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Confirmed

Likely

Possible

About This Book

This book gathers the records and photographs of the family of Alex (Shimshon) Brecher and Anne (Chana
Pessel)  Brecher née Wahrsager:  their  parents  David and Esther Brecher of Felsőbánya and Elias  and Malka
Wahrsager of Chyrów and Dobromil, and the generations before them in Kapnik, Sighet, Rădăuți and Siret.

Each document is reproduced as it was found — civil registers, ship manifests, naturalization papers, census
pages, newspaper notices, printed books and gravestones — with a short caption and a line naming its source.
Names are given in the form each record uses, with the familiar form beside it. Where two records give different
dates for the same event, both are shown side by side and neither is preferred; these are collected in the table
Dates the Records Disagree On.

Each record carries a quiet label:

The record itself was read and names the person.

One good record or a careful index supports the identification, but it has not been seen
twice.

The identity or the family link is not yet proven; it fits by name, place and date.

Living relatives appear by name only.
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The Family at a Glance
The direct line of Alex and Anne Brecher

The direct line of Alex and Anne Brecher. A dashed line marks a link that is likely or possible rather than confirmed.

Reuven Mordechai ben
Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen

d. 1868, Siret
= Rivka, daughter of R’ Yaakov Zeev,

rabbi of Sereth
possible

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik)
Brecher HaKohen

d. 19 Jan 1911, Rădăuți
= Lea bat Binyamin Tzvi, d. 1916

likely

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen
= Freide (Fani) Frohner

tavern keeper of Kapnikbánya
Freide d. 19 Jun 1900, Sighet;

daughter of József Frohner
and Reize Korber

Jakab Hersch
(Herman) Klein

merchant of
Felsőbánya

likely

Gavriel HaKohen
Wahrsager
named on his

son’s stone

Aryeh Leib
Unger

named on his
daughter’s stone

David Brecher
= Esther (Sheindel) Klein

David b. 20 Jul 1881, Siret; d. 3 Mar 1955
Esther d. 1 Nov 1980, Florida

married 21 Nov 1906, Felsőbánya

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager
= Malka (Mollie) Unger

Elias b. 23 May 1880, Chyrów;
d. 11 Dec 1954, Bronx

Malka b. 2 Mar 1880, Dobromil;
d. 25 Jun 1963

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher
= Anne (Chana Pessel) Wahrsager

Alex b. 4 Sep 1910, Felsőbánya; d. 19 Sep 1983
Anne b. 1 Nov 1914, Berlin; d. 23 Jan 1997

Yosef Osher Gavriel Meir
d. 2020

Yehuda Aryeh
d. 2011

Freidy
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Timeline

c. 1764 R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh, later Av Beit Din of Sereth, is born (he dies in 1844 “aged eighty”).

26 Apr 1841 Zvi Hirsh, son of R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen, dies in Siret.

28 Dec 1841 Aizik, son of Avraham HaKohen and grandson of Zvi Hirsh, dies young in Siret

4 May 1844 R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh, Av Beit Din of Sereth, dies in Siret.

17 Jan 1845 Reuven, son of the late Zvi HaKohen, dies in Siret

Sep 1868 / Sep 1867 Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher HaKohen dies in Siret (28 Elul 5628, or 5627).

1868 R’ Avraham Brecher, born in Sereth, settles in Safed

1 Mar 1869 Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai), son of Eisig Brecher and Lea Bernstein, is born at Volovăț, near
Rădăuți.

29 Aug 1870 Ester Michla, daughter of the rabbi of Sereth, dies in Siret.

1875 R’ Avraham Brecher, aged 75, in the Montefiore census of Safed

2 Mar 1880 Malka Unger is born in Dobromil, Galicia.

23 May 1880 Elias Wahrsager is born in Chyrów, Galicia.

20 Jul 1881 David Brecher is born in Siret, Bukovina.

25 Dec 1886 / 1887 Esther Klein is born in Felsőbánya (1886 in David’s naturalization papers; 1887 on her stone, marker
and Social Security record).

1864 Abraham Brecher, son of Eisig and Lea, is born in Rădăuți.

1866 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen, son of Zvi, is born in Banila.

15 Mar 1890 Eisig Leib Brecher and Lea Bernstein re-register their marriage in Rădăuți.

1892 Meir Brecher is listed among the tradesmen of Kapnikbánya.

27 May 1893 Avraham Gottesdiener, later Dr Avraham Ovadia, is born in Chyrów, son of Gavriel and Feige.

17 Mar 1895 Riwen Mordche Brecher, son of Eisig, marries Chana Itte Knobler of Buczacz at Gura Humorului

19 Jun 1900 Freide Brecher née Frohner dies in Sighet.

19 Jul 1900 Emanuel, son of Todres Gottesdiener, born in Kraków

30 Aug 1900 Jakob Wolf Brecher, son of Abraham, born in Rădăuți (d. 13 Jun 1903)

8 Jul 1902 Asher Brecher marries Pesel Kupferman in Szurdok.

1904–1919 Samuel Klein’s children are born in Felsőbánya; Asher Brecher’s children are born in Szurdok (1904–
1914) and Felsőbánya (1916).

1904–1906 Herman Klein, Esther’s father, sits in the Felsőbánya town assembly.

21 Nov 1906 David Brecher marries Esther Klein in Felsőbánya.

18 Apr 1907 Elemér Eilender, son of Rosa Brecher and Samuel Eilender, is born in Kapnikbánya.

8 Jun 1907 Miriam Brecher arrives in New York with her daughters Chaje (Ida) and Rosa, to join Abraham

1 Nov 1908 Jenő (Eugene) Brecher is born in Felsőbánya.

20 Oct 1908 Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, son of Reuven Mordechai, dies in Jerusalem.

1909–1919 Elias Wahrsager is listed in the Berlin address books at Saarbrücker Straße 33.
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25 Jul 1909 Samuel Eilender arrives at Ellis Island.

30 Sep 1909 Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager is born in Berlin.

4 Sep 1910 / 11 Jul 1912 Shimshon (Alex) Brecher is born in Felsőbánya (1910 in his birth act; 1912 in his American papers
and the death index).

Jul 1910 David Brecher elected an alternate member of the Felsőbánya town council

28 May 1910 Harry (Hersch) Brecher arrives in New York, naming his grandfather Eisig Brecher of Rădăuți

19 Jan 1911 Eisig Brecher HaKohen dies in Rădăuți, aged 79.

11 Jul 1912 Ilona (Lucy) Brecher is born in Felsőbánya.

17 Oct 1912 David Brecher is admitted to the municipal community of Felsőbánya.

3 Jul 1913 Rosa Eilender and her three children arrive in New York.

1 Nov 1913 Anne Wahrsager is born in Germany, according to her father’s 1926 petition.

24 Jan 1914 Yute bat Baruch, granddaughter of the rabbi of Sereth, dies in Siret.

1 Nov 1914 Anne (Chana Pesel) Wahrsager is born in Berlin.

22 Nov 1915 Miklós (Nicholas) Brecher is born in Felsőbánya.

16 Aug 1915 David Brecher called up for military service, Felsőbánya

27 Aug 1915 Harry Brecher marries Mollie Rudich, Manhattan

16 Jan 1916 Lea Brecher, wife of Eisig, dies in Rădăuți, aged 85.

18 Jun 1916 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher leaves Banila with his household.

15 Sep 1917 Reuven Mordechai Brecher, son of R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf of Banila, dies (28 Elul 5677).

27 Jan 1921 Elias Wahrsager crosses from Canada at St. John, New Brunswick.

19 Jan 1921 Jakob Leib (Leon) Brecher, son of Riwen Mordko, arrives in New York from Siret

1925 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher’s Katuv Yosher is printed in Czernowitz.

14 Mar 1927 Elias Wahrsager becomes a United States citizen.

20 Sep 1927 Malka Wahrsager arrives in New York with Sabina (Sara), Kallmann and Anne.

19 Dec 1928 The Brecher family sails from Trieste on the SS Vulcania, on the ship’s maiden voyage; New York, 31
December 1928 (ship’s list) / 2 January 1929 (naturalization papers).

14 Dec 1929 Sabina (Sara) Wahrsager marries Paul Schiff in the Bronx.

Apr 1930 The Brechers are counted at 972 Fox Street, Bronx.

23 Apr 1931 Feige Gottesdiener née Kleinmann dies in Vienna

1932 David Brecher declares his intention to become a citizen; his petition follows in March 1934.

27 Jun 1934 Lucy Brecher marries Paul Friedman in the Bronx.

25 Jun 1934 David Brecher becomes a citizen of the United States (certificate no. 3819630).

4 May 1937 Alex Brecher files his declaration of intention in the Bronx.

7 Jul 1937 Samuel Eilender dies in Brooklyn.

8 Oct 1937 Dos Yudishe Vort in Czernowitz advertises Chedvat Yaakov with novellae by the author’s grandson R’
Yaakov Zeev HaKohen

16 Mar 1938 Alex Brecher and Anne Wahrsager take out their marriage licence in the Bronx.

1938 Chedvat Yaakov, the teachings of the rabbi of Sereth, is printed in Marghita.

28 Apr 1939 Paul Friedman petitions for naturalization in New York.
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20 Oct 1940 Meir (Myron), son of Alex and Anne, is born.

31 Oct 1940 R’ Asher Brecher dies in Sighet (29 Tishrei 5701).

1941 R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen dies in Banila.

18 Jun 1941 Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), son of the dayan of Chyrów, dies in Jerusalem (23 Sivan 5701).

30 Oct 1941 Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener dies in Vienna

1942–1945 Nicholas Brecher serves in the United States Army.

1942–43 Rabbi Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher of Banila’s Pshuto shel Mikra printed in Marghita

8 Jun 1942 Nicholas Brecher enlists in the U.S. Army

30 Jul 1942 Brecher Brothers, Inc. incorporated in New York County, 1220 Broadway

1944 Pesel Brecher and many of Asher’s children die.

16 Mar 1944 Anne Eilender née Kwiat, first wife of Alex Eilender, dies.

7 Jul 1948 Rose Eilender née Brecher dies in Brooklyn.

14 Feb 1949 Hugo Brecher sails from Hamburg on the SS Marine Tiger

Feb 1954 David Brecher receives Beth Medrosh Elyon’s outstanding-citizen award in Monsey.

26 Apr 1955 Hugo Chaim Brecher, son of Markus, becomes a citizen in Brooklyn.

3 Mar 1955 David Brecher dies in Suffern, New York (9 Adar 5715).

11 Dec 1954 Elias Wahrsager dies in the Bronx (17 Kislev 5715).

3 Mar 1955 David Brecher buried at Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon: Section 2, Block 18, Row 6, Grave 18

26 Oct 1961 Eugene (Yosef) Brecher dies (15 Cheshvan 5722).

3 Sep 1962 Harry Brecher dies, New York

25 Jun 1963 Malka Wahrsager (née Unger) dies (3 Tammuz 5723).

27 Mar 1976 Ida (Chaje) Schwartz née Brecher dies

1 Nov 1980 Esther Brecher dies in Florida (22 Cheshvan 5741).

19 Sep 1983 Alex (Shimshon) Brecher dies (12 Tishrei 5744).

22 Dec 1984 Lucy Friedman née Brecher dies.

10 Oct 1988 Leon Brecher dies, Baltimore

23 Jan 1997 Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher dies (15 Shevat 5757).

1 Oct 2010 Chaim Shaul Schondorf, husband of Freidy Brecher, dies (23 Tishrei 5771).

18 Oct 2010 Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher records his Veterans History Project interview, Surfside, Florida

13 Dec 2011 Yehuda Aryeh Brecher dies; he is buried on Har HaMenuchot, Jerusalem.

18 Oct 2014 Nicholas Brecher dies.

5/6 Jan 2020 Meir Brecher dies (9 Tevet 5780).
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Dates the Records Disagree On
Shown side by side; neither is preferred

Person and event One record says Another says

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher,
birth

4 Sep 1910, Felsőbánya — civil birth act 128 11 Jul 1912 — father’s declaration 1932 and
petition 1934; Social Security records and death
index

Jenő (Eugene) Brecher, birth 1 Nov 1908, Felsőbánya — civil birth act 157 1 Mar 1911 — father’s declaration 1932 and
petition 1934; his own petition, about 1941

Ilona (Lucy) Brecher, birth 11 Jul 1912, Felsőbánya — civil birth act 97;
Florida death index

4 Sep 1913 — father’s declaration 1932 and
petition 1934; Paul Friedman’s petition 1939

Miklós (Nicholas) Brecher,
birth

22 Nov 1915 — civil birth act 112; father’s
naturalization papers

21 Nov 1915 — gravestone

The family’s arrival in New
York

31 Dec 1928 — SS Vulcania passenger list 2 Jan 1929 — certificate of arrival (1932);
Lucy’s entry in her husband’s petition 1939

Children’s birthplace Felsőbánya — the four civil birth acts Sereth — father’s declaration 1932

Esther Brecher née Klein,
birth

25 Dec 1886 — husband’s naturalization
papers; aged 24 in Sep 1910 (birth act)

1887 — bronze marker and gravestone; 25 Dec
1887 — Social Security index

Anne Brecher née Wahrsager,
birth

1 Nov 1913, Germany — father’s petition 1926 1 Nov 1914, Berlin — Social Security records

Meir (Myron) Brecher, death 9 Tevet 5780 = 6 Jan 2020 — gravestone (the
Hebrew day began on the evening of 5 Jan)

5 Jan 2020 — cemetery record and funeral
listing

Elias Wahrsager, birth 23 May 1880 — declaration 1922; petition
1926

23 May 1879 — draft registration card 1942;
also the Social Security claims index

Paul Schiff, birth 10 May 1900 — declaration of intention 1934 10 May 1899 — draft card 1942; Social
Security index

Paul Friedman, birth and
death

24 Nisan 5743, April 1983 — gravestone;
1905–1983 — bronze marker

1909 – 3 Dec 1983 — family notes; aged 28 at
marriage in 1934; 9 Nov 1906, Glod —
naturalization petition 1939 and draft card
1940

Sabina (Sara) Wahrsager,
birthplace

Galicia — father’s naturalization petition, 1926
(Dobromil in the family’s papers)

Berlin — her marriage certificate, 1929, and her
husband’s declaration, 1934

Rosa Eilender née Brecher,
age

35 in July 1913 (manifest); 29 in April 1907
(birth act) — born about 1878

40 in 1920; 59 in 1940 (censuses); 58 in 1948
(death certificate)

Samuel Eilender, birth 28 Dec 1879 — death certificate 1880 — gravestone; aged 32 in July 1909
(manifest); 26 Jan 1877 — declaration of
intention 1910; 8 Jan 1877 — Felsővisó Jewish
birth register

Pepi Rudich née Brecher,
death

17 Apr 1906 — newspaper notice (Bukowinaer
Post)

16 Apr 1906 — Rădăuți civil death register
(index)

Sabina (Sara) Wahrsager,
birth

1 May 1908, Berlin — husband’s declaration
1934; age 21 at marriage, 1929

1 Sep 1906, “Berlin/Dobromil” — Social
Security record; 1906 in the family’s papers
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Person and event One record says Another says

Reuven Mordechai Brecher
HaKohen, death

28 Elul 5628 = 15 Sep 1868 — year on stone
G-35, Siret

28 Elul 5627 = 28 Sep 1867 — the stone’s
“Sabbath”, which fits only that year

Todres Gottesdiener, death an older family account: 1940 Vienna cemetery register: 30 Oct 1941, aged 65

Riwen Mordche Brecher,
birth

Civil birth index: 1 Mar 1869 Memorial book: 1870

Chana Itte Knobler, birth Marriage 1895 (aged 24): c. 1871 Memorial book: 1873

Mollie Brecher, death 19 Mar 1980 — her gravestone 21 Mar 1980 — Find a Grave memorial; March
1980 — Social Security index

Harry Brecher, arrival 25 Feb 1904 with his father as “Benjamin”
(Moltke list)

May 1910, SS Amerika — his own passenger
list and citizenship papers

Dr Avraham Ovadia, birth 27 May 1893 — his marriage record, Sambor,
1922

c. 1896–97 — aged 44–45 at death in the
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv papers, 1941
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P a r t  I

Alex and Anne

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher and Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher, née
Wahrsager



Alex and Anne Brecher
Felsőbánya, Germany and New York

Alex  Brecher  was  born  Shimshon,  a  son  of  David  Brecher  and  Esther  née  Klein,  in  the  mining  town  of
Felsőbánya (today Baia Sprie, Romania) on 4 September 1910. His birth was entered in the town’s civil register
four days later. He was the second of four children; his brothers Jenő (Eugene) and Miklós (Nicholas) and his
sister Ilona (Lucy) were born in the same town.

In December 1928 he sailed from Trieste with his parents, brothers and sister on the SS Vulcania, and reached
New York on 31 December 1928, the date on the ship’s list (2 January 1929 in his naturalization papers). His
American papers give a different birth date, 11 July 1912, which is the date his sister Ilona was born, and which
his Social Security record also carries; both dates are shown in the table of dates the records disagree on. In 1930
he was living with his family at 972 Fox Street in the Bronx.

Anne (Chana Pessel) Wahrsager was the youngest child of Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager and Malka née Unger. Her
father’s 1926 naturalization petition lists her as born on 1 November 1913 in Germany; her Social Security
record,  which  names  her  Ann  Paula  and  gives  her  parents  as  Elias  Wahrsager  and  Malka  Unger,  gives  1
November 1914, Berlin. She came to New York with her mother, her sister Sabina (listed as Sarah) and her
brother Kallmann on the SS Majestic in September 1927, aged 13, and became an American citizen through
her father’s naturalization, admitted on 14 March 1927 (Likely). Her family’s story is told in Part V.

Alex filed his declaration of intention to become a citizen in the Bronx on 4 May 1937, under his registered
given name, giving his address as 986 Fox Street, a few doors from his parents. Alex and Anne took out their
marriage licence in the Bronx on 16 March 1938 (no. 1991). In April 1940 the census found them at 1640
Topping Avenue, Alex a textile salesman on his own account; their son Meir (Myron) was born on 20 October
1940. Meir died on 9 Tevet 5780 (5/6 January 2020);  he rests  at  Beth Moses Cemetery,  West Babylon, in
Section 2, Block 21, Row 12, Grave 10 (Brotherhood of America plot), per the cemetery’s interment records.
In  1950 they  lived at  1775 Clay  Avenue,  two blocks  from Anne’s  parents,  with  Meir  and Yehuda Aryeh
(Leiby); Alex was then the proprietor of a wholesale business. Their children were Yosef Osher Gavriel, Meir,
Yehuda Aryeh and Freidy.

In the 1970s, in a reprint of the responsa Leḥem Shelomo, he dedicated a memorial to his father, David son of
Meir, and to Anne’s parents, Elisha son of Gavriel HaKohen and Malka daughter of Yehuda Aryeh; in a reprint
of  the  Chatan  Sofer  he  dedicated  another  share  to  his  father,  David  HaKohen,  beside  his  brother-in-law
Pinchas Shalom (Paul) Friedman, who remembered his own father, Yosef Ephraim son of Yeshayahu. Alex died
on 12 Tishrei 5744 (19 September 1983) and is buried in Beth Moses Cemetery, New York, in the section of
Congregation Yetev Lev D’Satmar, beside his father and his brother Eugene. Anne died on 15 Shevat 5757 (23
January 1997), a resident of Borough Park, Brooklyn.
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At a glance

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher b. 4 Sep 1910, Felsőbánya (birth act); 11 Jul 1912 in U.S. papers and
Social Security records · d. 12 Tishrei 5744 = 19 Sep 1983 · Beth Moses
Cemetery, New York

Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher, née
Wahrsager

b. 1 Nov 1913, Germany (father’s petition); 1 Nov 1914, Berlin (Social
Security record) · d. 15 Shevat 5757 = 23 Jan 1997

Marriage Licence no. 1991, Bronx, 16 Mar 1938

Homes 986 Fox Street (1937) · 1640 Topping Avenue (1940) · 1775 Clay Avenue
(1950), all in the Bronx

Their children Yosef Osher Gavriel · Meir (Myron) (b. 20 Oct 1940; d. 9 Tevet 5780 =
5/6 Jan 2020) · Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) (d. 17 Kislev 5772 = 13 Dec 2011,
buried Har HaMenuchot, Jerusalem) · Freidy

Memorial dedication by Shimshon HaKohen Brecher of Monsey in the New York reprint of the responsa Leḥem Shelomo (Yoreh
De’ah) by Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Ehrenreich: in memory of his father R’ David son of R’ Meir (died 9 Adar), his father-in-law R’
Elisha son of R’ Gavriel HaKohen (died 17 Kislev) and his mother-in-law Malka daughter of R’ Yehuda Aryeh (died 3 Tammuz).
Confirmed · Source: Shlomo Zalman Ehrenreich, Leḥem Shelomo, She’elot u-Teshuvot, Yoreh De’ah (Szinérváralja 1938; New York reprint,
1970s), dedication pages, p. 470 of the digitised volume; HebrewBooks.org no. 784, https://hebrewbooks.org/784
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Subscribers’ page of a reprint of the Chatan Sofer. Shimshon HaKohen Brecher dedicated his share to the memory of his father,
David HaKohen; beside him his brother-in-law Pinchas Shalom Friedman dedicated his to his father, Yosef Ephraim son of
Yeshayahu.
Confirmed · Source: Chatan Sofer, Orach Chaim, reprint, subscribers’ page (HebrewBooks.org no. 7857, p. 505)

Birth of Shimshon (Alex) Brecher, Felsőbánya, 4 September 1910, act 128. Parents: David Brecher, merchant, aged 29, and Eszter
Sára Klein, aged 24.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621,
image 121
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Detail of Elias Wahrsager’s 1926 naturalization petition listing his wife Mollie (Malka) and their children, among them
Annchen (Anne), born 1 November 1913 in Germany.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York, petition 91265 (FamilySearch, host)

Index card to Alex Brecher’s declaration of intention to become a citizen, filed in the Bronx on 4 May 1937 under his registered
given name, no. 130134; address 986 Fox Street.
Confirmed · Source: Bronx County naturalization records, declaration of intention index 1927–1952 (FamilySearch)

The Brecher Family 14



986 Fox Street, Bronx, about 1940: Alex Brecher’s address in 1937, a few doors
from his parents at no. 972.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal
Archives

The City Clerk’s index of marriage licences, Bronx, 1938: Alex Brecher, entered under his registered given name, licence no. 1991,
16 March 1938.
Confirmed · Source: New York City Clerk, Index to Marriage Licenses, Bronx, 1938 (Reclaim the Records, Internet Archive)

The same index, bride’s page: Ann Wahrsager, licence no. 1991, 16 March 1938.
Confirmed · Source: New York City Clerk, Index to Marriage Licenses, Bronx, 1938 (Reclaim the Records, Internet Archive)
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Alex and Anna Brecher in the 1940 census, 1640 Topping Avenue, the Bronx, two years after their marriage: Alex, 29, a textile
salesman working on his own account; Anna, 25, born in Germany.
Confirmed · Source: 1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-113, sheet 5B (FamilySearch)

1640 Topping Avenue, Bronx, about 1940: the address of David and Esther Brecher
on David’s 1942 draft registration, and of Alex and Anne in the 1940 census.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal
Archives

Alex and Anne Brecher with their sons Myron (Meir) and Leslie (Yehuda Aryeh) in the 1950 census, 1775 Clay Avenue, the Bronx.
Alex, 39, was a proprietor in the wholesale trade.
Confirmed · Source: 1950 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-144, sheet 15 (FamilySearch)
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Their resting places

The gravestone of R’ Shimshon ben R’ Dovid HaKohen
Brecher, who died 12 Tishrei 5744 (19 September 1983). Beth
Moses Cemetery, New York.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

The gravestone of Chana Pessel bat R’ Elisha HaKohen, wife
of R’ Shimshon HaKohen Brecher, who died 15 Shevat 5757
(23 January 1997).
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

Family recollections

The following is family memory, as recalled in a family speech in 2021; it has not been checked against records.
Alex was born in Felsőbánya, and during the First World War the family moved to Budapest. Alex and his
brother Eugene learned with the Velpalei Rav, and later in Satmar with the Schopron Rav, R’ Posen. They
came to New York in 1929. In the Bronx the family was close to R’ Teitelbaum and to the Chenchkevitz Rav
and his  shul.  Alex turned down jobs that would have meant working on Shabbos,  as  his  father — “Zeidi
Dudya”, David — advised him. With his brothers he ran Brecher Brothers, first a necktie factory and then a
leather-goods and luggage business. In Monsey he helped to build the Bais Yisroel shul, the Yeshiva of Spring
Valley and Bais Medrash Elyon. He was a Satmar chassid.
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Family photograph, the Bronx, early 1940s. Seated: very likely David and Esther Brecher; standing in the centre: Alex and Anne.
The two small children are not named. Identification by the family.
Likely · Source: Family collection (Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher), shared 2017
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P a r t  I I

David and Esther

David Brecher and Esther née Klein — Felsőbánya to the Bronx



Marriage and Children in Felsőbánya
1906–1915

David Brecher was born on 20 July 1881 in Siret (Sereth), in Bukovina, a son of Meir Brecher and Freide née
Frohner. On 21 November 1906 he married Eszter Sára (Esther) Klein in Felsőbánya, the daughter of Jakab
Hersch (Hermann) Klein, a merchant of the town. The civil marriage act, kept in the Maramureș archives,
names David’s parents and gives his birthplace and date; its back carries the witnesses’ signatures.

The couple made their home in Felsőbánya, where David is described in the registers as a draper, a fashion
merchant and a merchant. Four children were born there: Jenő (Eugene) in 1908, Shimshon (Alex) in 1910 (11
July 1912 in his American papers), Ilona (Lucy) in 1912 and Miklós (Nicholas) in 1915. Alex’s birth act is
reproduced in Part I. The town’s synagogue was built from 1909, while the family lived there.

Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie), painted by Vilmos Aba-Novák in 1925.
Source: Vilmos Aba-Novák, Felsőbánya (1925), via Wikimedia Commons
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Birth of Jenő (Eugene) Brecher, Felsőbánya, 1 November 1908, act 157. Parents: David Brecher, draper, 27, and Eszter Klein, 22.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621,
image 62

Birth of Ilona (Lucy) Brecher, Felsőbánya, 11 July 1912, act 97. Parents: David Brecher, merchant, 31, and Eszter Sára Klein, 26.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621,
image 178

Civil marriage of David Brecher and Eszter Sára Klein, Felsőbánya, 21 November 1906, act 38. David is entered as born 20 July
1881 in Siret, son of Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner; the bride’s father is Jakab Hersch Klein, merchant of Felsőbánya.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya marriages, unit MM-
F-00743-1-1-00044, p. 152
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The same marriage act, reverse: the witnesses and the
signatures of the bride and groom.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00044, p. 152v

The chapter on the Jewish community of Felsőbánya in the
memorial book of Nagybánya and its region: its dayan R’
Májer Zeév Nadler, and the synagogue built from 1909.
Source: Emlékkönyv Nagybánya, Nagysomkút, Felsőbánya… (Tel Aviv,
1996), Yiddish Book Center collection, Internet Archive

Birth of Miklós (Nicholas) Brecher, Felsőbánya, 22 November 1915, act 112. Parents: David Brecher, merchant, 36, and Eszter
Klein, 29.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-2-00621,
image 262
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The same chapter, continued.
Source: Emlékkönyv Nagybánya, Nagysomkút, Felsőbánya… (Tel Aviv, 1996), Yiddish Book
Center collection, Internet Archive

Esther’s family, the Kleins

Esther’s father appears in her marriage act as Jakab Hers Klein, a grocer of Felsőbánya, and her mother only as
“Mrs Jakab Hers Klein”; on Esther’s gravestone she is Esther Sheindel bat Yaakov Tzvi. A margin note of 1907
on the death act of his daughter Berta gives his name as Herman Klein, and under that name he appears in the
town’s papers: he rented the smaller town shop in the market for 1901–1903, sat among the highest-taxpaying
members of the town assembly in 1904 and 1905 and as a substitute in 1906, owned a house on Kossuth Lajos
utca at the west end of town, and was still giving to the war-relief collections in 1915 — the same civic path
David Brecher followed a few years later. Likely

Esther’s mother was very probably Johanna (Háni) Ferencz. Herman Klein and Háni Ferencz are the parents
named on Samuel’s marriage act of 1902 and on Berta’s death act of 1907, and on 5 March 1890, three years
after Esther’s birth, they had a son, Shimon, entered in the Nagybánya Jewish birth register; Esther’s own entry
leaves  her  mother  unnamed,  but  every child of  Herman’s  known from those  years  was  Háni’s.  Berta  and
Samuel were then Esther’s full sister and brother. Berta, also called Erzsébet, was born in Nagysomkút about
1875 and married Mihály Fogel, an innkeeper and merchant of Felsőbánya; their sons Izrael Áron and Zoltán
were born in 1904 and 1907, and Berta died in October 1907. Samuel (Pinkász) Klein, a general merchant on
Hunyadi tér, married Jozefa (Pepi) Szalavitz in 1902; he and his father appear together on the town’s list of
highest taxpayers for 1908, and on 16 August 1915 Samuel and David Brecher were called up for military
service on the same day. Shimon Klein, Esther’s younger brother, became a merchant in Felsőbánya and served
as  an infantryman in  the  First  World War;  his  portrait  was  printed in  a  1941 book on the  Transylvanian
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regiments.  Mária  Cziment,  who died in  1915 aged 65 and is  named as  the  wife  of  a  Herman Klein,  was
probably Herman’s second wife, married after 1890 — Esther’s stepmother. Likely

Death of Mária Cziment, wife of Herman Klein, Felsőbánya,
29 January 1915, act 14, aged 65; her father Salamon
Cziment. She may have been a second wife of Esther’s father.
Possible · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya deaths, unit MM-
F-00743-2-00623, image 180

Death of Berta Klein, wife of Mihály Fogel, Felsőbánya, 15
October 1907, act 122, aged 33. Her father is entered as Jakab
Klein, corrected in the margin to Herman Klein; her mother
as the late Johanna Ferencz.
Likely · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County
Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya deaths, unit MM-F-00743-2-00623,
image 21

Herman Klein takes the lease of the smaller town shop in the Felsőbánya market for 1901–1903, at 60 crowns a year.
Likely · Source: Nagybánya és Vidéke, 2 December 1900 (Hungaricana)
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From the town assembly, December 1901: Herman Klein asks
to give up the lease of town shop no. 1, which the police captain
had forbidden him to use as a storeroom; the assembly declines.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 15 December 1901
(Hungaricana)

Marriage of Sámuel Pinkász Klein, Felsőbánya, 18 February
1902, act 8. His parents are Hermann Klein and Háni
Ferencz, the same parents as Berta’s. Samuel was Esther’s
brother.
Likely · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County
Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya marriages, unit MM-
F-00743-1-1-00043

Shimon Klein of Felsőbánya, Esther’s younger brother, born in
1890, in uniform during the First World War.
Likely · Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive,
15000/14693547, from L. Deseő, Erdélyi ezredek a világháborúban
(1941); birth: Nagybánya Jewish birth register, Book 39, p. 32, as
indexed in the JewishGen Hungary database

Birth of Szidónia Klein, Felsőbánya, 13 January 1903, act 8
— first child of Samuel Klein, general merchant, born in
Nagysomkút, and Pepi (Jozefa) Szalavitz.
Likely · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County
Branch, civil registers, Baia Sprie births 1901–1903
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Herman Klein among the highest-taxpaying members of the
Felsőbánya town assembly for 1904.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 9 December 1903
(Hungaricana)

Birth of Izrael Áron Fogel, Felsőbánya, 18 May 1904, act 91
— son of Mihály Fogel, merchant, and Erzsébet (Berta) Klein,
born in Nagysomkút, Esther’s elder sister.
Likely · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County
Branch, civil registers, Baia Sprie births 1904–1906

A small fire in the house of Samuel Klein on Hunyadi tér,
Felsőbánya, quickly put out, August 1904.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 31 August 1904 (Hungaricana)

The same list for 1905: Herman Klein, paying 130.70 crowns
in tax.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 4 January 1905 (Hungaricana)
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The list for 1906: Herman Klein among the substitute
members.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 8 November 1905
(Hungaricana)

Birth of Zoltán Fogel, Felsőbánya, 21 February 1907, act 46 —
son of Mihály Fogel, entrepreneur, and Berta Klein, of
Fazekas utca 344.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, Baia Sprie births 1907–1919

“The Herman Klein house” on Kossuth Lajos utca, at the west end of Felsőbánya, used as a landmark in a town-assembly report of
October 1906.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 10 October 1906 (Hungaricana)
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Samuel Klein and his father Herman Klein, both on Felsőbánya’s list of highest
taxpayers for 1908.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 4 December 1907 (Hungaricana)

Samuel Klein’s family

Samuel Klein and Józefa (Pepi) Szalavitz, born at Náprád, made their home on Nagybányai utca in Felsőbánya,
where Samuel is entered in the birth registers as a merchant and later as a general merchant. His own birthplace
is given as Nagysomkút in the acts of 1903 and 1906 and as Felsőbánya in that of 1904. Their first child,
Szidónia, was born on 13 January 1903 and died on 12 March 1904; seven more children followed between
1904 and 1919: Róza, Margit, Mathild, Blanka, József, Sándor and Miklós.

Birth of Róza Klein, 29 June 1904, Felsőbánya, daughter of
Samuel Klein, general merchant, and Józefa Szalavitz.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, Baia Sprie (Felsőbánya) births 1904–
1906, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00042, act 116

Birth of Margit Klein, 30 May 1906, Felsőbánya, daughter of
Samuel Klein, merchant, born at Nagysomkút, and Józefa
Szalavitz of Náprád.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, Baia Sprie (Felsőbánya) births 1904–
1906, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00042, act 88
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Children of Samuel and Józefa Klein, all born in Felsőbánya

Szidónia b. 13 Jan 1903, d. 12 Mar 1904 Likely

Róza b. 29 Jun 1904 Confirmed

Margit b. 30 May 1906 Confirmed

Mathild b. 18 Apr 1908 Confirmed

Blanka b. 15 Dec 1909 Confirmed

József b. 15 Nov 1911 Confirmed

Sándor b. 6 Sep 1913 Confirmed

Miklós Confirmed

David Brecher in the Felsőbánya and Nagybánya press

The local papers record David Brecher as a man of standing in Felsőbánya: elected an alternate member of the
town council in July 1910, leasing a town shop in Nagybánya in 1914, and called up for military service on 16
August 1915. Esther’s family, the Kleins, appear too: Herman Klein rented the town’s small shop no. 1 in 1901
and sat among the council’s highest taxpayers, and Shimon Klein served in the war in 1915.

David Brecher elected an alternate member of the Felsőbánya town council, July 1910.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, July 1910
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David Brecher among the Felsőbánya men called up for military service, 16 August
1915.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, August 1915

David Brecher leases shop no. XII from the town of Nagybánya, 1914.
Likely · Source: Nagybánya és Vidéke, 1914

Herman Klein, tenant of the Felsőbánya town’s small shop no. 1, 1901.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 1901
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Herman Klein among the highest-taxpaying members (virilists) of the Felsőbánya town council.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 1903

Felsőbánya in the 1910s, the town where David and Esther Brecher raised their children.
Confirmed · Source: Contemporary postcard view
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The main square and church of Felsőbánya, 1942.
Confirmed · Source: Contemporary postcard view

The main square of Nagybánya, c. 1910.
Confirmed · Source: Contemporary postcard view
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Shimon Klein of Felsőbánya in war service, 1915.
Likely · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 1915
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In the Local Newspapers
Felsőbánya and Nagybánya, 1910–1915

The weekly papers of Felsőbánya and the neighbouring towns, now digitized by Hungaricana, show David and
Esther Brecher as settled members of the town. In July 1910 David was elected a substitute member of the
town assembly; that December he gave to the Christmas celebration of the state kindergarten; and in October
1912 the town assembly admitted him, as a merchant, into the municipal community. In February 1914 the
town of Nagybánya leased its shop premises no. XII to a David Brecher, probably he.

When war came in 1914 both appear in the town’s lists of gifts: David pledging monthly war relief and giving
to the families of men at the front and to the town’s soldiers, Esther (listed, as was the custom, as “Brecher
Dávidné”,  Mrs David Brecher)  giving bedding to the war hospital  and a  pair  of  gold earrings  to the gold
collection. On 16 August 1915 David, then 34, was called up for military service on the same day as Esther’s
brother Samuel Klein; their names are nos. 462 and 494 in the town’s published list.

Nagybánya (Baia Mare), 1914–1918.
Source: K.u.k. Kriegspressequartier / Austrian National Library (BildID 15716690)
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David Brecher named an alternate member of a town
committee after the municipal elections, 28 July 1910.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 28 July 1910
(Hungaricana)

Donors to the Christmas-tree celebration of the Felsőbánya state
kindergarten, December 1910 — David Brecher among them.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 15 December 1910
(Hungaricana)

The town assembly admits “Brecher Dávid
kereskedő” (merchant) into the municipal community, 17
October 1912.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 17 October 1912
(Hungaricana)

The town of Nagybánya leases its shop premises no. XII to
David Brecher for 450 crowns a year, February 1914; no town
of residence is given for him.
Possible · Source: Nagybánya és Vidéke, 22 February 1914
(Hungaricana)

David Brecher pledges two crowns a month to the war relief
fund, August 1914.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 20 August 1914
(Hungaricana)

Gifts for the war hospital: “Brecher Dávidné” — two pillows, a
blanket, a sheet and a straw mattress, September 1914.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 3 September 1914
(Hungaricana)
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The gold collection for the war: “Brecher Dávidné egy pár
arany fülfüggő” — Mrs David Brecher, a pair of gold
earrings, September 1914.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 17 September 1914
(Hungaricana)

A collection for the town’s men called up to the army,
November 1914 — David Brecher among the donors.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 26 November 1914
(Hungaricana)

Payments for September 1914 toward aid for the families of men at the front: Brecher [Dávid], two crowns.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 1 October 1914 (Hungaricana)

Gifts given in place of New Year greetings, January 1915: David Brecher, two crowns.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 21 January 1915 (Hungaricana)
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“Brecher Dávid úr Felsőbányáról” — David Brecher of
Felsőbánya — gives ten crowns to the Szatmár Jewish Women’s
Society, March 1915.
Confirmed · Source: Szamos (Szatmár), 23 March 1915
(Hungaricana)

An auction notice of August 1915: hay bought by “Brecher
Dávid felsőbányai lakos” — David Brecher of Felsőbánya —
from a farmer of Kővárhosszúfalu, to be resold.
Confirmed · Source: Kővárvidék (Nagysomkút), 1 August 1915
(Hungaricana)

The Felsőbánya men called up for military service on 16 August 1915: no. 462,
David Brecher, and no. 494, Samuel Klein, Esther’s brother.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 16 September 1915 (Hungaricana)
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The Crossing and the Bronx
1928–1950

In December 1928 David and Esther left Europe with their four children. Their last home there was Budapest.
They sailed from Trieste on the SS Vulcania on 19 December 1928 and reached New York on 31 December
1928, the date on the ship’s list (2 January 1929 in the naturalization papers). It was the Vulcania’s maiden
voyage: the new Cosulich liner left Trieste for the first time on 19 December 1928, calling at Patras and Naples,
and the Brechers  were among her first  passengers  to New York.  The manifest  gives  David’s  destination as
Congregation Bikur Cholim, 1080 Tiffany Street, in the Bronx, and names his sister Rosa, who had been in
New York since 1913.

By April 1930 the family lived at 972 Fox Street in the Bronx, where David made neckties. He declared his
intention  to  become  a  citizen  in  1932  —  the  declaration  carries  his  photograph  —  and  petitioned  for
citizenship in March 1934; he was sworn in as a citizen on 25 June 1934. His papers repeat his birth in Siret on
20 July 1881, give Esther’s birth as 25 December 1886, and list the children with dates that differ from the
Felsőbánya registers.

The children married in New York: Lucy to Paul Friedman, a jeweller, at the Bronx Borough Hall on 27 June
1934,  both  giving  972  Fox  Street  as  their  address  (Paul’s  father,  Joseph  Friedman,  was  in  Hebrew  Yosef
Ephraim son of Yeshayahu); Eugene to Elizabeth Zelig in 1938; Alex to Anne Wahrsager in the same year.
Eugene, a men’s-neckwear manufacturer, petitioned for citizenship about 1941. In 1940 David and Esther
lived in the Bronx with their youngest son, Nicholas, and in 1942 David, registering for the draft from 1640
Topping Avenue, was working for Joseph Feldstein & Son at 46 Walker Street in Manhattan. Nicholas served in
the United States Army from 8 June 1942 to 24 January 1945. Around 1951 David and Esther moved to
Monsey, in Rockland County.

David Brecher, from his 1932 declaration of intention, Southern District of New
York.
Confirmed · Source: New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records,
1824–1991, Southern District of New York (filed with his 1934 petition); FamilySearch
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The Cosulich liner Vulcania, which brought the Brecher family to New York at the turn of 1929, photographed at Cannes on 19
January 1929 on her next voyage.
Source: Agence Rol, Bibliothèque nationale de France (Gallica), public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

The SS Vulcania, sailing from Trieste on 19 December 1928: the Brecher family — David, Esther and their four children, among
them Alex.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
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The second page of the Vulcania’s list, headed “Arriving at Port of New York, December 31, 1928” (lines 13–18): the family were
going to 1080 Tiffany Street in the Bronx, the address of David’s sister Rosa, and intended to stay permanently. It records David at
5 ft 8 in and Esther at 5 ft 3 in, and the children Eugen at 5 ft 8 in, Alex at 5 ft 2 in, Ilona at 5 ft 1 in and Nicolaus at 4 ft 7 in, all
fair-complexioned with brown hair and eyes.
Confirmed · Source: New York, New York Passenger and Crew Lists, 1909, 1925–1958 (FamilySearch), right-hand page, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-954Z-R6Z

Detail of the same manifest: David Brecher bound for Congregation Bikur Cholim, 1080 Tiffany Street, Bronx; his sister Rosa
named.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

1080 Tiffany Street, Bronx, about 1940: the home of
Congregation Bikur Cholim, the address given for “Sister Rosa
Brecher” on the family’s 1928 arrival record.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c.
1940, NYC Municipal Archives

972 Fox Street, Bronx, photographed for the city tax rolls about
1940: the Brecher family’s home in the 1930 census and on
David Brecher’s naturalization papers.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c.
1940, NYC Municipal Archives
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The Brecher household in the 1930 census, 972 Fox Street, Bronx: David, 49, Esther, 43, and their four children, Alex then 18.
Confirmed · Source: 1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-353, sheet 24A, lines 24–29, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

David Brecher’s Declaration of Intention, 1932: born 20 July 1881 in Siret; wife Esther; their children.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York, declaration 328927 (FamilySearch, host)
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The certificate of arrival filed with David Brecher’s declaration of intention: the immigration records confirm that he was lawfully
admitted at New York on 2 January 1929, from the SS Vulcania (certificate issued 29 January 1932).
Confirmed · Source: New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (FamilySearch), https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89HN-93GM

David Brecher’s Petition for Citizenship, no. 229724, Southern District of New York, March 1934.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch, host)
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On the reverse of his petition David Brecher signed the oath of allegiance, renouncing allegiance to Carol II, King of Romania; he
was sworn in as a citizen of the United States on 25 June 1934 (certificate no. 3819630).
Confirmed · Source: New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (FamilySearch), https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89HN-93PK

Detail of the 1934 petition: the four children, with the dates the American papers give them.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records (FamilySearch, host)

Certificate and Record of Marriage of Paul Friedman and Lucy Brecher, Bronx, 27 June 1934. Both lived at 972 Fox Street; the
bride’s parents are David Brecher and Esther Klein; the groom’s are Joseph Friedman and Gizella Berger.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Bronx marriages 1934, no. 6262
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Paul Friedman’s petition for naturalization, Southern
District of New York, filed 28 April 1939: born at Glod,
Romania, on 9 November 1906; jeweler and watchmaker,
305 Mount Eden Avenue, Bronx; married Lucy (born Baia
Sprie, 4 September 1913; arrived 2 January 1929) in the
Bronx on 27 June 1934. Lucy had become a citizen through her
father, David Brecher, naturalized 25 June 1934 (certificate
no. 3819630).
Confirmed · Source: New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court
Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (FamilySearch), Southern
District, petition no. 327852, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:WS76-SCPZ

Paul Friedman’s draft registration card, Bronx, 16 October
1940: born 9 November 1906 in Romania; his father Joseph
Friedman named as the person who would always know his
address; his own watch and jewelry shop in the Hudson Tubes
terminal at 33rd Street and Broadway.
Confirmed · Source: New York, New York City, World War II
Draft Registration Cards, 1940–1947 (FamilySearch), https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WZ9R-7FMM

The reverse of the card describes him as 5 ft 7 in and 180 lb,
with brown eyes, brown hair and a light complexion.
Confirmed · Source: New York, New York City, World War II
Draft Registration Cards, 1940–1947 (FamilySearch), https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3H7-FSQ1-L

Eugene (Jenő) Brecher’s petition for naturalization, Southern
District of New York, about 1941: a men’s-neckwear
manufacturer at 305 Mount Eden Avenue, Bronx, he had
arrived with his family on the Vulcania on 2 January 1929
(31 December 1928 on the ship’s list).
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization
records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch)
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“Marriage Licenses”: Eugene Brecher, 986 Fox Street, Bronx, and Elizabeth Zelig, 466 Jerome Street, 2 March 1938.
Likely · Source: Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 2 March 1938 (Fulton History)

Certificate of arrival no. 2-208042 for Jenő (Eugene) Brecher, issued by the Bureau of Naturalization on 3 February 1932: arrived
at New York on the SS Vulcania, 2 January 1929.
Confirmed · Source: New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991, Southern District of New York, petition
379085; FamilySearch
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David and Esther Brecher with their son Nicholas (“Mickey”) in the 1940 census, Bronx.
Confirmed · Source: 1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-113, sheet 5A, lines 28–30, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

David Brecher’s draft registration card, April 1942: 1640
Topping Avenue, Bronx; born 20 July 1881, “Sereth,
Rumania”; signed in his own hand.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. World War II draft registration cards,
1942, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

The reverse of the same card describes David Brecher as 5 ft 10
in tall and 160 lb, with brown eyes, gray hair and a dark
complexion, wearing glasses.
Confirmed · Source: United States, World War II Draft
Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1942, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-X474-QV

46 Walker Street, Manhattan, about 1940: the premises of Joseph Feldstein & Son,
where David Brecher worked in 1942.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal
Archives
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Brecher Brothers

Alex and his brothers ran the family firm, Brecher Brothers (identification by the family). By family memory it
began as a necktie factory and turned to leather goods and luggage. Brecher Brothers, Inc. was incorporated
on 30 July 1942 in New York County, at 1220 Broadway, and was dissolved in 1992 (New York Department of
State). In 1946 the firm advertised luggage from 708 Broadway; about 1947–48 it made the “Travel Crib”, a
suitcase that opened into a baby’s bed, which the business press noticed; in 1961 it leased space at 27 West 23rd
Street, and later kept a showroom at 180 Madison Avenue.

120 Allen Street, Manhattan, c. 1940, the address of Nicholas
Brecher’s necktie business.
Confirmed · Source: New York City 1940 tax photographs (NYC
Municipal Archives)

1220 Broadway, Manhattan, c. 1940 — the address given
when Brecher Brothers, Inc. was incorporated in 1942.
Confirmed · Source: New York City 1940 tax photographs (NYC
Municipal Archives)

Brecher Brothers luggage advertisement, 708 Broadway, New
York, 1946.
Confirmed · Source: Luggage trade magazine, 1946

A second Brecher Brothers advertisement of 1946 (style 723),
708 Broadway.
Confirmed · Source: Luggage trade magazine, 1946
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Brecher Brothers in the Manhattan telephone directory, 1946.
Likely · Source: Manhattan telephone directory, 1946

The Brecher Brothers “Travel Crib”, a suitcase that opened into a baby’s bed, c. 1947.
Confirmed · Source: Surviving example
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The Travel Crib’s Brecher Brothers nameplate, c. 1947.
Confirmed · Source: Surviving example

38 West 32nd Street, Manhattan, c. 1940, a later Brecher
Brothers address.
Likely · Source: New York City 1940 tax photographs (NYC
Municipal Archives)

27 West 23rd Street, Manhattan (photographed c. 1940),
where Brecher Brothers leased space in 1961.
Confirmed · Source: New York City 1940 tax photographs; The
New York Times, 1961
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180 Madison Avenue, Manhattan (photographed c. 1940),
the later Brecher Brothers showroom.
Confirmed · Source: New York City 1940 tax photographs; The
New York Times, 1964

Brecher Brothers “Tommy Traveler” advertisement, 1953.
Likely · Source: Coffee and Tea Industries, 1953

A Chanukah game night at the Monsey home of Paul and
Lucy Friedman, December 1957; the Brecher wives served as
hostesses, and the prizes were donated by Brecher Bros., the
family’s luggage business.
Likely · Source: Orangetown Telegram (Pearl River, N.Y.), late
December 1957 (event Wed. 18 Dec 1957) — fultonhistory.com file
“Pearl River NY Orangetown Telegram 1957-1958 - 0593.pdf” (Old
Fulton NY Post Cards, free).

The Brecher Brothers Travel Crib noticed in Financial World,
1948.
Confirmed · Source: The New York Times, 25 August 1961,
“More Space Taken by Brass Concern; Entire Floor at 72 5th Ave.
Leased — Other Rentings” (nytimes.com archive abstract). Grade:
(family firm, as above).
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Brecher Bros. Inc., 38 West 32nd Street, Manhattan: a help-wanted advertisement, 1943.
Confirmed · Source: The New York Times, 25 August 1961, “More Space Taken by Brass Concern; Entire Floor at 72 5th Ave. Leased — Other
Rentings” (nytimes.com archive abstract). Grade: (family firm, as above).

Business Week’s new-products column, 10 July 1948, on the Brecher Bros. Travel Crib — a crib and play pen that folded into a 37-lb
case “like a piece of luggage”.
Confirmed · Source: Business Week, no. 984 (10 July 1948), new-products column; Internet Archive item sim_business-week_1948-07-10_984,
leaf 43 — https://archive.org/details/sim_business-week_1948-07-10_984. (The same product is described in Commerce magazine, Aug 1948, item
commerce-magazine_1948-08_45_7, leaf 44 — text only, not saved.)

The Brecher Family 51



Three bags stored in one”: Brecher Brothers’ nesting luggage set — four cases of
waterproof canvas bound in cowhide, $100 the set — in Popular Science, April
1949.
Likely · Source: Popular Science Monthly, vol. 154 no. 4 (April 1949), new-products pages,
p. [leaf 300]; Internet Archive item sim_popular-science_1949-04_154_4 — https://
archive.org/details/sim_popular-science_1949-04_154_4

In 1953 the former Vice President Alben W. Barkley received a leather wallet made by Brecher Bros., Inc. after speaking at the Shoe
Service Institute’s convention banquet in Chicago.
Likely · Source: Leather and Shoes, vol. 126 no. 4 (25 July 1953), “Illinois” news column; Internet Archive item sim_leather-and-
shoes_1953-07-25_126_4, leaf 31 — https://archive.org/details/sim_leather-and-shoes_1953-07-25_126_4
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Eugene and Nicholas

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher, a son of David and Esther, was born in November 1915 and died in 2014. He
enlisted in the U.S. Army on 8 June 1942 and served in North Africa, Sicily and Italy. On 18 October 2010, in
Surfside,  Florida,  he  recorded  a  59-minute  interview  about  his  war  for  the  Library  of  Congress  Veterans
History  Project,  which  also  keeps  his  wartime  photo  album  (Nicholas  Brecher  Collection,  AFC/
2001/001/77021). In 1950 he was a sales manager in the wholesale luggage trade, beside his brother Eugene; in
later business life he was known as Mickey Brecher. His wife Margaret (23 August 1920 – 12 January 2020),
born  in  Czechoslovakia,  outlived  him  and  died  in  Florida  at  ninety-nine;  she  is  remembered  at  Lakeside
Memorial Park, Miami Likely .

Eugene Brecher, 39, proprietor of a wholesale luggage business, and his wife Elizabeth in the 1950 census, the Bronx.
Confirmed · Source: 1950 U.S. census, the Bronx, ED 3-144 (National Archives)

Nicholas Brecher, 34, sales manager in the wholesale luggage trade, in the 1950 census, the Bronx.
Confirmed · Source: 1950 U.S. census, the Bronx, ED 3-145 (National Archives)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, 1943,
from his wartime photo album.
Confirmed · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History
Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, 1942,
from his wartime photo album.
Likely · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History Project,
Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)
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Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, c. 1943,
from his wartime photo album.
Likely · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History Project,
Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, c. 1943,
from his wartime photo album.
Likely · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History Project,
Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher in the Second World War, c. 1944,
from his wartime photo album.
Confirmed · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History
Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)

A page of Nicholas Brecher’s wartime photo album, North
Africa, Sicily and Italy, 1942–44.
Confirmed · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History
Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)
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A page of Nicholas Brecher’s wartime photo album, North
Africa, Sicily and Italy, 1942–44.
Confirmed · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History
Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)

A page of Nicholas Brecher’s wartime photo album, North
Africa, Sicily and Italy, 1942–44.
Confirmed · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History
Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)

A page of Nicholas Brecher’s wartime photo album, North
Africa, Sicily and Italy, 1942–44.
Confirmed · Source: Library of Congress, Veterans History
Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection (AFC/2001/001/77021)

Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher, aged 94, recording his wartime
story for the Library of Congress Veterans History Project at his
home in Surfside, Florida, 18 October 2010. Drafted in 1942,
he served with Company I, 30th Infantry Regiment, Third
Infantry Division, in North Africa and Sicily.
Confirmed · Source: Library of Congress, American Folklife
Center, Veterans History Project, Nicholas Brecher Collection, AFC/
2001/001/77021 — https://www.loc.gov/item/afc2001001.77021/ ;
video https://www.loc.gov/resource/afc2001001.77021.mv0001001/
(MP4 https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/vhp/0770/077021/
afc2001001_077021_mv0001001_640x480_800.mp4); photos
https://www.loc.gov/resource/afc2001001.77021.ph0001001/ (sp=1–
99).
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Nicholas (Mickey) Brecher noted in Advertising Age, 1961.
Likely · Source: Advertising Age, vol. 32 no. 10 (6 March 1961), p. [leaf 45]; Internet
Archive item sim_advertising-age_1961-03-06_32_10 — https://archive.org/details/
sim_advertising-age_1961-03-06_32_10
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Monsey and Spring Valley
Rockland County, 1951–1980

Around 1951 David and Esther Brecher settled on Lenore Avenue in Monsey, in Rockland County, where
their sons Alex and Eugene and their daughter Lucy with her husband Paul Friedman also made their homes.
The family was closely bound up with the young Torah institutions of the area. David was one of the first
directors  of  the  Yeshiva  of  Spring Valley  and of  Beth Medrosh Elyon in  Monsey,  and early  in  1954 Beth
Medrosh Elyon presented him with its award as outstanding citizen of the year. Eugene served as president of
the Yeshiva of Spring Valley in 1953–54 and later as a vice-president; in 1956 Alex, Eugene and Paul Friedman
sat together on its board of directors, and Alex was a sponsor and co-chairman of yeshiva dinners into the
1960s. By 1958 Alex and Anne Brecher’s home was at 8 Lenore Avenue, a few doors from the Friedmans at no.
4.

David died on 9 Adar 5715 (3 March 1955) in Suffern, New York, and is buried in Beth Moses Cemetery, Long
Island, in the section of Congregation Yetev Lev D’Satmar; his stone reads “Dovid son of Meir HaKohen
Brecher”. Eugene died on 15 Cheshvan 5722 (26 October 1961), aged 50, as the New York State death index
also records, and was buried beside him. Esther remained in Monsey, where the Ladies Auxiliary of the yeshiva
met  at  her  home  and,  in  1962,  the  Bais  Yaakov  High  School  of  Spring  Valley  honoured  her  at  its  first
testimonial  dinner.  She died on the  Sabbath of  Chayei  Sarah,  22 Cheshvan 5741 (1  November  1980),  in
Florida, and is buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, near her daughter Lucy.

David Brecher’s grave

Cemetery Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon, Long Island, New York

Plot Congregation Yetev Lev D’Satmar, Section 2, Block 18, Row 6, Grave 18

Beside him his sons Eugene (Grave 17) and Alex (Grave 16)

Died 9 Adar 5715 (3 March 1955), Suffern, New York; New York State
certificate no. 19056

Source Beth Moses Cemetery burial register (Confirmed)

David Brecher’s entry in the New York State death index for 1955: died at Suffern, Rockland County, on 3 March 1955, aged 74;
certificate no. 19056.
Confirmed · Source: New York State Department of Health, Death Index 1955 (statewide, excluding New York City), soundex B626, scan page
n165 of the volume as published by Reclaim the Records on the Internet Archive (https://archive.org/details/New_York_State_Death_Index_1955).
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The gravestone of David Brecher HaKohen, son of Meir, who
died on 9 Adar 5715 (3 March 1955), Beth Moses Cemetery,
West Babylon. The verse is an acrostic: the first letters of its
lines spell his name, David bar Meir.
Confirmed · Source: Photograph of the stone by a relative, 15 Sep
2026. The cemetery is not shown on the photo; Beth Moses is the only
David Brecher who died 3 Mar 1955 in its burial register (Section 2,
Block 18, Row 6, Grave 18).

Notice in Der Tog, 13 May 1955, p. 14: the unveiling of R’
David Brecher’s gravestone on Sunday 15 May 1955 (23 Iyar)
at Beth Moses Cemetery, in the Yetev Lev D’Satmar plot,
signed “the family”.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 13 May 1955, p. 14

Leibish (Yehuda Aryeh) Brecher among the pupils taking part
in the Yeshiva of Spring Valley’s Chanukah programme,
December 1952.
Confirmed · Source: Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y.,
December 1952 (Fulton History)

At the third annual Melave Malke of Beth Medrosh Elyon in
Monsey, held in memory of its founder Samuel Halberg, the
“outstanding citizen of the year” award is presented to “David
Brecher, the head of the Brecher family”, early 1954.
Confirmed · Source: Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 4
February 1954, p. 14 (Fulton History)
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The Rockland County Leader’s report of the same evening
names “David Brecher, the head of the Brecher family” as Beth
Medrosh Elyon’s outstanding citizen of the year.
Confirmed · Source: Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley,
N.Y., 4 February 1954, p. 16 (HRVH Historical Newspapers
(news.hrvh.org))

Eugene Brecher, David’s eldest son, completes his term as
president of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley, October 1954.
Confirmed · Source: Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 28
October 1954, p. 15 (Fulton History)

Alex Brecher, his brother Eugene and their brother-in-law
Paul Friedman elected directors of the Yeshiva of Spring
Valley, 1956.
Confirmed · Source: The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., 1956
(Fulton History)

“Leibish Brecher, of Lenore Avenue, Monsey, who attends
Yeshiva of Spring Valley” among the county’s fire-prevention
medal winners, 1956.
Confirmed · Source: The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., 1956
(Fulton History)
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“Mrs. Lucy Friedman of Lenore Avenue, Monsey” hosts a Yeshiva of Spring Valley PTA luncheon, 1956.
Confirmed · Source: The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., 1956 (Fulton History)

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley meets at
the home of “Mrs. D. Brecher, Lenore Avenue, Monsey” —
Esther, David’s widow — September 1957.
Confirmed · Source: Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 5
September 1957 (Fulton History)

“Valley Yeshiva Elects Officers”: Eugene Brecher a vice-
president of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley, autumn 1958.
Confirmed · Source: Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y.,
October 1958 (Fulton History)
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The PTA of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley holds a surprise party
“at the newly enlarged and decorated home of Mr. and Mrs.
Alex Brecher, 8 Lenore Avenue, Monsey”, June 1958.
Confirmed · Source: Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley,
N.Y., 5 June 1958, p. 15 (HRVH Historical Newspapers
(news.hrvh.org))

Paul and Lucy Friedman open their home at 4 Lenore Avenue,
Monsey, for the yeshiva women’s Chanukah party, December
1958; Mrs. Ann Brecher is among those assisting.
Confirmed · Source: The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., December
1958 (Fulton History)

“Co-chairmen are Alex Brecher and Louis Septimus”: a
yeshiva campaign dinner at Spring Valley, 1959–60.
Confirmed · Source: Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y.,
1959–60 (Fulton History)

Alex Brecher among the sponsors of the Beth Medrosh Elyon
testimonial dinner for Mr. Polak, August 1962.
Confirmed · Source: Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 30
August 1962 (Fulton History)
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“A. Brecher” and Pinchas Friedman on the dinner committee
of Beth Medrash Elyon in Monsey, under the headline
“Monsey, N.Y. begins as a centre of Torah”, October 1964. The
A. Brecher is very probably Alex, listed beside his brother-in-
law Pinchas (Paul) Friedman.
Likely · Source: Der Tog (New York), 2 October 1964, p. 8 —
National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

The same committee a year later, again with “A. Brecher” and
Pinchas Friedman, under the headline “The flowering of
Monsey, New York as a centre of Torah”, October 1965.
Likely · Source: Der Tog (New York), 22 October 1965, p. 9 —
National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

“To Honor Mrs. Brecher at Bais Yaakov Dinner”: Esther
Brecher, widow of David Brecher and a resident of Monsey for
eleven years, is to be honoured by the Bais Yaakov High School
of Spring Valley at its first testimonial dinner, October 1962.
Confirmed · Source: Orangetown Telegram, Pearl River, N.Y., 20
September 1962, sec. 2, p. 6 (Fulton History)

At the first commencement of the Bais Yaakov of Spring Valley,
June 1963, graduates received gifts given in Eugene Brecher’s
memory.
Confirmed · Source: The Journal-News, Nyack, N.Y., June 1963
(Fulton History)
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In the local press: two photographs

Ann Brecher (left), outgoing president of the Women’s League
of the Yeshiva of Spring Valley, with the newly elected
president, June 1959.
Likely · Source: Orangetown Telegram and The Pearl River
Searchlight, 11 June 1959, p. 21 (HRVH Historical Newspapers
(news.hrvh.org))

Eugene Brecher (far left, printed as “E. Brecher”) at the laying
of the cornerstone of Congregation Beth Israel, Maple Avenue
and Main Street, Monsey, January 1960.
Likely · Source: Orangetown Telegram and The Pearl River
Searchlight, 28 January 1960, p. 5; photograph by Arthur’s Studio
(HRVH Historical Newspapers (news.hrvh.org))

Notices of mourning for David Brecher, March 1955

In the week after his death on 3 March 1955, eight institutions and his nephews placed notices of mourning for
R’ Dovid bar R’ Meir HaKohen Brecher in the New York Yiddish daily Der Tog — among them the Spring
Valley  yeshiva  and  Beth  Medrash  Elyon,  which  he  helped  found,  Torah  Vodaath,  Chasan  Sofer,  Arugas
HaBosem, and the beis medrash of the Tshenskovitzer Rebbe, where he was gabbai. Two of them name his
father as Meir HaKohen, and the yeshiva’s notice names his wife Sheindel, his sons R’ Yosef, R’ Shimshon and
R’ Michel, his daughter Shifra Chana and her husband R’ Pinchas Shalom Friedman.
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“David Brecher, an outstanding Jew, passed to his heavenly
rest on March 3. May his devoted wife and children Eugene,
Alex, Mickey, and Mrs. Lucie Friedman be consoled.” The
notice of the Hebrew Institute of Rockland County.
Confirmed · Source: Rockland County Leader, Spring Valley,
N.Y., 10 March 1955, p. 18 (HRVH Historical Newspapers
(news.hrvh.org))

“Nichum Aveilim”: the Yeshiva and Mesivta of Spring Valley
mourns R’ Dovid Brecher, one of its first directors, and consoles
his wife Sheindel, his sons Yosef (a past president of the
yeshiva), Shimshon and Michel, and his daughter Shifra
Chana Friedman and her husband Pinchas Shalom.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 7 March 1955, p. 7 —
National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

“A double loss”: the Chevra Machzikei Torah and Chevra
Mishnayos of the Tshenskovitzer Rebbe’s beis medrash mourn
R’ Dovid bar R’ Meir HaKohen Brecher, their gabbai and co-
founder, and his mechutan R’ Yosef Efraim bar R’ Yeshaya
Friedman.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 7 March 1955, p. 7 —
National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

Yeshiva Torah Vodaath and Mesivta mourns “R’ Dovid
HaKohen Brecher, who supported Torah”.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 7 March 1955, p. 7 —
National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
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Beth Medrash Elyon of Spring Valley mourns “one of the first directors and supporters of our great Torah institution”.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 8 March 1955, p. 9 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

“Our dear and beloved uncle”: the notice of his nephews David
and Moshe Brecher and their families.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 8 March 1955, p. 9 —
National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

Yeshiva and Mesivta Arugas HaBosem mourns “one of the
supporters of our yeshiva”.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 11 March 1955, p. 19
— National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
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Yeshiva and Mesivta Chasan Sofer mourns “R’ Dovid bar R’ Meir HaKohen Brecher”.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 11 March 1955, p. 19 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

The Hebrew Institute of Rockland County mourns “the famous philanthropist R’ Dovid Brecher”.
Confirmed · Source: Der Tog (New York), 18 March 1955, p. 21 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press
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P a r t  I I I

Meir and Freide

Meir Brecher HaKohen and Freide née Frohner — Kapnik and
Sighet, and their children



Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner
Kapnikbánya, Nagybánya and Sighet

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen kept a tavern in Kapnikbánya (today Cavnic), a mining town in the hills above
Nagybánya. A national directory of tradesmen and merchants printed in Budapest in 1892 lists him there, and
in March 1900 a court notice in the Felsőbánya paper announced the auction of furniture, drink and barrels
seized from several Kapnikbánya debtors, “Brecher Mayer” among them. Meir’s grandson Shimshon (Alex)
later named his own father in print as “David son of Meir”.

His wife Freide (Fani) was the daughter of József Frohner, a house-owner of Siret in Bukovina, and Reize
Korber, which explains why their sons Asher and David were born in Siret; Freide herself was born in Siret
about 1856 (Confirmed, from her death act). Freide died in Máramarossziget (Sighet) on 19 June 1900; the
civil death act names her as the wife of Meir Brecher, tavern keeper of Kapnik. Meir was still in Siret when
Asher and David were born there, about 1877 and in 1881, and had moved to Nagybánya by 1887, when
Chaim Yehuda was born. In January 1906 Mayer Brecher of Kapnikbánya, then 54, signed as a witness at a
wedding at Nagybánya, which places his birth about 1851–52 (Likely). In 1913 Meir was living in Nagybánya:
his daughter Rosa gave “father Maier Brecher, Nagybánya” as her nearest relative when she sailed for New York.
Rosa’s own New York death certificate of 1948 names her parents as Meyer Brecher and Frieda Froner.

The  children  of  Meir  and  Freide  known  from  the  records  are  Asher,  Rosa  (Róza),  David,  and  Markus
(Mátyás), with Chaim Yehuda (b. 1887), Feige Rachel (b. 1890) and Jakob (b. 1893), who appear in the Jewish
birth register of Nagybánya. Each family is followed in the pages below.

Kapnikbánya (Cavnic), the mining town where Meir Brecher kept his tavern, photographed 1914–1918.
Source: K.u.k. Kriegspressequartier / Austrian National Library (BildID 15717026)
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Meir Brecher HaKohen and his children

“Brecher Majer” among the tradesmen and merchants of
Kapnikbánya, Szatmár county, 1892.
Confirmed · Source: Magyarország iparosainak és kereskedőinek
cím- és lakjegyzéke (Budapest, 1892), p. 1590 (Hungaricana)

Mayer (Meir) Brecher gives 25 kreuzer to the Queen Elisabeth
memorial collection, 1899, listed with the donors of
Kapnikbánya.
Likely · Source: Szatmármegyei Közlöny, 12 March 1899
(Hungaricana)

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen, b. c. 1851–52; tavern keeper of Kapnikbánya; living in Nagybánya 1913 = 
Freide (Fani) Frohner, b. c. 1856, Siret; d. 19 Jun 1900, Sighet; daughter of József Frohner of Siret and Reize
Korber

Asher (Uszer) HaKohen Brecher, b. Siret, c. 1876–77; of Sighet; d. 29 Tishrei 5701 (31 Oct 1940) =
Pesel (Pepi) Kupferman

Freida 1904, Tema 1906, Izsák (Yitzchak) 1909, József (Yosef) 1912, Farkas 1914, Lázár (Eliezer)
1916, Chaim Leib, Leah, David 1923

Rosa (Róza) Brecher, b. Kapnikbánya; d. 7 Jul 1948, Brooklyn = Samuel Eilender, 1879–1937

David Brecher, b. 20 Jul 1881, Siret; d. 3 Mar 1955 = Esther (Sheindel) Klein

Markus (Mátyás) Brecher, b. 18 Feb 1886, Felsőbánya; wood merchant Likely

Hugo Chaim 1921–2004, Fana Ruzena 1925

Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher, b. 8 Dec 1887; d. probably 10 Feb 1940, Satu Mare = (1) Zali Grunberg,
d. 1921; (2) Pessel, d. 1941 Likely

Frida 1913, Elemér 1915, Izrael (d. 1924)

Feige Rachel, b. 5 Jul 1890 · Jakob, b. 13 Apr 1893 Possible

Meir’s brother: Abraham Brecher, b. 1864, Rădăuți; of New York = Miriam Langsner Likely
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A court auction notice of March 1900: furniture, goods, drink and barrels seized
from Kapnikbánya debtors, among them “Brecher Mayer”.
Confirmed · Source: Felsőbányai Hírlap, 25 March 1900 (Hungaricana)

Death of Freide Brecher née Frohner, Máramarossziget (Sighet), 19 June 1900, act 266: wife of Meir Brecher, tavern keeper of
Kapnik; her parents József Frohner, house-owner of Siret, and Reize Korber.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Sighet deaths, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00450
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Kapnikbánya: the mine and stamp mill, 1907.
Confirmed · Source: Contemporary postcard view

“Brecher Mayer” of Kapnikbánya in a list of donors, 1899.
Likely · Source: Szatmármegyei Közlöny, 1899
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“Brecher Márkus” of Nagybánya among the ticket buyers for a
town ball, 1908.
Likely · Source: Nagybányai Hírlap, 1908

Jakob Brecher, merchant, married Rozália Sapira (Shapira)
on 5 May 1926; the marriage was registered at Felsőbánya in
January 1928.
Likely · Source: Nagybánya press, 1928

Jakab Brecher on a conscription list, 1914.
Likely · Source: Contemporary press, 1914

Hugo Chaim Brecher’s refugee registration card, Linz, Austria, 1948.
Confirmed · Source: International Tracing Service archive (Arolsen Archives), IRO records
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Hugo Chaim Brecher’s refugee index card naming his parents, 1949.
Confirmed · Source: Arolsen Archives, IRO records

Hugo Brecher on the IRO emigration list of the SS Marine Tiger, Hamburg to New York, sailed 14 Feb 1949. The sponsor is
entered as “David Brecher, 305 E. Mt. Eden Ave”.
Confirmed · Source: Arolsen Archives, IRO emigration lists

IRO sailing letter for Hugo Brecher, SS Marine Tiger, 1949.
Confirmed · Source: Arolsen Archives, IRO records
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Hugo Brecher in the 1950 United States census, Brooklyn, a year after his arrival: 28, born in Romania, a machinist in a luggage
factory, living at 5001 Fourteenth Avenue — the building where his cousins Frieda and Joseph Eilender lived.
Confirmed · Source: United States Census, 1950, Brooklyn, Kings County, New York, ED 24-2863, sheet 3, line 29 — FamilySearch https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XTB-MJHZ (image https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHN-PQHW-99NS).
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R’ Asher Brecher of Sighet
Asher, Pesel and their children

Asher (Uszer) Brecher, born in Siret, married Pepi (Pesel) Kupferman in Szurdok (Strâmtura) on 8 July 1902.
The civil act names his parents as Majer Brecher and Fani Frohner. Pesel’s father, Izsák Kupferman, born in
Kosów in Galicia, had died in Szurdok the year before. The family lived for a time in Felsőbánya, where their
son Lázár was born in 1916, and then in Sighet.

In Sighet R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher was head gabbai of the Kosov kloiz, where his son R’ Yosef gave the daily
Gemara shiur, as the Sighet memorial book records. He died on 29 Tishrei 5701 (31 October 1940) and was
buried in Sighet. His printed spiritual will names him the son of Meir Brecher HaKohen and asks that his stone
read “Asher ben Freide Brecher”. Pesel and their children Yitzchak (with his wife Frimet), Yosef, Leah and
others were lost in 1944; their portraits are preserved in Holocaust memorial records.

R’ Asher HaKohen Brecher of Sighet, son of R’ Meir Brecher.
Confirmed · Source: Sefer Marmarosh (Tel Aviv, 1983), p. 23
(HebrewBooks)

Title page of R’ Asher Brecher’s printed spiritual will: “son of
Meir Brecher HaKohen”, who died 29 Tishrei 5701.
Confirmed · Source: Printed spiritual will of R’ Asher HaKohen
Brecher (HebrewBooks)
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From the will: the wording R’ Asher asked for on his
gravestone, “Asher ben Freide Brecher”.
Confirmed · Source: Printed spiritual will of R’ Asher HaKohen
Brecher, p. 14 (HebrewBooks)

The Sighet memorial book on the town’s houses of study: R’
Asher Brecher, head gabbai of the Kosov kloiz, where his son R’
Yosef gave the Gemara shiur.
Confirmed · Source: Sefer Marmarosh (Tel Aviv, 1983), Yiddish
Book Center collection (Internet Archive)

Civil marriage of Asher (Uszer) Brecher, Szurdok
(Strâmtura), 8 July 1902, act 29 — the groom’s section,
naming his parents Majer Brecher and Fani Frohner.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, Szurdok marriages, unit MM-
F-00743-2-00463, image 245

The same act, the bride’s section: Pepi (Pesel) Kupferman.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, unit MM-F-00743-2-00463
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Death of Izsák Kupferman, Pesel’s father, Szurdok, 25 March
1901, act 16; born in Kosów, Galicia; his parents Nuchem
Kupferman and Mircza Rath.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, Szurdok deaths, unit MM-
F-00743-2-00465, image 183

Máramarossziget (Sighet): the synagogue courtyard, 1907.
Source: Fortepan / Magyar Földrajzi Múzeum / Erdélyi Mór cége (no.
86872)

Birth of Lázár Brecher, Felsőbánya, 13 August 1916, act 51. Parents: Uszer Béla (Asher) Brecher, merchant, 40, and Peszel
Kupferman, 36.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00621
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The Great Synagogue of Sighet before the war.
Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, Jerusalem, 7959/3

The main square of Sighet, 1941.
Source: Fortepan / Gyöngyi (no. 6071), CC BY-SA 3.0
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The children of Asher and Pesel

Six of Asher and Pesel’s children appear in the civil birth registers. Five were born at Szurdok (Strâmtura),
where Asher, recorded as born at Siret in Bukovina, is entered as a dealer in 1904 and 1906, a licensed liquor
seller in 1909 and 1912 and a merchant in 1914: Freida on 23 October 1904, Tema on 20 August 1906, Izsák
(Yitzchak) on 7 April 1909, József (Yosef) on 28 February 1912 and Farkas on 11 July 1914. Lázár (Eliezer)
followed at Felsőbánya on 13 August 1916; Chaim Leib and Leah, whose portraits appear below, were younger,
and a son David was born at Strâmtura in 1923. Notes in the margins of the birth acts record Freida’s marriage
to Moses Wasserstrom at Sighet on 15 June 1931, Tema’s to Mihai (Chaim) Tabak at Sighet on 31 May 1934
and Yosef’s to Ida Grenstein in 1939; Yitzchak married Frimet Kreindler at Tiszabogdány on 24 June 1935. A
son of Asher, R’ Nachum Ze’ev ben Asher HaKohen Brecher, survived the war and died in Bnei Brak on 24
Adar 5743 (9 March 1983) Confirmed ; he was very probably Farkas Likely .

Children of Asher and Pesel Brecher

Freida b. 23 Oct 1904, Szurdok (Strâmtura) Confirmed ; = Moses (Moshe)
Wasserstrom, Sighet, 15 Jun 1931 Likely

Tema b. 20 Aug 1906, Szurdok Confirmed ; = Mihai (Mihály, Chaim)
Tabak, b. 22 Jan 1907, Bárdfalu (Berbești), Sighet, 31 May 1934 
Likely

Izsák (Yitzchak) b. 7 Apr 1909, Szurdok Confirmed ; = Frimet (Frantiska) Kreindler,
b. 18 May 1910, Tiszabogdány, 24 Jun 1935 Likely

József (Yosef) b. 28 Feb 1912, Szurdok Confirmed ; = Ida Grenstein, 20 Apr 1939 
Likely

Farkas b. 11 Jul 1914, Szurdok Confirmed ; very probably the later R’
Nachum Ze’ev ben Asher HaKohen Brecher of Bnei Brak, d. 24 Adar
5743 (9 Mar 1983) Likely

Lázár (Eliezer) b. 13 Aug 1916, Felsőbánya Confirmed ; = Devora

Chaim Leib portrait below Confirmed

Leah portrait below Confirmed

David b. 1923, Strâmtura (Sighet register of 1945, as indexed in the JewishGen
Hungary database) Likely
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Birth of Izsák (Yitzchak) Brecher, 7 April 1909, at Szurdok (Strâmtura), son of Uszer (Asher) Brecher and Pepi Kupferman.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Strâmtura (Szurdok) births 1907–1920, unit
MM-F-00743-1-1-00652, act 39 of 1909

Birth of József (Yosef) Brecher, 28 February 1912, at Szurdok (Strâmtura), son of Uszer (Asher) Brecher and Pepi Kupferman. A
note in the margin records his marriage in 1939.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Strâmtura (Szurdok) births 1907–1920, unit
MM-F-00743-1-1-00652, act 22 of 1912

Birth of Freida Brecher, 23 October 1904, at Szurdok
(Strâmtura), daughter of Uszer (Asher) Brecher, dealer, born
at Siret in Bukovina, and Pepi Kupfermann. A note in the
margin records her marriage to Moses Wasserstrom at Sighet
in 1931.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, Strâmtura (Szurdok) births 1904–1906,
unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00460, act 108

Birth of Tema Brecher, 20 August 1906, at Szurdok
(Strâmtura), daughter of Uszer (Asher) Brecher and Peszel
Kupfermann. The margin records her marriage to Mihai
(Chaim) Tabak at Sighet on 31 May 1934.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș
County Branch, civil registers, Strâmtura (Szurdok) births 1904–1906,
unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00460, act 93
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Portraits of Asher’s family

Pesel Brecher née Kupferman, wife of R’ Asher Brecher, of
Sighet.
Confirmed · Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive,
item 15279703

Yitzchak Brecher, son of Asher and Pesel, with his wife Frimet
and their children.
Confirmed · Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive,
item 15279659

Frimet Brecher née Kreindler, wife of Yitzchak.
Confirmed · Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive,
item 15264873

Yosef (Yossel) Brecher, son of Asher and Pesel.
Confirmed · Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive,
item 15279728
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Chaim Leib Brecher, son of Asher and Pesel.
Confirmed · Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive,
item 15264683

Leah Brecher, daughter of Asher and Pesel.
Confirmed · Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive,
item 15244127

Devora Brecher, wife of Asher’s son Eliezer.
Confirmed · Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, item 15275789

Asher (User) Brecher and his wife Pepi, née Kupfermann, had sons named David and Moses (Moshe). A 1945
displaced-persons card and a 1947 list of survivors in Sweden record Moses as Asher’s son, born in Satu Mare
Confirmed . These two were the nephews “David and Moshe Brecher” who signed a notice on R’ David
Brecher’s death in March 1955.

The Brecher Family 82



Rosa and Samuel Eilender
Kapnikbánya to New York

Rosa (Róza) Brecher, Meir’s daughter, was born in Kapnikbánya and owned a share of a house there. Samuel
Eilender,  a  merchant  of  the  town and the  son of  Eliyahu (Elia)  Eilender,  a  tailor  of  Felsővisó,  and Eigye
(Agnes), née Katz in the Felsővisó register (“Agnes Rosen” on his New York death certificate), was her husband.
Their son Elemér was born in Kapnikbánya on 18 April 1907 and the twins József and Frida on 6 April 1909;
in each act Samuel came before the registrar to acknowledge the children as his.

Samuel sailed from Hamburg on the SS Cleveland and reached Ellis Island on 25 July 1909, bound for his
“uncle Abraham Brecher” at 185 Orchard Street; in December 1910 he declared his intention to become a
citizen, giving his birth as 26 January 1877 in Felső Visó. The Jewish register of Felsővisó (Vișeu de Sus) records
the birth of Samuel (Zeinvel), son of Elia Eilender, tailor, and Eigye née Katz, on 8 January 1877 (Confirmed);
his sisters Eszter (Feiga), born in December 1867, Feiga, born in 1870, and Devora, born in 1873, appear in the
same register (Likely). Eszter died in infancy in 1868 and Devora in 1876. Rosa arrived in New York on the SS
Potsdam on 3 July 1913 with Elemér, József and Frida, joining Samuel at 178 Brook Avenue in the Bronx.

The family lived in the Bronx and later in Brooklyn, where Samuel worked as an insurance agent. Samuel
(Shmuel Zanvel) died on 7 July 1937, at 2865 West 17th Street, Coney Island, and is buried in Beth David
Cemetery, Elmont; that October their son, now Alex Eilender, married Anna Kiviat in the Bronx: the Paterson
Jewish Post announced the engagement in September, reported a bridal shower given by the bride’s mother,
with Rose and Frieda Eilender among the guests, and announced the wedding at the Burnside Manor on 24
October 1937, with the groom’s brother Joseph and his cousin Eugene Brecher among the ushers. In 1940
Rose lived at 2853 West 28th Street with Joseph and Frieda, and later at 5001 14th Avenue in Borough Park,
where she died on 7 July 1948; she was buried in Beth David beside Samuel.

Alex (Elemér) Eilender’s first wife, Anne (Chana) née Kwiat, daughter of Solomon Kwiat and Bessie Halpern
of Paterson, New Jersey, had been a public school teacher there; she died on 21 Adar 5704 (16 March 1944)
and is buried in Congregation B’nai Israel Cemetery, Saddle Brook, New Jersey, leaving two daughters, Sandra
and Norma (Confirmed). In 1950 Alex lived in Paterson with his second wife, Pauline (Pnina Perl) Eilender,
née Kirschenbaum (8 September 1912 – 18 September 2005) Likely . Frida (Frieda), Joseph’s twin, married
Isidor Geldzahler (born in Belgium, 13 May 1913; died in Brooklyn, October 1985) in Manhattan in 1953; she
died in Brooklyn on 17 March 2005 (Likely). Joseph H. Eilender died in Los Angeles on 24 November 1982
(Likely). Rosa’s nephew Hugo Brecher, Markus’s son, later lived in the same house at 5001 14th Avenue, and
Frieda was the witness to his naturalization.
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Birth of Elemér (later Alex) Eilender, Kapnikbánya, 18 April 1907, act 60. Mother: Róza Brecher, 29; the father, Samuel
Eilender, merchant, acknowledged him.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Cavnic births 1907–1909, unit MM-
F-00743-1-1-00141

Births of the twins József and Frida, Kapnikbánya, 6 April 1909, acts 41–42. Mother: Rozália Brecher, 32; Samuel Eilender
acknowledged them.
Confirmed · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Cavnic births, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00141

The Hamburg-America liner Cleveland arriving in New York
harbour, about 1909–14 — the ship on which Samuel Eilender
came in July 1909.
Source: Bain News Service, Library of Congress, public domain, via
Wikimedia Commons

Samuel Eilender declares his intention to become a citizen,
Supreme Court of New York County, 9 December 1910: born
in Felső Visó, Hungary, on 26 January 1877; last residence
Kapnik; arrived on the Cleveland on 26 July 1909. He signs
his own name.
Confirmed · Source: New York County naturalization records
(FamilySearch)
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Samuel Eilender, 32, of Kapnikbánya, on the SS Cleveland from Hamburg, arriving at Ellis Island 25 July 1909 (line 1).
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives, T715 roll 1306, p. 92 (FamilySearch, host)

The same manifest, right-hand page: going to his “uncle Abraham Brecher”, 185 Orchard Street, New York.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

Samuel Eilender’s death certificate, New York, 1937: his father is named as Eliza (Elias) Eilender and his mother as Agnes, both
born in Hungary.
Confirmed · Source: New York City Department of Health, Certificate of Death no. 14769 (Brooklyn), Samuel Eilender, July 1937 — NYC
Municipal Archives, historical vital records
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The Holland-America liner Potsdam, on which Rosa Eilender and her three children arrived in July 1913, in a rendering by the
marine artist Fred Pansing.
Source: Fred Pansing, Library of Congress, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Rosa Eilender, 35, of Nagybánya, born in Kapnikbánya, with Elemér, 6, and the twins József and Frida, 4, arriving in New York
on the SS Potsdam, 3 July 1913. Nearest relative at home: “father Maier Brecher, Nagybánya”.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives, T715 roll 2121, p. 130 (FamilySearch, host)

The same manifest: going to her husband, Samuel Eilander, 178 Brook Avenue, Bronx.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger lists, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
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178 Brook Avenue, Bronx, about 1940: the address to which Rosa and the children
came in 1913.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal
Archives

5001 14th Avenue, Borough Park, Brooklyn, about 1940: Joseph Eilender’s address on his 1940 draft registration.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal Archives
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Rose Eilender with Elmer (entered as “Elsmere”), Frieda and Joseph in the 1920 census, Bronx.
Confirmed · Source: 1920 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 279, sheet 8B, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

The Eilender family in the 1930 census, Bronx, with their years of immigration: Samuel 1909, Rose and the children 1913.
Confirmed · Source: 1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

“Deaths in New York”: Shmuel Zanvel (Samuel) Eilender,
2865 West 17th Street, Coney Island, a member of
Congregation Bikur Cholim, listed first in the day’s column,
July 1937.
Confirmed · Source: Der Morgen Zhurnal (New York), 9 July
1937, p. 11 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

The gravestone of Anne (Chana) Eilender, daughter of
Shlomo, wife of Alex Eilender, who died on 21 Adar 5704 (16
March 1944). Congregation B’nai Israel Cemetery, Saddle
Brook, New Jersey.
Confirmed · Source: Find a Grave, memorial 187615138, https://
www.findagrave.com/memorial/187615138/anne-eilender
(photograph contributed to Find a Grave)
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Certificate and Record of Marriage of Alex Eilender and Anna Kiviat, Bronx, 24 October 1937. The groom’s parents: Samuel
Eilender and Rose Brecher.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Bronx marriages 1937, no. 9544

Notice of the death of Mrs. Alex Eilander — Anne, née Kwiat
— Paterson, New Jersey, March 1944.
Confirmed · Source: Find a Grave, memorial 187615138, https://
www.findagrave.com/memorial/187615138/anne-eilender (newspaper
clipping, Paterson, March 1944)

Engagement notice of Anne Kwiat and Al (Alex) Eilender,
son of Rose Eilender of Brooklyn. The Jewish Post, Paterson,
N.J., 2 September 1937.
Confirmed · Source: The Jewish Post (Paterson, N.J.), 2 Sep 1937;
Old Fulton NY Post Cards (fultonhistory.com), “Paterson NJ The
Jewish Post 1936 Jan–Dec 1937”, file 1319
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Notice of a bridal shower given for Anne Kwiat in Paterson on
10 October 1937; among the guests were Rose Eilender and her
daughter Frieda. The Jewish Post, Paterson, N.J., 14 October
1937.
Confirmed · Source: The Jewish Post (Paterson, N.J.), 14 Oct
1937, p. 5; Old Fulton NY Post Cards (fultonhistory.com), “Paterson
NJ The Jewish Post 1936 Jan–Dec 1937”, file 1443

Announcement of the marriage of Anne Kwiat and Alex
Eilender, son of Rose Eilender, at the Burnside Manor in the
Bronx on 24 October 1937. Among the ushers were the groom’s
brother Joseph Eilender and his cousin Eugene Brecher. The
Jewish Post, Paterson, N.J., 21 October 1937.
Confirmed · Source: The Jewish Post (Paterson, N.J.), 21 Oct
1937, women’s page; Old Fulton NY Post Cards (fultonhistory.com),
“Paterson NJ The Jewish Post 1936 Jan–Dec 1937”, file 1477

Rose Eilender, widowed, with her son Joseph and daughter Frieda in the 1940 census, Brooklyn.
Confirmed · Source: 1940 U.S. Census, Brooklyn, ED 24-1927, sheet 5B, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

2853 West 28th Street, Coney Island, Brooklyn, about 1940:
the address of Rose Eilender, widowed, with Joseph and Frieda
in the 1940 census.
Likely · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940,
NYC Municipal Archives

From Rose Eilender’s certificate of death, Brooklyn, 7 July
1948: her father “Meyer Brecher” and her mother “Frieda
Froner”, both born in Hungary; the informant, her daughter
Frieda; burial in Beth David Cemetery.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital
records, Brooklyn deaths 1948, no. 14036
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Joseph Eilender, Rosa’s son, born in Kapnikbánya on 6 April 1909, registers for the draft in Brooklyn, 16 October 1940, naming his
mother Rose as his contact.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. World War II draft registration cards (FamilySearch)

Alex (Elemér) Eilender, 42, born in Hungary, with his wife Pauline in Paterson, New Jersey, in the 1950 census.
Likely · Source: United States Census, 1950, Paterson, Passaic County, New Jersey (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:6F9T-Z75R

Joseph H. Eilender’s death is recorded in the California death index, which gives his mother’s maiden name as
Brecher; Alex Eilender’s death is recorded in the New Jersey death index for 1963.

Frieda and Joseph Eilender, Rosa’s twins, in the 1950 census, Brooklyn.
Confirmed · Source: 1950 U.S. census, Brooklyn, ED 24-2863 (National Archives)
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The gravestone of Frieda (Freida) Geldzahler née Eilender, daughter of R’ Shmuel
Zanvel Eilender and wife of R’ Yitzchak Geldzahler, who died on 17 March 2005,
Beth Israel Memorial Park, Fords, New Jersey.
Confirmed · Source: Family records

Alex Eilender in the New Jersey death index for 1963: he died in Paterson in September 1963 (state file no. 45876).
Confirmed · Source: New Jersey Department of Health death index, 1963, surnames A–F (Reclaim The Records, Internet Archive item
NJ_Death_Index_1963_A-F, image/leaf 310), https://archive.org/details/NJ_Death_Index_1963_A-F ; place codes: https://archive.org/details/
NewJerseyDOHLocalityCodes1949-1984
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Markus Brecher and Abraham Brecher
Felsőbánya, Radautz and the Lower East Side

Markus (Mátyás) Brecher, born in Felsőbánya on 18 February 1886, is recorded as a son of Meir and Freide. He
was a wood merchant. He married Frida Moskovics at Taracköz in 1918 (Confirmed: their son’s Social Security
record names his parents as Marcos Brecher and Frieda Moskowitz). A Lea Brecher was born in Felsőbánya in
December 1918 to Mátyás Brecher,  wood merchant,  and a mother entered as Frida Herskovics.  Their son
Hugo Chaim Brecher was born in Felsőbánya (Baia Sprie) on 12 April 1921 by his naturalization papers (12
May 1921, at Baia Sprie, in the civil birth register; 12 May 1921, at Baia Mare, in his Social Security application;
15 May 1921 in the death index). He married Bertha, of Felsővisó, at Linz in 1946, reached New York on 27
February 1949, lived at 5001 14th Avenue in Brooklyn — the house of his aunt Rosa Eilender’s family — and
was naturalized on 26 April 1955. He died in Brooklyn on 1 October 2004. A daughter of Markus and Frida,
Fana  Ruzena,  was  born  in  1925  at  Királymező  (Ust-Chorna),  when  the  family  was  living  at  Brașov.
Confirmed  A Márkus Brecher appears among the paying guests at a charity ball in Nagybánya in 1908.
Meir’s son Jakob, born in 1893, may be the Jakab Brecher of the Nagybánya district listed by the conscription
office in 1914, and the Jákob Brecher, merchant, who married Rozália Sapira in Felsőbánya on 5 May 1926.

Guests who paid extra at a charity ball in Nagybánya, March 1908: Márkus Brecher, one crown.
Likely · Source: Nagybányai Hírlap, 22 March 1908 (Hungaricana)
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Birth of Lea Brecher, Felsőbánya, 21 December 1918, act 93; parents Mátyás Brecher, wood merchant, 32, and Frida Herskovics,
21.
Possible · Source: Romanian National Archives, Maramureș County Branch, civil registers, Felsőbánya births, unit MM-F-00743-1-1-00621

Hugo Chaim Brecher, son of Markus Brecher, petitions for
American citizenship, Brooklyn, 8 March 1955: foreman,
5001 14th Avenue; born 12 April 1921 at Baia Sprie
(Felsőbánya); married 1946 at Linz, Austria.
Confirmed · Source: Petitions for Naturalization, U.S. District
Court, Brooklyn (National Archives), via FamilySearch, New York,
U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991,
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6GGS-YWSP

The witness page of the same petition: his cousin Frieda
Geldzahler, born Eilender, of the same house at 5001 14th
Avenue, vouches for him.
Confirmed · Source: Petitions for Naturalization, U.S. District
Court, Brooklyn (National Archives), via FamilySearch, New York,
U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991,
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6GGS-YWSP

A county list of young men of the Nagybánya district born in 1893 whose whereabouts were unknown to the conscription office,
March 1914: Jakab Brecher. Meir’s son Jakob was born in 1893.
Possible · Source: Szatmárvármegye Hivatalos Lapja, 2 April 1914 (Hungaricana)

The Brecher Family 94



Felsőbánya register news: the marriage on 5 May 1926 of Jákob Brecher, merchant,
and Rozália Sapira.
Possible · Source: Nagybánya, 19 February 1928 (Hungaricana)

Chaim Yehuda Brecher

Meir’s son Chaim Yehuda Brecher, born on 8 December 1887 and known in civil records as Miksa, married
Zali (Szali) Grunberg, daughter of Markus Grunberg and Chaja née Katz. Their daughter Frida was born at
Huszt in 1913 and their son Elemér there in 1915; a younger son, Izrael, died at Munkács in 1924. The family
lived in Szatmár (Satu Mare). Zali died at Zugó in Bereg county on 17 October 1921, aged 31. Chaim Yehuda
probably married again: a Chaim Yuda Brecher who died on 1 Adar I 5700 (10 February 1940) lies in the
Orthodox cemetery of Satu Mare, section 16, and his wife Pessel, who died on 14 Iyar 5701 (11 May 1941), lies
in the same section. Likely

Chaim Yehuda Brecher’s family Likely

Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) b. 8 Dec 1887, Nagybánya register; of Huszt 1913–15, of Szatmár 1921–
24; probably d. 1 Adar I 5700 (10 Feb 1940), Satu Mare

First wife Zali (Szali) Grunberg, daughter of Markus Grunberg and Chaja née Katz;
d. 17 Oct 1921, Zugó, aged 31

Children Frida, b. 1913, Huszt · Elemér, b. 1915, Huszt · Izrael, d. 1924, Munkács

Second wife Pessel, d. 14 Iyar 5701 (11 May 1941), Satu Mare

Source Civil registers of Huszt, Zugó (Volovec) and Munkács, State Archive of
Zakarpattia Oblast (Berehove), fonds 1606 and 1610, as indexed in the
JewishGen Hungary database; Satu Mare Orthodox Jewish Cemetery
burial register, JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry, records
J_MARAMURE_0001124 and J_MARAMURE_0001132
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Abraham Brecher in New York

Abraham Brecher, born about 1864 in Austria, was the “uncle Abraham Brecher” to whom Samuel Eilender
travelled in 1909, and was a son of Eisig Brecher and Lea Bernstein of Rădăuți — a brother of Meir (Likely).
He and his wife Miriam née Langsner, daughter of Mordechai Langsner, had children born in Rădăuți in
Bukovina — Regina on 25 December 1891, Chaje (Ida) on 6 April 1893 and Mordke on 11 June 1897; they
married there,  according to the civil  register,  on 4 July 1892.  Abraham landed in New York with his  son
Benjamin on 25 February 1904 on the Moltke, declared his intention to become a citizen in 1906 while living
at 141 Stanton Street, and was naturalized in 1911. In 1920 the family lived on the Lower East Side with their
daughter Ida (born about 1894), and in 1940 on East Fourth Street. Miriam died on 6 February 1944 and is
buried in Mount Zion Cemetery, Queens.

The Hamburg-America liner Moltke leaving Hoboken,
September 1902; Abraham Brecher and his son Benjamin
arrived on her from Rădăuți in February 1904.
Source: U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command, public domain,
via Wikimedia Commons

The lot at 185 Orchard Street, Lower East Side, about 1940 —
Abraham Brecher’s address in 1909; by 1940 the old tenement
had given way to market stalls.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c.
1940, NYC Municipal Archives
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Abraham Brecher of 141 Stanton Street declares his intention to become an American citizen, U.S. Circuit Court, New York, 8
August 1906: born in Austria in 1864, he had landed on 25 February 1904. He signs his own name.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. Circuit Court, Southern District of New York, declarations of intention (FamilySearch)

Abraham and Miriam Brecher with their daughter Ida in the 1920 census, Lower East Side, Manhattan: all born in Bukovina.
Confirmed · Source: 1920 U.S. Census, Manhattan, ED 370, sheet 5A (FamilySearch)
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Abraham Brecher, 75, born in Austria, with his wife Miriam
in the 1940 census, East Fourth Street, Manhattan.
Likely · Source: 1940 U.S. Census, Manhattan, ED 31-685, sheet
6A, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

108–110 East 4th Street, Manhattan, about 1940: the home
of Abraham and Miriam Brecher in the 1940 census.
Likely · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940,
NYC Municipal Archives

Harry Brecher

Abraham and Miriam’s eldest child was  Harry Brecher — Hersch in Yiddish, Binyamin Tzvi in Hebrew —
born at Mihăileni, his mother’s home town, on 10 October 1888. In May 1910, a 21-year-old tailor, he sailed
from Hamburg on the SS Amerika to join his father on Ludlow Street; the passenger list names his grandfather,
Eisig Brecher, still living in Rădăuți, as his nearest relative at home — a record that ties Abraham to Eisig as
father and son. Harry declared his intention to become a citizen on 21 November 1910 and filed his petition
on 21 July 1915,  with his  father Abraham and his  sister  Ida signing as  witnesses.  On 27 August 1915 he
married  Mollie (Malka) Rudich, born in Bukovina on 22 December 1892, daughter of Selig (Asher Zelig)
Rudich, a cutter, and Feige Lobel. In 1917 Harry was a sales clerk at J. B. Greenhut Co.; by 1942 he ran his
own business in the Bronx. He died on 3 September 1962 and Mollie on 19 March 1980; they lie together in
Montefiore  Cemetery,  Queens,  under  a  stone  that  calls  him  the  son  of  “Avraham  HaKohen  Brecher”.
Confirmed
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Harry Brecher’s family Confirmed

Harry (Hersch, Binyamin Tzvi)
Brecher

b. 10 Oct 1888, Mihăileni, Bukovina; arr. New York 28 May 1910; d. 3
Sep 1962; buried Montefiore Cemetery, Queens

Parents Abraham (Avraham HaKohen) Brecher and Miriam Langsner

Grandfather Eisig Brecher of Rădăuți, living in May 1910

Wife Mollie (Malka) Rudich, b. 22 Dec 1892, Bukovina; m. 27 Aug 1915,
Manhattan; d. 19 Mar 1980

Wife’s parents Selig (Asher Zelig) Rudich, b. 15 Feb 1866, d. 23 Jul 1927, the Bronx ·
Feige (Fagie) née Lobel, b. 12 Sep 1866, d. 24 Apr 1944, the Bronx

Sources SS Amerika passenger list 1910; New York County declaration 1910 and
petition no. 52045 (1915); NYC marriage certificate no. 19380 (1915);
draft cards 1917 and 1942; 1950 census; gravestone, Montefiore
Cemetery; NYC death certificates of Selig and Feige Rudich

Hersch (Harry) Brecher, 21, a tailor from Rădăuți, on the passenger list of the SS Amerika, Hamburg to New York, May 1910. He
names his grandfather Eisig Brecher in Rădăuți as his nearest relative at home and is going to join his father, Abraham Brecher, on
Ludlow Street.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger arrival lists (Ellis Island), SS Amerika, arr. 28 May 1910, line 13 (NARA T715, roll 1488;
FamilySearch)
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Harry Brecher declares his intention to become an American
citizen, New York, 21 November 1910: a 22-year-old tailor
born at Mihăileni on 10 October 1888, living at 106 Ludlow
Street.
Confirmed · Source: New York County Supreme Court,
declarations of intention, 21 Nov 1910 (FamilySearch)

Harry Brecher’s petition for American citizenship, New York,
21 July 1915.
Confirmed · Source: New York County Supreme Court, Petition
for Naturalization no. 52045 (FamilySearch)

The witnesses to Harry’s 1915 petition were his father, Abraham Brecher, a pedlar, and his sister Ida, a dressmaker, all of 190
Ludlow Street — here are the three signatures, the only known signature of Ida.
Confirmed · Source: New York County Supreme Court, Petition for Naturalization no. 52045, 21 Jul 1915 (FamilySearch)
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Marriage of Harry Brecher, son of Abraham Brecher and Miriam Langsner, born at Mihăileni, to Mollie Rudich of Bukovina,
daughter of Selig Rudich and Feige Lobel, New York, 27 August 1915.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Health, Certificate and Record of Marriage no. 19380 (Manhattan, 1915), NYC Municipal Archives

Harry Brecher’s First World War draft registration card, New York, 5 June 1917:
born 10 October 1888, a sales clerk at J. B. Greenhut Co., living at 36 St Marks
Place.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. World War I Draft Registration Cards (NARA M1509), New
York City (FamilySearch)
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Harry Brecher’s Second World War registration card, the Bronx, April 1942: aged 53, living at 1310 Morris Avenue with his wife
Molly and running his own business at 265 East 169th Street.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 (NARA; FamilySearch)

Harry and Mollie Brecher in the 1950 census, the Bronx: Harry, 60, a textile clerk born in Romania; Mollie, 55, born in Austria.
Confirmed · Source: 1950 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-2020, sheet 8, lines 14–15 (NARA; FamilySearch)

The gravestone of Harry (Binyamin Tzvi) Brecher, son of Avraham HaKohen Brecher, 10 October 1888 – 3 September 1962, and
his wife Mollie (Malka), daughter of Asher Zelig, 22 December 1892 – 19 March 1980, Montefiore Cemetery, Queens.
Confirmed · Source: Find a Grave memorials 158155543 and 158155549, Montefiore Cemetery, Springfield Gardens, Queens
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Mollie’s father, Selig Rudich, petitions for American
citizenship, New York, 1920: a cutter born in Bukovina on 15
February 1866, he had landed on 23 March 1913.
Confirmed · Source: New York naturalization petition, 1920
(FamilySearch)

Death certificate of Mollie’s mother, Fagie (Feige) Rudich née
Lobel, the Bronx, 24 April 1944: born 12 September 1866 in
Bukovina, daughter of Louis Lobel and Molly Rudler, widow
of Selig Rudich.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Health, death certificate
no. 4397 (Bronx, 1944), NYC Municipal Archives

Ida

Abraham’s 1911 citizenship petition names the children then with him in New York, among them Harry and
Ida. Ida was the Chaje born in Rădăuți on 6 April 1893. She came over with her mother on the SS Patricia in
June 1907, worked as a dressmaker, and married Charles B. Schwartz (Kalman Baruch ben Moshe), a salesman
born in Romania. They lived in Brooklyn; Ida died on 27 March 1976 and lies beside Charles in Mount Judah
Cemetery, Queens, under a stone that reads “Chaya daughter of R’ Avraham HaKohen”. Confirmed
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Abraham Brecher’s petition for American citizenship, New York, 1911: born 17 March 1864, landed 25 February 1904, his wife
born at Mihăileni; among the children he names are Harry, born 10 October 1888, and Ida, born 6 April 1893.
Confirmed · Source: New York County Supreme Court, Petition for Naturalization no. 11354 (1911) (FamilySearch)

Mirjam Brecher, 42, of Rădăuți, with her daughter Chaje (Ida), on the passenger list of the SS Patricia, Hamburg to New York,
May–June 1907, going to join her husband, A[braham] Brecher, on Orchard Street.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger arrival lists (Ellis Island), SS Patricia, arr. 8 Jun 1907, list 17, lines 17–19 (NARA T715, roll 915;
FamilySearch)
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The gravestone of Ida (Chaje) Brecher and her husband Charles B. Schwartz, Mount Judah Cemetery, Queens. Her inscription
reads “Chaya daughter of R’ Avraham HaKohen”; she was born on 6 April 1893 and died on 27 March 1976. His reads “Kalman
Baruch son of Moshe”.
Confirmed · Source: Gravestone photograph, Mount Judah Cemetery, Ridgewood, Queens

Charles and Ida Schwartz in the 1950 census, Brooklyn: Charles, 71, born in Romania, a salesman in an electrical-appliance shop;
Ida, 58, born in Austria.
Confirmed · Source: 1950 U.S. Census, Brooklyn (NARA; FamilySearch)

The civil registers of Rădăuți add another child of Abraham Brecher and Mirjam Langsner born there: Jakob
Wolf (Yaakov Zeev), born 30 August 1900, who died on 13 June 1903. (Likely: Bukovina births and deaths
index, JewishGen Romania Database.)

Leon Brecher of Baltimore

Abraham’s brother Riwen Mordko (Reuven Mordechai) also had a son in America. Jakob Leib Brecher, born
on 15 September 1895 at Mănăstirea Humorului (Kloster Humor) in Bukovina, came to New York from Siret
on the Rotterdam in January 1921, a student of 26 whose nearest relative at home was Marcus Brecher of Siret.
He settled in Baltimore, was naturalized there on 2 March 1927 under the name Leo, and was known as Leon
Brecher. He and his wife Fanny (Fruma Yetta) are buried in Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore County; his
stone reads “Yaakov Aryeh ben Mordechai Reuven HaKohen”, and gives his birth date exactly as the Bukovina
register does. He died on 10 October 1988. Confirmed
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Jacob Brecher, 26, a student from Siret, arrives at Ellis Island on the Rotterdam, 19 January 1921; his nearest relative at home is
Marcus Brecher of Siret.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger arrival lists (Ellis Island), SS Rotterdam, arr. 19 Jan 1921, p. 111, line 10 (NARA T715, roll 2912;
FamilySearch)

Jacob Brecher’s petition for American citizenship, Baltimore, 1927: born 15 September 1895 in Bukovina, he asked the court to
change his name to Leo Brecher.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. District Court, District of Maryland, petition no. 9144, 2 Mar 1927 (NARA M1640; FamilySearch)
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The stone of Leon Brecher — Yaakov Aryeh ben Mordechai Reuven HaKohen — born in Bukovina on 15 September 1895, died in
Baltimore on 10 October 1988. Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore County, Maryland.
Confirmed · Source: Find a Grave memorial 113946164, Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Section K, Lot 449

The Brecher family headstone of Leon and Fanny Brecher, with the hands of the Kohanim, Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery, Baltimore.
Confirmed · Source: Find a Grave memorials 113946164 and 113946163, Shaarei Tfiloh Cemetery
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Other Kohen Brechers from Siret

Siret was home to more than one family of Kohanim named Brecher, and several of them also reached New
York. How they connect to the family of this book is not known; they are set apart here for that reason.

Related Siret Kohen Brechers in New York

Joseph Ira Brecher (Yosef ben
Yaakov HaKohen)

b. 15 Jan 1883, Siret; arr. New York from Hamburg May 1899; son of
Jacob W. Brecher and Bessie Rosenblatt; m. Annie Rita Jaffe (Chaya
Rachel bat Shmuel, 1889–1981), Manhattan, 2 Jul 1911; d. 26 Oct 1973,
aged 90; Mount Hebron Cemetery, Queens Confirmed

Max Brecher b. 7 Apr 1872, Siret; a tailor and salesman in New York; son of Jacob
Brecher and Sarah Landau; d. the Bronx, 24 Nov 1920 Confirmed

Josef Brecher (Yosef bar Yaakov
HaKohen)

b. 4 Aug 1874, Siret; a clerk in Vienna; arr. New York July 1921 to join
his nephew Morris Brecher; d. 11 Sep 1951, aged 77; Mount Hebron
Cemetery, Queens; very probably Max’s brother Likely

The stone of Joseph Ira Brecher (Yosef ben Yaakov HaKohen, 1883–1973), born in Siret, and his wife Anna Rita (Chaya Rachel bat
Shmuel, 1889–1981), Mount Hebron Cemetery, Queens. The carved hands mark him as a Kohen.
Confirmed · Source: Find a Grave memorials 77397759 and 77397744, Mount Hebron Cemetery, Flushing, Queens
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Max Brecher’s death certificate, the Bronx, November 1920: a salesman of 50, born
in Austria, son of Jacob Brecher and Sarah Landau.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Health, death certificate no. 7469 (Bronx,
1920), NYC Municipal Archives

Josef Brecher, 47, a clerk born in Sereth and living in Vienna, arrives in New York on the America in July 1921 to join his nephew
Morris Brecher on East 9th Street.
Likely · Source: New York passenger arrival lists (Ellis Island), SS America, July 1921 (FamilySearch)
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P a r t  I V

The Older Brechers

Rădăuți and Siret in Bukovina



The Older Brechers in Bukovina
Eisig Brecher of Rădăuți and the Kohanim of Siret

The Brechers were kohanim, and the records point back from the Maramureș mining towns to Bukovina:
David and Asher were born in Siret  (Sereth),  Freide Frohner’s  father owned a house there,  and Abraham
Brecher’s children were born in Rădăuți (Radautz). The civil registers of Siret and Rădăuți for those years are
not available, but gravestones in both towns, an indexed Rădăuți birth entry and two printed books carry the
line back four generations beyond Meir.

The generation above Eisig

Eisig  Brecher  of  Rădăuți,  very  probably  Meir’s  father,  is  named  on  his  own  stone  as  the  son  of  Reuven
Mordechai HaKohen, and the 1869 birth entry of his son calls Eisig’s parents Ruben Mordko Brecher and
Rifka née Salzberger of Siret. Because the register entry and his own stone agree, Eisig’s parentage is counted as
Confirmed.  In  the  Siret  cemetery  stands  the  stone  of  Reuven Mordechai,  son of  the  late  Yitzchak  Aizik
HaKohen, “son-in-law of the rabbi of this town”, who died on 28 Elul 5628 (15 September 1868); the stone
also names the day as a Sabbath, which fits 28 Elul 5627 (28 September 1867), and both dates are shown. The
surname is joined to him in print: the epitaph that his grandson, the author R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher
HaKohen of Banila, composed for his own father spells out in its verses “Zvi son of Reuven Mordechai Kohen
Brecher”. Likely

Reuven Mordechai’s wife Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger died on 20 Elul 5650 (5 September 1890); her stone
calls her the daughter of the rabbi R’ Yaakov Zeev. He was R’ Yaakov Zeev son of Aryeh, of Stryj, Av Beit Din
of Sereth, who was born about 1764 and died on 15 Iyar 5604 (4 May 1844), “aged eighty”; his wife, the
rebbetzin Leah daughter of Yehuda, died three weeks later, on 26 May 1844. Reuven Mordechai and Rivka’s
son Yaakov Zeev (d. 1886) is called on his stone a “grandson of the rabbi of this town”, and the Banila author
wrote in his introduction to the rabbi’s teachings, Chedvat Yaakov, that he descended from the rabbi through
both his father and his mother. Another son, Avraham Yehuda, died in 1894. Likely

Reuven Mordechai’s father, R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret, is named on his son’s stone (Confirmed as his
father). His own stone has not been found; he probably died before about 1832, when his grandson Eisig was
born  and  given  his  name.  Three  more  of  his  children  very  probably  lie  in  the  Siret  cemetery:  Zvi  Hirsh
HaKohen, praised on his stone as a learned man and carved with the priestly hands, who died on 5 Iyar 5601
(26 April 1841), Chaya Feige, who died on 7 Kislev 5603 (10 November 1842), and Zlate (Zlata), “daughter of
Yitzchak Aizik Katz”, who died on 17 Kislev 5595 (19 December 1834). Likely
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Gravestone of Zlata, daughter of Yitzchak Aizik Katz (a Kohen), who died on 17 Kislev 5595 (19 December 1834), Siret Jewish
cemetery.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret cemetery documentation, stone BC-34

Reuven Mordechai’s son Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, very probably Eisig’s younger brother, was born
about 1841 and died in Jerusalem on 25 Tishrei 5669 (20 October 1908), aged sixty-seven; his wife was Chana
Ruchama. Their son, R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila, is the author whose books appear at
the end of this chapter. Confirmed

The title page of Chedvat Yaakov, printed in Marghita in 1938, describes R’ Yaakov Zeev, the rabbi of Sereth, as
a foremost disciple of R’ Zvi Hirsh of Nadwórna, R’ Yechiel Michel, the Maggid of Złoczów, and R’ Yaakov
Yitzchak, the Seer of Lublin.

The  list  of  teachers  on  the  title  page  and  in  the  opening  pages  (p.  5)  is  family  tradition,  printed  by  his
descendants when the book appeared in 1938. For one of them the Rav’s own words survive: on p. 27 of
Chedvat Yaakov he cites “my teacher”, the Maggid R’ Yechiel Michel of Złoczów (Confirmed). The Maggid of
Nadwórna and the Seer of Lublin rest on the printed family tradition alone.

A year before the book came out, an advertisement in the Czernowitz Yiddish paper  Dos Yudishe Vort (8
October 1937) offered Chedvat Yaakov “by the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev of blessed memory, Av Beit Din of Sereth”,
bound together with novellae on the Talmud “by the author’s grandson, the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev HaKohen”
— the Banila rabbi Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen. It is a second printed witness, independent of the
book’s introduction, that the Brecher kohanim descend from the rabbi of Sereth (Confirmed).
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Advertisement in Dos Yudishe Vort, Czernowitz, 8 October 1937: Chedvat Yaakov, novellae on Genesis by the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev,
Av Beit Din of Sereth, sold together with novellae on the Talmud by “the author’s grandson, the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev HaKohen”;
printed by Moskovits Hermann, Marghita.
Confirmed · Source: Dos Yudishe Vort (Czernowitz), 8 Oct 1937, p. 4; National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press

Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita, 1938), p. 27: the Rav of Sereth refers to the Maggid R’ Michel of Złoczów as “my teacher”.
Confirmed · Source: Chedvat Yaakov, Marghita 1938, p. 27
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Four generations in Siret and Rădăuți

Further kin of the rabbi of Sereth on the Siret stones

Ester Michla Daughter of the rabbi R’ Yaakov Zeev; sister of Rivka; d. 2 Elul 5630 (29
Aug 1870), Siret; her stone praises her care for the poor and the sick;
stone K-52 Confirmed

Yute bat Baruch “Granddaughter of the Rav R’ Yaakov Zeev of Sereth”; d. 26 Tevet 5674
(24 Jan 1914), Siret; her father Baruch was a son or a son-in-law of the
rabbi (Possible); stone K-51 Likely

Source Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery
documentation (2022), stones K-51 and K-52

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of Siret; d. before 1868, probably before c. 1832 Likely

Zvi Hirsh HaKohen, d. 26 Apr 1841 · Chaya Feige, d. 10 Nov 1842 Likely

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher HaKohen, d. 28 Elul 5628 (15 Sep 1868) / 28 Sep 1867,
Siret = Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger, d. 20 Elul 5650 (5 Sep 1890), daughter of R’ Yaakov Zeev ben
Aryeh of Stryj, Av Beit Din of Sereth (d. 4 May 1844), and Leah bat Yehuda (d. 26 May 1844) Likely

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik) Brecher HaKohen, b. Siret, c. 1832; mill tenant at Volovăț 1869; d. 19 Jan
1911, Rădăuți, aged 79 = Lea née Bernstein (bat Binyamin Tzvi), b. Czernowitz, c. 1831; daughter
of Benjamin Hersch Bernstein and Chaje née Frenkel of Buczacz; d. 16 Jan 1916 Likely

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen of Kapnikbánya, b. c. 1851–52 = Freide Frohner 
Likely

Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher, b. 1 Mar 1869, Volovăț, near Rădăuți 
Likely

Abraham Brecher, b. 1864, Rădăuți; of New York = Miriam (Mirjam) Langsner Likely

Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, c. 1841 – 20 Oct 1908, Jerusalem = Chana Ruchama 
Confirmed

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila, b. 1866, d. 1941, Banila; author 
Confirmed

Reuven Mordechai, d. 15 Sep 1917 · Mordechai · a daughter, wife of Aharon 
Confirmed

Yaakov Zeev HaKohen, d. 1886 · Avraham Yehuda HaKohen, d. 1894 Likely
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Two more stones in Siret belong to the rabbi’s family: his daughter Ester Michla, Rivka’s sister, and Yute,
daughter of Baruch, called on her stone his granddaughter.

Zvi Hirsh’s sons, and the Brechers of Safed

Two more stones in the same group as Zvi Hirsh, son of Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen (d. 26 April 1841), carry his
line one step further. Beside his grave lies Reuven, son of the late R’ Zvi HaKohen, an adult who died on 17
January 1845 — very probably Zvi Hirsh’s son (Likely). Close by is the stone of the young man Aizik, son of
Avraham HaKohen, grandson of R’ Zvi HaKohen, who died on 15 Tevet 5602 (28 December 1841). He
carried the name of his great-grandfather Yitzchak Aizik, and his stone gives Zvi Hirsh a son named Avraham
(Likely).

That Avraham is very probably R’ Avraham Brecher of Safed. The 1875 Montefiore census of Safed lists “R’
Avraham Brecher”, born in Sereth, aged 75, who had come to the Holy Land in 1868, with his wife Gela; a
printed family history of the Safed Brechers calls him R’ Avraham son of R’ Zvi Brecher of Sereth and gives his
death in Safed in 1880. Born about 1800, he was old enough to have had a grown son in Siret in 1841. The
Safed family were kohanim from Sereth and Rădăuți, the same two towns as our own line. No single record yet
joins the Safed Avraham to the Siret one, so he is shown here as very likely Zvi Hirsh’s son (Likely), and his
Safed descendants are kept apart from the main tree. In particular, the Zvi Hirsch Brecher of Safed who was
still living in 1912–14 is a different man from our Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, who died in Jerusalem in
1908.

Zvi Hirsh’s line on the Siret stones and in Safed Likely

Zvi Hirsh HaKohen Son of R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen; d. 5 Iyar 5601 (26 Apr 1841), Siret

Reuven HaKohen “Son of the late R’ Zvi HaKohen”; d. 17 Jan 1845, Siret; buried beside
Zvi Hirsh

Avraham HaKohen Son of Zvi; b. Sereth c. 1800; very probably R’ Avraham Brecher, to Safed
1868, in the 1875 census there, d. Safed 1880; wife Gela

Aizik HaKohen Son of Avraham, “grandson of R’ Zvi HaKohen”; d. young, 15 Tevet
5602 (28 Dec 1841), Siret

Sources Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret Jewish cemetery survey;
Montefiore Endowment, 1875 census of Safed (Kolel Austria, household
6877, line 8)

The Brecher Family 115



Gravestone of Reuven, son of the late R’ Zvi HaKohen, died 17
January 1845, Siret; it stands beside the stone of Zvi Hirsh, son
of Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret
Jewish cemetery survey

Gravestone of the young man Aizik, son of Avraham
HaKohen, grandson of R’ Zvi HaKohen, died 15 Tevet 5602
(28 December 1841), Siret.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret
Jewish cemetery survey, grave I-29-1

The 1875 Montefiore census of Safed: “R’ Avraham Brecher”, born in Sereth, aged 75, came in 1868, with his wife Gela.
Likely · Source: Montefiore Endowment, Montefiore Censuses, 1875, Safed, Kolel Austria, household 6877, line 8
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Gravestone of Reuven Mordechai, son of the late Yitzchak
Aizik HaKohen, son-in-law of the rabbi of Siret, who died on
28 Elul 5628 (15 September 1868); the stone also names the
day as a Sabbath, which fits 28 Elul 5627 (28 September
1867). Siret Jewish cemetery.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret
Jewish cemetery documentation (2022), stone G-35

Gravestone of Rivka (Ruvtse), daughter of the rabbi R’ Yaakov
Zeev, an aged woman, who died on 20 Elul 5650 (5 September
1890). Siret.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret
Jewish cemetery documentation (2022), stone BC-17

Gravestone of Ester Michla, daughter of Rabbi Yaakov Zeev,
Rabbi of Siret, and sister of Rivka, who died on 2 Elul 5630
(29 August 1870); the inscription praises her care for the poor
and the sick. The stone is badly weathered; the reading is that
of the cemetery survey.
Confirmed · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization,
Siret Jewish cemetery documentation (2022), stone K-52

Gravestone of Zvi Hirsh, son of Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen, died
5 Iyar 5601 (26 April 1841), Siret. The carving shows the
priestly hands.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret
Jewish cemetery documentation (2022), stone I-28
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Gravestone of Chaya Feige, daughter of Yitzchak Aizik
HaKohen, died 7 Kislev 5603 (10 November 1842), Siret.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret
Jewish cemetery documentation (2022), stone BC-5

Gravestone of Yaakov Zeev, son of Reuven Mordechai
HaKohen, “grandson of the rabbi of this town”, died 6 Nisan
5646 (11 April 1886), Siret.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret
Jewish cemetery documentation (2022), stone N-27

Gravestone of Avraham Yehuda, son of Reuven Mordechai
HaKohen, died 22 Av 5654 (24 August 1894), Siret.
Likely · Source: Jewish Galicia and Bukovina Organization, Siret
Jewish cemetery documentation (2022), stone A-12

The rabbi R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj, Av Beit Din of
Sereth, died 15 Iyar 5604 (4 May 1844). Siret, stone I-33.
Likely · Source: Siret Jewish cemetery survey (Jewish Galicia and
Bukovina); family collection
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Rebbetzin Leah, daughter of Yehuda, wife of the rabbi of the town, died on the
second day of Shavuot 5604 (26 May 1844). Siret, stone K-48.
Likely · Source: Siret Jewish cemetery survey (Jewish Galicia and Bukovina); family
collection

Epitaph composed by Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher for his father, printed in his book Sefer HaAdam. The first letters of the verses spell
“Zvi son of Reuven Mordechai Kohen Brecher”; the note below records his death in Jerusalem on 25 Tishrei 5669 (20 October
1908), aged sixty-seven.
Confirmed · Source: Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Sefer HaAdam, p. 59 (HebrewBooks.org no. 26795)
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Title page of Chedvat Yaakov, the Torah thoughts of Rabbi Yaakov Zeev, Rabbi of Siret (Sereth), described as a foremost disciple of
Rabbi Zvi Hirsh of Nadwórna, Rabbi Yechiel Michel of Złoczów and Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak of Lublin; published together with
Kav HaChen HaMeruach by his descendant Yaakov Zeev HaKohen Brecher of Banila. Marghita, 1938.
Confirmed · Source: Chedvat Yaakov / Kav HaChen HaMeruach (Marghita: Moskovits Herman, 5698 [1938]), title page — HebrewBooks.org
no. 32333; year from Be’er BaSadeh (Dirshu), Chayei Sarah 5782, p. 8

From the introduction to Chedvat Yaakov, the sermons of Rabbi Yaakov Zeev son of Aryeh, Rabbi of Siret (died 1844), published by
his great-grandson Yaakov Zeev son of Zvi Brecher, who describes himself as “the son of the son of his daughter” and names his
father Zvi and his mother Chana Ruchama.
Likely · Source: Chedvat Yaakov (Marghita), introduction, p. 6 (HebrewBooks.org no. 32333)
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Eisig and Lea in Rădăuți

In the Jewish cemetery of Rădăuți stands the stone of Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik) Brecher HaKohen, son of Reuven
Mordechai, who died on 19 January 1911 aged 79, and near it the stone of Lea Brecher, daughter of Binyamin
Tzvi, wife of Eisig, who died on 16 January 1916 aged 85. Eisig is very probably Meir’s father; no single record
yet names them together.

The civil registers of Rădăuți, indexed name by name, add the outline of Eisig’s family. A son, Riwen Mordche
(Reuven  Mordechai),  was  born  on  1  March  1869  at  Volovăț,  beside  Rădăuți,  to  Eisig  Brecher  and  Lea
Bernstein — six months after Reuven Mordechai HaKohen died in Siret, and bearing his name. The entry
names both sets of grandparents (below); Eisig, born in Siret, was then a mill tenant at Volovăț, and Lea had
been born in Czernowitz. Eisig Leib Brecher and Lea Bernstein re-registered their marriage before the civil
authorities of Rădăuți on 15 March 1890. The same registers record both deaths, on the dates their stones give.
Another son, Abraham, was born in Rădăuți in 1864; he married Mirjam Langsner of Mihăileni, and their
children Regina (25 December 1891), Chaje (6 April 1893) and Mordke (11 June 1897) were born in Rădăuți,
at house no. 1052. He is very probably the Abraham Brecher, husband of Miriam Langsner, who settled in
New York (see the chapter on Markus and Abraham Brecher). Likely

The stone of Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik) Brecher HaKohen, son of
Reuven Mordechai, who died 19 January 1911 aged 79.
Rădăuți Jewish cemetery, plot 23, row 7.
Likely · Source: JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry
(JOWBR), Rădăuți

The stone of Lea Brecher, daughter of Binyamin Tzvi, wife of
Eisig, who died 16 January 1916 aged 85. Rădăuți, plot 23,
row 9.
Likely · Source: JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry
(JOWBR), Rădăuți
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The 1869 birth entry at Volovăț Likely

Child Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher, born 1 March 1869,
Volovăț

Father Eisig (Eisig Leib) Brecher, born in Siret; mill tenant

Father’s parents Ruben Mordko Brecher and Rifka née Salzberger, of Siret

Mother Lea née Bernstein, born in Czernowitz

Mother’s parents Benjamin Hersch Bernstein and Chaje née Frenkel, of Buczacz

Note Birth legitimized by the parents’ civil marriage, Rădăuți, 15 March 1890

Source Bukovina births index (JewishGen Romania Database), from the
Rădăuți Jewish civil registers, births vol. 1, p. 38

Lea’s own parents were  Binyamin Tzvi (Benjamin Hersch) Bernstein and Chaje née Frenkel, recorded as
living in Buczacz, in Galicia, when their grandson was registered in 1869. Lea’s stone in Rădăuți names her
father as Binyamin Tzvi, which agrees with the register (Likely). Lea’s son Abraham named his first son Hersch
(Binyamin Tzvi), born in October 1888, and a daughter Chaje, born in April 1893; as children were named
only for relatives who had died, Binyamin Tzvi had very probably died before October 1888 and Chaje before
April 1893 (Likely). Their graves and parents are not known; no death record of the right age has been found
for either of them in Czernowitz or Rădăuți.

Riwen Mordche Brecher of Gura Humorului

Eisig and Lea’s  son Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai),  born at Volovăț in 1869, settled in the Humor
valley. On 17 March 1895 at Gura Humorului he married Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty) Knobler, aged 24, born in
Buczacz in Galicia, the daughter of Israel Feiwisch (Srul) Knobler, a merchant of Gura Humorului, and Sure
Judith (Sara Judit) née Frenkel. Riwen kept a tavern and by 1900 is described as an appointed official. Their
children were registered at Mănăstirea Humorului and Gura Humorului.
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Riwen Mordche Brecher and Chana Itte Knobler Confirmed

Husband Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher, b. 1 Mar 1869, Volovăț;
son of Eisig (Isak) Brecher and Lea née Bernstein; d. 1942

Wife Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty, Jutte) née Knobler, b. c. 1871 (1873 in the
memorial book), Buczacz; d. 1941

Marriage 17 Mar 1895, Gura Humorului

Wife’s parents Israel Feiwisch (Srul) Knobler, b. c. 1841, Buczacz, son of Moses and
Chaje Knobler; and Sure Judith née Frenkel, b. c. 1845, Buczacz (her
parents Leibisch and Lea Frenkel of Buczacz Likely)

Children Rivka, b. c. Oct 1892, d. 9 Apr 1900, Gura Humorului · Jakob Leib, b.
15 Sep 1895 · Moische, b. c. Jul 1896, d. 27 Oct 1896 (Likely) · Rebeka,
b. 26 Sep 1899 · Clara, b. 23 Dec 1900 — all at Mănăstirea Humorului or
Gura Humorului

Later years The memorial book of Gura Humorului lists “Reuven Mordechai
Brecher son of Isak, 1870–1942” and “Hava-Jetty née Knobler, daughter
of Israel, 1873–1941”

Sources Bukovina civil registers of Gura Humorului, births, marriages and
deaths, indexed in the JewishGen Romania Database; Gura Humorului
memorial book, list of the dead

Gura Humorului about 1910: the market square, with Mănăstirea Humorului (Kloster Humora) beyond — the town where
Riwen Mordche Brecher and Chana Itte Knobler married in 1895 and raised their children.
Source: Gura Humorului memorial book
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Rădăuți and Siret

The town hall of Rădăuți (Radautz), photographed in September 1917.
Source: K.u.k. Kriegspressequartier, Lichtbildstelle Wien / Austrian National Library, Bildarchiv Austria (BildID 15666203), via Wikimedia
Commons

The Jewish cemetery of Rădăuți in winter; the stones of Eisig and Lea Brecher stand here.
Source: Photograph by Aviad2001, 2018, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

The Brecher Family 124



The Great Synagogue of Rădăuți, opened in 1883 while Eisig Brecher lived in the town, as it stands today.
Source: Photograph by O. Denysenko, 2017, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

The Great Synagogue of Siret (Sereth), built about 1840, as it stood in 2009.
Source: Photograph by Cezar Suceveanu, 2009, CC BY 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Brechers of Siret and Rădăuți in the Czernowitz press

Hugo Gold’s history of the Jews of Bukovina names Brecher among the established families in the list of Siret’s
citizens for 1840. The newspapers of Czernowitz, digitized by the Austrian National Library, show Brechers of
Siret and Rădăuți through the following decades: Juda Brecher of Siret, a lessee of the state mills at Rădăuți in
1869; Chaim Joel Brecher, innkeeper at the Siret bridge in 1897 and later a merchant and liquor-licence lessee;
Josef Brecher, a lawyer of Siret; Nora Brecher of Rădăuți, a translator; and Pepi Rudich née Brecher, who died
in Rădăuți in 1906 aged 72. Their exact relationship to Eisig is not stated in any record found, and they are
shown as possible kin.

Notice of the state stud-farm administration at Rădăuți, June
1869: the mills formerly leased by Eisig Grabscheid of
Rădăuți and Juda Brecher of Siret are offered for a new lease.
Possible · Source: Czernowitzer Zeitung, 13 June 1869, p. 1 —
Austrian National Library, ANNO

June 1897: Chaim Joel Brecher and his wife, keepers of the inn
at the Siret bridge on the Tereblești side, welcome a school
excursion from Czernowitz.
Possible · Source: Bukowinaer Rundschau, 2 June 1897, p. 2 —
Austrian National Library, ANNO
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The committee of the Jewish prayer-house society of Neu-
Fratautz, near Rădăuți, in 1904, with Chaim Brecher among
its members; he served on it again in 1905, 1908 and 1913.
Possible · Source: Czernowitzer Tagblatt, 7 September 1904, p. 4
— Austrian National Library, ANNO

Court notice of July 1905: an auction held at the suit of Chaim
Joel Brecher, merchant in Siret (Sereth).
Possible · Source: Czernowitzer Zeitung, 28 July 1905, p. 5 —
Austrian National Library, ANNO

Notice of the death of Pepi Rudich, born Brecher, wife of Michel Rudich, at Rădăuți on 17 April 1906, aged 72 — a Brecher
woman of Eisig’s generation in the same town, perhaps his sister.
Possible · Source: Bukowinaer Post (Czernowitz), 24 April 1906, p. 3 — Austrian National Library, ANNO
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Entry in the commercial register, August 1907: the firm of
Chaim Joel Brecher of Kamenka, near Siret, holder of a
liquor-licence lease (propination). The firm was closed in
September 1909.
Possible · Source: Czernowitzer Zeitung, 20 August 1907, p. 5 —
Austrian National Library, ANNO

Josef Brecher of Siret — a law student in 1903–06 and a
lawyer’s clerk in 1910 — listed in March 1911 as “Dr. J.
Brecher”, alternate delegate for Siret.
Possible · Source: Czernowitzer Allgemeine Zeitung, 11 March
1911, p. 3 — Austrian National Library, ANNO

Notice of the district court of Siret (Sereth), April 1912,
naming Fischel Brecher, Aron Leib Brecher and Eisig Brecher
as parties to an old entry in the Siret land register.
Possible · Source: Czernowitzer Zeitung, 26 April 1912, p. 6 —
Austrian National Library, ANNO

A story by Mihail Sadoveanu, “authorised translation from
the Romanian by Nora Brecher (Radautz)”, February 1913.
Possible · Source: Czernowitzer Allgemeine Zeitung, 2 February
1913, p. 12 — Austrian National Library, ANNO
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One of these Brechers can be placed. A double stone in the Jewish cemetery of Rădăuți (plot 2, row 9) stands
for  Chaim  Yoel  Brecher  HaKohen,  son  of  Avraham  Yehuda  HaKohen,  who  died  in  Cheshvan  5702
(October–November 1941), and his wife  Chana, daughter of Yitzchak,  who died in Elul 5701 (August–
September 1941). The rare name Avraham Yehuda HaKohen points to Reuven Mordechai’s son of that name,
who died in Siret in 1894; this makes Chaim Yoel very probably a grandson of Reuven Mordechai and a first
cousin of Meir. The Chaim Joel Brecher of the press notices above — the innkeeper at the Siret bridge in 1897,
the Siret merchant of 1905 and the Kamenka firm of 1907 — is very probably the same man.

The double stone of Chaim Yoel Brecher HaKohen, son of Avraham Yehuda
HaKohen (d. Cheshvan 5702, 1941), and his wife Chana, daughter of Yitzchak (d.
Elul 5701, 1941). Jewish cemetery of Rădăuți, plot 2, row 9.
Likely · Source: JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR), Rădăuți Jewish
cemetery

The Banila branch: Rabbi Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher

The Siret family of Reuven Mordechai HaKohen continued in print through his grandson Rabbi Yaakov Zeev
Wolf (Jacob Wolf) Brecher HaKohen of Banila on the Siret, son of Zvi and Chana Ruchama, born in Banila in
1866. He was a student of Rabbi Pinchas Moshe Burstein, Av Beit Din of Sereth from 1881 until his death in
November 1905, whose installation sermon he later printed. His books include Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg,
1902); Shiloh, two sermons in honour of Theodor Herzl and Nahum Sokolow (first printed in Lemberg in
1903, reprinted in Czernowitz in 1924); Sefer HaAdam, a book of moral verse that also prints the epitaph he
wrote for his father; Katuv Yosher (Czernowitz, 1925); Parperaot LaMikraot (Marghita, about 1930); Chedvat
Yaakov with Kav HaChen HaMeruach (Marghita, 1938), the teachings of his ancestor the rabbi of Sereth; and
Kiyor Me’even Dar, issued after his death by one of his children. He died in Banila in 1941. Confirmed

One more book of his survives: Pshuto shel Mikra, printed in Marghita in 5703 (1942–43), a copy of which
carries his own stamp, “Jacob W. Brecher, Banila”. In 1936 the Czernowitz Yiddish paper Dos Yidishe Vort
twice names R’ Yaakov Brecher of Banila among the town’s supporters of the paper.
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Title page of Pshuto shel Mikra, on the Torah, Prophets and Writings, by Rabbi
Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher of Banila, printed by Moskovits Hermann in Marghita,
dated 5703 (1942–43). The title page lists his earlier books: Refuot HaTe’ala u-
Tzori HaDe’aga, Katuv Yosher, Shiloh, Ohalim, HaAdam and others. A book not
found in the library catalogues.
Confirmed · Source: Tzolman’s auction house, sale 63, 16 Jul 2023, lot 18

The author’s own rubber stamp in the margin of the same copy: “JACOB W. BRECHER, Banila p/S. (Bucovina)”.
Confirmed · Source: Tzolman’s auction house, sale 63, 16 Jul 2023, lot 18
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Dos Yidishe Vort (Czernowitz), 7 Feb 1936, p. 4: in the paper’s “Press Ring”, the rabbi of Banila, R’ Mordechai Aryeh HaLevi
Horowitz, names R’ Yaakov Brecher first among the men of Banila.
Likely · Source: Dos Yidishe Vort, Czernowitz, 1936

Dos Yidishe Vort (Czernowitz), 20 Mar 1936, p. 4: “R’ Yaakov Brecher (Banila)” answers the rabbi of Banila with a gift of 25 lei
for the paper and calls on R’ Y. H. Brecher of Fălticeni to follow.
Likely · Source: Dos Yidishe Vort, Czernowitz, 1936

Katuv Yosher opens with his own account of the war years. On 17 Sivan 5676 (18 June 1916), as the front drew
near, he left Banila with eleven wagons, one of them for his son-in-law Aharon and his household, and spent
the following years in Transylvania; by 1929 he was preaching in Banila again. In the same book he names his
children:  his  son  Reuven  Mordechai,  a  gymnasium  teacher  and  officer,  who  died  on  28  Elul  5677  (15
September 1917) and carried the name of the Siret ancestor; a son, Mordechai; and a married daughter, the
wife of Aharon, whose names beyond these are not given. Confirmed

Title page of Refuot HaTugah u-Tzori HaDe’agah, published by Jakob W. (Yaakov Zeev) Brecher, Lemberg (Lviv), 1902.
Likely · Source: Yaakov Zeev Brecher, Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg, 1902) — HebrewBooks.org no. 35017
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From Shiloh (first printed in Lemberg, 1903; reprinted in Czernowitz, 1924), sermons preached in Mihăileni and signed “Yaakov
Zeev Brecher”, author of Refuot HaTugah and other works; the title is the numerical value of “Yaakov Zeev ben Zvi”.
Likely · Source: Yaakov Zeev Brecher, Shiloh — HebrewBooks.org no. 35162
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Title page of Sefer HaAdam, a book of moral verse by Jacob
Wolf (Yaakov Zeev) Brecher of Banila on the Siret, with the
German line “Verfasser Jacob Wolf Brecher in Banila”. The
book also prints the epitaph he composed for his father Zvi
(1908).
Confirmed · Source: Sefer HaAdam (n.d., after 1908), title page —
HebrewBooks.org no. 26795

Inner title page and imprint of Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet by
Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, printed in Czernowitz in 5685
(1925).
Confirmed · Source: Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher
Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925]) — HebrewBooks.org no.
7511, scan p. 4

Opening of the memoir in Katuv Yosher: on 17 Sivan 5676 (18 June 1916) the author left Banila with eleven wagons, one of them
for his son-in-law Aharon and his family.
Confirmed · Source: Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925]) — HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, scan p. 9
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From Katuv Yosher: the passage in which the author records the death of his son Reuven Mordechai, officer and gymnasium teacher,
on 28 Elul 5677 (15 September 1917), and names his son Mordechai.
Confirmed · Source: Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher, Katuv Yosher Divrei Emet (Czernowitz, 5685 [1925]) — HebrewBooks.org no. 7511, p. 12
(scan p. 15)

Title page of Parperaot LaMikraot by the same author, listing his earlier books; printed by Moskovits Hermann, Marghita,
Romania, about 1930.
Likely · Source: Yaakov Zeev Brecher, Parperaot LaMikraot (Marghita, c. 1930) — HebrewBooks.org no. 34644
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Title page of Kiyor Me’even Dar, written by Rabbi Yaakov Zeev Brecher in memory of his son Reuven Mordechai, who died on 28
Elul 5677 (15 September 1917). The son carried the name of the family’s Siret ancestor, Reuven Mordechai HaKohen.
Likely · Source: Yaakov Zeev Brecher, Kiyor Me’even Dar — HebrewBooks.org no. 32768
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P a r t  V

Wahrsager and Unger

Anne’s family — Chyrów and Dobromil in Galicia, Germany, New
York and Florida



Elias Wahrsager and Malka Unger
Chyrów, Dobromil, Berlin and the Bronx

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager was born on 23 May 1880 in Chyrów, in Austrian Galicia — his draft card of 1942
and his Social Security claim give 23 May 1879 — a son of HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener of Chyrów,
whose name is on Elias’s gravestone (Confirmed). His wife Malka (Mollie) Unger was born on 2 March 1880 in
Dobromil, a few miles away; her father was Aryeh Leib — in full, Yehuda Aryeh — Unger. Their eldest child,
Sabina (Sara), was probably born on 1 September 1906 in Dobromil: her Social Security record, which carries
both her names, gives that date, and the ship’s list of 1927 makes her twenty and born in Dobromil (Likely).
Her husband’s declaration of 1934 gives 1 May 1908 in Berlin, but no Berlin birth of hers is indexed, and her
sister Röschen was born in Berlin on 29 April 1908. Kallmann (Charles) was born in Berlin on 30 September
1909 and Anne on 1 November 1914.

Elias’s name appears in the Berlin address books every year from 1909 to 1919, except 1911, at Saarbrücker
Straße 33 in the north of the city — in the second rear building, second floor — as a leather worker, in 1916–
17 as a cardboard-box worker and in 1918 as a trader.

Elias and Malka Wahrsager and their children

Earlier Wahrsagers and Ohers of Chyrów

An earlier Elias Wahrsager of Chyrów — Jacob Lische (Yaakov Elisha), a merchant — and his wife Chana Pessel
née Oher (c. 1812–1898) were very probably the grandparents of Elias Wahrsager born in 1880, through his
mother, a Wahrsager: he bore his grandfather’s name, and Anne’s Hebrew name, Chana Pessel, is her great-
grandmother’s Likely . Their daughter Hinde Glasberg née Wahrsager, born about 1842, died at Drohobycz
on 20 March 1905; when her son Jacob Elische was born there in 1882, his birth entry named her father as “the

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen, b. 23 May 1880, Chyrów; son of Gavriel HaKohen; d. 11 Dec 1954, Bronx
= Malka (Mollie) Unger, b. 2 Mar 1880, Dobromil; daughter of Yehuda Aryeh (Leib) Unger; d. 3 Tammuz
5723 = 25 Jun 1963

Sabina (Sara), b. 1 Sep 1906, probably Dobromil (1 May 1908, Berlin, in her husband’s 1934 declaration);
d. Apr 1988, the Bronx = (14 Dec 1929) Paul Schiff, b. 10 May 1899/1900, Galicia; d. 18/19 Sep 1989,
Bronx. Daughters: Rita, Arlene Likely

Kallmann (Charles), b. 30 Sep 1909, Berlin; furrier, Bronx; d. 20 Mar 1996, Riverdale, Bronx = Ruth née
Seltzer (d. 16 Mar 2012 Likely). Children: Stewart, Frances Marsha

Anne (Chana Pessel), b. 1 Nov 1914, Berlin (1913, Germany, in her father’s petition); d. 23 Jan 1997 =
Alex (Shimshon) Brecher
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late merchant Jacob Lische Wahrsager” and her mother Chane as living in Chyrów. So Lische had died before
January 1882 Confirmed . Hinde’s children were Chaja Lea (c. 1867–1934), Machle (b. 1877), Keile Sara
(1879–80) and Jacob Elische (1882–90). Between about 1880 and 1882 several boys in Wahrsager-descended
families were named Elisha or Jacob Elisha, among them Elias (born in May 1880) and Hinde’s son Jacob
Elische (1882). As a child was named after a relative who had died, this suggests that Jacob Lische Wahrsager
died  about  1878–80,  and  that  Elias  was  probably  his  grandson  through  his  mother  (Likely,  from  family
naming).

Chana Pessel was the daughter of Hersch (Tzvi) Oher, timber merchant of Chyrów, and his wife Chaja, as her
death entry  of  1898 records;  in  the  1853 property  survey  of  Chyrów,  Hersch Oher  held  house  no.  29,  a
dwelling with a workshop that he had inherited, and an earlier Elias (Lische) Wahrsager held house no. 207.
The same 1853 survey lists a Jankel Gottesdiener holding houses 36 and 37, a dwelling and a workshop, as an
established resident of Chyrów; whether he was related to R’ Gavriel Gottesdiener is not known. Source: All
Galicia Database (Gesher Galicia), Chyrów Property Owners 1853 (Central State Historical Archives, Lviv,
fond 186, opis 2, sprava 587) and Chyrów Tabula Register 1803–1855. Likely

Chyrów on the Austrian cadastral survey of 1853. House no. 207 in the town centre belonged to an earlier Elias (Lische) Wahrsager,
not Anne’s father, a generation or two before the Elias Wahrsager born in Chyrów in 1880.
Possible · Source: Cadastral map of Chyrów, 1853, Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine in Lviv, fond 186 (Gesher Galicia Maps Project)
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The death of Chane Pessel Wahrsager, née Oher, widow of Elisha (Lisch) Wahrsager, a merchant of Chyrów, recorded at Drohobycz
on 7 January 1898 at the age of 86. The names Elisha and Chana Pesel return in the next generations as Elias Wahrsager and his
daughter Anne (Chana Pesel).
Possible · Source: Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, deaths 1898, Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych, Warsaw, fond 300 (JRI-Poland)

The death of Hinde Glasberg, née Wahrsager, recorded at Drohobycz on 20 March 1905 at the age of 63. The register names her
parents as Lische (Elisha) and Chana Wahrsager of Chyrów — the same couple as Chane Pessel Wahrsager. Her place in the family
of Elias Wahrsager is possible but not established.
Confirmed · Source: Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, deaths 1905, p. 16 no. 80, Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych, Warsaw, fond 300, album
2400 (JRI-Poland)

Birth of Jacob Elische Glasberg, Drohobycz, 1882: his mother Hinde is entered as the daughter of “the late merchant Jacob Lische
Wahrsager” and of Chane, living in Chyrów.
Confirmed · Source: Jewish civil registers of Drohobycz, births 1882 (JRI-Poland)
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The wooden synagogue of Chyrów, the town of Elias
Wahrsager’s birth.
Source: Unknown photographer, public domain, via Wikimedia
Commons

The synagogue of Dobromil, the town of Malka Unger’s birth,
on a postcard of about 1910.
Source: National Museum in Lviv, public domain, via Wikimedia
Commons

The market square of Dobromil around 1910, with the printing house of Abraham Turk.
Source: Postcard published by Abraham Turk, Dobromil, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Jewish shops on the main street of Dobromil in the 1920s.
Source: Unknown photographer, public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Dobromil, Malka Unger’s birthplace, in Adar I 5689 (February 1929): the leaders of the Agudath Yisrael youth, photographed for
the wedding of their chairman.
Source: Holocaust memorial records, Photo Archive, Jerusalem, 3393/4
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Gavriel Gottesdiener (Katz) of Chyrów, named in the same
family tree as Elias’s father; Elias’s gravestone names his
father as Gavriel HaKohen.
Possible · Source: Family tree photograph (MyHeritage family tree,
copied to Geni.com, 2015)

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager as a young man, cut from a group
photograph. Identification: family tree kept by descendants of
Todres Gottesdiener.
Likely · Source: Family tree photograph (MyHeritage family tree,
copied to Geni.com, 2015)

Sara Mindel Gottesdiener, identified in a descendants’ family
tree as the mother of Elias.
Likely · Source: Family tree photograph (MyHeritage family tree,
copied to Geni.com, 2015)

The Berlin address book for 1909: “Wahrsager, Elias”, leather
worker, Saarbrücker Straße 33, Berlin N 37. He is listed at the
same address every year until 1919.
Confirmed · Source: Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und
Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1909
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The Berlin address book for 1914, the year of Anne’s birth in
Berlin: Elias Wahrsager, leather worker, Saarbrücker Straße
33.
Confirmed · Source: Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und
Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1914

The Berlin address book for 1917: “Wahrsager, Elias,
Kartonnagearbeiter” (cardboard-box worker), Saarbrücker
Straße 33.
Confirmed · Source: Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und
Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1917, p. 3118

The Berlin address book for 1918: Elias Wahrsager, now
“Handelsmann” (tradesman), still at Saarbrücker Straße 33.
Confirmed · Source: Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und
Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1918, p. 3009

The Berlin address book for 1919, the last year in which Elias
Wahrsager appears at Saarbrücker Straße 33.
Confirmed · Source: Berliner Adreßbuch, Zentral- und
Landesbibliothek Berlin, 1919

The Gottesdiener Family of Chyrów

A  family  tree  kept  by  descendants  of  the  Gottesdiener  family  of  Chyrów  records  Elias  as  “Elisha,  Elias
Gottesdiener (Wahrsager)”, with his wife Malka and the children Ann (wife of Alex Brecher), Kalman and
Sabina (wife of Paul Schiff), and names his parents as Gavriel Gottesdiener (Katz) and Mindel; “Katz” is the
Kohen name that Elias’s stone confirms. Possible

The Jewish birth, marriage and death registers of Chyrów itself are not known to survive, so Elias’s own birth
entry, which would name his mother, has not been found.

Elias’s father, Gavriel HaKohen, is named in print as  HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, the Rav of
Chyrów. The words come from the Tel Aviv paper HaBoker of 19 Jun 1941 (and the same report in HaSha’ah
of  18  Jun  1941),  announcing  the  early  death  in  Jerusalem  of  Gavriel’s  son  Dr  Avraham  Ovadia
(Gottesdiener), who was buried on the Mount of Olives. A Polish Jewish weekly of 1932, Tygodnik Żydowski
of Tarnów, had already described Dr Gottesdiener as born in Chyrów, the son of the town’s rabbi, ordained
himself, and later a doctor of the Lwów university and a teacher at the Tachkemoni schools in Białystok and
Warsaw.
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Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener, born in Chyrów about 1876, was most likely Gavriel’s son and a brother of
Elias (Likely). Dr Avraham Ovadia was Gavriel’s son by Feige (Feiga) née Dominitz. His marriage at Sambor
in  1922  (act  no.  10)  records  him  as  Abraham  Dominitz,  properly  Gottesdiener,  then  preparing  for  the
rabbinate,  born  on  27  May  1893  in  Chyrów,  son  of  the  late  Feige  Dominitz,  ritual  wife  of  Gabryel
Gottesdiener of Chyrów  Confirmed .  So Feige had died before 1922, while Gavriel was still  living, and
Avraham was Elias’s half-brother. A family tree kept by descendants of Todres Gottesdiener says more about
her family. Per that tree, her brother Yehuda Leibush Dominitz married Feiga Wahrsager of Chyrów and had
one son, Zvi Natan Nata (Hersz Natan Dominitz, b. Chyrów c.1869, who married Freida Reich in Przemyśl in
1898) Likely .

Marriage of Abraham Dominitz (properly Gottesdiener), Sambor, 1922, act no. 10: born 27 May 1893 in Chyrów, son of the late
Feige Dominitz, ritual wife of Gabryel Gottesdiener.
Confirmed · Source: Sambor civil marriage register, 1922, act no. 10 (Polish State Archives)

In 1911, at about eighteen, Avraham signed a letter from Chyrów printed in the Orthodox paper Machzikei
HaDas as “Avraham Gottesdiener HaKohen” (Likely). He went to the Land of Israel in 1934 and worked in
Jerusalem  as  director  of  the  Jewish  Agency’s  department  for  artisans  and  small  trade;  he  was  one  of  the
founders of the Mizrachi youth movement. He died in Jerusalem on the morning of 23 Sivan 5701 (18 June
1941), and the funeral left his home at 25 Rehov Aza at noon, with eulogies by Chief Rabbi Uziel, Rabbi Meir
Berlin and Rabbi Fishman. The papers, which call him “son of Rabbi Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, the
rabbi of Chyrów”, gave his age as 44 or 45, which would place his birth about 1896–97; his marriage record of
1922 gives 27 May 1893. He is buried on the Mount of Olives, in the Kehillat Yerushalayim section, block ח,
row  1,  grave  14,  and  his  stone  reads:  “the  rabbi,  scholar  and  author  Dr  Avraham  HaKohen  Ovadia
(Gottesdiener), son of HaRav R’ Gavriel HaKohen, dayan of Chyrów (Galicia)” Confirmed .
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The Mount of Olives burial card of Dr Avraham HaKohen Ovadia (Gottesdiener), son of HaRav Gavriel HaKohen, dayan of
Chyrów: died 23 Sivan 5701 (18 June 1941); Kehillat Yerushalayim block, plot ח, row 1, grave 14, with the words of his stone.
Confirmed · Source: Mount of Olives grave register (City of David), card 33138

The death of Dr Avraham Ovadia (Gottesdiener), “son of HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, the Rav of Chyrów”, reported in
HaBoker, Tel Aviv, 19 Jun 1941.
Confirmed · Source: HaBoker, 19 Jun 1941 (National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press)

Obituary of Dr Avraham Ovadia in HaOlam, 1941, naming his father Gavriel, rabbinic judge of Chyrów.
Confirmed · Source: HaOlam, 1941 (National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish Press)
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A letter from Chyrów signed “Avraham Gottesdiener HaKohen”, printed in
Machzikei HaDas in 1911.
Likely · Source: Machzikei HaDas, 1911 — National Library of Israel, Historical Jewish
Press

Todres made wallets and leather cases. He lived in Kraków from about 1900 and in Vienna from 1909. His wife
was Feige (Friga, Franja) née Kleinmann of Radomyśl, daughter of Mendel and Chaja Kleinmann; their civil
marriage  was  registered in  Vienna on 6  Sep 1914.  Their  sons  Emanuel  and Meilech (Emil)  were  born in
Kraków, and the Kraków birth entries name Todres as “of Suszyca, district of Stare Miasto”, the villages beside
Chyrów. Feige died in Vienna on 23 Apr 1931, aged 54, at Rembrandtstraße 24. Todres died in Vienna on 30
Oct 1941, aged 65, and was buried on 4 Nov 1941. An older family account gives his  death as 1940; the
cemetery register gives 30 Oct 1941.

Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener

Born c. 1876, Chyrów (from age 65 at death)

Father HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, Rav of Chyrów (Likely)

Trade maker of wallets and cases, Kraków, then Vienna

Wife Feige (Friga) née Kleinmann of Radomyśl, d. 23 Apr 1931, Vienna, aged
54

Her grave Vienna Zentralfriedhof, Gate IV, group 16c, row 4, grave 19

Sons Emanuel, b. 19 Jul 1900, Kraków; Meilech (Emil), b. 1902, Kraków

Died 30 Oct 1941, Vienna, aged 65; buried 4 Nov 1941

His grave Vienna Zentralfriedhof, Gate IV, group 21, row 38, grave 55
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Birth of Emanuel, son of Todres Gottesdiener “of Suszyca, district of Stare Miasto, wallet-maker in Kraków” and Feige Kleinman,
Kraków, 19 Jul 1900.
Confirmed · Source: Kraków Jewish birth register 1900, entry 541

Birth of Meilech (Emil), son of Todres Gottesdiener and Feige Kleinman, Kraków, 1902.
Confirmed · Source: Kraków Jewish birth register 1902
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A Gottesdiener Family in Przemyśl

Another family of the name lived in Przemyśl. Pesche (Pesia) Gottesdiener and her husband Naftali Reich, a
merchant, had a son, Jacob Hersch, born there in November 1861 in house no. 241  Confirmed , and a
daughter, Freida, who married into the Dominitz family in Przemyśl in 1898 — the family of Gavriel’s second
wife. How Pesche was related to Gavriel is not known. Possible

Birth of Jacob Hersch, son of Naftal Reich, merchant, and Pesche Gottesdiener, Przemyśl, November 1861 (entry 222, house no.
241).
Confirmed · Source: Przemyśl Jewish birth register, 1861

Malka’s Family

Malka’s sister was very likely Jochwed Unger, born in Dobromil about 1889, daughter of Leib (Leibusz) and
Ryfka Unger of Kniażpol. She married Izak Sauer of Chyrów, son of Majer and Feiga Sauer, at Dobromil on 31
Oct 1920, before Rabbi Abraham Markus Rimalt (Likely).

Marriage of Izak Sauer and Jochwed Unger, daughter of Leib and Ryfka Unger of Kniażpol, Dobromil, 31 Oct 1920.
Likely · Source: Dobromil Jewish marriage register 1915–1940, entry 11 of 1920

In America

Elias went ahead to America. He sailed from Antwerp to Canada on the S.S. Grampian in December 1920,
giving his father, “Gawriel Warsager” of Chyrów, as his nearest relative at home, and crossed into the United
States in January 1921, a leather worker leaving Malka in Europe; in 1922 he declared his intention to become a
citizen, a pocket-book maker at 136 East Broadway, and he was naturalized on 14 March 1927, with Morris
and Abraham Glasser of 1948 Prospect Avenue, the Bronx, as his witnesses. That September Malka sailed from
Southampton on the SS Majestic with Sabina (listed as Sarah, aged 20), Kallmann and Anna, to join him at 48
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Clinton  Street  (Likely).  Anna,  aged  13,  became  an  American  citizen  through  her  father’s  naturalization
(Likely).

The family settled in the Bronx, a few streets from the Brechers. Sabina married Paul Schiff, a decorator from
Galicia,  at  953 Fox Street  on 14 December  1929.  In  1930 Elias,  Malka,  Charles  and Anne were  counted
together in the Bronx; in 1940 Elias, Malka and Charles lived at 1035 Tiffany Street, and in 1942 Elias, then
past sixty, registered for the draft from 1702 Clay Avenue, where he and Malka still lived in 1950. Charles, a
furrier, married Ruth née Seltzer; in 1950 they lived in the Bronx with their son Stewart, and their daughter
was Frances Marsha (1951–1995).

Their  son  Stewart  married  Sandra  Winkler,  and  their  daughter  Frances  married  Mark  Friedlander;  both
marriages are recorded in the New York City marriage licence index.

Charles died on 20 March 1996 in Riverdale, the Bronx, and is buried in Beth Moses Cemetery, in the plot of
the Sinai Fraternal Order; Ruth (28 April 1920 – 16 March 2012) lies in the same society plot. In 1940 Paul
and Sabina Schiff lived on East 172nd Street with their daughters Rita and Arlene; Sabina died in April 1988
and Paul on 18 September 1989 (19 September by his  memorial),  and both are buried in Mount Moriah
Cemetery, Fairview, New Jersey (Likely). Elias died on 17 Kislev 5715 (11 December 1954, in the Bronx) and
Malka on 3 Tammuz 5723 (25 June 1963) in the town of Ramapo, Rockland County, near Monsey, the date
on her gravestone and in the New York State death index. Both are buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, Florida.

The passenger list on which Elias Wahrsager entered the United States from Canada in January 1921: a leather worker, aged 41,
last resident in Chyrów, whose wife Malka remained in Europe.
Confirmed · Source: St. Albans District manifests (NARA M1464), U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch)

Elias Wahrsager’s border-crossing card, St. John, New Brunswick, 27 January 1921: born in Chyrów, Galicia; his wife Malka at
home in Chyrów; bound for his cousin Samuel Alexander at 63 Lewis Street, New York.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. border crossings from Canada, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)
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The second page of Elias Wahrsager’s 1921 border-crossing list (line 11) describes him as 5 ft 2 in tall with brown hair and eyes,
and gives his birthplace as Chyrów, Poland; he was going to a cousin in New York.
Confirmed · Source: Manifests of passengers arriving in the St. Albans, Vermont, District (National Archives M1464), via FamilySearch,
Vermont, St. Albans, Canadian Border Crossings, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9981-Q31K-V

136 East Broadway, Manhattan, about 1940: Elias Wahrsager’s address in 1922.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal
Archives

Elias Wahrsager’s Declaration of Intention, New York, 28 January 1922, with his certificate of arrival: pocket-book maker, aged
41, born 23 May 1880 in Galicia; his wife Mollie then living in Germany.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York, petition file 91265 (FamilySearch, host)
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Elias Wahrsager’s Petition for Naturalization, no. 91265, filed 15 November 1926: his wife Mollie, born 2 March 1880, and their
children.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch, host)

Detail of the 1926 petition: the children’s names, dates and places of birth.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch, host)

The witnesses on Elias Wahrsager’s 1926 petition for naturalization: Morris Glasser, a manufacturer, and Abraham Glasser, a
tailor, both of 1948 Prospect Avenue in the Bronx, who swore they had known him since February 1921.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch, host)
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Elias Wahrsager’s oath of allegiance, admitted to citizenship 14 March 1927, certificate no. 2393822.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch, host)

The White Star liner Majestic leaving Southampton in 1925, two years before Malka Wahrsager and her children crossed on her
to join Elias in New York.
Source: Central News / Agence Rol, Bibliothèque nationale de France (Gallica), public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Malka Wahrsager crossed from Southampton to New York on the Majestic in September 1927 with three of her children, Sarah
(later Sabina), Kallmann (Charles) and Anna (Anne), aged 13. The list gives Dobromil as the birthplace of Malka and Sarah
(Sabina), and Berlin for the two younger children.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger lists (NARA T715), U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch)
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The second page of the 1927 list: Malka and the children were going to Elias Wahrsager at 48 Clinton Street on the Lower East
Side.
Confirmed · Source: New York passenger lists (NARA T715), U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch)

48 Clinton Street, Lower East Side, about 1940: the address to which Malka
Wahrsager and her children came in September 1927.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal
Archives

Certificate and Record of Marriage of Paul Schiff and Sabina Wahrsager, Bronx, 14 December 1929. The bride, born in Berlin, is
the daughter of Elias Wahrsager and “Maly Unger”.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Municipal Archives, historical vital records, Bronx marriages, no. 232 (1930)
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The Wahrsager household in the 1930 census of the Bronx: Elias, his wife Mollie (Malka), and their children Charley (Charles)
and Annie.
Confirmed · Source: 1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, sheet 81A (FamilySearch)

Paul Schiff, 27, and his wife Savina (Sabina), 21, born in Germany, in the 1930 census of the Bronx.
Confirmed · Source: 1930 U.S. Census, Bronx, sheet 2B (FamilySearch)

Paul Schiff, 39, house painter, born in Austria, and his wife Sabina, 31, in the Bronx in the 1940 census.
Confirmed · Source: United States Census, 1940, Bronx, ED 3-566, sheet 11A (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:KQ5J-WN2
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Paul Schiff, from his 1934 declaration of intention, Supreme
Court, Bronx County.
Confirmed · Source: New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court
Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (filed with his petition);
FamilySearch

Paul Schiff’s Declaration of Intention, Bronx, 6 February
1934: born 10 May 1900 in Galicia; married Sabina
Wahrsager on 14 December 1929.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. National Archives, naturalization
records, Southern District of New York (FamilySearch, host)

The certificate of arrival filed with Paul Schiff’s declaration records his landing at New York on 26 December 1927 on the SS
Deutschland, under the name Josef Brawer.
Confirmed · Source: New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (FamilySearch), https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9HN-9RY7
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On the reverse of his petition Paul Schiff signed the oath of allegiance, renouncing allegiance to the Republic of Poland; he became a
citizen of the United States on 24 November 1936.
Confirmed · Source: New York, U.S. District and Circuit Court Naturalization Records, 1824–1991 (FamilySearch), https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9HN-9R44

944 Rogers Place, Bronx, about 1940: the address of Paul and
Sabina Schiff in 1934.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c.
1940, NYC Municipal Archives

994–998 East 172nd Street, Bronx, about 1940: the home of
Paul and Sabina Schiff in the 1940 census.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c.
1940, NYC Municipal Archives

The Brecher Family 156



Elias, Malka (here “Monia”) and their son Charles at 1035 Tiffany Street in the Bronx, 1940 census; Charles was a cutter in the
fur trade.
Confirmed · Source: 1940 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-603, sheet 9A (FamilySearch)

Charles Wahrsager’s draft registration card, 16 October 1940:
1702 Clay Avenue; born 30 September 1909 in Berlin; the
person who will always know his address, his father Elias
Wahrsager.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. World War II draft registration cards,
1940, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

The reverse of Charles Wahrsager’s card describes him as 5 ft 4
in and 150 lb, with brown eyes, black hair and a sallow
complexion.
Confirmed · Source: United States, World War II Draft
Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1940–1947, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C341-DSPY-N
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Elias Wahrsager’s draft registration card, April 1942: 1702
Clay Avenue, Bronx; born in Chyrów, Galicia; signed.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. World War II draft registration cards,
1942, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

The reverse of Elias Wahrsager’s 1942 card describes him as
about 5 ft 1 in tall and 155 lb, with brown eyes and a sallow
complexion.
Confirmed · Source: United States, World War II Draft
Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1942, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-67ZQ-8NG

Paul Schiff’s draft registration card, 15 February 1942: born
10 May 1899 in Poland; contact, his wife Sabina Schiff.
Confirmed · Source: U.S. World War II draft registration cards,
1942, U.S. National Archives (FamilySearch, host)

The reverse of Paul Schiff’s card describes him as 5 ft 9 in and
185 lb, with gray eyes, gray hair and a light complexion.
Confirmed · Source: United States, World War II Draft
Registration Cards (FamilySearch), 1940–1947, https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3WP-DSTC-1
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1702 Clay Avenue, Bronx, about 1940: the Wahrsager home on Elias’s and
Charles’s draft registrations.
Confirmed · Source: NYC Department of Taxes photographs, c. 1940, NYC Municipal
Archives

Charles (Kallmann) Wahrsager’s service card in the New York Guard, 1945; he lived with his parents at 1702 Clay Avenue.
Confirmed · Source: New York State National Guard records, New York State Archives (FamilySearch)
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Elias and Malka Wahrsager at 1702 Clay Avenue in the Bronx, 1950 census; at seventy he was still working in the leather-goods
trade.
Confirmed · Source: 1950 U.S. Census, Bronx, ED 3-131, sheet 74 (FamilySearch)

Charles Wahrsager, 40, born in Germany, with his wife Ruth in the Bronx in the 1950 census.
Confirmed · Source: United States Census, 1950, Bronx (FamilySearch), https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XY3-LYBW

Paul Schiff, 48, a painting contractor, and his wife Sabina, 41, in the 1950 census, the Bronx.
Confirmed · Source: United States Census, 1950, Bronx, New York, ED 3-648, sheet 11 line 30 and sheet 12 line 1, dwelling 131 (FamilySearch
records https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6X5S-W62L and https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6X5S-W62P ; images https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHN-GQHW-M94X-G and https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHK-SQHW-M9WJ-P ).
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P a r t  V I

Resting Places

The gravestones of the family in New York, Florida and Jerusalem



Resting Places
Beth Moses, Beth David, Lakeside Memorial Park and Har HaMenuchot

David Brecher and his sons Eugene and Alex rest side by side in Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon, Long
Island, in the plot of Congregation Yetev Lev D’Satmar — Section 2, Block 18, Row 6: David in Grave 18,
Eugene in Grave 17 and Alex in Grave 16, as the cemetery’s own burial register records; Alex’s son Meir rests in
the same cemetery, in another section. Esther Brecher, her daughter Lucy and son-in-law Paul Friedman, and
Anne’s parents Elias and Malka Wahrsager rest in Lakeside Memorial Park, Florida. Samuel and Rose Eilender
rest in Beth David Cemetery, Elmont, New York. Yehuda Aryeh Brecher is buried on Har HaMenuchot in
Jerusalem, and Freidy’s husband Chaim Shaul Schondorf in Wellwood Cemetery, West Babylon. The stones of
Alex and Anne are reproduced in Part I.

R’ Yosef ben R’ Dovid HaKohen Brecher — Eugene — who
died 15 Cheshvan 5722 (26 October 1961). Beth Moses
Cemetery, West Babylon, New York, beside his father and his
brother Alex.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

Esther Sheindel bat Yaakov Tzvi, wife of R’ Dovid HaKohen
Brecher, who died on the Sabbath of Chayei Sarah, 22
Cheshvan 5741 (1 November 1980). Lakeside Memorial
Park, Florida.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection
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Esther Brecher’s bronze marker, 1887–1980. Lakeside
Memorial Park.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

Shifra Chana bat R’ Dovid HaKohen, wife of Pinchas
Shalom Friedman — Lucy Friedman née Brecher — died 22
December 1984. Lakeside Memorial Park.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

Pinchas Shalom ben Yosef Efraim Friedman — Paul
Friedman, Lucy’s husband — who died on the eve of the
Sabbath, 24 Nisan 5743 (April 1983). Lakeside Memorial
Park.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

Yechiel Mechel ben R’ Dovid HaKohen — Nicholas Brecher —
21 November 1915 to 18 October 2014. He served in the
United States Army from 1942 to 1945.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection
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Elisha son of R’ Gavriel HaKohen Wahrsager — Elias
Wahrsager — died 17 Kislev 5715 (11 December 1954).
Lakeside Memorial Park.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

Malka bat Aryeh Leib, wife of Elisha Wahrsager, died 3
Tammuz 5723 (25 June 1963). Lakeside Memorial Park.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

Malka Wahrsager’s gravestone (detail): 3 Tammuz 5723,
that is 25 June 1963.
Confirmed · Source: Gravestone; New York State death index

Samuel Eilender, husband of Rosa Brecher, 1880–1937. Beth
David Cemetery, Elmont, New York.
Confirmed · Source: Find a Grave, memorial 245798842
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The family row at Lakeside Memorial Park, Florida: Malka Wahrsager, Paul and Lucy Friedman, and Elias Wahrsager.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

R’ Meir ben R’ Shimshon HaKohen Brecher — Meir
(Myron), son of Alex and Anne — who died 9 Tevet 5780 (5/6
January 2020). Beth Moses Cemetery, West Babylon, New
York, Section 2, Block 21, Row 12, Grave 10 (Brotherhood of
America plot).
Confirmed · Source: Family collection

R’ Yehuda Aryeh ben R’ Shimshon HaKohen Brecher, son of
Alex and Anne, died 17 Kislev 5772 (13 December 2011).
Har HaMenuchot, Jerusalem.
Confirmed · Source: Family collection
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The gravestone of Chaim Shaul Schondorf, son of Elazar HaLevi, husband of
Freidy Brecher, who died on Simchat Torah, 23 Tishrei 5771 (1 October 2010).
Wellwood Cemetery, West Babylon, New York.
Confirmed · Source: Find a Grave, memorial 245098163; Wellwood Cemetery records

A printed dedication by her grandson in Likutei Perushei HaRishonim (1981), in memory of his grandmother Esther Sheindel,
daughter of R’ Zvi, of the Brecher family, who died on 22 Cheshvan 5741 (1 November 1980).
Confirmed · Source: Likutei Perushei HaRishonim, 1981, dedication page

Emigrants from Banila and the neighbouring village of Ispas bought their own burial plot on Long Island,
under the name of the First Banilla–Ispaser Bukowiner society. One Brecher lies there: Mae (Mina) Brecher,
daughter of Yeshaya HaKohen, 1903–1989. Where she belongs in the family is not yet known.
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The gate of the plot of the First Banilla–Ispaser Bukowiner
society — the burial society of emigrants from Banila and its
neighbour Ispas — at Wellwood Cemetery, Long Island.
Confirmed · Source: Wellwood Cemetery, West Babylon, New
York (photograph via Find a Grave)

The stone of Mae (Mina) Brecher, daughter of Yeshaya
HaKohen, 25 December 1903 – 8 October 1989, in the
Banilla–Ispaser society plot at Wellwood Cemetery.
Likely · Source: Find a Grave memorial 253499656; Wellwood
Cemetery register, interment W60999
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Descendants of Alex and Anne Brecher
Living relatives are named only

Alex and Anne and their children

Alex and his brothers and sister

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher, 1910/1912–1983 = Anne (Chana Pessel) Wahrsager, 1914–1997

Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher = Faiga Chana

Meir (Myron) Brecher, b. 20 Oct 1940, d. 5/6 Jan 2020

Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) Brecher, d. 13 Dec 2011 = Chedva

Freidy (Frida Dvora) = Chaim Shaul Schondorf, d. 1 Oct 2010

David Brecher, 1881–1955 = Esther (Sheindel) Klein, 1886/87–1980

Jenő (Eugene, Yosef) Brecher, b. 1908, d. 1961 = (1938) Elizabeth Zelig

Shimshon (Alex) Brecher, 1910/1912–1983 = Anne Wahrsager

Ilona (Lucy, Shifra Chana) Brecher, 1912–1984 = (1934) Paul (Pinchas Shalom) Friedman, d. 1983

Miklós (Nicholas, Yechiel Mechel) Brecher, 1915–2014 = Margaret, 1920–2020 (Likely)
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P a r t  V I I

The Family Trees

The basic tree and the extended tree, as large charts. On a screen,
zoom in to read the smaller names.



The Brecher Family
Family Tree of Alex (Shimshon) and Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher

ר׳ שמשון הכהן ומרת חנה פעסל ברעכער ע״ה

Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher   ·    Meir (Myron) Brecher   ·    Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) Brecher   ·    Freidy (Frida Dvora)

D a v i d ’ s  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s

R’ Asher (Uszer) HaKohen Brecher
× Pesel (Pepi) née Kupferman

c. 1876–77 – 1940, of Sighet

Rosa (Róza) Brecher × Samuel
(Shmuel Zanvel) Eilender

c. 1878 – 1948, Brooklyn

Markus (Mátyás) Brecher × Frida
Brecher

b. 18 Feb 1886, Felsőbánya · Likely

Chaim Yehuda (Miksa) Brecher
b. 8 Dec 1887 · Possible

Feige Rachel
b. 5 Jul 1890 · Possible

Jakob
b. 13 Apr 1893 · Possible

David Brecher
b. 20 Jul 1881, Siret

New York, 31 Dec 1928 / 2 Jan 1929
naturalized 25 Jun 1934

d. 3 Mar 1955, Suffern (9 Adar 5715)

Esther (Sheindel) Brecher
née Klein

b. 25 Dec 1886 / 1887, Felsőbánya
d. 1 Nov 1980 (22 Cheshvan 5741), Florida

E s t h e r ’ s  s i s t e r  a n d  b r o t h e r s

Berta (Erzsébet) Klein × Mihály Fogel
c. 1875 – 1907, Felsőbánya · Likely

Samuel (Pinkász) Klein × Józefa (Pepi) née
Szalavitz

b. c. 1877; merchant of Felsőbánya · Likely

Shimon Klein
b. 5 Mar 1890, Felsőbánya · Likely

Malka (Mollie) Wahrsager
née Unger

b. 2 Mar 1880, Dobromil
d. 25 Jun 1963 (3 Tammuz 5723)

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen
b. 23 May 1880, Chyrów

Berlin 1909–19; New York 1921
d. 11 Dec 1954, Bronx (17 Kislev 5715)

23 May 1879 in his draft card and Social Security
claim

Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen
b. c. 1851–52

tavern keeper of Kapnikbánya
in Nagybánya, 1913

Freide (Fani) Brecher
née Frohner

b. c. 1856, Siret
d. 19 Jun 1900, Sighet

M e i r ’ s  b r o t h e r s

Abraham Brecher × Miriam (Mirjam)
Brecher

b. 1864, Rădăuți; New York, 1904 · Likely

Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai)
Brecher × Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty)

Brecher
1 Mar 1869, Volovăț – 1942 · Likely

Jakab Hers (Yaakov Tzvi) Klein
also Herman Klein

grocer and merchant of Felsőbánya
L ikely

×
Johanna (Háni) née Ferencz

d. before Feb 1902
L ikely

HaRav Gavriel HaKohen
Gottesdiener
dayan of Chyrów

d. after 1922, before 1931
L ikely

Yehuda Aryeh (Aryeh Leib)
Unger

named on his daughter’s stone

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig Leib) Brecher
HaKohen

b. c. 1832, Siret
d. 19 Jan 1911, Rădăuți

L ikely
×

Lea Brecher
née Bernstein

b. c. 1831, Czernowitz · d. 16 Jan 1916
L ikely

E i s i g ’ s  b r o t h e r s

Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen × Chana
Ruchama

c. 1841 – 20 Oct 1908, Jerusalem; father of R’ Yaakov
Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila (1866–1941)

Avraham Yehuda HaKohen
d. 24 Aug 1894, Siret · Likely

Yaakov Zeev HaKohen
d. 11 Apr 1886, Siret · Likely

József Frohner
of Siret

×
Reize Frohner

née Korber

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko)
Brecher HaKohen

d. 15 Sep 1868 / 28 Sep 1867, Siret
L ikely

×
Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger

d. 5 Sep 1890, Siret
L ikely

R e u v e n  M o r d e c h a i ’ s  b r o t h e r  a n d
s i s t e r

Zvi Hirsh HaKohen
d. 26 Apr 1841, Siret · Likely

Chaya Feige
d. 10 Nov 1842, Siret · Likely

R i v k a ’ s  s i s t e r

Ester Michla
d. 29 Aug 1870, Siret

Benjamin Hersch (Binyamin Tzvi)
Bernstein
of Buczacz

d. probably before 1888
L ikely

×
Chaje Bernstein

née Frenkel, of Buczacz
d. probably before 1893

L ikely

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of
Siret

named on his son’s gravestone
d. before Sep 1868, Siret

L ikely

R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj
Av Beit Din of Sereth

b. c. 1764 · d. 4 May 1844
L ikely

×
Leah bat Yehuda
d. 26 May 1844, Siret

L ikely

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher
b. 4 Sep 1910, Felsőbánya

d. 19 Sep 1983 (12 Tishrei 5744)
U.S. papers give 11 Jul 1912

Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher
née Wahrsager

b. 1 Nov 1913 / 1 Nov 1914, Berlin
d. 23 Jan 1997 (15 Shevat 5757)

Miklós (Nicholas, “Mickey”)
Brecher

b. 22 Nov 1915, Felsőbánya
U.S. Army, 1942–45

d. 18 Oct 2014
= Margaret, 1920–2020 (Likely)

stone gives 21 Nov 1915

Ilona (Lucy, Shifra Chana) Brecher
b. 11 Jul 1912, Felsőbánya

d. 22 Dec 1984
father’s papers give 4 Sep 1913

×
Paul (Pinchas Shalom) Friedman

b. 9 Nov 1906, Glod / 1905 / 1909
d. Apr 1983 (24 Nisan 5743)

m. Bronx, 27 Jun 1934
another record gives 3 Dec 1983

Jenő (Eugene, Yosef) Brecher
b. 1 Nov 1908, Felsőbánya

d. 26 Oct 1961 (15 Cheshvan 5722)
U.S. papers give 1 Mar 1911

×
Elizabeth née Zelig

Sabina (Sara) Wahrsager
b. 1 May 1908, Berlin

d. Apr 1988, the Bronx
1 Sep 1906 in her Social Security record

L ikely
×

Paul Schiff
also Josef Brawer

b. 10 May 1900 / 1899, Galicia
m. Bronx, 14 Dec 1929

d. 18 / 19 Sep 1989, Bronx

Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager
b. 30 Sep 1909, Berlin

furrier, Bronx
d. 20 Mar 1996, Riverdale, Bronx

Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher
×

Faiga Chana

Meir (Myron) Brecher
b. 20 Oct 1940

d. 5 / 6 Jan 2020 (9 Tevet 5780)
L ikely

Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) Brecher
d. 13 Dec 2011 (17 Kislev 5772)

Har HaMenuchot, Jerusalem
×

Chedva

Freidy (Frida Dvora)
×

Chaim Shaul Schondorf
d. 1 Oct 2010 (23 Tishrei 5771)

m. Bronx
1938

m. Felsőbánya
1906

Alex’s brothers and sister Anne’s sister and brother

Confirmed by the records

Likely — strongly indicated, not fully proven

Possible — identity or link not yet proven

Dates and places as the records give them. Where records disagree, both are shown.
Living members of the family are shown by name only.

Companion chart to the book The Brecher Family.

Cheshvan 5787 · October 2026
P r i v a t e  f a m i l y  c o p y



The Brecher Family
Extended Family Tree

Ancestors and relatives of Alex (Shimshon) and Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher

ר׳ שמשון הכהן ומרת חנה פעסל ברעכער ע״ה

Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher
Meir (Myron) Brecher

Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) Brecher
Freidy (Frida Dvora)

Cheshvan 5787 · October 2026
P r i v a t e  f a m i l y  c o p y



Alex (Shimshon) Brecher
1910 – 1983

Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher
née Wahrsager

1913 / 1914 – 1997

David Brecher
1881 – 1955

Esther (Sheindel)
Brecher
née Klein

1886 / 1887 – 1980

Elias (Elisha)
Wahrsager

1880 – 1954

Malka (Mollie)
Wahrsager

née Unger
1880 – 1963

Meir (Majer)
Brecher
HaKohen

of Kapnikbánya

Freide (Fani)
née Frohner

d. 1900

Jakab Hers (Herman)
Klein

merchant of Felsőbánya
L ikely

HaRav Gavriel
HaKohen

Gottesdiener
dayan of Chyrów

L ikely

Yehuda Aryeh
(Aryeh Leib) Unger
named on Malka’s stone

Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher Meir (Myron) Brecher Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) Brecher Freidy (Frida Dvora)

Brecher ·  pages 3–11 Klein ·  page 13 Wahrsager and Unger ·  page 14

Alex’s brothers and sister ·  page 12

their husbands and wives ·  page 16

Above Meir stand Eisig Brecher HaKohen and Lea née Bernstein (likely his parents; page 6); Eisig’s parents Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher HaKohen and Rivka née Salzberger of Siret; Reuven Mordechai’s father R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen and Rivka’s father (likely)
R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj, Rav of Sereth (page 4); the Banila branch (page 5); and Lea’s parents Benjamin Hersch Bernstein and Chaje Frenkel.

O v e r v i e w

The family at a glance
Alex (Shimshon) and Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher, their parents and grandparents, with the page for each branch
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R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of
Siret

d. before Sep 1868, Siret
L ikely

Zvi Hirsh HaKohen
d. 26 Apr 1841 (5 Iyar 5601), Siret

L ikely

Reuven Mordechai Brecher
HaKohen and Rivka

his family · see page 4

Avraham HaKohen (R’ Avraham
Brecher of Safed)

b. c. 1800, Sereth
d. 1880, Safed

L ikely

Reuven HaKohen
d. 17 Jan 1845, Siret

buried beside Zvi Hirsh
L ikely

Aizik HaKohen
a young man

d. 28 Dec 1841 (15 Tevet 5602), Siret
L ikely

R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj
Av Beit Din of Sereth

b. c. 1764
d. 4 May 1844 (15 Iyar 5604)

L ikely
×

Leah bat Yehuda
d. 26 May 1844 (2nd day of Shavuot 5604), Siret

L ikely

R’ Aryeh of Stryj
father of the Rav of Sereth

d. before 1844

R’ Yehuda
father of Rebbetzin Leah

d. before May 1844

Rivka, Ester Michla and Baruch
their children · see page 4

Reuven HaKohen (d. 1845) is called “son of the late R’ Zvi HaKohen” on his stone and lies beside Zvi Hirsh; Aizik HaKohen (d. 1841) is called “grandson of R’ Zvi HaKohen”. Avraham HaKohen is likely the R’ Avraham Brecher of Safed of the 1875 Montefiore census. R’ Aryeh of
Stryj is named as the Rav’s father in the Chedvat Yaakov (he is not the author of the Ketzot HaChoshen); R’ Yehuda is named as Leah’s father on her stone.

S i r e t  ·  b e f o r e  1 8 4 5

The earliest generations
R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen and his son Zvi Hirsh HaKohen, with Zvi Hirsh’s sons and grandson; and the parents of the Rav of Sereth and of his wife Leah, as the gravestones of Siret and the Chedvat Yaakov name them
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Zvi Hirsh HaKohen
d. 26 Apr 1841 (5 Iyar 5601),

Siret
L ikely

Chaya Feige
d. 10 Nov 1842 (7 Kislev 5603),

Siret
L ikely

Zlate (Zlata)
d. 19 Dec 1834 (17 Kislev 5595),

Siret
L ikely

Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher
HaKohen

d. 15 Sep 1868 (28 Elul 5628), Siret
or 28 Sep 1867

L ikely
×

Rivka (Ruvtse) née Salzberger
d. 5 Sep 1890 (20 Elul 5650), Siret

L ikely

Ester Michla
d. 29 Aug 1870 (2 Elul 5630),

Siret

Baruch
son or son-in-law of the Rav

P ossible

Yute bat Baruch
d. 24 Jan 1914 (26 Tevet 5674),

Siret
L ikely

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen of
Siret

d. before Sep 1868, Siret
L ikely

R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj
Av Beit Din of Sereth

b. c. 1764
d. 4 May 1844 (15 Iyar 5604)

L ikely
×

Leah bat Yehuda
d. 26 May 1844 (2nd day of Shavuot 5604), Siret

L ikely

Avraham Yehuda
HaKohen

d. 24 Aug 1894 (22 Av 5654),
Siret

L ikely

Yaakov Zeev HaKohen
d. 11 Apr 1886 (6 Nisan 5646),

Siret
L ikely

Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen
b. c. 1841

d. 20 Oct 1908 (25 Tishrei 5669), Jerusalem
×

Chana Ruchama
their son: R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of

Banila · page 5
L ikely

Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig Leib)
Brecher HaKohen

c. 1832 – 1911
L ikely

×
Lea née Bernstein

c. 1831 – 1916
their sons: Meir, Riwen Mordche and Abraham · page 6

L ikely
Chaim Yoel (Chaim Joel) Brecher HaKohen

d. Cheshvan 5702 (Oct–Nov 1941)
L ikely

×
Chana Brecher

d. Elul 5701 (Aug–Sep 1941)
L ikely

Benjamin Hersch (Binyamin
Tzvi) Bernstein

of Buczacz
d. probably before 1888

Lea’s parents
L ikely

×
Chaje Bernstein

née Frenkel
of Buczacz

d. probably before 1893
L ikely

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen is named as Reuven Mordechai’s father on his gravestone; the surname Brecher is attested by the epitaph of Reuven Mordechai’s son Zvi. Zvi Hirsh and Chaya Feige are likely his other children. Rivka is likely the daughter of the Rav of Sereth, whose
daughter Ester Michla and granddaughter Yute are named on their stones. Avraham Yehuda and Yaakov Zeev are named “ben Reuven Mordechai” on theirs; Chaim Yoel is likely Avraham Yehuda’s son. The parents of the Rav and of Leah, and Zvi Hirsh’s sons, are on page 3.

S i r e t  ·  t h e  o l d e s t  g e n e r a t i o n s

R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen and the Rav of Sereth
Reuven Mordechai (Ruben Mordko) Brecher HaKohen, son of R’ Yitzchak Aizik HaKohen, and Rivka née Salzberger, daughter of R’ Yaakov Zeev ben Aryeh of Stryj, Rav of Sereth, with their parents, brothers, sisters and children, as the gravestones of Siret

name them
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Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen
b. c. 1841

d. 20 Oct 1908 (25 Tishrei 5669), Jerusalem
×

Chana Ruchama
L ikely

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher
HaKohen of Banila

b. 1866, Banila
d. 1941, Banila

author of Sefer HaAdam, Katuv Yosher and other
books

Reuven Mordechai Brecher
teacher

d. 15 Sep 1917 (28 Elul 5677)

Mordechai Brecher A daughter
×

Aharon

Reuven Mordechai Brecher HaKohen
and Rivka of Siret
Zvi’s parents · see page 4

R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf studied under R’ Pinchas Moshe Burstein, Rav of Sereth. His books include Refuot HaTugah (Lemberg 1902), Shiloh (Lemberg 1903; reprinted Czernowitz 1924), Sefer HaAdam, Katuv Yosher (Czernowitz 1925) and Parperaot LaMikraot. Sefer HaAdam
prints the epitaph of his father Zvi, who died in Jerusalem in 1908. His son Reuven Mordechai, a teacher, died on 28 Elul 5677 (15 September 1917).

B r e c h e r  ·  a  c o u s i n  b r a n c h

The Brechers of Banila
Zvi (Hersch) Brecher HaKohen, a son of Reuven Mordechai and very probably Eisig’s brother, and his son R’ Yaakov Zeev Wolf Brecher HaKohen of Banila, author of Hebrew books printed in Lemberg and Czernowitz
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Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik / Eisig
Leib) Brecher HaKohen

b. c. 1832, Siret
mill tenant at Volovăț, 1869

d. 19 Jan 1911, Rădăuți, aged 79
L ikely

×
Lea Brecher

née Bernstein
b. c. 1831, Czernowitz

d. 16 Jan 1916
L ikely

Meir (Majer) Brecher
HaKohen
b. c. 1851–52

tavern keeper of Kapnikbánya
in Nagybánya, 1913

×
Freide (Fani) Brecher

née Frohner
b. c. 1856, Siret

d. 19 Jun 1900, Sighet

Abraham Brecher
b. 1864, Rădăuți

New York, 1904; naturalized 1911
L ikely

×
Miriam (Mirjam) Brecher

née Langsner
m. Rădăuți, 4 Jul 1892

d. 6 Feb 1944, New York

Riwen Mordche (Reuven
Mordechai) Brecher

b. 1 Mar 1869, Volovăț
son of Eisig and Lea

d. 1942
L ikely

×
Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty) Brecher

née Knobler
b. c. 1871, Buczacz

m. Gura Humorului, 17 Mar 1895
d. 1941

the memorial book gives 1873–1941

Benjamin Hersch (Binyamin Tzvi)
Bernstein
of Buczacz

d. probably before 1888
Lea’s parents

L ikely
×

Chaje Bernstein
née Frenkel
of Buczacz

d. probably before 1893
L ikely

Reuven Mordechai Brecher HaKohen
and Rivka née Salzberger

Eisig’s parents · see page 4 Pepi Rudich née Brecher
d. 17 Apr 1906, Rădăuți, aged 72

P ossible

David, Asher, Rosa and their
brothers and sisters

see page 9

Harry, Regina, Ida, Mordke and
Jakob Wolf

their children · see page 8

Rivka, Jakob Leib, Moische, Rebeka
and Clara

their children, and Chana Itte’s parents · see
page 7

a Brecher of Eisig’s generation in Rădăuți;
perhaps his sister

B u k o v i n a

Eisig and Lea Brecher of Siret and Rădăuți
Eisig (Yitzchak Aizik) Brecher HaKohen and Lea née Bernstein, as the registers of Rădăuți and Volovăț record them, with their sons. The links drawn dashed are likely; those drawn dotted are possible and not yet proven.
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Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai)
Brecher

b. 1 Mar 1869, Volovăț
son of Eisig and Lea

d. 1942
L ikely

×
Chana Itte (Hava-Jetty) Brecher

née Knobler
b. c. 1871, Buczacz

m. Gura Humorului, 17 Mar 1895
d. 1941

the memorial book gives 1873–1941

Rivka Brecher
b. c. Oct 1892

d. 9 Apr 1900, Gura Humorului

Jakob Leib (Leon) Brecher
b. 15 Sep 1895, Mănăstirea Humorului

New York 1921; Baltimore
d. 10 Oct 1988, Baltimore

×
Fanny (Fruma Yetta) Brecher

buried Shaarei Tfiloh, Baltimore

Moische Brecher
b. c. Jul 1896

d. 27 Oct 1896, Gura Humorului
L ikely

Rebeka Brecher
b. 26 Sep 1899, Mănăstirea

Humorului

Clara Brecher
b. 23 Dec 1900, Mănăstirea

Humorului

Israel Feiwisch (Srul) Knobler
b. c. 1841, Buczacz

merchant, Gura Humorului
Chana Itte’s parents

×
Sure Judith (Sara Judit) Knobler

née Frenkel
b. c. 1845, Buczacz

Eisig and Lea Brecher of Rădăuți
Riwen’s parents · see page 6

The children are entered in the registers of Gura Humorului and Mănăstirea Humorului. Rivka died in 1900 and Moische as a baby in 1896. Jakob Leib came to New York from Siret in January 1921 and settled in Baltimore, where he and Fanny are buried.

B u k o v i n a

Riwen Mordche Brecher and Chana Itte Knobler
Riwen Mordche (Reuven Mordechai) Brecher, born at Volovăț in 1869 and likely a son of Eisig and Lea, and Chana Itte née Knobler of Buczacz, married at Gura Humorului in 1895, with her parents and their children
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Abraham Brecher
b. 1864, Rădăuți

New York, 1904; naturalized 1911
L ikely

×
Miriam (Mirjam) Brecher

née Langsner
m. Rădăuți, 4 Jul 1892

d. 6 Feb 1944, New York

Harry (Hersch, Binyamin
Tzvi) Brecher

b. 10 Oct 1888, Mihăileni
New York, 1904

d. 3 Sep 1962, New York
×

Mollie (Malka) Brecher
née Rudich

b. 22 Dec 1892, Bukovina
d. 19 Mar 1980

Regina Brecher
b. 25 Dec 1891, Rădăuți

L ikely

Ida (Chaje) Brecher
b. 6 Apr 1893, Rădăuți

d. 27 Mar 1976
×

Charles B. Schwartz
b. c. 1879, Romania

Mordke Brecher
b. 11 Jun 1897, Rădăuți

L ikely

Jakob Wolf Brecher
b. 30 Aug 1900, Rădăuți
d. 13 Jun 1903, Rădăuți

L ikely

Selig (Asher Zelig) Rudich
b. 15 Feb 1866, Bukovina

New York, 1913
d. 23 Jul 1927, the Bronx

Mollie’s parents
×

Feige (Fagie) Rudich
née Lobel

b. 12 Sep 1866, Bukovina
d. 24 Apr 1944, the Bronx

Eisig and Lea Brecher of Rădăuți
Abraham’s parents · see page 6

Regina, Ida (entered as Chaje), Mordke and Jakob Wolf are in the Rădăuți births index; Harry (Benjamin) came to New York with his father on the Moltke in February 1904; Ida appears with her parents in the New York censuses.

B r e c h e r

Abraham Brecher and Miriam Langsner
Abraham Brecher, born in Rădăuți in 1864 and likely a son of Eisig and Lea (and so a brother of Meir), and Miriam née Langsner; New York from 1904
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Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen
b. c. 1851–52

tavern keeper of Kapnikbánya
in Nagybánya, 1913

×
Freide (Fani) Brecher

née Frohner
b. c. 1856, Siret

d. 19 Jun 1900, Sighet

R’ Asher (Uszer) HaKohen
Brecher

b. Siret, c. 1876–77
of Sighet

d. 31 Oct 1940 (29 Tishrei 5701)
×

Pesel (Pepi) née Kupferman
m. Szurdok, 8 Jul 1902

Freida, Tema, Yitzchak,
Yosef, Farkas, Eliezer,
Chaim Leib, Leah and

David
their children · see page 10

Rosa (Róza) Brecher
b. Kapnikbánya, c. 1878
d. 7 Jul 1948, Brooklyn

×
Samuel (Shmuel Zanvel)

Eilender
b. 8 Jan 1877, Felsővisó
d. Jul 1937, New York

other records give 26 Jan 1877, 28 Dec
1879 and 1880

Alex (Elemér), Joseph and
Frida

their children · see page 11

David Brecher
b. 20 Jul 1881, Siret

New York, 31 Dec 1928 / 2 Jan 1929
naturalized 25 Jun 1934

d. 3 Mar 1955, Suffern (9 Adar 5715)
×

Esther (Sheindel) Brecher
née Klein

b. 25 Dec 1886 / 1887, Felsőbánya
d. 1 Nov 1980 (22 Cheshvan 5741),

Florida

Markus (Mátyás) Brecher
b. 18 Feb 1886, Felsőbánya

wood merchant
L ikely

×
Frida Brecher

née Moskovics
m. Taracköz, 1918

Hugo Chaim Brecher
b. 12 Apr 1921, Felsőbánya

d. 1 Oct 2004, Brooklyn
other records give 12 May 1921,
Baia Sprie / Baia Mare, and 15

May 1921
×

Bertha Brecher

Fana Ruzena Brecher
b. 1925, Királymező

Chaim Yehuda (Miksa)
Brecher

b. 8 Dec 1887
d. probably 10 Feb 1940 (1 Adar I

5700), Satu Mare
P ossible

×
Zali (Szali) née Grunberg

b. c. 1890
d. 17 Oct 1921, Zugó

daughter of Markus Grunberg
and Chaja née Katz

second wife: Pessel, d. 11 May
1941, Satu Mare

L ikely

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n
Frida, Elemér and Izrael
b. Huszt 1913 and 1915; Izrael

c. 1921–1924, Munkács
L ikely

Feige Rachel
b. 5 Jul 1890
P ossible

Jakob
b. 13 Apr 1893

P ossible

József Frohner
of Siret

Freide’s parents
×

Reize Frohner
née Korber

Eisig and Lea Brecher of Rădăuți
Meir’s parents · see page 6

Jenő, Alex, Ilona and Miklós
see page 12

Chaim Yehuda, Feige Rachel and Jakob are Brecher children of the right years in the Nagybánya register whose parents are not yet confirmed. Meir was in Siret in 1877–81 and in Nagybánya by 1887; he was 54 at Kapnikbánya in January 1906.

B r e c h e r

Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner
Meir (Majer) Brecher HaKohen of Kapnikbánya and Freide (Fani) née Frohner, and their children, as the civil records of Maramureș and New York name them
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R’ Asher (Uszer) HaKohen Brecher
b. Siret, c. 1876–77

of Sighet
d. 31 Oct 1940 (29 Tishrei 5701)

×
Pesel (Pepi) née Kupferman

m. Szurdok, 8 Jul 1902

Freida
b. 23 Oct 1904, Szurdok

×
Moses (Moshe)
Wasserstrom

m. Sighet, 15 Jun 1931
L ikely

Tema
b. 20 Aug 1906, Szurdok

×
Mihai (Chaim)

Tabak
b. 22 Jan 1907, Bárdfalu
m. Sighet, 31 May 1934

L ikely

Izsák (Yitzchak)
b. 7 Apr 1909, Szurdok

×
Frimet (Frantiska)

née Kreindler
b. 18 May 1910

m. Tiszabogdány, 24 Jun
1935

L ikely

József (R’ Yosef)
b. 28 Feb 1912, Szurdok

married 1939
×

Ida née Grenstein
L ikely

Farkas
b. 11 Jul 1914,

Szurdok
very probably R’
Nachum Ze’ev,

d. 9 Mar 1983, Bnei
Brak

L ikely

Lázár (Eliezer)
b. 13 Aug 1916,

Felsőbánya
×

Devora

Chaim Leib Leah David Brecher
b. 1923, Strâmtura

L ikely

Moses (Moshe)
Brecher

Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner
Asher’s parents · see page 9

Notes in the margins of the birth acts record the marriages of Freida (1931), Tema (1934) and Yosef (1939); Yitzchak’s marriage in 1935 is known from an index. Chaim Leib, Leah, David (born at Strâmtura in 1923) and Moses (Moshe) were the youngest.

B r e c h e r

R’ Asher Brecher of Sighet
Asher (Uszer) HaKohen Brecher, Meir’s son, and Pesel (Pepi) née Kupferman, with their children as the birth registers of Szurdok (Strâmtura) and Felsőbánya name them
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Rosa (Róza) Brecher
b. Kapnikbánya, c. 1878
d. 7 Jul 1948, Brooklyn

×
Samuel (Shmuel Zanvel) Eilender

b. 8 Jan 1877, Felsővisó
d. Jul 1937, New York

other records give 26 Jan 1877, 28 Dec 1879 and 1880

Alex (Elemér) Eilender
b. 18 Apr 1907, Kapnikbánya

Paterson, N.J., 1950
×

Anne (Chana) Eilender
née Kwiat
b. c. 1911

m. Bronx, 24 Oct 1937
d. 16 Mar 1944 (21 Adar 5704)

Sandra Eilender

Norma Eilender

Joseph H. Eilender
b. 6 Apr 1909, Kapnikbánya
d. 24 Nov 1982, Los Angeles

Frida (Frieda) Geldzahler
née Eilender

b. 6 Apr 1909, Kapnikbánya
d. 17 Mar 2005, Brooklyn

×
Isidor Geldzahler

b. 13 May 1913, Belgium
m. Manhattan, 1953

d. Oct 1985, Brooklyn
L ikely

Pauline Eilender née
Kirschenbaum

b. 8 Sep 1912
d. 18 Sep 2005
his second wife

L ikely

Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner
Rosa’s parents · see page 9

Elia (Eliyahu) Eilender
tailor of Felsővisó
Samuel’s parents

×
Eigye (Agnes) née Katz

“Agnes Rosen” on her son’s death certificate
L ikely

Eszter (Feiga) Eilender
b. Dec 1867, Felsővisó

d. 1868, Felsővisó
L ikely

Feiga Eilender
b. 1870, Felsővisó

L ikely

Devora Eilender
b. 1873, Felsővisó
d. 1876, Felsővisó

L ikely

Samuel’s sisters

Samuel Eilender was born at Felsővisó on 8 January 1877, the son of Elia (Eliyahu) Eilender, a tailor, and Eigye (Agnes) née Katz. Joseph and Frida were twins. Hugo Chaim Brecher, Frida’s first cousin, named her as a witness when he became a citizen in 1955.

E i l e n d e r

Rosa Brecher and Samuel Eilender
Rosa (Róza) Brecher, a daughter of Meir and Freide, and Samuel (Shmuel Zanvel) Eilender of Kapnikbánya, and their children; Brooklyn from the 1920s
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David Brecher
b. 20 Jul 1881, Siret

New York, 31 Dec 1928 / 2 Jan 1929
naturalized 25 Jun 1934

d. 3 Mar 1955, Suffern (9 Adar 5715)
m. Felsőbánya, 21 Nov 1906

×
Esther (Sheindel) Brecher

née Klein
b. 25 Dec 1886 / 1887, Felsőbánya

d. 1 Nov 1980 (22 Cheshvan 5741), Florida

Jenő (Eugene, Yosef) Brecher
b. 1 Nov 1908, Felsőbánya

d. 26 Oct 1961 (15 Cheshvan 5722)
U.S. papers give 1 Mar 1911

×
Elizabeth née Zelig

A l e x  a n d  A n n e

Alex (Shimshon) Brecher
b. 4 Sep 1910, Felsőbánya

d. 19 Sep 1983 (12 Tishrei 5744)
U.S. papers give 11 Jul 1912

×
Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher

née Wahrsager
b. 1 Nov 1913 / 1 Nov 1914, Berlin

d. 23 Jan 1997 (15 Shevat 5757)

Ilona (Lucy, Shifra Chana) Brecher
b. 11 Jul 1912, Felsőbánya

d. 22 Dec 1984
father’s papers give 4 Sep 1913

×
Paul (Pinchas Shalom) Friedman

b. 9 Nov 1906, Glod / 1905 / 1909
d. Apr 1983 (24 Nisan 5743)

m. Bronx, 27 Jun 1934
another record gives 3 Dec 1983

son of Yosef Ephraim (Joseph) Friedman, son of
Yeshayahu Friedman

Miklós (Nicholas, “Mickey”)
Brecher

b. 22 Nov 1915, Felsőbánya
U.S. Army, 1942–45

d. 18 Oct 2014
= Margaret, 1920–2020 (Likely)

stone gives 21 Nov 1915

Meir Brecher and Freide Frohner
David’s parents · see page 9

Jakab Hers (Herman) Klein
Esther’s father · see page 13

their children
see page 16

Anne’s family: Wahrsager
and Unger

see page 14

B r e c h e r

David and Esther Brecher of Felsőbánya
David Brecher and Esther (Sheindel) née Klein, married at Felsőbánya on 21 November 1906, and their four children, all born there; New York from 31 December 1928 / 2 January 1929
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Jakab Hers (Yaakov Tzvi) Klein
also Herman Klein

grocer and merchant of Felsőbánya
town assembly member, 1904–05

L ikely
×

Johanna (Háni) née Ferencz
d. before Feb 1902

L ikely

Berta (Erzsébet) Klein
b. Nagysomkút, c. 1875

d. 15 Oct 1907, Felsőbánya
L ikely

×
Mihály Fogel

innkeeper and merchant
of Felsőbánya

L ikely

Izrael Áron Fogel
b. 1904

Zoltán Fogel
b. 1907

Samuel (Pinkász) Klein
b. c. 1877

general merchant, Felsőbánya
called up with David, Aug 1915

born Nagysomkút (1903, 1906 acts) /
Felsőbánya (1904 act)

L ikely
×

Józefa (Pepi) née Szalavitz
b. Náprád, c. 1884–85

m. Felsőbánya, 18 Feb 1902

Szidónia (1903–1904), Róza
(1904), Margit (1906), Mathild

(1908), Blanka (1909), József
(1911), Sándor (1913) and Miklós

their children, born in Felsőbánya

Esther (Sheindel) Brecher
née Klein

b. 25 Dec 1886 / 1887, Felsőbánya
d. 1 Nov 1980 (22 Cheshvan 5741), Florida

×
David Brecher
b. 20 Jul 1881, Siret

New York, 31 Dec 1928 / 2 Jan 1929
naturalized 25 Jun 1934

d. 3 Mar 1955, Suffern (9 Adar 5715)

Shimon Klein
b. 5 Mar 1890, Felsőbánya

merchant of Felsőbánya
L ikely

Mária née Cziment
wife of Herman Klein

d. 29 Jan 1915, Felsőbánya, aged 65
probably his second wife

L ikely

Jenő, Alex, Ilona and Miklós
see page 12

Berta and Samuel were children of Herman Klein and Johanna (Háni) Ferencz, and Esther’s younger brother Shimon, born in 1890, was theirs too; Johanna was very probably Esther’s mother as well. Mária Cziment, entered as the wife of Herman Klein at her death in 1915, was
probably his second wife. David Brecher and Samuel Klein were called up together on the Felsőbánya list of 16 August 1915.

E s t h e r ’ s  f a m i l y

The Kleins of Felsőbánya
Esther’s father is entered as Jakab Hers Klein in her 1906 marriage record; a 1907 margin note identifies him with Herman Klein, a merchant of the town
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Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen
b. 23 May 1880, Chyrów

Berlin 1909–19; New York 1921
d. 11 Dec 1954, Bronx (17 Kislev 5715)

23 May 1879 in his draft card and Social Security claim
×

Malka (Mollie) Wahrsager
née Unger

b. 2 Mar 1880, Dobromil
d. 25 Jun 1963 (3 Tammuz 5723)

Sabina (Sara) Wahrsager
b. 1 May 1908, Berlin

d. Apr 1988, the Bronx
1 Sep 1906 in her Social Security record

L ikely
×

Paul Schiff
also Josef Brawer

b. 10 May 1900 / 1899, Galicia
m. Bronx, 14 Dec 1929

d. 18 / 19 Sep 1989, Bronx

Rita Schiff

Arlene Schiff

Kallmann (Charles) Wahrsager
b. 30 Sep 1909, Berlin

furrier, Bronx
d. 20 Mar 1996, Riverdale, Bronx

×
Ruth Wahrsager

née Seltzer
28 Apr 1920 – 16 Mar 2012

Stewart Wahrsager

Frances Marsha Wahrsager
1951 – 1995

Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher
née Wahrsager

b. 1 Nov 1913 / 1 Nov 1914, Berlin
d. 23 Jan 1997 (15 Shevat 5757)

×
Alex (Shimshon) Brecher

b. 4 Sep 1910, Felsőbánya
d. 19 Sep 1983 (12 Tishrei 5744)

U.S. papers give 11 Jul 1912

HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener
dayan of Chyrów

d. after 1922, before 1931
L ikely

Gavriel’s sons Todres and Dr
Avraham Ovadia

see page 15 Yehuda Aryeh (Aryeh Leib) Unger
named on his daughter’s stone

Malka’s father

Jochwed Sauer
née Unger

b. c. 1889, Dobromil
m. Izak Sauer, Dobromil, 31 Dec 1920

likely Malka’s sister
L ikelyHersch (Tzvi) Oher

timber merchant of Chyrów
house 29 in 1853

d. before 1898
L ikely

×
Chaja Oher
d. before 1898

Jacob Lische (Yaakov Elisha)
Wahrsager of Chyrów
merchant; house 207 in 1853
d. before Jan 1882, Chyrów

P ossible
×

Chana Pessel née Oher
b. c. 1812

d. 1898, Chyrów
P ossible

their children
see page 16

possibly Elias’s grandparents, with Chana Pessel’s
parents

An Elias Wahrsager of Chyrów (owner of house 207 in 1853) and his wife Chana Pessel née Oher (c. 1812–1898), daughter of Hersch and Chaja Oher, were possibly the grandparents of Elias, who was named for him. Malka came to New York on the Majestic in September 1927
with Sabina (entered as Sarah), Kallmann and Anna.

A n n e ’ s  f a m i l y

Wahrsager and Unger
Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen of Chyrów and Malka (Mollie) née Unger of Dobromil, in Galicia; Berlin 1909–1919; New York from 1921 and 1927
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HaRav Gavriel HaKohen
Gottesdiener
dayan of Chyrów

d. after 1922, before 1931
L ikely

Feige (Feiga) Gottesdiener
née Dominitz
d. before 1922

Todres (Theodor) Gottesdiener
b. c. 1876, Chyrów

wallet- and case-maker, Kraków and Vienna
d. 30 Oct 1941, Vienna

L ikely
×

Feige (Friga) Gottesdiener
née Kleinmann

b. c. 1877, Radomyśl
d. 23 Apr 1931, Vienna

Elias (Elisha) Wahrsager HaKohen
and Malka (Mollie) née Unger

Anne’s parents · see page 14

Dr Avraham Ovadia (Avraham
HaKohen Gottesdiener)

b. 27 May 1893, Chyrów
in Eretz Israel from 1934

d. 18 Jun 1941 (23 Sivan 5701), Jerusalem; Mount
of Olives

c. 1896–97 by the 1941 papers

Emanuel Gottesdiener
b. 19 Jul 1900, Kraków

Meilech (Emil)
Gottesdiener
b. 1902, Kraków

Dr Avraham Ovadia’s stone on the Mount of Olives calls him the son of HaRav R’ Gavriel HaKohen, dayan of Chyrów; his grave card names his mother Feiga Dominitz. Elias’s stone names his father Gavriel HaKohen; Todres is likely another son. Todres and Feige are buried in the
Vienna Zentralfriedhof; Emanuel and Meilech were born in Kraków.

A n n e ’ s  f a m i l y

Gottesdiener of Chyrów
HaRav Gavriel HaKohen Gottesdiener, dayan of Chyrów and likely the father of Elias Wahrsager, with his sons Todres, Elias and Dr Avraham Ovadia. The links drawn dashed are likely; those drawn solid are confirmed by the records.
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Alex (Shimshon) Brecher
b. 4 Sep 1910, Felsőbánya

d. 19 Sep 1983 (12 Tishrei 5744)
U.S. papers give 11 Jul 1912

m. Bronx, 1938
×

Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher
née Wahrsager

b. 1 Nov 1913 / 1 Nov 1914, Berlin
d. 23 Jan 1997 (15 Shevat 5757)

Yosef Osher Gavriel Brecher
×

Faiga Chana

Meir (Myron) Brecher
b. 20 Oct 1940

d. 5 / 6 Jan 2020 (9 Tevet 5780)
L ikely

Yehuda Aryeh (Leiby) Brecher
d. 13 Dec 2011 (17 Kislev 5772)

Har HaMenuchot, Jerusalem
×

Chedva

Freidy (Frida Dvora)
×

Chaim Shaul Schondorf
d. 1 Oct 2010 (23 Tishrei 5771)

D e s c e n d a n t s

The family of Alex and Anne Brecher
Alex (Shimshon) and Anne (Chana Pessel) Brecher and their four children, with their husbands and wives
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Sandra Winkler (Manhattan), and of Frances M. Wahrsager and Mark Friedlander (the Bronx).
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