844) · Avraham HaKo‐
hen (R’ Avraham Brecher of Safed) (c. 1800–1880) · Reuven HaKohen (bef. c. 1825–1845) · Aizik HaKohen (c. 1820–1841) · Mol‐
lie (Malka) Brecher née Rudich · Selig (Asher Zelig) Rudich (1866–1927) · Feige (Fagie) Rudich née Lobel (1866–1944) · Charles B.
Schwartz (b. 1876 · bur. 1976) · Fanny (Fruma Yetta) Brecher née Gensler (1895–1984) · Zlate (Zlata), daughter of Yitzchak Aizik
Katz (?–1834) · Liba Brecher (?–1902) · Yitzchak (Isak) Brecher HaKohen of Banila (1895–1978) · Devorah (Dora) Brecher née
Haber (1897–1993) · Max Isaac Brecher (1921–2012) · Beatrice May “Bessie” Brecher née Canter (1926–2001) · Hannah (Hanna)
Brecher Rudman (1927–1986) · Albert Rudman (1920–2003) · Sarah Brecher (c. 1919–) · Arthur S. Brecher (1928–2021) · Laura
Alma Brecher née Lyman (1932–2013) · Chaim (Hyman, Zvi) Gensler (c. 1861–c. 1926) · Heine (Hannah) Gensler née Herzig
(Herzog) (c. 1863–c. 1925) · Rachel Brecher (c. 1917–) · Ruth Brecher (c. 1923–) · Dora (Dara) Dulberg née Gensler (c. 1890–) · 
Joseph (Josef) Dulberg (c. 1887–) · Marcus (Mortko, Mordechai) Langsner · Beile (Bela) Langsner · Mania (?) Brecher (c. 1856–) · 
Jankel Brecher (c. 1859–) · Ruchel (Rachel) Brecher (c. 1867–) · Ottilie (Ettel, Etil) Brecher née Weissbach (c. 1868–1928) · Ethel
(Ella) Shapiro née Rudich (c. 1889–1919) · Bertha Lobel née Rudich (1896–) · Minnie Rudich (very probably Minnie Feldman)
(1898–) · Yetta Steff née Rudich (1900–) · Louis Rudich (1902–) · Samuel Rudich (1904–) · Isidor (Isidore) Rudich (1907–1920)
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191. 

192. 
193. 

194. 
195. 

196. 
197. 
198. 

199. 

200. 

201. 

202. 

203. 

204. 

205. 

206. 

207. 

208. 

209. 

210. 

211. 

212. 

213. 

214. 

The Older Brechers in Bukovina

254



C H A P T E R  F I V E

Wahrsager & Unger
Chyrów, Dobromil, Berlin and the Bronx
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E

Elias Wahrsager and Malka Unger
Chyrów, Dobromil, Berlin and the Bronx

lias (Elisha) Wahrsager was born on 23 May 1880 in Chyrów, in Austrian Galicia — his draft card of 1942
and his  Social  Security  claim give 23 May 1879 — a son of  HaRav Gavriel  HaKohen Gottesdiener  of
Chyrów, whose name is on Elias’s gravestone (Confirmed). His wife Malka (Mollie) Unger was born on 2

March 1880 in Dobromil, a few miles away; her father was Aryeh Leib — in full, Yehuda Aryeh — Unger. Their
eldest child, Sabina (Sara), was probably born on 1 September 1906 in Dobromil: her Social Security record,
which carries both her names, gives that date, and the ship’s list of 1927 makes her twenty and born in Dobromil
(Likely). Her husband’s declaration of 1934 gives 1 May 1908 in Berlin, but no Berlin birth of hers is indexed, and
her sister Röschen was born in Berlin on 29 April 1908. Kallmann (Charles) was born in Berlin on 30 September
1909 and Anne on 1 November 1914.

Elias’s name appears in the Berlin address books every year from 1909 to 1919, except 1911, at Saarbrücker Straße
33 in the north of the city — in the second rear building, second floor — as a leather worker, in 1916–17 as a
cardboard-box worker and in 1918 as a trader.

Elias and Malka Wahrsager and their children
Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen, b. 23 May 1880, Chyrów; son of Gavriel HaKohen; d. 11 Dec 1954, Bronx (17 Kislev
5715) = Malka (Mollie) Unger, b. 2 Mar 1880, Dobromil; daughter of Yehuda Aryeh (Leib) Unger; d. 3 Tammuz 5723 = 25
Jun 1963

Sabina (Sara), b. 1 Sep 1906, probably Dobromil (1 May 1908, Berlin, in her husband’s 1934 declaration); d. Apr 1988, the
Bronx = (14 Dec 1929) Paul Schiff, b. 10 May 1899/1900, Galicia; d. 18/19 Sep 1989, Bronx. Daughters: Rita, Arlene 

LIKELY

Kallmann (Charles), b. 30 Sep 1909, Berlin; furrier, Bronx; d. 20 Mar 1996, Riverdale, Bronx = Ruth née Seltzer (d. 16
Mar 2012 LIKELY ). Children: Stewart, Frances Marsha

Anne (Chana Pessel), b. 1 Nov 1914, Berlin (1913, Germany, in her father’s petition); d. 23 Jan 1997 = Alex (Shimshon)
Brecher

Earlier Wahrsagers and Ohers of Chyrów
An earlier Elias Wahrsager of Chyrów — Jacob Lische (Yaakov Elisha), a merchant — and his wife Chana Pessel
née Oher (c.  1812–1898) were very probably the grandparents of Elias Wahrsager born in 1880, through his
mother, a Wahrsager: he bore his grandfather’s name, and Anne’s Hebrew name, Chana Pessel, is her great-grand‐
mother’s  LIKELY .  Their daughter Hinde Glasberg née Wahrsager, born about 1842, died at Drohobycz on 20
March 1905; when her son Jacob Elische was born there in 1882, his birth entry named her father as “the late
merchant Jacob Lische Wahrsager” and her mother Chane as living in Chyrów. So Lische had died before January
1882 CONFIRMED . Hinde’s children were Chaja Lea (c. 1867–1934), Machle (b. 1877), Keile Sara (1879–80) and
Jacob  Elische  (1882–90).  Between  about  1880  and  1882  several  boys  in  Wahrsager-descended  families  were
named Elisha or Jacob Elisha, among them Elias (born in May 1880) and Hinde’s son Jacob Elische (1882). As a
child was named after a relative who had died, this suggests that Jacob Lische Wahrsager died about 1878–80, and
that Elias was probably his grandson through his mother (Likely, from family naming).
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Chana Pessel was the daughter of Hersch (Tzvi) Oher, timber merchant of Chyrów, and his wife Chaja, as her
death entry of 1898 records; in the 1853 property survey of Chyrów, Hersch Oher held house no. 29, a dwelling
with a workshop that he had inherited, and an earlier Elias (Lische) Wahrsager held house no. 207. The same 1853
survey lists a Jankel Gottesdiener holding houses 36 and 37, a dwelling and a workshop, as an established resident
of Chyrów; whether he was related to R’ Gavriel Gottesdiener is not known. Source: All Galicia Database (Gesher
Galicia), Chyrów Property Owners 1853 (Central State Historical Archives, Lviv, fond 186, opis 2, sprava 587)
and Chyrów Tabula Register 1803–1855. LIKELY
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Chyrów on the Austrian cadastral survey of 1853. House no. 207 in
the town centre belonged to an earlier Elias (Lische) Wahrsager, not
Anne’s father, a generation or two before the Elias Wahrsager born in
Chyrów in 1880. POSSIBLE

Cadastral map of Chyrów, 1853, Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine in
Lviv, fond 186 (Gesher Galicia Maps Project)

The death of Chane Pessel Wahrsager, née Oher, widow of Elisha
(Lisch) Wahrsager, a merchant of Chyrów, recorded at Drohobycz on
7 January 1898 at the age of 86. The names Elisha and Chana Pesel
return in the next generations as Elias Wahrsager and his daughter
Anne (Chana Pesel). POSSIBLE

Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, deaths 1898, Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych,
Warsaw, fond 300 (JRI-Poland)

The death of Hinde Glasberg, née Wahrsager, recorded at Drohobycz
on 20 March 1905 at the age of 63. The register names her parents as
Lische (Elisha) and Chana Wahrsager of Chyrów — the same couple
as Chane Pessel Wahrsager. Her place in the family of Elias Wahrsager
is possible but not established. CONFIRMED

Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, deaths 1905, p. 16 no. 80, Archiwum Główne
Akt Dawnych, Warsaw, fond 300, album 2400 (JRI-Poland)

Birth of Jacob Elische Glasberg, Drohobycz, 1882: his mother Hinde
is entered as the daughter of “the late merchant Jacob Lische
Wahrsager” and of Chane, living in Chyrów. CONFIRMED

Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, births 1882 (JRI-Poland)
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The wooden synagogue of Chyrów, the town of Elias Wahrsager’s
birth.
Unknown photographer, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

The synagogue of Dobromil, the town of Malka Unger’s birth, on a
postcard of about 1910.
National Museum in Lviv, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

The market square of Dobromil around 1910, with the printing
house of Abraham Turk.
Postcard published by Abraham Turk, Dobromil, public domain, via Wikimedia
Commons

Jewish shops on the main street of Dobromil in the 1920s.
Unknown photographer, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Dobromil, Malka Unger’s birthplace, in Adar I 5689 (February 1929):
the leaders of the Agudath Yisrael youth, photographed for the
wedding of their chairman.
Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, Jerusalem, 3393/4

Gavriel Gottesdiener (Katz) of Chyrów, named in the same family tree
as Elias’s father; Elias’s gravestone names his father as Gavriel
HaKohen. POSSIBLE

Family tree photograph (MyHeritage family tree, copied to Geni.com, 2015)
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Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager as a young man, cut from a group
photograph. Identification: family tree kept by descendants of Todres
Gottesdiener. LIKELY

Family tree photograph (MyHeritage family tree, copied to Geni.com, 2015)

Sara Mindel Gottesdiener, identified in a descendants’ family tree as
the mother of Elias. LIKELY

Family tree photograph (MyHeritage family tree, copied to Geni.com, 2015)

The Berlin address book for 1909: “Wahrsager, Elias”, leather worker,
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37. He is listed at the same address
every year until 1919. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1909

The Berlin address book for 1914, the year of Anne’s birth in Berlin:
Elias Wahrsager, leather worker, Saarbrücker Straße 33. 

CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1914

The Berlin address book for 1917: “Wahrsager, Elias,
Kartonnagearbeiter” (cardboard-box worker), Saarbrücker Straße 33. 

CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1917, p. 3118

The Berlin address book for 1918: Elias Wahrsager, now
“Handelsmann” (tradesman), still at Saarbrücker Straße 33. 

CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1918, p. 3009
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The Berlin address book for 1919, the last year in which Elias
Wahrsager appears at Saarbrücker Straße 33. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1919

The Gottesdiener Family of Chyrów
A  family  tree  kept  by  descendants  of  the  Gottesdiener  family  of  Chyrów  records  Elias  as  “Elisha,  Elias
Gottesdiener (Wahrsager)”, with his wife Malka and the children Ann (wife of Alex Brecher), Kalman and Sabina
(wife of Paul Schiff), and names his parents as Gavriel Gottesdiener (Katz) and Mindel; “Katz” is the Kohen name
that Elias’s stone confirms. POSSIBLE

The Jewish birth, marriage and death registers of Chyrów itself are not known to survive, so Elias’s own birth
entry, which would name his mother, has not been found.

Elias’s  father,  Gavriel  HaKohen, is  named in print as  HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, the Rav of
Chyrów. The words come from the Tel Aviv paper HaBoker of 19 Jun 1941 (and the same report in HaSha’ah of
18 Jun 1941), announcing the early death in Jerusalem of Gavriel’s son Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener),
who was buried on the Mount of Olives. A Polish Jewish weekly of 1932, Tygodnik Żydowski of Tarnów, had
already described Dr Gottesdiener as born in Chyrów, the son of the town’s rabbi, ordained himself, and later a
doctor of the Lwów university and a teacher at the Tachkemoni schools in Białystok and Warsaw.

Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener, born in Chyrów about 1876, was most likely Gavriel’s son and a brother of
Elias (Likely). Dr Avraham Ovadia was Gavriel’s son by Feige (Feiga) née Dominitz. His marriage at Sambor
in 1922 (act no. 10) records him as Abraham Dominitz, properly Gottesdiener, then preparing for the rabbinate,
born on 27 May 1893 in Chyrów, son of the late Feige Dominitz, ritual wife of Gabryel Gottesdiener of Chyrów

CONFIRMED . So Feige had died before 1922, while Gavriel was still living, and Avraham was Elias’s half-brother. A
family tree kept by descendants of Todres Gottesdiener says more about her family. Per that tree, her brother
Yehuda Leibush Dominitz married Feiga Wahrsager of Chyrów and had one son, Zvi Natan Nata (Hersz Natan
Dominitz, b. Chyrów c.1869, who married Freida Reich in Przemyśl in 1898) LIKELY .

Marriage of Abraham Dominitz (properly Gottesdiener), Sambor, 1922, act no. 10: born 27 May 1893 in Chyrów, son of the late Feige
Dominitz, ritual wife of Gabryel Gottesdiener. CONFIRMED

Sambor civil marriage register, 1922, act no. 10 (Polish State Archives)

Wahrsager & Unger

262



In 1911, at about eighteen, Avraham signed a letter from Chyrów printed in the Orthodox paper Machzikei
HaDas as “Avraham Gottesdiener HaKohen” (Likely). He went to the Land of Israel in 1934 and worked in
Jerusalem as director of the Jewish Agency’s department for artisans and small trade; he was one of the founders
of the Mizrachi youth movement. He died in Jerusalem on the morning of 23 Sivan 5701 (18 June 1941), and the
funeral left his home at 25 Rehov Aza at noon, with eulogies by Chief Rabbi Uziel, Rabbi Meir Berlin and Rabbi
Fishman. The papers, which call him “son of Rabbi Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, the rabbi of Chyrów”, gave
his age as 44 or 45, which would place his birth about 1896–97; his marriage record of 1922 gives 27 May 1893.
He is buried on the Mount of Olives, in the Kehillat Yerushalayim section, block ח, row 1, grave 14, and his stone
reads: “the rabbi, scholar and author Dr Avraham HaKohen Ovadia (Gottesdiener), son of HaRav R’ Gavriel
HaKohen, dayan of Chyrów (Galicia)” CONFIRMED .

The Mount of Olives burial card of Dr Avraham HaKohen Ovadia
(Gottesdiener), son of HaRav Gavriel HaKohen, dayan of Chyrów:
died 23 Sivan 5701 (18 June 1941); Kehillat Yerushalayim block, plot
row 1, grave 14, with the words of his stone. CONFIRMED ,ח

Mount of Olives grave register (City of David), card 33138

The death of Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), “son of HaRav
Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, the Rav of Chyrów”, reported in
HaBoker, Tel Aviv, 19 Jun 1941. CONFIRMED

HaBoker, 19 Jun 1941 (National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press)

Obituary of Dr Avraham Ovadia in HaOlam, 1941, naming his father
Gavriel, rabbinic judge of Chyrów. CONFIRMED

HaOlam, 1941 (National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press)
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A letter from Chyrów signed “Avraham Gottesdiener HaKohen”, printed in Machzikei HaDas in 1911. LIKELY

Machzikei HaDas, 1911 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

Todres made wallets and leather cases. He lived in Kraków from about 1900 and in Vienna from 1909. His wife
was Feige (Friga, Franja) née Kleinmann of Radomyśl, daughter of Mendel and Chaja Kleinmann; their civil
marriage was registered in Vienna on 6 Sep 1914. Their sons Emanuel and Meilech (Emil) were born in Kraków,
and the Kraków birth entries name Todres as “of Suszyca, district of Stare Miasto”, the villages beside Chyrów.
Feige died in Vienna on 23 Apr 1931, aged 54, at Rembrandtstraße 24. Todres died in Vienna on 30 Oct 1941,
aged 65, and was buried on 4 Nov 1941. An older family account gives his death as 1940; the cemetery register
gives 30 Oct 1941.

Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener

Born c. 1876, Chyrów (from age 65 at death)

Father HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, Rav of Chyrów (Likely)

Trade maker of wallets and cases, Kraków, then Vienna

Wife Feige (Friga) née Kleinmann of Radomyśl, d. 23 Apr 1931, Vienna, aged 54

Her grave Vienna Zentralfriedhof, Gate IV, group 16c, row 4, grave 19

Sons Emanuel, b. 19 Jul 1900, Kraków; Meilech (Emil), b. 1902, Kraków

Died 30 Oct 1941, Vienna, aged 65; buried 4 Nov 1941

His grave Vienna Zentralfriedhof, Gate IV, group 21, row 38, grave 55
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Birth of Emanuel, son of Todres Gottesdiener “of Suszyca, district of
Stare Miasto, wallet-maker in Kraków” and Feige Kleinman, Kraków,
19 Jul 1900. CONFIRMED

Kraków Jewish birth register 1900, entry 541

Birth of Meilech (Emil), son of Todres Gottesdiener and Feige
Kleinman, Kraków, 1902. CONFIRMED

Kraków Jewish birth register 1902

A Gottesdiener Family in Przemyśl
Another family of the name lived in Przemyśl.  Pesche (Pesia) Gottesdiener and her husband Naftali  Reich, a
merchant, had a son, Jacob Hersch, born there in November 1861 in house no. 241 CONFIRMED , and a daughter,
Freida, who married into the Dominitz family in Przemyśl in 1898 — the family of Gavriel’s second wife. How
Pesche was related to Gavriel is not known. POSSIBLE

Birth of Jacob Hersch, son of Naftal Reich, merchant, and Pesche Gottesdiener, Przemyśl, November 1861 (entry 222, house no. 241). 
CONFIRMED

Przemyśl Jewish birth register, 1861

Malka’s Family
Malka’s sister was very likely  Jochwed Unger, born in Dobromil about 1889, daughter of Leib (Leibusz) and
Ryfka Unger of Kniażpol. She married Izak Sauer of Chyrów, son of Majer and Feiga Sauer, at Dobromil on 31
Oct 1920, before Rabbi Abraham Markus Rimalt (Likely).

Marriage of Izak Sauer and Jochwed Unger, daughter of Leib and Ryfka Unger of Kniażpol, Dobromil, 31 Oct 1920. LIKELY

Dobromil Jewish marriage register 1915–1940, entry 11 of 1920
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In America
Elias went ahead to America. He sailed from Antwerp to Canada on the S.S. Grampian in December 1920, giving
his father, “Gawriel Warsager” of Chyrów, as his nearest relative at home, and crossed into the United States in
January 1921, a leather worker leaving Malka in Europe; in 1922 he declared his intention to become a citizen, a
pocket-book maker at 136 East Broadway, and he was naturalized on 14 March 1927, with Morris and Abraham
Glasser of 1948 Prospect Avenue, the Bronx, as his witnesses. That September Malka sailed from Southampton
on the SS Majestic with Sabina (listed as Sarah, aged 20), Kallmann and Anna, to join him at 48 Clinton Street
(Likely). Anna, aged 13, became an American citizen through her father’s naturalization (Likely).

The family settled in the Bronx, a few streets from the Brechers. Sabina married Paul Schiff, a decorator from
Galicia, at 953 Fox Street on 14 December 1929. In 1930 Elias, Malka, Charles and Anne were counted together
in the Bronx; in 1940 Elias, Malka and Charles lived at 1035 Tiffany Street, and in 1942 Elias, then past sixty,
registered for the draft from 1702 Clay Avenue, where he and Malka still lived in 1950. Charles, a furrier, married
Ruth née Seltzer; in 1950 they lived in the Bronx with their son Stewart, and their daughter was Frances Marsha
(1951–1995).

Their son Stewart married Sandra Winkler, and their daughter Frances married Mark Friedlander; both marriages
are recorded in the New York City marriage licence index.

Charles died on 20 March 1996 in Riverdale, the Bronx, and is buried in Beth Moses Cemetery, in the plot of the
Sinai Fraternal Order; Ruth (28 April 1920 – 16 March 2012) lies in the same society plot. In 1940 Paul and
Sabina Schiff lived on East 172nd Street with their daughters Rita and Arlene; Sabina died in April 1988 and Paul
on 18  September  1989 (19  September  by  his  memorial),  and both  are  buried  in  Mount  Moriah  Cemetery,
Fairview, New Jersey (Likely). Elias died on 17 Kislev 5715 (11 December 1954, in the Bronx) and Malka on 3
Tammuz  5723  (25  June  1963)  in  the  town  of  Ramapo,  Rockland  County,  near  Monsey,  the  date  on  her
gravestone and in the New York State death index. Both are buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, Florida.
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The passenger list on which Elias Wahrsager entered the United States
from Canada in January 1921: a leather worker, aged 41, last resident
in Chyrów, whose wife Malka remained in Europe. CONFIRMED

St. Albans District manifests (NARA M1464), U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch) Elias Wahrsager’s border-crossing card, St. John, New Brunswick, 27

January 1921: born in Chyrów, Galicia; his wife Malka at home in
Chyrów; bound for his cousin Samuel Alexander at 63 Lewis Street,
New York. CONFIRMED

U.S. border crossings from Canada, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

The second page of Elias Wahrsager’s 1921 border-crossing list (line
11) describes him as 5 ft 2 in tall with brown hair and eyes, and gives
his birthplace as Chyrów, Poland; he was going to a cousin in New
York. CONFIRMED

Manifests of passengers arriving in the St. Albans, Vermont, District (National
Archives M1464), via FamilySearch, Vermont, St. Albans, Canadian Border
Crossings, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9981-Q31K-V

136 East Broadway, Manhattan, about 1940: Elias Wahrsager’s address
in 1922. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives
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Elias Wahrsager’s Declaration of Intention, New York, 28 January
1922, with his certificate of arrival: pocket-book maker, aged 41, born
23 May 1880 in Galicia; his wife Mollie then living in Germany. 

CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York,
petition file 91265 (FamilySearch, host)

Elias Wahrsager’s Petition for Naturalization, no. 91265, filed 15
November 1926: his wife Mollie, born 2 March 1880, and their
children. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York
(FamilySearch, host)

Detail of the 1926 petition: the children’s names, dates and places of
birth. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York
(FamilySearch, host)

The witnesses on Elias Wahrsager’s 1926 petition for naturalization:
Morris Glasser, a manufacturer, and Abraham Glasser, a tailor, both
of 1948 Prospect Avenue in the Bronx, who swore they had known
him since February 1921. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York
(FamilySearch, host)

Elias Wahrsager’s oath of allegiance, admitted to citizenship 14 March
1927, certificate no. 2393822. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York
(FamilySearch, host)

The White Star liner Majestic leaving Southampton in 1925, two
years before Malka Wahrsager and her children crossed on her to join
Elias in New York.
Central News / Agence Rol, Bibliothèque nationale de France (Gallica), public
domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Malka Wahrsager crossed from Southampton to New York on the
Majestic in September 1927 with three of her children, Sarah (later
Sabina), Kallmann (Charles) and Anna (Anne), aged 13. The list gives
Dobromil as the birthplace of Malka and Sarah (Sabina), and Berlin
for the two younger children. CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists (NARA T715), U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch)

The second page of the 1927 list: Malka and the children were going
to Elias Wahrsager at 48 Clinton Street on the Lower East Side. 

CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists (NARA T715), U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch)

48 Clinton Street, Lower East Side, about 1940: the address to which
Malka Wahrsager and her children came in September 1927. 

CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Certificate and Record of Marriage of Paul Schiff and Sabina
Wahrsager, Bronx, 14 December 1929. The bride, born in Berlin, is
the daughter of Elias Wahrsager and “Maly Unger”. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Bronx marriages, no. 232
(1930)

The Wahrsager household in the 1930 census of the Bronx: Elias, his
wife Mollie (Malka), and their children Charley (Charles) and Annie. 

CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, sheet 81A (FamilySearch)
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Paul Schiff, 27, and his wife Savina (Sabina), 21, born in Germany, in
the 1930 census of the Bronx. CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, sheet 2B (FamilySearch)

Paul Schiff, 39, house painter, born in Austria, and his wife Sabina,
31, in the Bronx in the 1940 census. CONFIRMED

United States Census, 1940, Bronx, ED 3-566, sheet 11A (FamilySearch), https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KQ5J-WN2

Paul Schiff, from his 1934 declaration of intention, Supreme Court,
Bronx County. CONFIRMED

New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991
(filed with his petition); FamilySearch

Paul Schiff’s Declaration of Intention, Bronx, 6 February 1934: born
10 May 1900 in Galicia; married Sabina Wahrsager on 14 December
1929. CONFIRMED

U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York
(FamilySearch, host)
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The certificate of arrival filed with Paul Schiff’s declaration records his
landing at New York on 26 December 1927 on the SS Deutschland,
under the name Josef Brawer. CONFIRMED

New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991
(FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-
G9HN-9RY7

On the reverse of his petition Paul Schiff signed the oath of allegiance,
renouncing allegiance to the Republic of Poland; he became a citizen
of the United States on 24 November 1936. CONFIRMED

New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991
(FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9HN-9R44

944 Rogers Place, Bronx, about 1940: the address of Paul and Sabina
Schiff in 1934. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Elias, Malka (here “Monia”) and their son Charles at 1035 Tiffany
Street in the Bronx, 1940 census; Charles was a cutter in the fur trade. 

CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-603, sheet 9A (FamilySearch)
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994–998 East 172nd Street, Bronx, about 1940: the home of Paul and
Sabina Schiff in the 1940 census. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives

Charles Wahrsager’s draft registration card, 16 October 1940: 1702
Clay Avenue; born 30 September 1909 in Berlin; the person who will
always know his address, his father Elias Wahrsager. CONFIRMED

U.S. World War II draft registration cards, 1940, U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch, host)

The reverse of Charles Wahrsager’s card describes him as 5 ft 4 in and
150 lb, with brown eyes, black hair and a sallow complexion. 

CONFIRMED

United States, World War II Draft Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1940–
1947, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C341-DSPY-N

Elias Wahrsager’s draft registration card, April 1942: 1702 Clay
Avenue, Bronx; born in Chyrów, Galicia; signed. CONFIRMED

U.S. World War II draft registration cards, 1942, U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch, host)
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The reverse of Elias Wahrsager’s 1942 card describes him as about 5 ft
1 in tall and 155 lb, with brown eyes and a sallow complexion. 

CONFIRMED

United States, World War II Draft Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1942,
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-67ZQ-8NG

Paul Schiff’s draft registration card, 15 February 1942: born 10 May
1899 in Poland; contact, his wife Sabina Schiff. CONFIRMED

U.S. World War II draft registration cards, 1942, U.S. National Archives
(FamilySearch, host)

The reverse of Paul Schiff’s card describes him as 5 ft 9 in and 185 lb,
with gray eyes, gray hair and a light complexion. CONFIRMED

United States, World War II Draft Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1940–
1947, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3WP-DSTC-1

1702 Clay Avenue, Bronx, about 1940: the Wahrsager home on Elias’s
and Charles’s draft registrations. CONFIRMED

NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives
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Charles (Kallmann) Wahrsager’s service card in the New York Guard,
1945; he lived with his parents at 1702 Clay Avenue. CONFIRMED

New York State National Guard records, New York State Archives (FamilySearch)

Elias and Malka Wahrsager at 1702 Clay Avenue in the Bronx, 1950
census; at seventy he was still working in the leather-goods trade. 

CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-131, sheet 74 (FamilySearch)

Charles Wahrsager, 40, born in Germany, with his wife Ruth in the
Bronx in the 1950 census. CONFIRMED

United States Census, 1950, Bronx (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/1:1:6XY3-LYBW

Paul Schiff, 48, a painting contractor, and his wife Sabina, 41, in the 1950 census, the Bronx. CONFIRMED

United States Census, 1950, Bronx, New York, ED 3-648, sheet 11 line 30 and sheet 12 line 1, dwelling 131 (FamilySearch records https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:6X5S-W62L and https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6X5S-W62P ; images https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHN-GQHW-M94X-G
and https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHK-SQHW-M9WJ-P ).
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The line in a chart
Ancestors as the records show them. Likely links are drawn dashed; people still only possible are left off.

G E N E R A T I O N I G E N E R A T I O N I I G E N E R A T I O N I I I G E N E R A T I O N I V

HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener
c. 1845–1922 · Confirmed

Jacob Lische (Yaakov Elisha) Wahr…
?–bef. 1882 · Likely

Hersch (Tzvi) Oher
?–bef. 1898 · Confirmed

Chaja Oher née Binderman
?–bef. 1898 · Confirmed

Chana Pessel Wahrsager née Oher
c. 1812–1898 · Likely

Sura (Sara) née Wahrsager, called…
?–c. 1880 · Likely

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen
1880–1954 · Confirmed
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Records found since the book

Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener’s grave marker, Vienna Central Cemetery, Gate IV 21/38/55, reads “1876 –
30.10.1941” (the 1876 is kept as a variant of his 4 Oct 1875 birth). CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorial 103933385, marker photo

Note: Charles (Kallmann) Wahrsager’s Find a Grave memorial gives Beth Moses Sec. 3, Block 26, Row 7, Grave 13 (Sinai
Fraternal Order); the cemetery’s own search gave Section 2, with the same block, row and grave. To be re-checked. POSSIBLE

Find a Grave memorial 253378280

Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener’s last address, in the Vienna burial index: 2nd district, Cumberlandstraße 4. The same index
prints his wife Feige’s grave group as 16E (this site: 16c) — to be checked. LIKELY

JewishGen Worldwide Burial Registry (Vienna), via BillionGraves records 123006914 and 123006907

Sabina and Paul Schiff rest in Mount Moriah Cemetery, Fairview, New Jersey, United Hebrew section P, plot 2–3 (Sabina d.
Apr 1988, Paul 19 Sep 1989). No stone photo is online. LIKELY

Find a Grave memorials 146937971 and 172082604

Correction: Elias Wahrsager died on 11 December 1954 in the Bronx; an earlier reading of the stone had given December
1955. His gravestone reads 17 Kislev 5715 (the last letter is 5715 ,ו, not ז), and the New York City death index has Elias
Wahrsager, died 11 Dec 1954, Bronx. CONFIRMED

NYC Death Index 1949–65 (Elias Wahrsager, d. 11 Dec 1954, Bronx); his gravestone (17 Kislev 5715)

HaRav Gavriel Gottesdiener is now Confirmed as Elias’s father. Elias’s Canadian arrival card (S.S. Grampian, December
1920: a leather worker of 41, born in Chyrów) names his nearest relative at home as “Gawriel Warsager, Chyrów, Galicia” —
so Gavriel was alive in late 1920. Elias was going to his brother-in-law (“Schwager”) at 41 Arcade St, Montreal; the surname
is badly written (“Ch. Fellhart?”) and could not be read for certain. This was the leg before his crossing into the US at
Vanceboro, Maine, on 27 Jan 1921. CONFIRMED

Library and Archives Canada, Canadian immigration records (Form 30A), S.S. Grampian 1920, p. 25, line 14, via FamilySearch (image 3:1:3Q9M-C34M-FSWR-
K)

Why two surnames: in Berlin the family registered as Gottesdiener, Gavriel’s surname. Elias and Malka’s daughter Röschen,
born 29 April 1908, is indexed at Berlin X a as “Gottesdiener recte Wahrsager”, daughter of a leather worker; she died as a
baby in 1909. Another daughter, Erna, died as an infant in Berlin in 1916. Wahrsager was Elias’s legal name, from his
mother. CONFIRMED

Landesarchiv Berlin, P Rep. 808 Nr. 84 (Berlin X a birth name index 1908, no. 765); Berlin births and deaths indexes 1874–1910 / 1874–1985

Elias’s mother was a Wahrsager of Chyrów: in Galicia a child of a religious-only marriage was registered under the mother’s
surname, and Gavriel himself is “Gottesdiener” in every record. Her marriage to Gavriel ended between mid-1880 and late
1881. A descendants’ tree calls her (Sara) Mindel (name Possible). LIKELY

Round 56 research (22 Oct 2026)

Her parents — Elias’s maternal grandparents — were very probably Jacob Lische (Elisha) Wahrsager, merchant of Chyrów
(house 207 in 1853; “the late trader Jacob Lische Wahrsager of Chyrów” by January 1882), and Chane Pessel née Oher, who
died at Drohobycz on 7 January 1898, aged 86 (not at Chyrów). Elias bore Lische’s name and Anne bore Chane Pessel’s.
Chane Pessel’s parents, Hersch (Tzvi) Oher, timber merchant of Chyrów, and Chaja, are named in her death entry
(Confirmed as her parents). LIKELY

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, Drohobycz Jewish deaths 1898, akt 5; 1882 Drohobycz birth of Jacob Elische Glasberg; Gesher Galicia AGD, Chyrów property owners 1853
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Gavriel’s second wife, Feiga Dominitz, was the daughter of Abraham and Ester Dominitz, day-labourers in Chyrów: the
1913 birth certificate of her son Leib Jojna Dominitz (born at Chyrów 1 July 1882) enters her as “married by Jewish rite to
Gawriel Gottesdiener”. Its back is addressed to “E. Wahrsager, Berlin N 37, Saarbrücker Strasse 33” — Elias. Two daughters
of Gavriel and Feige were born in Kraków: Chana Marya (10 April 1885) and Bluma (26 August 1887). They are Elias’s half-
siblings, not Anne’s ancestors. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Państwowe w Rzeszowie, fond 59/533, sygn. 27 (marriage papers 1925), scans 247–248; Archiwum Narodowe w Krakowie, Jewish births 1885 akt 184 and
1887 akt 513 (Dan Hirschberg’s Kraków Jewish records index)

Malka’s father, Yehuda Aryeh Leib (Leibisch) Unger, very probably died at Kniażpol on 3 January 1918, aged 66 (so born
about 1851–52). He and Rifke (Rywka) Unger were living in Chyrów about 1870: their daughter Chaja Lea was born there,
as her civil marriage at Przemyśl on 23 August 1915 records — “daughter of Leiba Unger and Rywka Unger” (Confirmed).
Rifke’s maiden name is still unknown. The Dobromil birth books were destroyed in the First World War, which is why
Malka’s 1880 birth entry cannot be found. LIKELY

Archiwum Państwowe w Przemyślu, fond 56/1924, sygn. 36, scan 9 (Przemyśl Jewish marriages 1915, act 31); Gesher Galicia AGD, Dobromil deaths 1915–39,
#229:356

Sabina (Sara) was probably born on 1 September 1906 in Dobromil, not in Berlin: her Social Security record gives that date,
the 1927 ship’s list gives Dobromil, and no Berlin birth of hers is indexed (her husband’s 1934 declaration says 1 May 1908,
Berlin — two days after her sister Röschen’s birth). LIKELY

Social Security record; SS Majestic list, Sep 1927; Berlin births index 1874–1910

Abraham Gottesdiener of Kraków (born Chyrów 18 July 1876, died Kraków 2 January 1920) was not Gavriel’s son: his
Kraków marriage of 16 May 1910 (act 121) names his parents as Wello Gottesdiener, merchant in Chyrów, and Chana-Lea.
Wello may have been Gavriel’s brother or cousin (Possible). CONFIRMED

Archiwum Narodowe w Krakowie, Jewish marriages 1910, act 121

Malka’s 1927 “friend L. Saffern” was very likely Lea (Yeta Leah) Safern, second wife of R’ Zvi Hirsch (Harry) Safern of
Bolszowce, Galicia — the Wahrsagers’ neighbours at Saarbrücker Straße 33. The Saferns moved to the Bronx; Hersch Safern
died 26 Nov 1943 and Lea Yetta Safern was buried 18 Jul 1967, both at Mount Zion Cemetery, Queens, in the Bolszowce
society plot (burials Confirmed; identity Likely). LIKELY

Mount Zion Cemetery interment records; Tzafnat Pane’ach Institute; Berlin address books 1914–1932

The Berlin Jewish yearbook of 1926 lists “S. Safern, Saarbrücker Straße 33” on the committee of the Zeirei Mizrachi youth
group (who “S.” was: Possible). Picture in the gallery. CONFIRMED

Jüdisches Jahrbuch für Gross-Berlin 1926, Internet Archive

The index of The Unbroken Chain, vol. 7, lists Gavriel HaCohen Gottesdiener and Feiga Dominitz on the same page, 612
— very likely Elias’s father and his wife of Chyrów (index Confirmed; page not yet read). LIKELY

Neil Rosenstein, The Unbroken Chain, vol. 7, index p. 612

The house section of the Berlin address book lists E. Wahrsager, leather worker, and H. Safern among the tenants of
Saarbrücker Straße 33 in 1914 and again in 1925 — four years after Elias left for America; Hirsch Safern, ship’s cook, is still
there in 1927. Malka’s 1927 “friend L. Saffern, Berlin” very probably came from this household (Likely). CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1914 image 4852, 1925 image 5575, 1927 images 2921 and 5934 (Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin)

A Maria Wahrsager is listed at Saarbrücker Straße 33 in the Jewish address book of Greater Berlin for 1931/32 (not in
1929/30); her relation to Elias is Possible only. CONFIRMED

Jüdisches Adressbuch für Gross-Berlin 1931/32, image 536

Chaja Lea Unger, born in Chyrów about March 1870, daughter of Leib and Rywka Unger — the same parents’ names as
Malka’s — married Szulim Leiba Goldberg at Przemyśl on 23 Aug 1915; very probably Malka’s older sister (Likely;
strengthened by the 1893 Gródek birth entry below). LIKELY

Gesher Galicia, Przemyśl Jewish marriages 1915–1919, record 31 (Przemyśl State Archive, fond 1924, file 36)
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Samuel Wahrsager of Chyrów, wood dealer (1891 directory, Likely), was a joint owner of the Rozłucz and Rypiany forest
estates in 1901; in 1904 he founded a Chyrów timber-export firm with Bernhard Lebenschuss and Moritz Wahrsager.
Kinship to Elias: Possible. CONFIRMED

Gazeta Lwowska no. 164 (20 Jul 1901) and no. 98 (1904); Galicia 1891 Business Directory

Malka’s parents were Leibisch (Aryeh Leib) and Rifke Unger, merchants in Dobromil: the 1893 Gródek birth entry of
Ciwie, daughter of Schulem Leib Goldberg and Chaje Leie Unger, names Chaje Leie as “daughter of Leibisch and Rifke
Unger, merchants in Dobromil”. Record Confirmed; Rifke as Malka’s mother and Chaja Lea as Malka’s sister Likely; Ciwie
is Malka’s niece (Likely). CONFIRMED

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 2118, scan 0018 (Gródek Jagielloński Jewish births 1893, entry 193)

Chaim Jakób Dominitz of Chyrów, a butcher in Medenice, aged 32, “son of the late Feiga Dominitz, ritual wife of the late
Gabriel Gotesdiener”, married Blima Dominitz of Sanok at Medenice in 1931. Record Confirmed; he is very probably Elias’s
half-brother (Likely), and the record shows HaRav Gavriel had died by 1931. LIKELY

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 3358, scan 0001 (Drohobycz-district Jewish marriages 1931, entry 2)

Paul Schiff’s parents were Markus Schiff and [Genta?] née Brawer (mother’s first name uncertain) — which explains why he
arrived in America as “Josef Brawer”. CONFIRMED

Bronx Certificate and Record of Marriage no. 232, 14 Dec 1929, p. 1 (in the gallery)

Michael Goldberg (b. 1915, Przemyśl), son of Shalom Goldberg and Lea née Unger — very probably Chaja Lea’s son and
Anne’s first cousin: Holocaust victim, 1942, Bełżec. LIKELY

Holocaust memorial records, no. 1039678

Chaja Lea (Unger) Goldberg: Holocaust victim, 5 January 1943, Lwów (the record gives her birth as 1870, Dobromil). 
LIKELY

Holocaust memorial records, no. 1062034

Chaim Jakób Dominitz (Gottesdiener-Dominitz), son of Gavriel and Feige: Holocaust victim, date and place unknown. His
link to Elias as half-brother stays Likely. CONFIRMED

Holocaust memorial records, no. 1095940

Meilech (Emil) Gottesdiener, born 23 May 1902 at Kraków: Holocaust victim, 16 April 1942 (record of the French Ministry
of Defence) (the record is Confirmed; that it is Todres’s son is Likely). LIKELY

Service historique de la Défense, AC 21 P

Malka (Mollie) Wahrsager’s alien case file survives: A2342952, National Archives at Kansas City (entry 21 Sep 1927, New
York); it gives her birth as 18 Mar 1879, a variant of 2 Mar 1880. CONFIRMED

NARA catalog NAID 608595110

Elias’s mother had a name: Sura (Sara). The 6 Sep 1914 Vienna Stadttempel marriage of his brother Todres Gottesdiener
(1914 no. 348) names the groom’s parents as Gawriel Gottesdiener and Sura, and gives Todres’s birth as 4 Oct 1875,
Chyrów. That Sura is also Elias’s mother is Likely: Elias was born in 1880 inside the same first marriage, and his eldest
daughter Sabina was legally “Sara”. The family tree calls her (Sara) Mindel. CONFIRMED

IKG Wien marriage register 1914 no. 348, via JewishGen Vienna Marriages (Enhanced)

HaRav Gavriel Gottesdiener died in 1922, between January (alive at his son Abraham’s banns) and 25 October, when his
grandson Gabriel Surkis was named for him. LIKELY

Sambor banns Dec 1921–Jan 1922 (AGD #206:1276); IKG Wien births 1922/II no. 2496

Bluma, Gavriel’s daughter by Feige Dominitz (b. Aug 1887, Kraków), married Hersch Karpel (Surkis) at the Vienna
Stadttempel on 7 Apr 1920; sons Gabriel (1922) and Emanuel (1927). CONFIRMED

IKG Wien marriage register 1920 no. 305; births 1922/II no. 2496 and 1927 no. 161 (JewishGen indexes)
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Chane Pessel’s mother was Chaja née Binderman: a Chyrów land-register deed of 1823 names Herszko Oher with Chaja
Oher, maiden name Binderman. The Ohers appear on the Chyrów register from 1804 to 1840. LIKELY

Chyrów Tabula Register 1803–1855 (TsDIAL Lviv, fond 166, op. 1, sprava 2248), Gesher Galicia index #790:83, #790:201, #790:13

An older Unger family of Chyrów: Debora Limmer, aged 60, who died in Drohobycz on 13 Jan 1900, was the daughter of
the late Salamon and Marjema Unger of Chyrów. Whether Salamon and Marjema were the parents of Malka’s father Leib is
only Possible. CONFIRMED

AGAD, fond 300, sygn. 2114, scan 2 (Drohobycz deaths 1900, akt 6)

Malka’s niece Cilli (Ciwie) Goldberg, daughter of Schulim Leib Goldberg and Lea Unger, married Wilhelm Goldberg in
Vienna on 8 May 1921; their son Manuel was born there in 1922. CONFIRMED

IKG Wien births 1922/I no. 478 (JewishGen index)

Elias’s crossing: his 1921 border card names his wife Malka, still at Chyrów, and a cousin, Samuel Alexander, in New York
(the street address is hard to read). His 1926 naturalization petition gives his route — Montreal on 28 Jan 1921, then
Vanceboro, Maine, by railroad on 29 Jan 1921 — and names Anne as “Annchen, born 1 Nov 1913”. His 1922 declaration
gives 136 East Broadway; he stood 5 ft 1 in and weighed 125 lb. CONFIRMED

St Albans district card 27 Jan 1921 (NARA); SDNY petition 15 Nov 1926; NY County declaration no. 270571 (via FamilySearch)

Malka came with Sabina (listed as “Sarah”), Kallmann and Anne on the S.S. Majestic from Southampton, 14 Sep 1927; the
list gives Dobromil as Malka’s and Sabina’s birthplace, Berlin for Kallmann and Anne. CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists 1927, S.S. Majestic (NARA, via FamilySearch)

Home in the Bronx: 1035 Tiffany Street in the 1930 and 1940 censuses (and on Anne’s 1938 marriage affidavit); Elias and
Malka at 1702 Clay Avenue on his 1942 draft card and in the 1950 census. CONFIRMED

1930, 1940, 1950 U.S. censuses; 1942 draft registration (via FamilySearch)

Paul Schiff, Sabina’s husband, arrived on 26 Dec 1927 on the S.S. Deutschland as “Josef Brawer”; his 1934 declaration (no.
117029) carries his photograph. CONFIRMED

Bronx County Supreme Court declaration no. 117029 (via FamilySearch)

Mordche Schabse (Schabs) Oher is now Likely a son of Hersch and Chaja Oher, and so Likely a brother of Chane Pessel:
named with them on an 1837 Chyrów deed, he was by 1867 the voter listed at house 29, the Oher family house. LIKELY

Chyrów Tabula Register #790:201 (1837); 1867 Chyrów voters' list, Archiwum Narodowe w Krakowie 29/684/0/1/305, indexed by Gesher Galicia

Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), Elias’s half-brother: the National Library of Israel lists him as “Avraham son of Gavriel,
1893–1941”; Neve Ovadia, a rest home, library and culture house at Kfar Etzion, was dedicated in his name on 8 Sep 1946;
Netanya’s Ovadia Garden and Avraham Ovadia Street are named for him. CONFIRMED

National Library of Israel 990022310300205171; Ein le-Etzion p. 39; Netanya municipality public-gardens page

Ruth Wahrsager née Seltzer’s burial is now Confirmed: Beth Moses Cemetery, Section 2, Block 26, Row 5, Grave 14;
Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager lies in Row 7, Grave 13 of the same block, both in the Sinai Fraternal Order plot. 

CONFIRMED

Wellwood–Beth Moses Cemetery interment search (wellwoodcemetery.com/search), read 22 Oct 2026

A second Gottesdiener family of Chyrów, of Gavriel’s generation: Nuta (Natan) Gottesdiener, a shoemaker, and his wife
Sura née Mai. Their son Hersch, born 20 Apr 1873, a shoemaker in Lesko, married Chaja Lea Tink at Lesko on 17 Aug
1914; their daughter Freida, born 4 Apr 1878, married Chaim Nagel of Mościska, and her son Abraham Peisach was born
there on 24 May 1906. Nuta may have been Gavriel’s brother or cousin, but no record joins them; his wife Sura is not
Gavriel’s wife Sura. POSSIBLE

AP Rzeszów, Sanok branch, fond 60/448, sygn. 6, act 38 (Lesko 1914); AGAD fond 300, sygn. 2897, act 69 (Mościska births 1906); AGAD fond 300, sygn. 4272, p. 17,
entry 2 (Mościska marriage 1906)
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Chaim Jona Wahrsager, a carpenter born in Chyrów, son of Feiga Wahrsager, married Masza Mund recte Ringel at Przemyśl
in January 1908. After his name the register has “falso Dominitz”, struck through — a tie to the Chyrów Dominitz–
Wahrsager family. POSSIBLE

AP Przemyśl, fond 56/1924, sygn. 32, scan 135, act 1

Samuel Gottesdiener, born at Lesko on 13 Apr 1905, a merchant in Chyrów, son of David Gottesdiener and a mother née
Spira (Elka, or Ryfka in one reading), married Beile Süss at Stary Sambor on 6 Mar 1938. If his mother was Elka, he was Wolf
Gottesdiener’s (b. 1912) brother. A link to Gavriel’s family stays Possible. POSSIBLE

Galician Jewish register: AGAD fond 300, sygn. 4331, p. 20, entry 2

Dr Avraham Ovadia (born Abraham Dominitz recte Gottesdiener): his birth was entered in the Chyrów birth register, vol.
III, p. 80, no. 31 (1893), and in 1922 his father Gabryel is called the “szkolnik” — a synagogue official — of Chyrów. 

CONFIRMED

Galician Jewish register: AGAD fond 300, sygn. 3698, p. 38, entry 2 (Sambor 1922)

Jochwed Unger married Izak Sauer at Dobromil on 31 October 1920 (not December, as read before); she was born in
Dobromil about 1889 and lived in Kniażpol; her father is read “Leizer” in one transcription and “Leibus” in another. 

LIKELY

Galician Jewish register: AGAD fond 300, sygn. 4368, p. 37, entry 4

Samuel Wahrsager of Chyrów, timber merchant, two more records: in July 1894 he stayed at Karlsbad spa as “Samuel
Wahrsager, Holzhändler (timber merchant) aus Chyrow in Galizien”; in May 1899 the Sambor court entered the firm
“Samuel Wahrsager” in Chyrów, a timber business, in the commercial register. Kinship to Elias: still Possible. Page in the
gallery. CONFIRMED

Curliste Karlsbad, 20 Jul 1894, p. 5; Wiener Zeitung, 9 May 1899, p. 23 (ANNO: https://anno.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/anno?aid=wrz&datum=18990509&seite=23)

Anne’s brother Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager married Ruth Seltzer on Sunday 10 March 1946 at 10 PM, at 1440 Plimpton
Avenue in the Bronx; Rabbi Osias Teitelbaum officiated (licence no. 2106). The licence names Ruth’s parents for the first
time: Charles Seltzer and Sarah Rosenbaum, both born in Austria. Licence, certificate and index page in the gallery. 

CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Marriage Licenses, Bronx 1946, no. 2106 (L-B-1946-0002106); City Clerk’s Index to Marriage Licenses, Bronx
1946, scan 707

The first witness at Charles and Ruth’s 1946 wedding signed “David Brecher”, of 305 East Mount Eden Avenue — Eugene’s
Bronx address in 1940 and on his naturalization papers — so very probably David Brecher HaKohen, Anne’s father-in-law.
The second witness was Michael H. Zelig. LIKELY

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Bronx 1946 marriage licence no. 2106, certificate

Hinde (Hinda) Wahrsager, daughter of Jacob Lische Wahrsager of Chyrów, married Samuel Glasberg of Drohobycz; the
Drohobycz birth index gives their sons Hersch (8 April 1863), Nusen (26 June 1865) and Moses (12 July 1867), and a
daughter Machle married Jozef Neger at Borysław. If Elias’s mother was Jacob Lische’s daughter (Likely), these were his first
cousins. CONFIRMED

All Galicia Database (Gesher Galicia), index rows: Drohobycz Jewish births 1816–1869 (TsDIAL 701/1/39) #6:6971, #6:7692, #6:8387; Borysław births 1903 #46:101
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More of Hinde Glasberg née Wahrsager’s family, from the Drohobycz Jewish registers: her children Keile Sara (1879–1880),
Jacob Elische (1882–1890, named for his grandfather Jacob Lische) and Chaja Lea (c. 1867–1934, whose death entry names
both parents); Machle’s birth (1877) and her 1901 marriage to Markus Josef Neger, with their children Lea Hinde (1905)
and Israel (1906); and Nusen’s 1900 marriage to Beile Leichtmann of Gródek, which names his parents as Samuel Glasberg
and Hinde Wahrsager, with their nine children born 1890–1909: Majlach, Freuda, Henia, Sara, Moses, Jakób Lische, Chana
Pessel, Israel and Hinde. Freuda, Israel (1905) and Lea Hinde are Likely (name spellings in the index); the rest Confirmed. 

CONFIRMED

JRI-Poland index of the Jewish registers of Drohobycz (AGAD Warsaw, fond 300): births 1877 akt 295, 1879 akt 378, 1882 akt 32, 1890 akt 322, 1892 akt 56, 1893
akt 199, 1895 akt 126, 1897 akt 9, 1899 akt 5, 1902 akt 27, 1905 akt 25 and 179, 1906 akt 285, 1909 akt 311; marriages 1900 akt 68, 1901 akt 4; deaths 1880 akt
208, 1890 akt 78, 1907 akt 281, 1934 akt 60

Jossel Glasberg (recte Wahrsager), son of Samuel Glasberg and Hinde née Wahrsager: his 1901 marriage at Drohobycz, where
he was 29, names his parents as Samuel Glasberg and Hinde Wahrsager. A Jossel Glasberg recte Wahrsager and Rifcze
Ambach of Drohobycz were the parents of Lea Blima, who married Mendel Selinger in 1935 (very probably the same Jossel;
All Galicia Database #178:8). CONFIRMED

JRI-Poland index of the Jewish registers of Drohobycz (AGAD Warsaw, fond 300), marriages 1901, akt 5 (sygn. 2113) (index row; image not viewed)

A second Oher family of Chyrów, one generation older than the site assumed: Schmil (Samuel) Elias Oher (c. 1800) and
Feige née Gartenberg (c. 1803–1889; she died at Schodnica aged 86, daughter of Isak and Elka Gartenberg). Their children,
all “of Chyrów”: Josel (c. 1824–1882), Leib (c. 1830–1894), Dawid (c. 1833–1910), Chaje (c. 1835–1895), wife of
Nachman Lamberg, Isak (c. 1845–1887) and Israel (c. 1845/51–1919, later of Wolanka, m. 1906). The records are
Confirmed (index); that this is the Elias of the 1837 deed is Likely; Elias is a Possible son of Hersch and Chaja (so Chane
Pessel’s brother), or a Possible younger brother or cousin of Hersch; both placements are Possible. CONFIRMED

JRI-Poland legacy index of the AGAD (fond 300) and Przemyśl archive registers: Drohobycz deaths 1882 act 151, 1887 act 40, 1889 act 61, 1894 act 259, 1895 act
208, 1910 act 211, 1919 act 146; marriages 1906 act 48 (https://legacy.jri-poland.org/databases/)

The original register entries of two of Schmil Elias Oher’s sons, read on the scans: Israel Oher’s marriage at Borysław in 1906
(act 48) — born in Chyrów, living in Borysław, a watchman, 55 and single, son of the late Schmil Eliasz Oher and Feige née
Gartenberg; the bride Freida Bruck of Borysław, daughter of the late Hillel and Leia Bruck — and Dawid Oher’s death at
Drohobycz on 27 September 1910 (act 211), aged 77, a widower, son of the late Samuel Eliasz and Feiga Oher. Both scans
are in the documents archive. No record names the generation above Schmil Elias. CONFIRMED

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 2548 (Borysław Jewish marriages 1906), act 48, and sygn. 2836 (Drohobycz Jewish deaths 1910), act 211; images via JRI-Poland /
AGAD metrykalia album

Open leads
Not yet proven; kept here so the search can go on.

Szmul Alexander stands in a Chyrów land deed of 1823 beside Sosia Wahrsager — perhaps a clue to Elias’s 1921 “cousin
Samuel Alexander” (Possible).

Salamon Wahrsager of Chyrów was paid for a loss in the Chyrów fire of 19 May 1872 (record Confirmed; kinship Possible).

Gavriel’s father may have been a Todres Gottesdiener who died before July 1874: three Gottesdiener boys were named
Todres in 1874–76, Gavriel’s own son among them (Possible — a naming inference only).

Earlier Gottesdieners of Chyrów, not linked: Nuta and Ester (1807–08); Elka Reysel with Chaim and Abraham Ber (1819);
Chaim Hersz (1824); Jankel, houses 36–37 (1853). Rachel Reinhalt née Gottesdiener of Chyrów (b. c. 1834/40) in the
Kraków 1890 census (Possible kin). Wolf Gottesdiener, born 9 Apr 1912 in Chyrów, son of David Gottesdiener and Elka née
Spira (a 1941 record) — no link to Rav Gavriel is known (Possible kin).

• 

• 

• 
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Zelman Oher of Chyrów (on the land register in 1804) — a possible father of Hersch Oher, the 5th generation above Anne
(Possible).

Salamon (Schloma) and Marjema Unger of Chyrów — possible parents of Malka’s father Leib Unger; no record joins them
yet (Possible).

Elias (Schmil Elias) Oher of Chyrów (c. 1800), husband of Feige née Gartenberg; a Possible son of Hersch and Chaja (so
Chane Pessel’s brother), or a Possible younger brother or cousin of Hersch. That he is the Elias Oher named with Hersch
and Chaje Oher in the 1837 deed and in the 1840 Macuski deal is Likely (same rare name, same town, right age). His wife
was born c. 1803 and his eldest son c. 1824, so he belongs to Hersch’s generation, not Chane Pessel’s; Zelman Oher (1804)
would then be a candidate father of both men (Possible).

An 1850 Dobromil town list in the official gazette (Lemberg Gazette, official supplement nos. 294–295, 20–21 Dec 1850)
names two young men, Jakob Ungar and Kolman Ungar, both at house no. 87, Dobromil. They were the right age to be
Leib Unger’s father or uncles, but no record links them to him (Possible).

Oher households of Chyrów (Possible kin): Hersch Meier and Syta Oher, parents of Elias Salomon Oher (b. c. 1895, a
merchant, m. 1925 Chane Mittelmann; AGAD fond 300, sygn. 3390, p. 102, entry 3); Mełes (Meilech) and Mirla Oher,
parents of Izaak Oher (b. 27 May 1898 in Chyrów, m. 1923 Łaja Reizfeld; AP Przemyśl 56/1731/0/2/24, p. 21, entry 3).
The names Hersch and Elias recur in Chane Pessel’s family, but no record joins them.

Searched, nothing found: the Chyrów burial society’s own papers (held at YIVO in New York, by appointment only, and
from 1918 on); the society’s plot at Mount Hebron, Block 61 (15 burials, none of our surnames); the surviving Dobromil
birth books (no Unger birth before 1912).

Marjem Wachs’s parents, Chaim Wachs and Chaja Itta, may be Chaim, son of Wolf Wachs (b. Podkamień 1852) and Malke
Lahm (b. Bełz 1855), who married at Załoźce in 1893, and Chaje Jutte Teitelbaum (b. Mościska 1876), daughter of Aharon
Teitelbaum and Jente Rosenfeld, married at Załoźce in 1902 (Possible — no record yet joins this couple to the 1922 bride’s
parents; Załoźce marriages AGAD fond 300, sygn. 2985, scans 0013 and 0029; Załoźce births sygn. 1501, scan 0030).

Searched for Gavriel’s parents, nothing new (23 Oct 2026): Dr Avraham Ovadia’s own book, Divrot Rabbenu Moshe ben
Maimon (Tel Aviv, Nisan 5695 = 1935, published by the Torah ve-Avodah movement; HebrewBooks 31131), was read: title
page, the publisher’s preface and his foreword, signed “Dr A. Gottesdiener, Tel Aviv, 27 Nisan 5695”. It has no approbation
and names no ancestors. Neil Rosenstein’s The Unbroken Chain, vol. 7, p. 612, indexes Gavriel HaCohen Gottesdiener
beside Feiga Dominitz and Dr Avraham Ovadia; the page sits in a descendants’ list and seems to follow Feiga’s line
(Avraham’s mother, not Elias’s); the page itself is not online and was not read (Possible relevance only).

Searched for the parents of HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener (23 Oct 2026, evening). The indexed Galician Jewish
registers that are free to search have no Chyrów books. Their Gottesdiener entries are from Przemyśl, Lesko, Sanok,
Mościska, Rudki, Stanisławów and Turka, 1889–1919, all too late for his parents. No Gottesdiener of Chyrów appears in
the Austrian press before 1915. A 1915 refugee notice in Prague lists “Ernestine Gottesdiener aus Chyrow” among relatives
being searched for; her tie to Gavriel is not known (Prager Tagblatt, 10 Feb 1915, pp. 14 and 21). Gavriel’s parents remain
unknown.

Hinde Glasberg, born at Drohobycz in 1870 (index, no parents shown), may be a further child of Samuel and Hinde
Glasberg. Possible (All Galicia Database #791:49).

Eliaz Unger, born 1881 at Kniażpol, with his wife Ida (b. 1884, Kresowice) and son Israel (b. 1 Feb 1923, Dobromil), of
Dobromil 743, appears on 1941–42 Lwów lists. Malka’s father Leib Unger lived and died at Kniażpol, so Eliaz may be
Malka’s brother; the record is Confirmed, the kinship Possible, leaning Likely (All Galicia Database #589:9575–9577).

Jankel Gottesdiener held houses 36–37 at Chyrów in the 1853 property list, with a workshop and five unbuilt parcels; a link
to HaRav Gavriel Gottesdiener is Possible (TsDIAL 186/2/587, All Galicia Database #648:31–32).
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Herszko Unger, merchant of Łacko, died there 22 Feb 1930 aged 69 (Dobromil Jewish deaths 1915–39, All Galicia Database
#229:99): same district and generation as Leib Unger. Possible kin only.

Malie Oher (b. c. 1838; m. Izak Karp civilly at Sambor, 24 Nov 1897; son Abraham Karp b. Chyrów 1877) and Mojżesz
Oher (b. c. 1842; m. 1895), both of Chyrów, children of Szapse (Schabse) and Welke Oher. If this Szapse is Mordche Schabse
Oher, they were Chane Pessel’s niece and nephew (Possible; records Confirmed (index): Gesher Galicia All Galicia Database
#137:580; JRI-Poland, Sambor births 1877 act 213 and Sambor-district marriages 1895 act 18).

• 

• 
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Pictures and records found since the book
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The tenants of Saarbrücker Straße 33 in the Berlin address book of
1914: E. Wahrsager, leather worker, and H. Safern, commercial
traveller. CONFIRMED

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berliner Adreßbuch 1914, image 4852

Saarbrücker Straße 33 in the Berlin address book of 1925: H. Safern,
merchant, and E. Wahrsager, leather worker, still listed. 

CONFIRMED

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berliner Adreßbuch 1925, image 5575
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The tenants of Saarbrücker Straße 33 in the Berlin address book of
1927, among them H. Safern, ship’s cook — very probably the
household of Malka’s “friend L. Saffern”. CONFIRMED

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berliner Adreßbuch 1927, image 5934

Berlin address book, 1927: Hirsch Safern, cook, Saarbrücker Straße 33
— the house where the Wahrsagers had lived. CONFIRMED

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berliner Adreßbuch 1927, image 2921

Jewish address book of Greater Berlin, 1931/32: Maria Wahrsager,
Saarbrücker Straße 33, the house where Elias Wahrsager’s family had
lived (her relation to Elias: Possible). CONFIRMED

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Jüdisches Adressbuch für Gross-Berlin
1931/32, image 536

The same book, 1931/32: H. Safern at Saarbrücker Straße 33 and
Bernhard Saffern at no. 17. CONFIRMED

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Jüdisches Adressbuch für Gross-Berlin
1931/32, image 467
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Gazeta Lwowska, 20 July 1901: Samuel Wahrsager of Chyrów among
the joint owners of the Rozłucz and Rypiany estates on the
landowners’ voting list (kinship to Elias: Possible). CONFIRMED

Jagiellonian Digital Library (Biblioteka Jagiellońska), Gazeta Lwowska no. 164,
1901

Berlin, 1926: the Zeirei Mizrachi youth group’s committee lists S.
Safern of Saarbrücker Straße 33, the Wahrsagers’ building. 

CONFIRMED

Jüdisches Jahrbuch für Gross-Berlin 1926, digitized by the Internet Archive

Gródek, 1893: birth of Ciwie, daughter of Schulem Leib Goldberg
and Chaje Leie Unger, ‘daughter of Leibisch and Rifke Unger,
merchants in Dobromil’ — Malka Unger’s parents. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych (AGAD), Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 2118, scan
0018

Medenice, 1931: marriage of Chaim Jakób Dominitz of Chyrów, ‘son
of the late Feiga Dominitz, ritual wife of the late Gabriel Gotesdiener’,
to Blima Dominitz of Sanok. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych (AGAD), Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 3358, scan
0001
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Birth certificate of Leib Jojna Dominitz, born at Chyrów on 1 July
1882, issued in 1913. His mother is entered as Feiga Dominitz,
married by Jewish rite to Gawriel Gottesdiener, daughter of Abraham
and Ester Dominitz of Chyrów. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Państwowe w Rzeszowie, fond 59/533, sygn. 27 (marriage papers 1925),
scan 247; szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl.

The back of the same certificate is addressed to 'E. Wahrsager, Berlin
N 37, Saarbrücker Strasse 33', the Berlin home of Leib Jojna's half-
brother Elias. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Państwowe w Rzeszowie, fond 59/533, sygn. 27, scan 248;
szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl.
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Elias Wahrsager's Canadian arrival card, S.S. Grampian, December
1920: a leather worker of 41, born in Chyrów, going to his brother-in-
law in Montreal. Nearest relative at home: 'Gawriel Warsager,
Chyrów, Galicia', his father. CONFIRMED

Library and Archives Canada, Canadian immigration records (Form 30A), via
FamilySearch (image 3:1:3Q9M-C34M-FSWR-K).

Berlin, 1908: the birth index of the Berlin X a registry office lists
Elias's daughter Röschen as 'Gottesdiener recte Wahrsager', daughter
of a leather worker. In Berlin the family used Gavriel's surname,
Gottesdiener; Wahrsager was Elias's legal name. CONFIRMED

Landesarchiv Berlin, P Rep. 808 Nr. 84 (birth name index 1908).

Przemyśl, 23 August 1915: civil marriage of Chaja Lea Unger, born in
Chyrów about 1870, daughter of Leiba and Rywka Unger, Malka's
elder sister, to Szulim Leib Goldberg. One witness was Hersz Natan
Dominitz of the Chyrów Dominitz–Wahrsager family. 

CONFIRMED

Archiwum Państwowe w Przemyślu, fond 56/1924, sygn. 36, scan 9;
szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl.

Kraków, 1910: marriage of Abraham Gottesdiener of Chyrów, son of
Wello Gottesdiener, merchant of Chyrów, and Chana-Lea, probably a
cousin of Elias. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Narodowe w Krakowie, Jewish marriages 1910, act 121 (copy in Dan
Hirschberg's Kraków database).
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Drohobycz, January 1900: death of Debora Limmer, aged 60, wife of
the tailor Benjamin Limmer and daughter of the late Salamon and
Marjema Unger of Chyrów. An older Unger family of Chyrów,
possibly that of Malka's father Leib. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych (AGAD), fond 300, sygn. 2114, scan 2
(agadd2.home.net.pl).

Elias Wahrsager's petition for naturalization, filed in New York, 15
November 1926. He gives his birth as 23 May 1879 in Galicia, his
trade as pocket-book maker, his address as 7 Avenue B, Manhattan,
and his route: from Montreal on 28 January 1921, arriving at
Vanceboro, Maine, by railroad on 29 January 1921. His wife Mollie
(born 2 March 1880, Galicia) is still in Berlin; the children are Sabina
(1 November 1906, Galicia), Kalman (30 September 1909, Germany)
and Annchen (1 November 1913, Germany). Witnesses: Morris
Glasser, manufacturer, and Abraham Glasser, tailor, of 1948 Prospect
Avenue, Bronx. CONFIRMED

U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, naturalization petitions;
National Archives at New York City, via FamilySearch. License: U.S. federal court
record, public domain.
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Elias Wahrsager's declaration of intention no. 270571, Supreme
Court of New York County, 26 January 1922, with his signature. Age
41, pocket-book maker, 5 ft 1 in, 125 lb, brown hair and eyes; born in
Galicia, Austria, on 23 May 1880; living at 136 East Broadway; came
from Antwerp on the 'Grampian' to Saint John, Canada, then on by
railroad; last foreign home Berlin; wife Mollie, born in Austria, living
in Germany. CONFIRMED

New York County Clerk, naturalization declarations of intention, via
FamilySearch. License: Government record; free to view.

U.S. immigration card filed at Saint John West, New Brunswick, 27
January 1921 (St. Albans District), front and back: Elias Wahrsager,
41, leather worker, Hebrew, born and last living at Chyrów (written
'Chyrov', with 'Przemyśl' for the region). His nearest relative is his
wife Malka, at Chyrów. He is bound for New York to his cousin
Samuel Alexander (address written '63 Lewis St.', reading uncertain).
He had landed at Saint John from the S.S. Grampian on 30 December
1920. The back carries the 1926 certificate-of-arrival notation used for
his naturalization. CONFIRMED

Records of the INS, St. Albans District manifest cards (NARA M1461), via
FamilySearch. License: U.S. federal record, public domain.

The Canadian Pacific Ocean Services list of Grampian passengers
going on to the United States, January 1921 (St. Albans District, top
half of the sheet): line 11, Elias Wahrsager, 41, leather worker. 

CONFIRMED

Records of the INS, St. Albans District lists (NARA), via FamilySearch. License:
U.S. federal record, public domain.

S.S. Majestic, sailing from Southampton on 14 September 1927 for
New York, lines 26–29: Malka Wahrsager (housewife), Sarah
(housekeeper; this is Sabina), Kallmann (student) and Anna
(student). Malka and Sarah are entered as born at Dobromil, Poland;
Kallmann and Anna at Berlin, Germany. CONFIRMED

New York passenger lists (NARA T715), via FamilySearch. License: U.S. federal
record, public domain.
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1930 U.S. census, Bronx, enumeration district 3-354 (header and the
family's lines): 1035 Tiffany Street, rent $44. Elias Wahrsager (indexed
'Elear Wahrsagr'), 50, pocket-book maker, born in Poland; Mollie, 45;
Charley, 19; Ann, 15, who came in 1927. CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. Census (NARA T626), via FamilySearch. License: U.S. federal record,
public domain.

1940 U.S. census, Bronx, enumeration district 3-603, sheet 9A
(header, the house number and lines 16–18): Tiffany Street, 1035,
rent $34, the same house as in 1935. Elias Wahrsager, 50 (really about
60), head; Monia (Malka), 50, wife; Charles, 30, a fur cutter. 

CONFIRMED

1940 U.S. Census (NARA T627), via FamilySearch. License: U.S. federal record,
public domain.

1950 U.S. census, Bronx, enumeration district 3-131, sheet 74 (header
and the family's lines): 1702 Clay Avenue. Elias Wahrsager (indexed
'Wahrshger'), 70, born in Poland, naturalized, a table man in leather
goods; Malka, 70, his wife. CONFIRMED

1950 U.S. Census (NARA), via FamilySearch. License: U.S. federal record, public
domain.

Elias Wahrsager's 1942 draft registration card (the 'old man's draft'):
1702 Clay Avenue, Bronx; born 23 May 1879; the person who will
always know his address is Mrs Mollie Wahrsager. CONFIRMED

U.S. World War II draft registration cards, 1942 (NARA), via FamilySearch.
License: U.S. federal record, public domain.

1930 U.S. census, Bronx, enumeration district 3-355, sheet 2B (header
and lines 95–96): Paul Schiff and his wife Sabina (indexed 'Savina').
Both arrived in 1927, and they had married on 14 December 1929,
four months before the count. CONFIRMED

1930 U.S. Census (NARA T626), via FamilySearch. License: U.S. federal record,
public domain.
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Paul Schiff's declaration of intention no. 117029, Supreme Court,
Bronx County, 6 February 1934, with his photograph and signature.
He is a painter, living at 944 Rogers Place, Bronx, born in Galicia on
10 May 1900. He married Sabina on 14 December 1929 in New York;
she was born in Berlin on 1 May 1908. He entered at New York on 26
December 1927 on the S.S. Deutschland under the name Josef
Brawer. One line about a child who may be living is greyed out. 

CONFIRMED

Supreme Court of New York, Bronx County, declarations of intention (Form 2202-
L-A), via FamilySearch. License: Government record; free to view (one line greyed
out for privacy).

Paul Schiff, Sabina's husband, in the photograph on his declaration of
intention, Bronx, 6 February 1934. CONFIRMED

Supreme Court of New York, Bronx County, via FamilySearch. License:
Government record; free to view.
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1702 Clay Avenue, Bronx, in the city's tax photograph of about 1940.
Elias and Malka Wahrsager lived here from at least 1942 (his draft
card) to 1950 (the census).
Courtesy NYC Municipal Archives (1940s Tax Department photographs). License:
City of New York public record, free to view and download. The Archives asks for its
credit line; check its terms before any commercial use.

953 Fox Street, Bronx, in the city's tax photograph of about 1940: the
building where Sabina Wahrsager married Paul Schiff on 14
December 1929.
Courtesy NYC Municipal Archives (1940s Tax Department photographs). License:
City of New York public record; credit line requested.
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136 East Broadway, on Manhattan's Lower East Side, in the city's tax
photograph of about 1940. This was Elias Wahrsager's address when
he filed his first citizenship papers in January 1922.
Courtesy NYC Municipal Archives (1940s Tax Department photographs). License:
City of New York public record; credit line requested.

The Allan Line steamer S.S. Grampian on a postcard of about 1907.
Elias Wahrsager crossed from Antwerp to Saint John, New
Brunswick, on her in December 1920, when she sailed for Canadian
Pacific.
Unknown publisher, via Wikimedia Commons. License: Public domain (as tagged
on Commons).

The Grampian with her bow damaged after striking an iceberg on 10
July 1919, from The Sun (New York), 27 July 1919, pictorial section.
Seventeen months later she carried Elias to Canada.
The Sun (New York), 27 July 1919, via Library of Congress, Chronicling America /
Wikimedia Commons. License: Public domain.

Berlin about 1900: the entrance to the Bötzow brewery at the corner
of Prenzlauer Allee and Saarbrücker Straße, Prenzlauer Berg. A few
doors down, at Saarbrücker Straße 33, the Wahrsager family lived
from about 1909 to 1927.
Unknown amateur photographer; Berlinische Galerie; via Wikimedia Commons.
License: Public domain (as tagged on Commons).
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The wooden synagogue of Chyrów, in a photograph from the 1920s.
Unknown photographer, via Wikimedia Commons. License: Public domain (as
tagged on Commons).

Chyrów in 1905: the church of St Lawrence and the street around it.
Unknown photographer, via Wikimedia Commons. License: Public domain (as
tagged on Commons).

The Jesuit college at Chyrów in 1936. It was the town's best-known
building and stood just outside the centre.
Unknown photographer, via Wikimedia Commons. License: Public domain (as
tagged on Commons).

Chyrów railway station, on the line opened in 1872, photographed in
2010. Elias would have left Chyrów by this line in 1920.
Photo: MSha, via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0. License: CC BY-SA 3.0
(credit the author and keep the license).
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The town hall of Chyrów, photographed in 2017.
Photo: Bogdan Syvanych, via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0. License: CC
BY-SA 4.0 (credit the author and keep the license).

The synagogue of Dobromil, Malka Unger's birthplace, about 1910.
National Museum in Lviv collection, via Wikimedia Commons. License: Public
domain (as tagged on Commons).
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Dobromil synagogue, about 1910: a second view.
National Museum in Lviv collection, via Wikimedia Commons. License: Public
domain (as tagged on Commons).

The market square of Dobromil on a postcard of about 1910, printed
and published in the town by Abraham Turk.
Postcard published by Abraham Turk, Dobromil; private collection, via
Wikimedia Commons. License: Public domain (as tagged on Commons).

Dobromil's main street, lined with Jewish-owned shops, between
1918 and 1928. The church is in the background.
Unknown photographer, private collection, via Wikimedia Commons. License:
Public domain (as tagged on Commons).

Kniażpol (Kniazhpil), near Dobromil, where Leib (Leibisch) Unger
died in January 1918. Modern photograph, 2009.
Photo: MSha, via Wikimedia Commons. License: Released into the public domain
by the author.

Wahrsager & Unger

298



The Great Synagogue of Drohobycz, about 1900. Chane Pessel
Wahrsager née Oher died in Drohobycz in 1898.
Unknown photographer, via Wikimedia Commons. License: Public domain (as
tagged on Commons).

Stryjska Street in Drohobycz about 1918, with Jewish shops and the
Ose Chesed synagogue.
Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe (sign. 1-U-941), via Wikimedia Commons. License:
Public domain (as tagged on Commons).

The Old Synagogue of Przemyśl, about 1910–13. Malka's sister Chaja
Lea Unger married in Przemyśl in 1915.
Unknown photographer, private collection, via Wikimedia Commons. License:
Public domain (as tagged on Commons).

Przemyśl's New Synagogue as pictured in the Kraków weekly
'Nowości Illustrowane', no. 16, 1912 (photo M. Todt).
Nowości Illustrowane 16/1912 (Jagiellonian Digital Library), via Wikimedia
Commons. License: Public domain.
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The 'Dobromil' sheet of the Austro-Hungarian Special Map
(Spezialkarte, scale 1:75,000), about 1908. It covers Dobromil and the
country north towards Przemyśl and Niżankowice.
k.u.k. Militärgeographisches Institut; New York Public Library, Lionel Pincus and
Princess Firyal Map Division, via Wikimedia Commons. License: CC0 / public
domain.

Detail of the same 1908 map: the town of Dobromil, its railway and
the surrounding villages.
k.u.k. Militärgeographisches Institut; New York Public Library, via Wikimedia
Commons. License: CC0 / public domain.
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The district (Bezirk) of Dobromil as it was in 1854. Dobromil,
Chyrów and Kniażpol, the family's three towns, sit within a few miles
of each other. Modern reconstructed map.
Map: Qqerim, via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0. License: CC BY-SA 4.0
(credit the author and keep the license).

Chyrów's town centre on the Austrian cadastral map of 1853, the
map the town's 1853 property register is keyed to. That register names
Elias Wahrsager as owner of house 207, Hersch Oher of house 29 and
Jankel Gottesdiener of houses 36–37. The numbers on the buildings
are parcel numbers, not house numbers. The market square and St
Joseph's church are at the top; the Jewish community buildings
(school, prayer house, bath; parcels 16–19) at upper left; the buildings
by the road at lower left are about where house 207 (parcels 247–248)
stood. House positions are approximate and come from Gesher
Galicia's geo-referenced index of this map. CONFIRMED

Archiwum Państwowe w Przemyślu, 56/126/0/261M (“Markt Chyrów in
Galizien Samborer Kreis”, scan 7), via szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl. License: public
domain (1853 government survey).

Neve Ovadia at Kfar Etzion, c. 1946: a rest home, library and culture
house named for Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), Elias
Wahrsager's half-brother, dedicated 8 September 1946. 

CONFIRMED

Photo: Avraham Malavsky, JNF Photo Archive (JNF045374), via Wikimedia
Commons. License: public domain (as marked on Commons).

Lesko, 17 August 1914: marriage of Hersch Gottesdiener, shoemaker,
born in Chyrów in 1873, son of Nuta and Sura Gottesdiener, former
merchants of Chyrów, to Chaja Lea Tink. A Chyrów Gottesdiener
family of Gavriel's generation; no record links them to Elias. 

POSSIBLE

Archiwum Państwowe w Rzeszowie Oddział w Sanoku, fond 60/448, sygn. 6, scan
53, act 38; szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl. Polish State Archives scan, free reuse with
credit.
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Mościska, 24 May 1906: birth of Abraham Peisach, son of Chaim
Nagel falso Friedel and Freida Gottesdiener, 'daughter of Natan
(Nuta) and Sara Gottesdiener' of Chyrów. Freida was Hersch
Gottesdiener's sister. POSSIBLE

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 2897, scan 194, act 69; szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl.
Polish State Archives scan, free reuse with credit.

Przemyśl, January 1908: marriage of Chaim Jona Wahrsager,
carpenter of Chyrów, son of Feiga Wahrsager (the words 'falso
Dominitz' after his name are struck through), to Masza Mund recte
Ringel. POSSIBLE

AP Przemyśl, fond 56/1924, sygn. 32, scan 135, act 1; szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl.
Polish State Archives scan, free reuse with credit.

The Berlin address book for 1910: “Wahrsager, Elias”, leather worker,
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1910, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin (digital.zlb.de),
page 3008: https://digital.zlb.de/viewer/image/34115495_1910/3008/

The Berlin address book for 1910, street section: the residents of
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37, including Elias Wahrsager, a
leather worker. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1910, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin (digital.zlb.de),
page 4371: https://digital.zlb.de/viewer/image/34115495_1910/4371/

The Berlin address book for 1912: “Wahrsager, Elias”, leather worker,
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1912, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin (digital.zlb.de),
page 3254: https://digital.zlb.de/viewer/image/34115495_1912/3254/

The Berlin address book for 1912, street section: the residents of
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37, including Elias Wahrsager, a
leather worker. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1912, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin (digital.zlb.de),
page 4654: https://digital.zlb.de/viewer/image/34115495_1912/4654/
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The Berlin address book for 1913, street section: the residents of
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37, including Elias Wahrsager, a
leather worker. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1913, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin (digital.zlb.de),
page 4732: https://digital.zlb.de/viewer/image/34115495_1913/4732/

The Berlin address book for 1915: “Wahrsager, Elias”, leather worker,
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1915, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin (digital.zlb.de),
page 3350: https://digital.zlb.de/viewer/image/34115495_1915/3350/

The Berlin address book for 1915, street section: the residents of
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37, including Elias Wahrsager, a
leather worker. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1915, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin (digital.zlb.de),
page 4771: https://digital.zlb.de/viewer/image/34115495_1915/4771/

The Berlin address book for 1916, street section: the residents of
Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37, including “Wahrsager, E.”, here a
cardboard worker. CONFIRMED

Berliner Adreßbuch 1916, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin (digital.zlb.de),
page 4525: https://digital.zlb.de/viewer/image/34115495_1916/4525/
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Marriage record of Hersz Natan Dominitz, a baker born in Chyrów,
son of Leib Dominitz and Feiga Wahrsager, and Freida Reich (recte
Gottesdiener), Przemyśl, 3 July 1898. The record itself is Confirmed;
how Feiga Wahrsager was related to Elias Wahrsager is not stated
(Possible). POSSIBLE

State Archive in Przemyśl, fond 56/1924, sygn. 16, marriage register 1893–1899,
act 55/1898 (szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl, unit 18227815)

The rabbis’ directory Ohalei Shem (Pinsk 1912), under Chyrów: R’
Zvi Hirsch Rimalt, born 1875, son of R’ Pinchas Rimalt — of the
Rimalt family who were the rabbis of Chyrów for four generations, in
the years HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener lived there. 

CONFIRMED

Ohalei Shem (S. N. Gottlieb, Pinsk 1912), p. 284, via HebrewBooks.org (no. 36602)

Ohalei Shem (Pinsk 1912), under Zolkiew: R’ Pinchas Rimalt, born
1852, son of R’ Shimon Elimelech, the rabbi of Chyrów; received as
rabbi of Chyrów in 1893 after his father, and of Zolkiew from 1905. 

CONFIRMED

Ohalei Shem (S. N. Gottlieb, Pinsk 1912), pp. 442–443, via HebrewBooks.org (no.
36602)

Sambor, 3 February 1922 (entry 10): marriage of Abraham Dominitz
recte Gottesdiener, rabbinical candidate of Chyrów, son of the late
Feiga Dominitz, ritual wife of Gabryel Gottesdiener, and Marjem
Wachs, born at Seretce near Załoźce, of Sambor, daughter of Chaim
Wachs and Chaja Itta. Rabbi Aharon Lewin officiated. 

CONFIRMED

Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych (AGAD), Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 3698, scan
0038
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Wiener Zeitung, 9 May 1899, p. 23: the Sambor court enters the firm
“Samuel Wahrsager” of Chyrów, a timber business, in the commercial
register (kinship to Elias: Possible). CONFIRMED

Wiener Zeitung, 9 May 1899, p. 23; ANNO – Austrian Newspapers Online,
Österreichische Nationalbibliothek.

Marriage licence no. 2106, Bronx, 26 February 1946: Charles
Wahrsager, 36, furrier, born in Berlin, son of Elias and Mollie Unger,
and Ruth Seltzer, 25, secretary, daughter of Charles Seltzer and Sarah
Rosenbaum. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1946-0002106)
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Certificate of marriage, 10 March 1946: Rabbi Osias Teitelbaum
married Charles Wahrsager and Ruth Seltzer at 1440 Plimpton
Avenue, Bronx, in the presence of David Brecher and Michael H.
Zelig. CONFIRMED

NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records (L-B-1946-0002106)

City Clerk’s index of marriage licences, Bronx 1946, grooms:
“Wahrsager, Charles”, licence 2106, 26 February 1946. CONFIRMED

NYC City Clerk marriage licence index, Bronx 1946 (Reclaim The Records /
Internet Archive), scan 707
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The grave marker of Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener, 1876 [sic; born
4 October 1875] – 30 October 1941, son of HaRav Gavriel HaKohen
Gottesdiener of Chyrów. Vienna Central Cemetery, Gate IV, group
21, row 38, grave 55. CONFIRMED

Photo: Find a Grave (volunteer upload by MDav, 1 Feb 2022), memorial
103933385 — https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/103933385

Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), portrait printed with his
memorial essay in Bamishor, 29 August 1941 CONFIRMED

Bamishor, 29 Aug 1941, p. 8 — via the National Library of Israel historical
newspapers (Historical Jewish Press)
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Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), portrait printed with his
memorial notice in Netiva, 7 May 1951, p. 18 CONFIRMED

National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press (Netiva, 7 May 1951, p. 18,
illustration netiva19510507-01.2.47.1)

Marriage of Israel Oher, Borysław, 1906 (act 48): born in Chyrów,
living in Borysław, a watchman, 55 and single, son of the late Schmil
Eliasz Oher and Feige née Gartenberg; the bride Freida Bruck of
Borysław, 40, daughter of the late Hillel and Leia Bruck. 

CONFIRMED

Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych (AGAD), Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 2548
(Borysław Jewish marriages 1906), p. 27–28, act 48; image via JRI-Poland /
AGAD metrykalia album, http://agadd2.home.net.pl/metrykalia/300_new/
album/2548/ (image 1_300_0_0_2548_0016.jpg)

Death of Dawid Oher, Drohobycz, 27 September 1910 (act 211): son
of the late Samuel Eliasz and Feiga Oher; 77, a widower; buried 29
September. (Cause-of-death column cropped out.) CONFIRMED

AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 2836 (Drohobycz Jewish deaths 1910), p. 43, act
211; image via JRI-Poland / AGAD metrykalia album, http://
agadd2.home.net.pl/metrykalia/300_new/album/2836/ (image
1_300_0_0_2836_0046.jpg)

People of this chapter
Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen (1880–1954) · Malka (Mollie) Wahrsager née Unger (1880–1963) · Sabina (Sara) Schiff née
Wahrsager (1906–1988) · Paul Schiff (alias Josef Brawer) (1900–1989) · Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager (1909–1996) · Ruth
Wahrsager née Seltzer (1920–2012) · Frances Marsha Wahrsager (1951–1995) · Jacob Lische (Yaakov Elisha) Wahrsager of Chyrów
(?–bef. 1882) · Chana Pessel Wahrsager née Oher (c. 1812–1898) · Hersch (Tzvi) Oher (?–bef. 1898) · Chaja Oher née Binderman
(?–bef. 1898) · HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener (c. 1845–1922) · Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener (1875–1941) · Feige (Friga)
Gottesdiener née Kleinmann (c. 1877–1931) · Emanuel Gottesdiener (1900–) · Meilech (Emil) Gottesdiener (1902–1942) · Dr Av‐
raham Ovadia (Avraham HaKohen Gottesdiener) (1893–1941) · Feige (Feiga) Gottesdiener née Dominitz (?–bef. 1922) · Yehuda
Aryeh Leib (Leibisch, Leiba) Unger (c. 1851–1918) · Rifke (Rywka) Unger · Chaja Lea (Chaje Leie) Goldberg née Unger (c. 1870–
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1943) · Schulem (Szulim) Leib Goldberg · Ciwie (Cilli) Goldberg (1893–) · Chaim Jakób Dominitz (c. 1899–) · Blima Dominitz (c.
1896–) · Markus Schiff · [Genta?] Schiff née Brawer · Michael Goldberg (1915–1942) · Sura (Sara) née Wahrsager, called Mindel (?–
c. 1880) · Abraham Dominitz · Ester (Estera) Dominitz · Leib Jojna Dominitz (1882–) · Chana Marya Gottesdiener (1885–) · Bluma
Surkis née Gottesdiener (1887–) · Röschen Gottesdiener recte Wahrsager (1908–1909) · Erna Wahrsager (?–1916) · Wello Gottes‐
diener (?–1910) · Chana-Lea Gottesdiener · Abraham Gottesdiener of Kraków (1876–1920) · Hersch Karpel (Surkis) (1885–) · Wil‐
helm Goldberg · Zelman Oher of Chyrów · Elias (Schmil Elias) Oher (c. 1800–) · Mordche Schabse Oher · Salamon (Schloma) Unger
of Chyrów (?–bef. 1900) · Marjema (Marjem) Unger (?–bef. 1900) · Debora Limmer née Unger (c. 1840–1900) · Benjamin Limmer ·
Nuta (Natan) Gottesdiener of Chyrów · Sura (Sara) Gottesdiener née Mai · Hersch Gottesdiener (1873–) · Chaja Lea Gottesdiener
née Tink · Freida Nagel née Gottesdiener (1878–) · Chaim Nagel falso Friedel · Abraham Peisach Nagel (1906–) · Izrael Aron
Wahrsager of Chyrów · Rosza Wahrsager née Gurfein · Chaim Jonas Wahrsager (c. 1893–) · Izrael Aron Wahrsager (the younger) · 
Feiga Wahrsager of Chyrów · Chaim Jona Wahrsager (c. 1887–) · David Gottesdiener of Chyrów · Elka (or Ryfka) Gottesdiener née
Spira · Samuel Gottesdiener (1905–) · Wolf Gottesdiener (1912–) · Marjem (Maryjem) Wachs (1898–) · Charles Seltzer · Sarah Seltzer
née Rosenbaum · Hinde (Hinda) Glasberg née Wahrsager (c. 1842–1905) · Samuel Glasberg · Hersch Glasberg (1863–) · Nusen
Glasberg (1865–) · Moses Glasberg (1867–) · Machle Neger née Glasberg (1877–) · Keile Sara Glasberg (1879–1880) · Jacob Elische
(Jakób Elisze) Glasberg (1882–1890) · Chaja Lea Glasberg (Littman) (c. 1867–1934) · Beile (Bajla) Glasberg née Leichtmann (c.
1866–) · Majlach (Meilech) Glasberg (1890–1907) · Freuda (Freida) Glasberg (1892–1892) · Henia Glasberg (1893–) · Sara Glasberg
(1895–) · Moses Glasberg (1897–) · Jakób Lische Glasberg (1899–) · Chana Pessel Glasberg (1902–) · Israel Glasberg (1905–) · 
Hinde Glasberg (1909–) · Markus Josef (Jozef) Neger (c. 1876–) · Lea Hinde Neger (1905–) · Israel Neger (1906–) · Jossel Glasberg
(recte Wahrsager) (c. 1872–) · Feige Oher née Gartenberg (c. 1803–1889) · Josel Oher (c. 1824–1882) · Leib Oher (c. 1830–1894) · 
Dawid Oher (c. 1833–1910) · Chaje Lamberg née Oher (c. 1835–1895) · Isak Oher (c. 1845–1887) · Israel Oher (c. 1845–1919)

Sources for this chapter
Cadastral map of Chyrów, 1853, Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine in Lviv, fond 186 (Gesher Galicia Maps Project)
Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, deaths 1898, Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych, Warsaw, fond 300 (JRI-Poland)
Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, deaths 1905, p. 16 no. 80, Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych, Warsaw, fond 300, album 2400 (JRI-Poland)
Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, births 1882 (JRI-Poland)
Unknown photographer, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
National Museum in Lviv, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
Postcard published by Abraham Turk, Dobromil, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, Jerusalem, 3393/4
Family tree photograph (MyHeritage family tree, copied to Geni.com, 2015)
Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1909
Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1914
Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1917, p. 3118
Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1918, p. 3009
Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1919
Sambor civil marriage register, 1922, act no. 10 (Polish State Archives)
Mount of Olives grave register (City of David), card 33138
HaBoker, 19 Jun 1941 (National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press)
HaOlam, 1941 (National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press)
Machzikei HaDas, 1911 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
Kraków Jewish birth register 1900, entry 541
Kraków Jewish birth register 1902
Przemyśl Jewish birth register, 1861
Dobromil Jewish marriage register 1915–1940, entry 11 of 1920
St. Albans District manifests (NARA M1464), U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch)
U.S. border crossings from Canada, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 

Wahrsager & Unger

309



Manifests of passengers arriving in the St. Albans, Vermont, District (National Archives M1464), via FamilySearch, Vermont, St. Albans, Canadian
Border Crossings, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9981-Q31K-V
NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives
U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York, petition file 91265 (FamilySearch, host)
U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch, host)
Central News / Agence Rol, Bibliothèque nationale de France (Gallica), public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
New York passenger lists (NARA T715), U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch)
NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Bronx marriages, no. 232 (1930)
1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, sheet 81A (FamilySearch)
1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, sheet 2B (FamilySearch)
United States Census, 1940, Bronx, ED 3-566, sheet 11A (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KQ5J-WN2
New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (filed with his petition); FamilySearch
New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9HN-9RY7
New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3QS7-L9HN-9R44
1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-603, sheet 9A (FamilySearch)
U.S. World War II draft registration cards, 1940, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
United States, World War II Draft Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1940–1947, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C341-
DSPY-N
U.S. World War II draft registration cards, 1942, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
United States, World War II Draft Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1942, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-67ZQ-8NG
United States, World War II Draft Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1940–1947, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3WP-
DSTC-1
New York State National Guard records, New York State Archives (FamilySearch)
1950 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-131, sheet 74 (FamilySearch)
United States Census, 1950, Bronx (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XY3-LYBW
United States Census, 1950, Bronx, New York, ED 3-648, sheet 11 line 30 and sheet 12 line 1, dwelling 131 (FamilySearch records https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6X5S-W62L and https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6X5S-W62P ; images https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHN-GQHW-M94X-G and https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHK-SQHW-M9WJ-P ).
Find a Grave memorial 103933385, marker photo
Find a Grave memorial 253378280
JewishGen Worldwide Burial Registry (Vienna), via BillionGraves records 123006914 and 123006907
Find a Grave memorials 146937971 and 172082604
NYC Death Index 1949–65 (Elias Wahrsager, d. 11 Dec 1954, Bronx); his gravestone (17 Kislev 5715)
Library and Archives Canada, Canadian immigration records (Form 30A), S.S. Grampian 1920, p. 25, line 14, via FamilySearch (image 3:1:3Q9M-
C34M-FSWR-K)
Landesarchiv Berlin, P Rep. 808 Nr. 84 (Berlin X a birth name index 1908, no. 765); Berlin births and deaths indexes 1874–1910 / 1874–1985
Round 56 research (22 Oct 2026)
AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, Drohobycz Jewish deaths 1898, akt 5; 1882 Drohobycz birth of Jacob Elische Glasberg; Gesher Galicia AGD, Chyrów
property owners 1853
Archiwum Państwowe w Rzeszowie, fond 59/533, sygn. 27 (marriage papers 1925), scans 247–248; Archiwum Narodowe w Krakowie, Jewish
births 1885 akt 184 and 1887 akt 513 (Dan Hirschberg’s Kraków Jewish records index)
Archiwum Państwowe w Przemyślu, fond 56/1924, sygn. 36, scan 9 (Przemyśl Jewish marriages 1915, act 31); Gesher Galicia AGD, Dobromil
deaths 1915–39, #229:356
Social Security record; SS Majestic list, Sep 1927; Berlin births index 1874–1910
Archiwum Narodowe w Krakowie, Jewish marriages 1910, act 121
Mount Zion Cemetery interment records; Tzafnat Pane’ach Institute; Berlin address books 1914–1932
Jüdisches Jahrbuch für Gross-Berlin 1926, Internet Archive
Neil Rosenstein, The Unbroken Chain, vol. 7, index p. 612
Berliner Adreßbuch 1914 image 4852, 1925 image 5575, 1927 images 2921 and 5934 (Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin)
Jüdisches Adressbuch für Gross-Berlin 1931/32, image 536
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Gesher Galicia, Przemyśl Jewish marriages 1915–1919, record 31 (Przemyśl State Archive, fond 1924, file 36)
Gazeta Lwowska no. 164 (20 Jul 1901) and no. 98 (1904); Galicia 1891 Business Directory
AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 2118, scan 0018 (Gródek Jagielloński Jewish births 1893, entry 193)
AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 3358, scan 0001 (Drohobycz-district Jewish marriages 1931, entry 2)
Bronx Certificate and Record of Marriage no. 232, 14 Dec 1929, p. 1 (in the gallery)
Holocaust memorial records, no. 1039678
Holocaust memorial records, no. 1062034
Holocaust memorial records, no. 1095940
Service historique de la Défense, AC 21 P
NARA catalog NAID 608595110
IKG Wien marriage register 1914 no. 348, via JewishGen Vienna Marriages (Enhanced)
Sambor banns Dec 1921–Jan 1922 (AGD #206:1276); IKG Wien births 1922/II no. 2496
IKG Wien marriage register 1920 no. 305; births 1922/II no. 2496 and 1927 no. 161 (JewishGen indexes)
Chyrów Tabula Register 1803–1855 (TsDIAL Lviv, fond 166, op. 1, sprava 2248), Gesher Galicia index #790:83, #790:201, #790:13
AGAD, fond 300, sygn. 2114, scan 2 (Drohobycz deaths 1900, akt 6)
IKG Wien births 1922/I no. 478 (JewishGen index)
St Albans district card 27 Jan 1921 (NARA); SDNY petition 15 Nov 1926; NY County declaration no. 270571 (via FamilySearch)
New York passenger lists 1927, S.S. Majestic (NARA, via FamilySearch)
1930, 1940, 1950 U.S. censuses; 1942 draft registration (via FamilySearch)
Bronx County Supreme Court declaration no. 117029 (via FamilySearch)
Chyrów Tabula Register #790:201 (1837); 1867 Chyrów voters' list, Archiwum Narodowe w Krakowie 29/684/0/1/305, indexed by Gesher
Galicia
National Library of Israel 990022310300205171; Ein le-Etzion p. 39; Netanya municipality public-gardens page
Wellwood–Beth Moses Cemetery interment search (wellwoodcemetery.com/search), read 22 Oct 2026
AP Rzeszów, Sanok branch, fond 60/448, sygn. 6, act 38 (Lesko 1914); AGAD fond 300, sygn. 2897, act 69 (Mościska births 1906); AGAD fond
300, sygn. 4272, p. 17, entry 2 (Mościska marriage 1906)
AP Przemyśl, fond 56/1924, sygn. 32, scan 135, act 1
Galician Jewish register: AGAD fond 300, sygn. 4331, p. 20, entry 2
Galician Jewish register: AGAD fond 300, sygn. 3698, p. 38, entry 2 (Sambor 1922)
Galician Jewish register: AGAD fond 300, sygn. 4368, p. 37, entry 4
Curliste Karlsbad, 20 Jul 1894, p. 5; Wiener Zeitung, 9 May 1899, p. 23 (ANNO: https://anno.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/anno?
aid=wrz&datum=18990509&seite=23)
NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Marriage Licenses, Bronx 1946, no. 2106 (L-B-1946-0002106); City Clerk’s Index to Marriage
Licenses, Bronx 1946, scan 707
NYC Municipal Archives, Historical Vital Records, Bronx 1946 marriage licence no. 2106, certificate
All Galicia Database (Gesher Galicia), index rows: Drohobycz Jewish births 1816–1869 (TsDIAL 701/1/39) #6:6971, #6:7692, #6:8387; Borysław
births 1903 #46:101
JRI-Poland index of the Jewish registers of Drohobycz (AGAD Warsaw, fond 300): births 1877 akt 295, 1879 akt 378, 1882 akt 32, 1890 akt 322,
1892 akt 56, 1893 akt 199, 1895 akt 126, 1897 akt 9, 1899 akt 5, 1902 akt 27, 1905 akt 25 and 179, 1906 akt 285, 1909 akt 311; marriages 1900 akt
68, 1901 akt 4; deaths 1880 akt 208, 1890 akt 78, 1907 akt 281, 1934 akt 60
JRI-Poland index of the Jewish registers of Drohobycz (AGAD Warsaw, fond 300), marriages 1901, akt 5 (sygn. 2113) (index row; image not
viewed)
JRI-Poland legacy index of the AGAD (fond 300) and Przemyśl archive registers: Drohobycz deaths 1882 act 151, 1887 act 40, 1889 act 61, 1894
act 259, 1895 act 208, 1910 act 211, 1919 act 146; marriages 1906 act 48 (https://legacy.jri-poland.org/databases/)
AGAD Warsaw, fond 300, sygn. 2548 (Borysław Jewish marriages 1906), act 48, and sygn. 2836 (Drohobycz Jewish deaths 1910), act 211; images
via JRI-Poland / AGAD metrykalia album
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berliner Adreßbuch 1914, image 4852
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berliner Adreßbuch 1925, image 5575
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berliner Adreßbuch 1927, image 5934
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Berliner Adreßbuch 1927, image 2921
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Jüdisches Adressbuch für Gross-Berlin 1931/32, image 536
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, Jüdisches Adressbuch für Gross-Berlin 1931/32, image 467
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C H A P T E R  S I X

Resting Places
Beth Moses, Beth David, Lakeside Memorial Park and Har HaMenuchot

New York · Florida · Jerusalem



D

Resting Places
Beth Moses, Beth David, Lakeside Memorial Park and Har HaMenuchot

avid Brecher and his sons Eugene and Alex rest side by side in Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon, Long
Island, in the plot of Congregation Yetev Lev D’Satmar — Section 2, Block 18, Row 6: David in Grave 18,
Eugene in Grave 17 and Alex in Grave 16, as the cemetery’s own burial register records; Alex’s son Meir

rests in the same cemetery, in another section. Esther Brecher, her daughter Lucy and son-in-law Paul Friedman,
and  Anne’s  parents  Elias  and  Malka  Wahrsager  rest  in  Lakeside  Memorial  Park,  Florida.  Samuel  and  Rose
Eilender rest in Beth David Cemetery, Elmont, New York. Yehuda Aryeh Brecher is buried on Har HaMenuchot
in Jerusalem, and Freidy’s husband Chaim Shaul Schondorf in Wellwood Cemetery, West Babylon. The stones of
Alex and Anne are reproduced in Part I.
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R’ Yosef ben R’ Dovid HaKohen Brecher — Eugene — who died 15
Cheshvan 5722 (26 October 1961). Beth Moses Cemetery, West
Babylon, New York, beside his father and his brother Alex. 

CONFIRMED

Family collection

Esther Sheindel bat Yaakov Tzvi, wife of R’ Dovid HaKohen Brecher,
who died on the Sabbath of Chayei Sarah, 22 Cheshvan 5741 (1
November 1980). Lakeside Memorial Park, Florida. CONFIRMED

Family collection

Esther Brecher’s bronze marker, 1887–1980. Lakeside Memorial Park. 
CONFIRMED

Family collection
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Shifra Chana bat R’ Dovid HaKohen, wife of Pinchas Shalom
Friedman — Lucy Friedman née Brecher — died 22 December 1984.
Lakeside Memorial Park. CONFIRMED

Family collection

Pinchas Shalom ben Yosef Efraim Friedman — Paul Friedman, Lucy’s
husband — who died on the eve of the Sabbath, 24 Nisan 5743 (April
1983). Lakeside Memorial Park. CONFIRMED

Family collection
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Yechiel Mechel ben R’ Dovid HaKohen — Nicholas Brecher — 21
November 1915 to 18 October 2014. He served in the United States
Army from 1942 to 1945. CONFIRMED

Family collection

Elisha son of R’ Gavriel HaKohen Wahrsager — Elias Wahrsager —
died 17 Kislev 5715 (11 December 1954). Lakeside Memorial Park. 

CONFIRMED

Family collection
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Malka bat Aryeh Leib, wife of Elisha Wahrsager, died 3 Tammuz 5723
(25 June 1963). Lakeside Memorial Park. CONFIRMED

Family collection

Malka Wahrsager’s gravestone (detail): 3 Tammuz 5723, that is 25
June 1963. CONFIRMED

Gravestone; New York State death index

The family row at Lakeside Memorial Park, Florida: Malka Wahrsager,
Paul and Lucy Friedman, and Elias Wahrsager. CONFIRMED

Family collection
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Samuel Eilender, husband of Rosa Brecher, 1880–1937. Beth David
Cemetery, Elmont, New York. CONFIRMED

Find a Grave, memorial 245798842

R’ Meir ben R’ Shimshon HaKohen Brecher — Meir (Myron), son of
Alex and Anne — who died 9 Tevet 5780 (5/6 January 2020). Beth
Moses Cemetery, West Babylon, New York, Section 2, Block 21, Row
12, Grave 10 (Brotherhood of America plot). CONFIRMED

Family collection

Resting Places

321



R’ Yehuda Aryeh ben R’ Shimshon HaKohen Brecher, son of Alex
and Anne, died 17 Kislev 5772 (13 December 2011). Har
HaMenuchot, Jerusalem. CONFIRMED

Family collection

The gravestone of Chaim Shaul Schondorf, son of Elazar HaLevi,
husband of Freidy Brecher, who died on Simchat Torah, 23 Tishrei
5771 (1 October 2010). Wellwood Cemetery, West Babylon, New
York. CONFIRMED

Find a Grave, memorial 245098163; Wellwood Cemetery records

A printed dedication by her grandson in Likutei Perushei HaRishonim (1981), in memory of his grandmother Esther Sheindel, daughter of R’
Zvi, of the Brecher family, who died on 22 Cheshvan 5741 (1 November 1980). CONFIRMED

Likutei Perushei HaRishonim, 1981, dedication page

Emigrants from Bănila pe Ceremuș (Banila on the Cheremosh, most likely, not the rabbi’s Banila on the Siret)
and its neighbouring village of Ispas bought their own burial plot on Long Island, under the name of the First
Banilla–Ispaser Bukowiner society. One Brecher lies there: Mae (Mina) Brecher, daughter of Yeshaya HaKohen,
1903–1989. Where she belongs in the family is not yet known.
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The gate of the plot of the First Banilla–Ispaser Bukowiner society —
the burial society of emigrants from Banila and its neighbour Ispas —
at Wellwood Cemetery, Long Island. CONFIRMED

Wellwood Cemetery, West Babylon, New York (photograph via Find a Grave)

The stone of Mae (Mina) Brecher, daughter of Yeshaya HaKohen, 25
December 1903 – 8 October 1989, in the Banilla–Ispaser society plot
at Wellwood Cemetery. LIKELY

Find a Grave memorial 253499656; Wellwood Cemetery register, interment
W60999

Records found since the book

New grave photos: Hannah Brecher Rudman and Albert Rudman, Shaarei Tfiloh, Baltimore (plots K-478 and K-477), with
their BRECHER / RUDMAN family stone. Exact graves found for Harry and Mollie Brecher (Montefiore, Block 76, Row
8L, Graves 1–2) and, Likely, Selig and Fagie Rudich (United Hebrew, Staten Island, Section 4, Row 3, Graves 3–4). 

CONFIRMED

Find a Grave memorials 126944465, 126944464, 158155543, 158155549, 279681403, 279681399

Ruth Wahrsager née Seltzer rests in Beth Moses Cemetery (Wellwood), Section 2, Block 26, Row 5, Grave 14; Kallmann
(Charles) Wahrsager lies in Row 7, Grave 13 of the same block, both in the Sinai Fraternal Order plot. CONFIRMED

Wellwood–Beth Moses Cemetery interment search (https://wellwoodbethmoses.com/search/), read 22 Oct 2026 and again 24 Oct 2026

Margaret Brecher (Mindel bat Moshe), wife of Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher, rests in Lakeside Memorial Park, Miami; her
yahrzeit falls on 16 Tevet. LIKELY

obituary; 1950 census; Young Israel Congregation (Surfside/Bal Harbour) newsletter

Rosa (Rose) Eilender née Brecher was buried at Beth David Cemetery in July 1948, beside her husband Samuel; her death
certificate names her parents as Meyer Brecher and Frieda Froner. CONFIRMED

New York City death certificate, Kings County, 1948, no. 14036 (NYC Municipal Archives)

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Sources for this chapter
Family collection
Gravestone; New York State death index
Find a Grave, memorial 245798842
Find a Grave, memorial 245098163; Wellwood Cemetery records
Likutei Perushei HaRishonim, 1981, dedication page
Wellwood Cemetery, West Babylon, New York (photograph via Find a Grave)
Find a Grave memorial 253499656; Wellwood Cemetery register, interment W60999
Find a Grave memorials 126944465, 126944464, 158155543, 158155549, 279681403, 279681399
Wellwood–Beth Moses Cemetery interment search (https://wellwoodbethmoses.com/search/), read 22 Oct 2026 and again 24 Oct 2026
obituary; 1950 census; Young Israel Congregation (Surfside/Bal Harbour) newsletter
New York City death certificate, Kings County, 1948, no. 14036 (NYC Municipal Archives)
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The direct line on one page
32 direct ancestors over 8 generations, from the four siblings back. Fold-out: open to read across.

T H E F O U R S I B L I N G S P A R E N T S G R A N D P A R E N T S G R E A T - G R A N D P A R E N T S 2 × G R E A T - G R A N D P A R E N T S 3 × G R E A T - G R A N D P A R E N T S 4 × G R E A T - G R A N D P A R E N T S 5 × G R E A T - G R A N D P A R E N T S

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret
?–bef. 1868 · Likely

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) B…
?–1868 · Likely

R’ Aryeh Leibush (of Stryj)
bef. c. 1745–bef. 1812 · Likely

R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj
c. 1764–1844 · Likely

R’ Yehuda
?–bef. 1844 · Confirmed

Leah bat Yehuda
?–1844 · Likely

Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger
?–1890 · Likely

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig Lei…
c. 1832–1911 · Likely

Benjamin Hersch (Binyamin Tzvi) B…
?–bef. 1888 · Likely

Chaje Bernstein née Frenkel
?–bef. 1893 · Likely

Lea Brecher née Bernstein
c. 1831–1916 · Likely

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen
c. 1851– · Confirmed

József Frohner
· Confirmed

Reize Frohner née Korber
· Confirmed

Freide (Fani) Brecher née Frohner
c. 1856–1900 · Confirmed

David Brecher HaKohen
1881–1955 · Confirmed

Jakab Hers (Yaakov Tzvi) Klein, a…
· Likely

Johanna (Háni) Klein née Ferencz
?–bef. 1902 · Likely

Esther (Sheindel / Eszter Sára) B…
1886–1980 · Confirmed

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher
1910–1983 · Confirmed

HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener
c. 1845–1922 · Confirmed

Jacob Lische (Yaakov Elisha) Wahr…
?–bef. 1882 · Likely

Hersch (Tzvi) Oher
?–bef. 1898 · Confirmed

Chaja Oher née Binderman
?–bef. 1898 · Confirmed

Chana Pessel Wahrsager née Oher
c. 1812–1898 · Likely

Sura (Sara) née Wahrsager, called…
?–c. 1880 · Likely

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen
1880–1954 · Confirmed

Yehuda Aryeh Leib (Leibisch, Leib…
c. 1851–1918 · Confirmed

Rifke (Rywka) Unger
· Likely

Malka (Mollie) Wahrsager née Unger
1880–1963 · Confirmed

Anne (Chana Pessel / Ann Paula) B…
1913–1997 · Confirmed

The four siblings
Yosef Osher Gavriel · Meir · Leiby · Freidy
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✦

In Remembrance
Members of the family who died in the Holocaust, as the records name them. Dates and places only.

Recorded

Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher · b. 1 Mar 1869, Volovăț · d. 1942, Moghilev, Transnistria CONFIRMED

son of Eisig Brecher HaKohen and Lea Brecher née Bernstein

Pesel (Pepi) Brecher née Kupferman · b. 10 Dec 1881, Szurdok (Strâmtura) (1882 on her 1902 marriage act) · d. 1944,
Auschwitz CONFIRMED

wife of Asher HaKohen Brecher

Samuel (Sámuel Pinkász) Klein · b. 22 Jul 1877, Nagysomkút · d. 1944 (memorial record; Likely match) CONFIRMED

son of Jakab Hers Klein, also Herman Klein and Johanna Klein née Ferencz

Freida Brecher · b. 23 Oct 1904, Szurdok (Strâmtura) · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

child of Asher HaKohen Brecher and Pesel Brecher née Kupferman

Tema (Temtcha) Brecher · b. 20 Aug 1906, Szurdok (Strâmtura) · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

child of Asher HaKohen Brecher and Pesel Brecher née Kupferman

Izsák (Yitzchak) Brecher · b. 7 Apr 1909, Szurdok (Strâmtura) · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

son of Asher HaKohen Brecher and Pesel Brecher née Kupferman

József (Yosef) Brecher · b. 28 Feb 1912, Szurdok (Strâmtura) · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

son of Asher HaKohen Brecher and Pesel Brecher née Kupferman

Lázár (Eliezer) Brecher · b. 13 Aug 1916, Felsőbánya · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

son of Asher HaKohen Brecher and Pesel Brecher née Kupferman

Devora Brecher née Josef · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

wife of Lázár Brecher

Chaim Leib Brecher · b. 1921, Sighet · d. 1945 CONFIRMED

child of Asher HaKohen Brecher and Pesel Brecher née Kupferman

Leah Brecher · b. Sighet · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

child of Asher HaKohen Brecher and Pesel Brecher née Kupferman

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila · b. 1866, Banila · d. Jul 1941, Banila CONFIRMED

son of Zvi Brecher HaKohen and Chana Ruchama Brecher

Meilech (Emil) Gottesdiener · b. 1902, Kraków · d. 16 Apr 1942 (Likely) CONFIRMED

child of Todres Gottesdiener and Feige Gottesdiener née Kleinmann

Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty) Brecher née Knobler · b. c. 1871, Buczacz · d. 1941, Moghilev, Transnistria CONFIRMED

daughter of Israel Feiwisch Knobler and Sure Judith Knobler née Frenkel
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Minda Brecher · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

first wife of Farkas (Nachum Ze’ev) Brecher

Usher (Asher) Brecher · b. 1940, Grosswardein (Oradea) · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

grandson of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Motti Tabak · d. 1944 CONFIRMED

grandson of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Nachum Ze’ev and Minda Brecher (name not recorded) · b. Grosswardein (Oradea) · d. 1944, Auschwitz 
CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 1) · b. Romania · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 2) · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 3) · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Wife of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded) CONFIRMED

wife of Chaim Leib Brecher, son of R’ Asher

Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 1) CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 2) CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 3) CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 4) CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Yosef (Yossel) Brecher (name not recorded, 1) · b. Grosswardein (Oradea) CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Yosef (Yossel) Brecher (name not recorded, 2) · b. Grosswardein (Oradea) CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not recorded, 1) · b. Romania · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not recorded, 2) · b. Romania · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not recorded, 3) · b. Romania · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Baby of Simcha Eliezer and Devora Brecher (name not recorded) · d. in the ghetto CONFIRMED

grandchild of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher

Paula (Pesia) Fogel née Davidovics · b. 1884, Felsőbánya · d. 1944, Auschwitz CONFIRMED

second wife of Mihály Fogel
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Not yet resolved

Mihai (Mihály, Chaim) Tabak · b. 22 Jan 1907, Bárdfalu (Berbești) · d. 1944, Auschwitz LIKELY

spouse of Tema Brecher

Frimet (Frantiska) Brecher née Kreindler · b. 18 May 1910 · d. 1944, Auschwitz LIKELY

wife of Izsák Brecher

Shimon Klein · b. 5 Mar 1890, Felsőbánya (Nagybánya register) · d. 1944 (memorial records; Likely match) LIKELY

child of Jakab Hers Klein, also Herman Klein and Johanna Klein née Ferencz

Chaja Lea (Chaje Leie) Goldberg née Unger · b. c. Mar 1870, Chyrów · d. 5 Jan 1943, Lwów (Likely) LIKELY

Malka’s older sister (Likely)

Chaim Jakób Dominitz · b. c. 1899, Chyrów · d. date and place unknown LIKELY

Elias’s half-brother (Likely)

Michael Goldberg · b. 1915, Przemyśl · d. 1942, Bełżec LIKELY

son of Chaja Lea (Unger) Goldberg; Anne’s first cousin (Likely)

Jenő (Yehuda Yekutiel) Klein · b. 16 Apr 1882, Felsőbánya (memorial record) / c. 1884 (his age in the 1914 and 1918 acts) · d.
1944 LIKELY

brother of Esther Brecher née Klein

Survivors

Eigye (Agnes) Eilender née Katz · b. c. 1840–41 · d. 18 Jan 1877, Felsővisó (aged 36) LIKELY

wife of Elia Eilender

Jenő (Eugen) Brecher
son of Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher (Satu Mare survivors’ index, Likely)

Zwi Hugo Brecher
son of Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher (Satu Mare survivors’ index, Likely)

Lázár Szimha László Brecher
son of Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher (Satu Mare survivors’ index, Likely)

Béla Adalbert Brecher
son of Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher (Satu Mare survivors’ index, Likely)

Menyhért Fogel · b. 13 Feb 1903, Felsőbánya CONFIRMED

son of Berta Fogel née Klein; Esther’s nephew

Elemér Fogel · b. 3 Mar 1911, Felsőbánya LIKELY

son of Mihály Fogel by his second marriage

In Remembrance
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Faces in the photographs
Only people the caption or the family places are marked. A dashed box means the placing is likely, not certain.
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The family in the Bronx, early 1940s

1. Alex (Shimshon) Brecher — the siblings’ father. 1910–1983. Placed: standing in the centre (caption; identification by the family).
2. Esther (Sheindel / Eszter Sára) Brecher née Klein — the siblings’ grandmother. 1886–1980. Placed: seated, left (caption: “very
likely”, family identification).
3. David Brecher HaKohen — the siblings’ grandfather. 1881–1955. Placed: seated, right (caption: “very likely”, family
identification).

Not marked:

Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher — the caption places her standing in the centre beside Alex; which of the two women beside him is
not stated, so no box is drawn.
The two small children — not identified (the caption does not name them).
The other people standing — not identified in the caption.

Family collection (Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher), shared 2017

1

2 3

• 

• 
• 
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Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher with their children

1. Izsák (Yitzchak) Brecher — son of Asher HaKohen Brecher and Pesel Brecher née Kupferman. 1909–1944. Placed: the man (the
caption names Yitzchak with his wife and children).
2. Frimet (Frantiska) Brecher née Kreindler — wife of Izsák Brecher. 1910–1944. Placed: the woman (the caption names Yitzchak
with his wife and children).

Not marked:

The children — not named in the record.

Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15279659

1
2

• 
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Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch
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Stone photographs and transcriptions, Rădăuți and Sighet Jewish cemeteries.

Jewish Galicia and Bukovina
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Find a Grave
Memorial 245798842, Samuel Eilender, Beth David Cemetery; memorial 245098163, Chaim Shaul Schondorf, Wellwood
Cemetery.

Cemeteries
Beth Moses and Wellwood Cemeteries, West Babylon, New York (burial records); Beth David Cemetery, Elmont, New York;
Lakeside Memorial Park, Florida; Har HaMenuchot, Jerusalem.

FamilySearch
Host of the U.S. record images reproduced here.

Austrian National Library, ANNO
Bukowinaer Post, Bukowinaer Rundschau, Czernowitzer Zeitung, Czernowitzer Tagblatt and Czernowitzer Allgemeine
Zeitung, 1869–1913.

National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
Der Tog (New York), March 1955; Der Morgen Zhurnal (New York), July 1937.
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Fulton History (Old Fulton NY Post Cards)
Orangetown Telegram (Pearl River, N.Y.) and The Journal-News (Nyack, N.Y.), 1951–1963; Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1938.

NYC Municipal Archives, tax photographs
Photographs of New York City buildings taken for the tax rolls, about 1940.

New York City Clerk
Index to Marriage Licenses, Bronx, 1938 (digitized by Reclaim the Records, Internet Archive).

New York State Archives
Records of the New York Guard, 1945.

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin
Berliner Adreßbuch, 1909–1919.

Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine, Lviv
Cadastral map of Chyrów, 1853 (Gesher Galicia Maps Project).

Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych, Warsaw
Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, 1898 (indexed by JRI-Poland).

Rădăuți Jewish civil registers
Name index of births, marriages and deaths compiled from the Rădăuți civil registers.

H. Gold (ed.), Geschichte der Juden in der Bukowina
Vol. II (Tel Aviv, 1962), chapter on Siret.

Emlékkönyv Nagybánya, Nagysomkút, Felsőbánya…
(Tel Aviv, 1996), Yiddish Book Center collection, Internet Archive.

Social Security Administration
Numerical identification files and death master file; Veterans Affairs death file.

Family trees
Gottesdiener family tree (MyHeritage, copied to Geni.com): portraits of Elias Wahrsager and Gavriel Gottesdiener.

Picture archives
Fortepan (Budapest); Austrian National Library, Bildarchiv; Bibliothèque nationale de France (Gallica); Library of Congress;
U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command; National Museum in Lviv; Wikimedia Commons.

HebrewBooks
The printed spiritual will of R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher; Chedvat Yaakov by R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Sereth (Marghita,
1938); the books of Rabbi Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher of Banila: Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg, 1902), Shiloh (Lemberg, 1903;
Czernowitz, 1924), Sefer HaAdam, Katuv Yosher (Czernowitz, 1925), Parperaot LaMikraot (Marghita, c. 1930) and Kiyor
Me’even Dar.

Family collection
Photographs of gravestones and family papers.

JewishGen Hungary and Romania databases
Indexes of the Jewish registers of Felsővisó and Nagybánya and of the civil registers of Huszt, Zugó, Munkács, Királymező and
Baia Sprie.
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All Galicia Database (Gesher Galicia)
Chyrów property owners, 1853, and the Chyrów land register, 1803–1855.

State Archive of Zakarpattia Oblast, Berehove
Civil registers of Huszt, Volovec and Munkács, through their published indexes.

Dirshu, Be’er BaSadeh
Weekly, Chayei Sarah 5782 (2021), pp. 7–8: the date of Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita, 5698 [1938]) and its author’s teacher,
Rabbi Pinchas Moshe Burstein of Sereth.

Vienna Jewish community cemetery register
Burials of Todres Gottesdiener (1941) and Feige née Kleinmann (1931), Zentralfriedhof Gate IV

Kraków Jewish birth registers, 1900 and 1902
Births of Emanuel and Meilech (Emil), sons of Todres Gottesdiener

HaBoker, HaShachar and HaOlam, June 1941
Reports of the death of Dr Avraham Ovadia, naming his father HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener of Chyrów

Tygodnik Żydowski (Tarnów), 16 Dec 1932
Profile of Dr Gottesdiener, born in Chyrów, son of the local rabbi

Dobromil Jewish marriage register 1915–1940
Marriage of Izak Sauer and Jochwed Unger, 1920

Gura Humorului civil registers
Births, marriages and deaths of the Brecher and Knobler families, 1888–1900, indexed in the JewishGen Romania Database

Gura Humorului memorial book
List of the town’s dead, with Reuven Mordechai Brecher and Hava-Jetty née Knobler

Dos Yidishe Vort (Czernowitz), 1936
Press Ring notices naming R’ Yaakov Brecher of Banila

Image courtesy of Tzolman’s, auction 63, lot 18 (16 Jul 2023); shown for family-history reference
Pshuto shel Mikra by Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, with the author’s stamp

Montefiore Censuses (Montefiore Endowment)
1875 census of Safed, Kolel Austria, household 6877, line 8: R’ Avraham Brecher, born Sereth

Dos Yudishe Vort, Czernowitz
8 Oct 1937, p. 4: advertisement for Chedvat Yaakov (National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press)

Beth Moses Cemetery burial register
Wellwood & Beth Moses interment search: David (Grave 18), Eugene (17), Alex (16), Section 2, Block 18, Row 6

Library of Congress, Veterans History Project
Nicholas Brecher Collection, AFC/2001/001/77021: 2010 interview and wartime photo album

New York Department of State
Corporation record of Brecher Brothers, Inc., 1942–1992

Felsőbányai Hírlap; Nagybánya és Vidéke
Hungarian local newspapers, 1899–1928
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New York City 1940 tax photographs
NYC Municipal Archives

1950 U.S. census
National Archives

Arolsen Archives
IRO refugee and emigration records for Hugo Chaim Brecher, 1948–49

NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records
Marriage certificate of Harry Brecher and Mollie Rudich (1915); death certificates of Max Brecher (1920) and Feige Rudich
(1944)

New York County and federal naturalization records
Abraham Brecher’s petition (1911); Harry Brecher’s declaration (1910) and petition (1915); Selig Rudich’s petition (1920);
Jacob (Leon) Brecher’s petition, Baltimore (1927)

Ellis Island passenger lists
SS Patricia 1907; SS Amerika 1910; SS Rotterdam 1921; SS America 1921

Find a Grave and cemetery registers
Montefiore, Mount Judah and Mount Hebron (Queens), Shaarei Tfiloh (Baltimore), Wellwood (Long Island)

New York City Marriage License Index (Reclaim The Records)
Marriage licences of Stewart Wahrsager and Sandra Winkler (Manhattan), and of Frances M. Wahrsager and Mark Friedlander
(the Bronx).
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Picture credits
Every picture in this book carries its source in the line beneath it. Documents come from the archives, libraries
and newspapers  named there;  photographs from the family  and from the collections named.  Pictures  whose
owners have not yet given permission are not reproduced; the website links to them instead. If you hold the rights
to a picture here and would like it credited differently or removed, it will be corrected or taken out in the next
printing and on the website.
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Index of names

Aharon 248

Aizik HaKohen (c. 1820–1841) 248

Avraham HaKohen (R’ Avraham Brecher of Safed) (c. 1800–
1880) 248

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila (1866–1941) 
248

Yitzchak (Isak) Brecher HaKohen of Banila (1895–1978) 248

Baruch 35

Yute bat Baruch (?–1914) 35

Feiga Basch 174

Benjamin Hersch (Binyamin Tzvi) Bernstein (?–bef. 1888) 248

Chaje Bernstein née Frenkel (?–bef. 1893) 248

A daughter of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher 248

Abraham Brecher (1864–bef. 1944) 248

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher (1910–1983) 35

Anne (Chana Pessel / Ann Paula) Brecher née Wahrsager (1913–
1997) 35

Arthur S. Brecher (1928–2021) 248

Asher (Uszer) HaKohen Brecher (c. 1876–1940) 173

Baby of Simcha Eliezer and Devora Brecher (name not recorded) 
174

Beatrice May “Bessie” Brecher née Canter (1926–2001) 248

Chaim Leib Brecher (1921–1945) 173

Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher (1887–1940) 173

Chaim Yoel (Chaim Joel) Brecher HaKohen (?–1941) 248

Chana Brecher (?–1941) 248

Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty) Brecher née Knobler (c. 1871–1941) 248

Chana Ruchama Brecher (?–bef. 1930) 248

Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 1) 174

Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 2) 174

Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 3) 174

Child of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded, 4) 174

Child of Nachum Ze’ev and Minda Brecher (name not recorded)
(?–1944) 174

Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not recorded, 1) (?–
1944) 174

Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not recorded, 2) (?–
1944) 174

Child of Yitzchak and Frimet Brecher (name not recorded, 3) (?–
1944) 174

Child of Yosef (Yossel) Brecher (name not recorded, 1) 174

Child of Yosef (Yossel) Brecher (name not recorded, 2) 174

Clara Brecher (1900–) 248

David Brecher HaKohen (1881–1955) 106

Devora Brecher née Josef (?–1944) 173

Devorah (Dora) Brecher née Haber (1897–1993) 248

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig Leib) Brecher HaKohen (c. 1832–
1911) 248

Esther (Sheindel / Eszter Sára) Brecher née Klein (1886–1980) 
106

Fanny (Fruma Yetta) Brecher née Gensler (1895–1984) 248

Farkas (Nachum Ze’ev) HaKohen Brecher (1914–1983) 173

Feige Rachel Brecher (1890–) 173

Freida Brecher (1904–1944) 173

Freide (Fani) Brecher née Frohner (c. 1856–1900) 173

Freidy (Frida Dvora) Brecher 

Frida Brecher née Moskovics (1896–) 173

Frimet (Frantiska) Brecher née Kreindler (1910–1944) 173

Harry (Hersch, Binyamin Tzvi) Brecher 248

Hugo Chaim Brecher (1921–2004) 173

Izrael Brecher (c. 1921–1924) 173

Izsák (Yitzchak) Brecher (1909–1944) 173

Jakob Brecher (1893–) 173

Jakob Leib (Leon) Brecher 248

Jakob Wolf Brecher (1900–1903) 248

Jankel Brecher (c. 1859–) 248

Jenő (Eugene) Brecher (1908–1961) 106

József (Yosef) Brecher (1912–1944) 173

Laura Alma Brecher née Lyman (1932–2013) 248

Lea Brecher née Bernstein (c. 1831–1916) 248

Leah Brecher (?–1944) 173

Liba Brecher (?–1902) 248

Lázár (Eliezer) Brecher (1916–1944) 173

Mania (?) Brecher (c. 1856–) 248

Margaret (Margit) Brecher née Farkas (1920–2020) 106

Markus (Mátyás) Brecher (1886–) 173

Max Isaac Brecher (1921–2012) 248

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen (c. 1851–) 173

Meir (Myron) Brecher (1940–2020) 35
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Miklós (Nicholas, "Mickey") Brecher (1915–2014) 106

Minda Brecher (?–1944) 173

Miriam (Mirjam) Brecher née Langsner (1874–1944) 248

Moische Brecher (c. 1896–1896) 248

Mollie (Malka) Brecher née Rudich 248

Mordechai Brecher 248

Mordke Brecher (1897–1898) 248

Ottilie (Ettel, Etil) Brecher née Weissbach (c. 1868–1928) 248

Pesel (Pepi) Brecher née Kupferman (1881–1944) 173

Pessel Brecher (?–1941) 173

Rachel Brecher (c. 1917–) 248

Rebeka Brecher (1899–) 248

Regina Brecher (1891–) 248

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher HaKohen (?–
1868) 248

Reuven Mordechai Brecher (?–1917) 248

Rivka Brecher (c. 1892–1900) 248

Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher (1869–1942) 248

Ruchel (Rachel) Brecher (c. 1867–) 248

Ruth Brecher (c. 1923–) 248

Sarah Brecher (c. 1919–) 248

Tema (Temtcha) Brecher (1906–1944) 173

Usher (Asher) Brecher (1940–1944) 174

Wife of Chaim Leib Brecher (name not recorded) 174

Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) Brecher (?–2011) 35

Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher 

Zali (Szali) Brecher née Grunberg (c. 1890–1921) 173

Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen (c. 1841–1908) 248

Chedva (?–c. 2014) 35

David Gottesdiener of Chyrów 309

Feiga Wahrsager of Chyrów 309

Izrael Aron Wahrsager of Chyrów 309

Jacob Lische (Yaakov Elisha) Wahrsager of Chyrów (?–bef. 1882) 
308

Nuta (Natan) Gottesdiener of Chyrów 309

Salamon (Schloma) Unger of Chyrów (?–bef. 1900) 309

Zelman Oher of Chyrów 309

Leonard Albert Creizman (1908–1983) 106

Salamon Cziment 106

Abraham Dominitz 309

Blima Dominitz (c. 1896–) 309

Chaim Jakób Dominitz (c. 1899–) 309

Ester (Estera) Dominitz 309

Leib Jojna Dominitz (1882–) 309

Dora (Dara) Dulberg née Gensler (c. 1890–) 248

Joseph (Josef) Dulberg (c. 1887–) 248

Alex (Elemér) Eilender (1907–) 173

Alter Eilender (c. 1861–1867) 174

Anne (Chana) Eilender née Kwiat (c. 1911–1944) 173

Devojra (Devora) Eilender (c. 1863–1867) 174

Devora Eilender (1873–1876) 173

Eigye (Agnes) Eilender née Katz (c. 1840–1877) 173

Elia (Eliyahu) Eilender 173

Eszter (Feiga) Eilender (1867–1868) 173

Feiga Eilender (1870–) 173

Joseph H. Eilender (1909–1982) 173

Pauline (Pnina Perl) Eilender née Kirschenbaum (1912–2005) 
173

Reize Eilender (1874–) 174

Rosa (Róza) Eilender née Brecher (c. 1878–1948) 173

Samuel (Shmuel Zanvel) Eilender (1877–1937) 173

Aaron Farkas (1876–1942) 106

Gizella Farkas née Weiss (Weisz) (c. 1890–1966) 106

Morris Farkas (1887–1970) 106

Solomon (Salamon) Farkas (1915–1955) 106

Chaya Feige (?–1842) 248

Berta (Erzsébet) Fogel née Klein (c. 1875–1907) 106

Elemér Fogel (1911–) 106

Ferencz Fogel (1899–) 106

Infant son of Mihály and Berta Fogel (1906–1906) 106

Izrael Áron Fogel (1904–) 106

Jakob Fogel (1894–) 106

Menyhért Fogel (1903–) 106

Mihály Fogel (c. 1868–1915) 106

Móricz Fogel (1897–1898) 106

Paula (Pesia) Fogel née Davidovics (1884–1944) 106

Sámuel Fogel (1901–) 106

Sándor Fogel (1896–) 106

Zoltán Fogel (1907–1907) 106

Chaim Nagel falso Friedel 309

Ilona (Lucy) Friedman née Brecher (1912–1984) 106

Paul Friedman (1905–1983) 106

Yeshayahu Friedman 106

Yosef Ephraim (Joseph) Friedman 106

József Frohner 173

Reize Frohner née Korber 173
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Frida (Frieda) Geldzahler née Eilender (1909–2005) 173

Isidor Geldzahler (1913–1985) 173

Chaim (Hyman, Zvi) Gensler (c. 1861–c. 1926) 248

Heine (Hannah) Gensler née Herzig (Herzog) (c. 1863–c. 1925) 
248

Beile (Bajla) Glasberg née Leichtmann (c. 1866–) 309

Chaja Lea Glasberg (Littman) (c. 1867–1934) 309

Chana Pessel Glasberg (1902–) 309

Freuda (Freida) Glasberg (1892–1892) 309

Henia Glasberg (1893–) 309

Hersch Glasberg (1863–) 309

Hinde (Hinda) Glasberg née Wahrsager (c. 1842–1905) 309

Hinde Glasberg (1909–) 309

Israel Glasberg (1905–) 309

Jacob Elische (Jakób Elisze) Glasberg (1882–1890) 309

Jakób Lische Glasberg (1899–) 309

Jossel Glasberg (recte Wahrsager) (c. 1872–) 309

Keile Sara Glasberg (1879–1880) 309

Majlach (Meilech) Glasberg (1890–1907) 309

Moses Glasberg (1867–) 309

Moses Glasberg (1897–) 309

Nusen Glasberg (1865–) 309

Samuel Glasberg 309

Sara Glasberg (1895–) 309

Chaja Lea (Chaje Leie) Goldberg née Unger (c. 1870–1943) 308

Ciwie (Cilli) Goldberg (1893–) 309

Michael Goldberg (1915–1942) 309

Schulem (Szulim) Leib Goldberg 309

Wilhelm Goldberg 309

Chaja Lea Gottesdiener née Tink 309

Chana Marya Gottesdiener (1885–) 309

Chana-Lea Gottesdiener 309

Elka (or Ryfka) Gottesdiener née Spira 309

Emanuel Gottesdiener (1900–) 308

Feige (Feiga) Gottesdiener née Dominitz (?–bef. 1922) 308

Feige (Friga) Gottesdiener née Kleinmann (c. 1877–1931) 308

HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener (c. 1845–1922) 308

Hersch Gottesdiener (1873–) 309

Meilech (Emil) Gottesdiener (1902–1942) 308

Samuel Gottesdiener (1905–) 309

Sura (Sara) Gottesdiener née Mai 309

Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener (1875–1941) 308

Wello Gottesdiener (?–1910) 309

Wolf Gottesdiener (1912–) 309

Chaja Grunberg née Katz 173

Markus Grunberg 173

Zvi Hirsh HaKohen (?–1841) 248

R’ Shmuel Aryeh (Shmuel Leib) Bach, also written Bak and
Junger (c. 1811–1889) 174

Szluve (Slova) Junger (c. 1819–1894) 174

Hersch Karpel (Surkis) (1885–) 309

Zlate (Zlata), daughter of Yitzchak Aizik Katz (?–1834) 248

Blanka Klein (1909–) 106

Ilona (Ilonka) Klein (1914–) 106

Infant son of Jenő Klein (1918–1918) 106

Jakab Hers (Yaakov Tzvi) Klein, also Herman Klein 106

Jenő (Yehuda Yekutiel) Klein (1882–1944) 106

Johanna (Háni) Klein née Ferencz (?–bef. 1902) 106

Józefa (Pepi) Klein née Szalavitz (c. 1884–) 106

József Klein (1911–) 106

Margit Klein (1906–) 106

Mathild Klein (1908–) 106

Mária Klein née Cziment (c. 1849–1915) 106

Róza Klein (1904–) 106

Samuel (Sámuel Pinkász) Klein (1877–1944) 106

Shimon Klein (1890–1944) 106

Szeréna (Serena) Klein née Róth (c. 1888–) 106

Szidónia Klein (1903–1904) 106

Sándor Klein (1913–) 106

Israel Feiwisch (Srul) Knobler (c. 1841–) 248

Sure Judith (Sara Judit) Knobler née Frenkel (c. 1845–) 248

Abraham Gottesdiener of Kraków (1876–1920) 309

Amália Kupferman (1900–) 174

Chajem Leb Kupferman (1891–) 174

Chaya Rivka (Háni) Kupferman née Lebovits (c. 1863–) 173

Frajem Samuel Kupferman (1894–) 174

Izsák (Yitzchak) Kupferman (c. 1860–) 173

József Jánkú Kupferman (1898–) 174

Perel Kupferman (1887–) 174

Szlova Kupferman (1896–) 174

Chaje Lamberg née Oher (c. 1835–1895) 309

Beile (Bela) Langsner 248

Marcus (Mortko, Mordechai) Langsner 248

Iczik Lebovits (1873–) 174

Joszef Jakob Lebovits (1887–) 174

Neche Lebovits (1889–) 174
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Pessel Lebovits née Bach (?–1877) 173

Roza (Reize) Lebovits (1883–) 174

R’ Chaim Leib (Chaim Yehuda) Lebovits (c. 1842–1891) 173

R’ Yosef Yaakov Lebovits (1815–c. 1886) 173

Salamon (Slojm) Lebovits (1875–) 174

Szura Lebovits (1881–) 174

R’ Aryeh Leibush (of Stryj) (bef. c. 1745–bef. 1812) 248

Benjamin Limmer 309

Debora Limmer née Unger (c. 1840–1900) 309

Bertha Lobel née Rudich (1896–) 248

Ester Michla (?–1870) 248

Chaja Moskovics née Dikker 173

Mózes Moskovics 173

Abraham Peisach Nagel (1906–) 309

Freida Nagel née Gottesdiener (1878–) 309

Israel Neger (1906–) 309

Lea Hinde Neger (1905–) 309

Machle Neger née Glasberg (1877–) 309

Markus Josef (Jozef) Neger (c. 1876–) 309

Chaja Oher née Binderman (?–bef. 1898) 308

Dawid Oher (c. 1833–1910) 309

Elias (Schmil Elias) Oher (c. 1800–) 309

Feige Oher née Gartenberg (c. 1803–1889) 309

Hersch (Tzvi) Oher (?–bef. 1898) 308

Isak Oher (c. 1845–1887) 309

Israel Oher (c. 1845–1919) 309

Josel Oher (c. 1824–1882) 309

Leib Oher (c. 1830–1894) 309

Mordche Schabse Oher 309

Dr Avraham Ovadia (Avraham HaKohen Gottesdiener) (1893–
1941) 308

Reuven HaKohen (bef. c. 1825–1845) 248

Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger (?–1890) 248

Gabriella (Gabriela) Rothenberg née Farkas (1914–2013) 106

Rabbi Emanuel D. Rothenberg 106

Feige (Fagie) Rudich née Lobel (1866–1944) 248

Isidor (Isidore) Rudich (1907–1920) 248

Louis Rudich (1902–) 248

Minnie Rudich (very probably Minnie Feldman) (1898–) 248

Samuel Rudich (1904–) 248

Selig (Asher Zelig) Rudich (1866–1927) 248

Albert Rudman (1920–2003) 248

Hannah (Hanna) Brecher Rudman (1927–1986) 248

Jochwed Sauer née Unger (c. 1889–) 35

Markus Schiff 309

Paul Schiff (alias Josef Brawer) (1900–1989) 308

Sabina (Sara) Schiff née Wahrsager (1906–1988) 308

[Genta?] Schiff née Brawer 309

Chaim Shaul Schondorf (?–2010) 35

Charles B. Schwartz (b. 1876 · bur. 1976) 248

Ida (Chaje) Brecher Schwartz (1893–1976) 248

Charles Seltzer 309

Sarah Seltzer née Rosenbaum 309

Ethel (Ella) Shapiro née Rudich (c. 1889–1919) 248

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret (?–bef. 1868) 248

Yetta Steff née Rudich (1900–) 248

R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj (c. 1764–1844) 248

Sura (Sara) née Wahrsager, called Mindel (?–c. 1880) 309

Bluma Surkis née Gottesdiener (1887–) 309

Moses Szalavitz 106

Chaje Szure Tabak née Junger (also Bak) (c. 1857–1894) 174

Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 1) (?–
1944) 174

Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 2) (?–
1944) 174

Child of Tema and Chaim Tabak (name not recorded, 3) (?–
1944) 174

Mihai (Mihály, Chaim) Tabak (1907–1944) 173

Motti Tabak (?–1944) 174

Marjema (Marjem) Unger (?–bef. 1900) 309

Rifke (Rywka) Unger 308

Yehuda Aryeh Leib (Leibisch, Leiba) Unger (c. 1851–1918) 308

Marjem (Maryjem) Wachs (1898–) 309

Chaim Jona Wahrsager (c. 1887–) 309

Chaim Jonas Wahrsager (c. 1893–) 309

Chana Pessel Wahrsager née Oher (c. 1812–1898) 308

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen (1880–1954) 308

Erna Wahrsager (?–1916) 309

Frances Marsha Wahrsager (1951–1995) 308

Izrael Aron Wahrsager (the younger) 309

Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager (1909–1996) 308

Malka (Mollie) Wahrsager née Unger (1880–1963) 308

Rosza Wahrsager née Gurfein 309

Ruth Wahrsager née Seltzer (1920–2012) 308

Röschen Gottesdiener recte Wahrsager (1908–1909) 309

Moses (Moshe) Wasserstrom 173

Mary Weiss (Weisz) 106
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Avraham Yehuda HaKohen (?–1894) 248

Leah bat Yehuda (?–1844) 248

R’ Yehuda (?–bef. 1844) 248

Yaakov Zeev HaKohen (?–1886) 248

Israel Zelig 106
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